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2. several schools of tuna were seen as well as some 
large pilchard shoals. The tuna appe~red to be of a 
smal~ even run, but they did not strike freely~ - Seven 
southern bluefin were talrnn, and a narrow-barred- -· 
spanish mackerel, · le_rigth 39", · v1eight 27-- lb., was ·1anded. 
The surface temper~tu-re of 

O 
the _ water

0
whe1;e . the f'.i.sh 

webe trol~ed was -from 18. 9 C to ·j·9. 9 C, i -. e. , from 
66 to 68 Farenheit. 

CRAYFISH AT MANDURAH 

Handlin.e fishe r men oper ating about 10 miles -
west of Mandurah ,have during recent weeks been making 

·fair catches of crayfish. Thre e men are operating · 
from 3 to 5 pots each, and tb.e catch of each man averages 
about 60 lb. daily. This, it is believed, is the first 
real attempt at commercialising the crayfish resources 
off Mandurah, and plans are now being laid to extend 
operations next year. 

J11ost of the pre"Sent catclJ. is beihg sol?-_ locally~ 

FIS tt DYING IN PALLINUP ESTUARY 

Reports . reaching the Departrn·ent from_., Fauna 
warden J. Traynor and otl1ers indiccii:te ·that following · 
a long .· s}1ell of excep tionally dry 'c.~nditions -~tie·: waters · 
of :se·au:fort Jplet (or, _as it is mor·e commonly · known,·· 
Pa1linup E?tuary) have become so low and· de-oxyge·nated· 
that va·s t gu·a-q.t i ti es of f i s l1, bream, mulle-t, ruff and 
whi~jng , h~vi .died there. ·· · · · 

· ~ d~Jior i rniet, which is ~~b~t 1o ~ile~ N.E. 
by E• fr•om Albany, and \Vellstead Inlet, which is about 
30 miles E. of Beaufort Inlet, are recreation reserves 
vested in the Gnowangerup Road Board. By an amendment 
to the Fisheries Act pas sed in 1938, and never repealed, 
any road board in .whom any waters are vested may make 
by~laws regulating fishing tl1er·ein, · and' bn the coming 
into ope r ation of the by-laws any :procch.amatious·, .:. 
regulations, etc., relati n g to the w~ter~ already in 
existence ar e null and void. Fu r t·he rmore no · proc:lainati"on: 
or regulation issued by the Governor while tl1e by-iaws: 
remain in force shall have any effe ct.· · 
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The Gn9Wangerup Road Board subsequently fuade 
by-laws and assu~ed control of the •fish~ries of the inlets 
concerned, - and although 6y agreement between the Board 
and ttie Depart~ent. the by-laws were at one time 
tevoked and controi handed back to the Department, . fresh 
by-iaws were later promulgated, an~ control of the 
fi -she_ries once more reposed in the Board. That is the 

. si tua:tion today • 

When the Department first heard of the 
mortality, Inspector G. -c. Jeffery,- of Albany, in whose 
diktrict the waters lie~- made contact ·with the -Road 
Boa:rd arid suggested that all restrictions on fishing 
be liftid for a time so tha t the fish would not be 
wasted. The ap:r:iroacl1 was successful and the wat e rs were 
opened for a month, and fishermen Swarbrick and Heberle 
made one or two good hauls • 

. · ·1 : .. 

Mr. Heb~rle has now produced for the inspection 
of th~- Minister and .head office personnel a number of 
photographs taken.: at Beaufort 'Inlet, as well as ,a .sample 

, of _fis:h . h~ ··cal'ight there. The photographs, one or two 
of which will be reproduced in the next issue, bear 
out his statement that "hundreds of tons" of good fish 
had peris~ed. The fish themselves wer e in sho6kingly 
poor d6ndition, and were covered in sores. 

-' The view of the Professional }7 ishermen's 
Le~gue~ Which to :a large extent is shared by dipa rtmental 
Officers, it that the control of these two fisheries 

.. should revert permanently to the :bepartment. It is 
beli eveJ · that as ~11 6ur marine and e stua rine fisheries 
aJ:'.·e interd_ependent, · any damage which may ac'crue to B.ny 
one of the_m through faulty management, due either to a 
l a ck of appreciation ·or ovei a ll fishery problems or 
el"se :to a purely parochial outlook, must be felt, to a 
greate~ or lesser degree, by all other fisheries. 

DUCK BANTIING 

'\ . 
Warden J. Tr-aynor has almost reached the 

thousand mark with hi s duck-bapding operationi. As 
icon ~s this figure is reached he will pack up his 
traps until next spring. Hi•s work during April has 
been confined . to Queen's Gardens 9 Perth, and Lake · 
Ka·rrinyup, _ Balcatta. · · 
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