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the t h ird of the cadets to undergo basic training in 
scientific methods, Messrs. Carmichael and M. J. 
Simpson each having spent nearly three months at the 
laboratory under the tutelage of c.s.I.R.O. personnel. 

Inspector F. A. L. Connell is at present 
spending muct1 time with the rn.v. "Silver- Gull" on 
patrol of the snap ,;ier fis l1eries at Safety Bay. 

Cadet Insp e ctor B. A. Carmichael during tl1.e 
last week or two in October was stationed at Bunbury 
assisting Inspector A, v. Gr e en. 

ANNUAL I .iTSP:~CTORS' COI'LB'ERENCE 

The annual conference will this year be 
held in the Board Room at Head Office from December 8 
to 12 inclusive. The pr ogra mae has not yet been finalised, 
but arrangements are we ll in hand for the showing of a 
series of fisheries fil ~s, including some recent under
water films from ov e rs e as. Tne agenda for the conference 
is now in cour-se of Qreparation, and any officer is 
free to list any item for discussion. Any such item 
should reach Head Offic e no t l a ter than November 25, so 
that the agenda may be s en t t o all officers in sufficient 
time to ena ble them t o g ive some thought to the various 
items before the confe renca opens. 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA'S WI:1.MING INDUSTRY 

BYE. J. Brownfield 

Whaling on the west coast of Australia has 
a history older than that of any other industry, or 
indeed of any se t tled comjnuni ty in the State. The 
occurrence on tne coast of the humpback whale on its 
annual northward rnigration was noted and capitalised 
by wnalers in the early days of the nineteenth century, 
principally by American nationals. Tl1is annual 
migration between t h e mont h s of May and October, v..-hen 
the whales proceed to and fro,n the war mer waters off 
the North-West, has pe rsisted until this day. In the 
years immediately prior to World War II it provided 
a ric h field WLlic i1 was exploited mainly by foreign 
ventures wh ich took from our wat ers products valued at 
hundreds of thousands of pounds. 
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Modern wha ling meth ods we re fir s t i n troduced 
into Western Austra lia i n 1912 when two Norwegian 
companies registere d i n t he S ta te and co mmenced 
ope r ations at Frenc hman's Bay, Albany (on t ne south coast) 
and at Norwegian Bay , n e ar P oint Cloates (on the up ~er 
west co a st), Op erations we re initially successful, but 
r e strictions impose d by World War I resulted in the 
compani e s closing down in 1916. At both centres 
operations wer e conducte d from s h ore stations, tnat at 
Po i nt Cloates be i ng the mbst modern of its time. 

Be t ween 19 16 and 192 2 whaling l apsed, but a 
s ucc essful p e riod follo we d f r om 1925 to 19 29 when a 
Norwegian company l ea s ed the ?oint Clo a tes station a nd 
in four seasons pr o c tJ s sed 3, 4 25 humpbac ks. No f urthe r 
whaling was don e unti l 193 6 whe n two fore i gn fleets 
ope r ate d off the north - wes t c oa st ou t s ide territorial 
wate rs. Eac h fl ee t c ompris ed a mo ther ·ship a nd six 
chase rs and eac h wa s r e p orted to have secured 1,500 whales 
f or t he s e ason. 

The State Gover nment i n 1937 pe r mitte d 
o pe r a tions by t wo Ame rican p e lagi c fl ee ts in t h e Sha rk 
Bay a r ea . Two mot l1e r s ,1 ips ( "Ulysses" an d ttFr ango 11

) 

and 14 c hasers we re e CT~loyed for a t ake of 3,237 
hump ba cks. T l1e followi ng y ea r 1'F r a ngo'' s.nd 6 cha sers 
oper o. ted and too k 9 13 wl1Ede s. in t he s ome a re c. . 

E l e ve n y ~c rs ~n s se d , including y ea rs of wa r 
and post-wa r re-nd justmen t, before o loc a l company, The 
Nor'-West Whaling Co~pany, i n 1949 re-opene d t he Point 
Cloates Stati on. fhe p l ant a t this centre had a lready 
greatly deteriorated ~rio r t o its be ing swept by a 
cyclone i n 1944, and cons i d erab le reconditioning was 
necessary. Tne n e w t ompany made a start on July 5, 1949, 
with two 120-ton Fa irmile launches c onverted for c h asing. 
Ope r ations f or t he sea s on te rmi nated on October 12, 
1 949, after a t a lrn of 190 whal e s. The success of t h is 
venture result e d i n i t s flo t ation as a limited liability 
company and continuance of ope rations in the 195 0 season. 

