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Por the younger nebers of the staff Christimas
and its attendant festivities come all too infrequently,
but to some of us older officers (taere is no need to
mention names !) the year's end comes far tco quickly.

Be taat as it nay, tone Caristmaes-iiew Year
period, the traditional tiwe of foregathering and of
burying the anatchet, oif takilug stock and of new resolutions,
is one to wualcz: all of us, young enda old, loogx forward
with really pleasurable anticipation. It gives us the
opportunity of meetinyg our colleaguew under more congenial
circumstances tnan our daily avocations normally permit,
and anything which allows tuzt is well worth while.

It is because the Christmas feeling is in the
air that we nold our annual insuectors' conference in
December. It is not always possible in the aurly-burly
of modern times to live in complete harmony with all our
fellows - differences of opinion must come to the surface,
and with the multiplicity of personalities to be found
in a staff tne size of our own, 1t is impossible to avoid
some’ clashes. [However, at Xmas time, we can bring to
our conference an approaca shat might not oe possiovle at
another time, and we know that at the forthcoming meeting
there will be few discordant notes.

All the Hesd UfTice staff are looking forward
very much indeed to meeting their country colleagues
again, and would like to convey to tacir wives and

~families all good wishes for the festive season.
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“{A. J. Fraser)
SUSZRINTENDENT.




NZIW HSAD FOR N.S.W. FISHERIES

WL e S AR LRSI
Mr. N. V. HARRIS
(Block courtesy “‘Outdoors and Flshing"

#ollowing the retirement of Mr. Theodore C.
Roughley from the position of Superintendent of. Fisheries
in Hew South Wales in September, jir. Noel V., Harris has
been appointed head of the N.S.W. State Fisheries
administration.

iir., Harris, who was a fellow-officer of the
Supzerintendent for W.A. (Mr. Fraser) while the latter
was on the staff of the ¥W.S.W. Department, graduated
to his present position through théd administrative side
of the office. He haS had over 30 years in the public
service, and tuis Bulletin wishes aim every success in
his new sphere,

TOUR BY SUPERINTENDENT AND TROUT HEAD

During the first week of November the Superintendent

(Mir. ¥raser), accompanied by the President of ths
Pemberton-Warren Trout Acclimatisation Society (Mr. A. R.
Kelly), made an extensive tour of Great Southern districts

on a preliminary survey in relation to the possibility of
acclimatising trout in certain non-perennial rivers (e.g.,

the Avon, Hotnam, Artaur, and Kalgan) and of introducing
fish-farming practices in various types of farmers' dams.
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The districts visited were Yorg, Beverley,
Pingelly, Kojonup, Katanning, Kendenup, Mount Barker
and Albany, and a meeting with members of the local road
board and interested residents was held in tne evening
at each place underlined above.

There appears to be every justification for the
velief, regardless of previous ideas on the subject, that
trout will do very well in some of these streams. Although
they cease flowing during the summer, and become merely
a succession of pools, many of tnese pools are upwards of
a mile long and of considerable depth, with temperatures
whicn do not seem to be too nigh for trout. The two
visitors were amazed at the abundance of }life in the rivers
concerned - sarimps and other zrustaceans, small fishes
of several species, watcr boatnen, beetles, etc. - and
although our present snowledge does not suggest that trout
will reproduce naturally, there is no reason why annual
re-stocking with yearling trout should not result in
worthwnile. fisheries.

Many daas - uotably soakage dams - contained
an abundance of aquatic life, and wita proper farming
methods saosuld ove able to su.port trout 1f annual,
or even biennial, stoc«<ings are mnade.

A small committee, consisting of tThe Superintendent
as Chairman, ir. X. Saeard, of Division of Fisneries,
C.8.I.R.0.,, Mr. Cc. F. H. Jenkiuns, Governuent Entomologist,
and ir. A.R. Mein, of the Zoology Department of the
University of W.A., has been set up to prevare a preliminary
report on fresanwater fish farming generally for thne
consideration of the Department.

OFEN SEASQLS FOR WILD DUCK

The don. Minister administering tne Fauna
csrotection Act and Regulations, the Hon. A. V. R. Abbott,
has announced the followingz open seasons for the shooting
~of wild ducks -

Trom 5 o'clock in the afternoon of
December 20, 1952, to May 31, 1953, in the
Northrwupton, Upper Chaprian, Geraldton-Greenough,
Irwin, ilingenew, Three Sirings, Carnamai,
Dandarragan, iloora, Gingin, Victoria Plains,
Chittering, .Wanneru, 3wan, iundering, Darling
Renge, Armadale-Kelmscott, Serpentine-Jarrandale,
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Mandurah, Murray, Drakesbroox, iarradong, Harvey,
Capel, Dardanup, Collie Coalfields, Preston,
Balingup, Greenbustes, Bridgetown, Upper Blackwood,
Busselton, jargarst River, Nannup and j}anjimup

Road Districts.

Trom 5 o'clock in the forenoon of
December 21, 1952, to lay 31, 1953, in all tnat
part of the State lying outside the abovementioned
road districts. )

Wild ducks of all species are still wholly
protected througaout tne w:iole year in all the following
areas which have been exempted from sucii open seasons -

(a) Tane wnole of the area within a radius of
twenty miles o tre general Post Office
at Perti.

(b) All tunicipelities and Townsites within
the boundaries of the South-iWest Land
Division.

(c) Tne wnnle of the Rockingham Road District.

(d) +The whaole of the waters of Lakes Leschenaultia
and Seppings and 3ambung, Wagin, Nambung,
rungala and Hannerup Lakes and all those

portions of land lying witain twenty chzains
of the shtore of tuc said lakes.

