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Abnormally consistent bad weather throughout 
June preven ted many fishermen at the Abrolhos from 
pulling their pots. 

PAUNA :i?ROTECT IOF I N SOUTH-WEST 

On May 27, the Chairman ( Mr. Fraser), Dr. 
D. L. Serventy and Mr. G. E. Brockway - membe rs of the 
Fauna Protection .Advisory Comrnittee - ac companied by 
the Acting Secretury ( Mr . H. B. Shugg) ~nd the Fauna 
warden ( Mr . J. Traynor), l eft Perth by road to investigat e 
certain aspects of fauna conservation in the south-West. 
Unf or tuna tely Mr . L. Glmrnr t and Mr . A. )_~. 'romli ns on 9 

the other rne'i1bers of t h.e committee , were unable to accompany 
the part;sr t hrough pressure of other business. Inspe ctor 
A. v. Green joined the party :.:1t Bunbury and was present 
at t l1e Buss e l ton and Donnybrook meetings and Ma jor H. M.Whittell 
also attended the Busselton meet ing. 

An L1Spection of a proiJosed sanctuary 12 miles 
we st of War oona was made. The ar ea concerned consisted 
of a swa'.np on tl1e pr ope r t y c,f rnr. n. Doman 1 but as 
,clearing was being urder·t a'.rn n around the s wamp and it 
was r eported th& t t l1e owner intended to drain out most 
af the wat e r jt was decided to take no action until 
these activities had been tl iscussed with Mr. Doman 9 

who is at present overseas. 

In the even:Lng tl1e party attended a public 
meeting in tt1e Weld Hall, :ausselton. Tl1e meeting had 
been called to discuss a petition signed by over 
160 local r·esicients wl10 had signified their desire that 
the Vas s e and VJ01-iner·up estuaries be opened t o duck 
SL10otin6• Representative s of the signatories and of 
local resi dents op posed to the pe tition d ebated the 
pros and cons of t he subject. At the conclusion of 
the debate Mr. Fraser and illaj or 'Nhi ttell replied to 
queries and addressed those present on the purposes 
and activities of the Committee? and gave an assurance 
tha t a ll views expressed wou ld be consider~d before 
making any decision. A request wa:s also presented that 
a section of the Cape l Riv~r be closed to duck shooting. 

Nex t morning a~ in2pe ction of the estuaries 
in dispute was carri e d o:it by the Cornmi tte e and the 
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party proceeded to Donnybrook. A meeting was held with 
members of the Preston Road Board and the Board's 
reconmendation that the ?reston River be closed to the 
s hooting of all wild game was d iscus~ed. The opportunity 
was also taken to exa 1·aine the kangaroo problem and it 
was decided to include the Prest·:m District in the 
area of the open season • 

The pa rty returned to Perth on May 29 after 
calling on Mr. Ani us Robinson of Coolup on the way. 

. MODEPJ'iY EQUIPM:~:l'fi' FOR "LANCELIN 11 

In ord.e r to fac1li tate 11 Lancelin' s 11 programrne 
of investigation, a hydr au lic wincl1 has be et1 pur chas ed 
by the Departrne nt fr om t l1e It a;y mond Hydraulic Trans mission 
Co., of Melbourne , at a co s t of approxi mately £720 
ex wor lrn. 'rhe pu•np is driven at a constant speed of 
720 r. p.m. f rom the vessel' s main mo t or, con trols 
bei ng located in the wheelhouse ; and the winch has a 
lifting powe r of 3,100 lb. Two winding ~rums and two 
gypsies i1a ve be en provided with separa te clutcl1 .and 
brake for ea ch. The wi rich will be used for we i ghing 
anc hor and f or warping i n trawls, pulling craypots, 
et c ., and wi 11 v ery g re 2tl y incre ase "Lance lin' s;' 
efficiency. 

An A. W. A, Marconi ec hosounder , purchased by 
c.s.r.R. O. at a cost excee ding £500, is also being installed 
Tr1e s ouna e·r, wl1i ch sends out i mpuh,e s and records depths, 

has been made available to the Department on loan. By 
pre-deter•nining the na ture of t he sea bottoms by using 
the sounder , the saving i n nets should be considerable 
and t he investi gati onal programme greatly facilitated~ 
The ·Department is most grateful to c. s .r. R.O. for its 
tindly gesture. 

As soon as the new equipment has be en fitted 
and fully tested, nLancelin" will sail f or Shar k Bay 
and Exmouth Gulf to continue the prawn-trawling 
survey. 
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