The Commonwealth Govern .:ent had meanwh ile 
be c ome int e r e st e d and ha d und er t he Whaling Industry 
Act, 1949, s e t up an aut dor i t y calle d t h e Australian 
Whaling Commission f or the p urpos e of conducting shore 
wha ling on the w~ st~rn Aus t r a l ian coa st. The Commission 
established a modern sto t ion on Ba bbag e Island, near 
carna rvon, and acquir e d thr e e 6rthod□x ch as ers. O~erations 
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were to have co~nenced in June 195 0, bu t varibus d elay s 
p ostponed the s tart to Sep temb er 23. In t h e meantime 
the chaser "'r t10rvard" had ope r ated between August 12 
and September 28 for a c n t ch cif 93 whales, all of whic h 
were sold to· t he Nor'-West Whaling Co. The Commiss io~'s 
other chasers, "Carna 1'v on" and "Gascoyne 11 took 40 
whale s between Sep t ember 23 and October 31 , the closing 
date of the s e ason, thu s enabling a test run of the 
installation to be made. 

In 1950 t he ope r a t i ons of the Nor'-West 
Whaling Co. Ltd. c ove red t h e period June 29 to 
Octo ber 9. 'rhe con v e rte d F a i r mil e , "Po int Cloates", 
was emp loyed , and, i nc lud i ng the 93 whal e s captured 
by "Thor·vard '', the t ota l t alrn was 348. 

The f o llowing y e a r·, 1951 , saw both stations 
e qui pped and ready fo r f ul l sca l e wl1,aling, each with 
an objective of 600 h umpbacks , which was the quota 
allotted to eac l1 st a tion by t l1 e Commonweal th Government. 
The Nor'-West Whalin g c o. p lanned to use t h ree catchers, 
but seve ral mis ha ps pre v ented t he ir full use. A start 
was ma de on June 23 with "Poi n t Cloates" and on July 11 
"Haerami Star", 114 tons (anothe r Fairmile) was 
commissioned. Th is vess e l opern ted alone from August 1 
to 18 whe n it wa s jo i n e d by 11 Vi g ilant" (120-ton Fa irmile). 
The ca tc her "Point Cloa t e s '' wa s a g a in in commission 
on Septemb e r 7, o.nd t wo d a y s l a t er 11Vi g ilo.nt" left t he 
flee t. The company ce a sed operutions on October 14 
afte r t a king 574 wha l e s (i nclud ing 2 lo s t), The Austra li a n 
Wha ling Commission e x pe r i enc e d a v e ry su c cessful 1951 
season, t a king a tota l of 650 whales between June 25 
and October 9. Thre e wha l e s we re lost to sharks. The 
cha s ers "Ga scoyne ", ilc a r n n rvon'' and "Mini lya" (formerly 

" "Thorva rd '') were em ;i loye d thr oughout. 

It had been antici p a ted tha t a third venture 
wo uld opera t e in 1 951 and o quo t a of 50 wha les ha d 
been a llotted. Since t h e n ew v e ntur e wa s unable to 
commence in 19 51 i t s quota was r e - a llotted to the 
Aus tr a lian Whalin g Co·rFTlis s i on which wo. s thus e n a bled 
t o increase its t ake t o 650 humpb a c ks f or the season. 