(e) The whole of the waters of Lescaenault,
Vasse and Jonnerup Tstuaries and all those
portions of land lying within twenty
chains of the suores of tae said estuariss.

(f) The whole of tne waters of the Vasse, ¥ing
and Xelgan Rivers, and all taose portions
of land lying witain twenty chains of the
oanks of the saild rivers.

(g) 'The whole of the waters of Oyster Harbour
and Princess Royel Harbour and 2ll those
portions of land lying within a radius of
twenty ciuzins of tne shores of the saiad
haroours.

(n) The whole of the arec of the Yenchep
Caves Reserve, No. A9868.

(i) ‘The whole of the Harvey Catcament area.
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(j) The whole of the area lying witnin a radius
of two miles of the Post Office at Manduran.

No person saall take wild ducks in. any greater
quantity greater than fifteen in any one day.

Tae co-operation of the sporting public in
returning to the Fisneries Depgartuent, Perth, any
aluminium band found on tae leg of any ducgk, wita
information as to the species of the duck and tne apgroximate
locality where t.e duck was taken, would be appreciated.

.

THE CILEARTING HOUSE

Tae Zlectric Harpoon

Five Years' Work Concluded

After nearly five years of investigation and
developiuent wors by tue reéneral Flectric Co., Ltd.,
in close co-operation wit.. United dnalers, Ltd., a recent
expedition off the liorwegian coast successfully concluded
the worx of establishing tae economic sugeriority for
modern whaling of the electric nar.oon over tue presant
explosive-nose Svend #Foyn narpoon. So claims a statsment
issued tnis week oy the G.3Z.C.

Sir Vyvyan Board, cihairmsn of United ‘halers,
wiho accompanied tue expedition with “r. Robert jiarsden,
of tae G.E.C., stated on nis return: "Je are entirely
satisfied witnh the principle of the electric harpoon and
tne electrical equipment"”. Orders have been placed for
furtiier complete sets, and the development of thelr use
will be pusaed forward as trainicg facilities and equip-
ment become available.

Tae recent expedition xilled the largest fin
whale of the season, 65 ft. in lengta and weighing
approximately 70 tons. Tihis whale was brought alongside
the catcher, inflated with air and left floating with
the houseflag rlying within 10 minutes of tne firing of
tne harpoon.

Whale Instantly Paral;sed

The system appcars to Xi1ll nearly instantaneously,
or in a matter of a minute or 59 at the most. A whale
taus it is undoubtedly unconscious and paralysed in a
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rigid state immediately the harpoon penetrates and comes
to tne surface in tnis state even if hit at the moment
of sounding. '

From tne commnercial viewgoint, the saving in
time is great. There is no uneed to "play" the whale by
feeding out hundreds of fathoms of neavy line, since the
mammal, when struck, lies in tne weater without struggling
and fighting to escape. In addition, the saviung in oil
and meat products is quite considerable, apart from tae
very mucn lower risk of infection suca as frequently
follows the internal destruction caused with the
explosive-nose narpoon. Anotaer advantage is the latitude
allowed to tae gunner, since tue narpoon a1ead need only
penetrate the blubter layer in any part or the body to be
imnediately efrfective. :

The pPirelli-General Cable .Jjorks, Ltd., and the
Blestrohval Comgany, of Oslo, nave worked in close
collavoration wita the G.E.C. and United Whalers in these
experiments from the beginning,

(""he Fishing Hews'", London, October 25, 1952).

Turtle-IFishing in Kenya

An unusual method of turtle-fisaing is practised
by native fishermen 1n Kenya. Sucker fisn are first caught
by fisning witn cut fisia balt or even cooged bait. Waen
caugut, the fish are tied tirougn the gills and mouth, the
line is made fast to the boat and fthe sucker fish fasten
themselves upon the bottun of the oocat. iWhen ten or more
nave been caught, the fishermen proceed to the turtle
fishing-grounds.

The sucker fish are then remnoved from the
bottom of tile voat and a long line attacned to their
tails. Taey again attaca themselves to the bottom but,
immediately on scenting a turtle (or even a shark),
they leave the ooat for their prey %o which they stick.
Tne line is let out and vhen the turtle nas tired itself
out, it is pulled in and gzffed. As the turtle is hauled
out of the water, tne sucker fish let go and re-attach
themselves to the boat.

("Fisa Industry', Londou, September 1552),
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Fishery Researcih in #West Africa

The first major survey of West African waters
by the West African Fisheries Research Institute's vessel
"Cape St. Mary" has oegun. Regular visits will be made
during the next few years to the waters of Nigeria, the
Gold Coast, Sierra Leone and the Gambia, to undertake
research and exploration in close co-operation witih local
fisheries officers.

The capital cost of establishing the Institute
was met by a grant made under the Colonial Development
and Welfare Acts. Half the recurrent cost over a period
of five years is being paid by the U.X. Governuent, and
tiie four West African Governuents are saaring the otner
half.

The "Cape St. Mary" will ve working in comparatively
unexplored waters at depths ranging from 6 to 100 fathoms.
It is hoped that the research carried out in the vessel -
one of the best equipged of its kind - will cdeterriine tuwe
areas wnere fisn are to be found in sufficient quantities
to warrant commercial exploitation, the species most suit-
able for exploitation, the methods by whica they may be
found and caugiht, and tne maximum quantities winich may
be caugnht without depleting the stock.

Experiments witih types of fishing gear will also
be made under the supervision of an experienced master
fisherman.

("New Commonwealth", London, Beptember 15,
1952).



