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BIRD Lili1J~ I N TH~~ N0R'EH-W1:BST 

On the overl and trip to the North-West 
undertaken .i n August l ast by t he Deputy Superintendent, 
dr. E. J. Brownfield, and t he Supervising Inspec tor, 
Mr . J. t. Bramley, several intere s ting occurrences of 
fauna were noted. 

Wi l d tur keys we re seen a t several points and 
in numbers which are heartening in vie w of various 
reports which have been rec e ived indicating that these 
birds are becoming l ess plentiful. Pastoralists met 
on t be trip are all concerned for the J:Jreservation of 
t h is 0valuab le b1 r d and it vrnuld af)L-1ear th.at t his is the 
view generally of t ho se person s li ving in the areas 
in which they occur. Suen des truction as does occur 
is usua lly inflicted by people passing through the 
districts. 

Brolgas , or native companions, were plentiful 
particularly along t ne 80- mile beach stretch (be tween 
Br oome and Port Hedland) al t i1ougl1. one was seen as far 
south as the junction of t he Carcarvon and Hame lin 
Road~. A flock of t hese birds performed a dance for the 
travellers and t he ir ant ics were of v e r y great interest 
indeed. 

At the Sherlock River , 30 miles north of 
Roebourne, a pheasant cuc koo was se en. 

The greatest occurrences of any one s pe cies 
were noted at the Minilya Riv er Brid ge and at Thangoo 
Station, 50 miles south of Broome. At the forme r 
place straw-necked ibis were seen i n t he river bed in 
rnany l1undreds, and at t l1.e l a tt er spot approximately 1 00 
brolgas were toget her in one flock. A spoon-bill was 
also seen at the Mi ni l ya River . 

An ext r·a ordi nary occurrenc e of kangaroos was 
not ed at False Cape , t he nort l1 ern arm of Lag range Bay. 
The country here is fairly we ll wooded and lit e rally 
abounds in Kangaroo s. 

AltnouGh no t se e n sou th of Broome by t he two 
office rs, r ep or ts rec eived ind icated t ba t tl1e Magpie 
Goos e has be en seen as far south as Wallal and several 
which had a li ghted at one or t wo sta tions had caused much 
interest. In several instances they had been ret a ined 
as pe ts. A flock of these birds was s een in Broome 
towns i1. ip itself. 