Th e wha lin g indust ry is now firmly esta blished 
in We ste rn Au s trRli a and t h is y ea r, 1952 9 has be en 
the y ear of gre a t e st a cti v ity i n t he history of the 
S t a te. Sit e d a t Ki n g Geor ge Oo und, Alba ny, on the s outh 
coa st, a t il. ird c o111 p~:ny c :0 01 e i n t o be ing a nd commenced 
whc1 ling on June 14 . Known B S the Che yne Beac h Whaling 
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Co. Ltd., it ori ginally propo sed to operate from Cheyne 
Beach (about 40 ~iles east of Albany) but later decided 
on the Frenctman's Ba.y s ite in King George Sound . This 
is a site very close to tha t formerly occupied i n 1912 
by the old Norwegian company . The new company's 1952 
quota of 50 humpbac ks was l a ter in the season increased 
to 75, but th e com0any f inally closed down f or the 
se ason on August 8 owi ng to the scarcity of whales • 
Its season's ta Ke had then r e ·1 ched 51 humpbacks. The 
experience gained, p r oc e ssing re sults ac11ieved and tlie 
smoothness of plant opc1a tion all augur well for the 
future. 

The Austral ian Wha ling Commis s ion experienced 
another succe s sfu l s e a s on in 1952, taking 600 whales 
between June 2 a nd September 1, using three c hasers; 

. alt l10ugh 11 Hinilya'' d i d not operate until August 13. 

Three chasers were employed also by the 
Nor' -Wes t \!foaling C:J . Ltd ., alt t1ough "Vi gilant" came 
into operat ion only on July 30 . Whaling ceased on 

October 9, wi t .. i a total t ake of 536 humpbacks for th.e 
season. High wind s duri ng Sep tembe r - usually the 

most ~reductive mont h - interfer ed with whaling, with 
the result that t he quo ta wa s not .r eac t1ed. 

The particiJation of so many nations in whaligg 
on the high se as and the degr ee to which t he various 
spe ci E.. s were be ing exploi t eo l ed , in 1937, to an Inter
nat ional Wi1&ling Conf e renc e . This was held in London 
and all leading w,ia ling countri e s wer e r e presented. 
Further conferenc e s were held in 1938 and 1944, and 
of latter y ears a confe r en ce has been held annually in 
one country or anot he r . Con fe renc e l ays down measures 
designed to preserve the S_.J c ci e s consist ent with 
rational exploitation and Lt ll t hose countries which are 
signa tori e s t o tnc Wl1 0.ling Convention and Protocol 
are in honour bound t o obs e rve thes e conservational 
measures. In Austrul1a both nt ate and Federal 
lcgi stration has been en a cted t o govern whali ng and this 
legislation embodies those provisions of the Whaling 
Convention whic h are r ele vant s o far as Austra lia is 
concerned. In cons<:; QLi ,_;n ee a predeter,ni ned maxi murn 
number of humpback whal e s is a llotted to t he Australian 
industry and opera tions must cease wh en the quota is 
reached. 
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Table Showing Whal e 1.'roduction 1949-1952 

' I ' I 
-~ -- ------ ·- - -- ----- i 

YE'AR j POINT CLOA'1.
1
l~S JL--- -~ ~11RNA}iVOJ:L_ ' ALBANY --::phahef s Oil ii Wl1ales : Oil Whales ~- Oi 1 + . ·. + + 

aken pr~~-::~_:d ~-- t ake=---~duced taken · ~r~duced 
· to ,1B :I I tons tons 

1949! 190 X . 
i 

1950/ 348 I x 40 189 

5,175 1951/ 574 l' 4,166 II 650 

19521 536- _ 4,683 j _6oo ! 5,253 l 51 L 465 

+ All humpbacks 

x Not rec0rded 

A L~ :GAL 0 .PiiH ON 

T~e following advice received from the Crown 
Law Department raises a v ery inte resting point, and is 
published for general informa tion. 

" E. e ~.'"i..; (J.<~::•i e s v .......•. 

The above case c a1-rw on for he aring in the 
Perth Pol ice Court on t he 24th September, an d wa s 
withdrawn a s exa ,ni nation of t he facts and the Act 
disclosed that t he re was no c a se to ansi:ver . 

The defendant was c ha rged pursuant to 
Sec t ion 46 of the ~ct , which reads:-

i i ( 1 ) Any perso n wlio i s :found on any waters 
i n a boat containing any net ....... the 
use of WLlich in such waters is p1·ohibited 
by any proclamation 1nade under sections 
nine or ten .•.... i f guilty of an 
offence .•..... 

'l'tie proclamation in this i nstance was made 
pursuan t to Section 19, and Sec tion 46 therefore 
is of no effect . 


