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sheered dinghy for use on loc a l waters. The new d inghy, 
which can easi l y be lbaded on _ and off a trailer or 
utility by one man, is 13 ft. long by 3 ft. 6 in. beam, 
and vvas built under_ phe superintendence of the Supervising 
Ins pector {i'iir . Bramley ), _wh.o personally made tl7t1 moulds 
and cut the ti mbers ,- Tr1 is dinghy was l2unched towards 
the end of last month and used tor an extensive patrol of 
the lakes in the Mandurah district by Mess rs. Malsom and 
Traynor on Juli 24 and 25. Th~y found it most satisfactory; 
it manoeuvred very well and quickly, a nd was very li ght 
to qandle. · 

Tb.is i s in f a ct tl1e second bondwood boat built 
on the Department's pre rriises, anc it is pro!:-'o sed to build 
more of suci1. boats, first l y to 1na lce the field staff more 
mobile, and secondly to g ive the younger inspectors some 
idea of boat-bui l<'Eng techniques. 

Not ta King into account the cost of labour, 
the new dinghy cost about one-fifth of the pri ce quoted 
by local boat -builders. The Dedartme nt's warmest thanks 
a r e extended t o ;-:r. 3raml ey, who originally concei veo. the 
ide&, for his foresi ght and initiative. 

KA.J\TU-AROU8 IN GINGIN_ :.HSTRICT 

Following correspondence with the Ging1n Rciad 
Board coGcerning t he dep r edations of kangaroos in its 
district, a part y comprising the Chief ~arden of Fauna , __ 
(Mr. Fraser), the Clla ir ;:1an of t l1e Agriculture Protection 
Board (Mr. ·.romlinson) and Hessrs . H. B. Shugg 9 Ac ting 
Secretary 9 Fauna ?ro te cti on Adv isory Co;wni tt ee , and 
J. Traynor, Fauna 0ard en, spent the period July 22-24 
in the Gingin area. 

An inspection wa s :nade on the first day by the 
party north-west of Ging in to Regan's Ford on the Moore 
River 9 and thenc e to Mr. 0 , de J urgh's prope rty at - -
Cowalla. 

On the f'ollovn ng day , accorni-:Janied by 1'Ir. de 
Burgh hi mself 9 the par t y cove~ed a l a r ge part of the 
district to the north and west of the Hoare Riier to as 
far west as the coastal hills. Tiis gave the visito~s 
a first-hand appre ciat ion of ~he scope of the problem. 
The intr oduc tion of ne we r methods of fatming 9 i.e., 
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the use of trace ele ;11(mts ( zinc, copper , tin, etc.) has 
more or l e ss revolutionised far ming techni ques in this 
country, which has hither to bee n l a rgely valueless. 
Large areas are now be ing cleared and sown down with 
lupins, but t he d isturbance of the n a tural habitat of 
the Kan~aroos i n tne t hi cke t s , and the Jr ovision of 
succulent f ood j_n the sha de of lu ~ins, have brough t 
E...b □ ut a very diffj_ c ul\; proble•-11 i ncleecl . tlre a t numbers of 
trB.cks of <(G.ngaroos , part1cuJar ly under; fences, we1~e 
observed and ind eed gu1te a few <(Bngaroos wer e seen, a s 
we ll as several mobs of emus. 

On the l ast morning t he ~arty was present at 
a meeting of the ~Gad B~arJ, ca lJed fo r t he pur p ose of 
put t ing forward the Boar( ' s ca s e . The ma in points 
di s cuss ed ½e re the incraas e in nQmbers of kanga roos , the 
l1 ke li nood of interfe rence with c loser settle~ent sche illes 
by their de l:-' re dat:1. ons, an u t t1e 2xH,ti ng system of li ce nses 
a :10 roya l ty ,,; a ;yments . Af t-e r cei ng info r raed of the 
res :9or..si bi.li t1u: w\1.i cl1 '.\"OU1d d':?v1 l ve u~on it i f kangaroos 
were declared ver~in . as or i gi na l ly reque sted , the Boa rd 
cheng3d its r e ~Le s t · to one tha t an open season be de cla red 
~n the ·d i stric t and tha~ l i cen ses and royalties be abolishe d . 
J,-Ir. }·' ra ser· infc,rme:i the 3 oa r d t ha t there ap J:-l ea red much 
jus t ification foi ~he dec laration of an ope~ se ason, but 
Eo t for the ab olition of r oya l t i es and 1 i cense s . ;-re 
pronised , howeve r 9 thot ·~ tie i_nf or ,na t io n which had be en 
gat he r ed by the party wou ld in dqe ·course be placed 
before the Fauna Fr otect i on Ad vi s ory _Committee for 
considerat1on. 

Mr . Tomlins on add r es s ed the Board a t some l ength 
in relation to ver min control generally, follo wing which 
t he meeting c losed and the vis itors we r e entertai ned 
a t luncheon by the Bair d . The ~artj returned to Perth 
the same afternoon. 

BUS1rARDS I n NOH'rH - \;-·~~ST Alff..) KfrIKtl?.L~JY AREl: .. S ---- -------- ---------

Ur. D. c. Jood iug. Vermin Control Resea rc h Office r 
of t he Depar t me n t of Agric Qltur~ , who nas r ecently spent 
some ti me in no r t he r n areas ~ rep orts t ha t he saw no 
bustard s a t a ll wnile t~avelling t ~rcugh the west 
Ki mbe rley s t 11. i s ;v -a ar. ;_r 11Ls 9 he says, was i n marked 
contraGt to ~ast year: when the numbers seen were fa irly 
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