
- 205 -

the use of trace ele ;11(mts ( zinc, copper , tin, etc.) has 
more or l e ss revolutionised far ming techni ques in this 
country, which has hither to bee n l a rgely valueless. 
Large areas are now be ing cleared and sown down with 
lupins, but t he d isturbance of the n a tural habitat of 
the Kan~aroos i n tne t hi cke t s , and the Jr ovision of 
succulent f ood j_n the sha de of lu ~ins, have brough t 
E...b □ ut a very diffj_ c ul\; proble•-11 i ncleecl . tlre a t numbers of 
trB.cks of <(G.ngaroos , part1cuJar ly under; fences, we1~e 
observed and ind eed gu1te a few <(Bngaroos wer e seen, a s 
we ll as several mobs of emus. 

On the l ast morning t he ~arty was present at 
a meeting of the ~Gad B~arJ, ca lJed fo r t he pur p ose of 
put t ing forward the Boar( ' s ca s e . The ma in points 
di s cuss ed ½e re the incraas e in nQmbers of kanga roos , the 
l1 ke li nood of interfe rence with c loser settle~ent sche illes 
by their de l:-' re dat:1. ons, an u t t1e 2xH,ti ng system of li ce nses 
a :10 roya l ty ,,; a ;yments . Af t-e r cei ng info r raed of the 
res :9or..si bi.li t1u: w\1.i cl1 '.\"OU1d d':?v1 l ve u~on it i f kangaroos 
were declared ver~in . as or i gi na l ly reque sted , the Boa rd 
cheng3d its r e ~Le s t · to one tha t an open season be de cla red 
~n the ·d i stric t and tha~ l i cen ses and royalties be abolishe d . 
J,-Ir. }·' ra ser· infc,rme:i the 3 oa r d t ha t there ap J:-l ea red much 
jus t ification foi ~he dec laration of an ope~ se ason, but 
Eo t for the ab olition of r oya l t i es and 1 i cense s . ;-re 
pronised , howeve r 9 thot ·~ tie i_nf or ,na t io n which had be en 
gat he r ed by the party wou ld in dqe ·course be placed 
before the Fauna Fr otect i on Ad vi s ory _Committee for 
considerat1on. 

Mr . Tomlins on add r es s ed the Board a t some l ength 
in relation to ver min control generally, follo wing which 
t he meeting c losed and the vis itors we r e entertai ned 
a t luncheon by the Bair d . The ~artj returned to Perth 
the same afternoon. 

BUS1rARDS I n NOH'rH - \;-·~~ST Alff..) KfrIKtl?.L~JY AREl: .. S ---- -------- ---------

Ur. D. c. Jood iug. Vermin Control Resea rc h Office r 
of t he Depar t me n t of Agric Qltur~ , who nas r ecently spent 
some ti me in no r t he r n areas ~ rep orts t ha t he saw no 
bustard s a t a ll wnile t~avelling t ~rcugh the west 
Ki mbe rley s t 11. i s ;v -a ar. ;_r 11Ls 9 he says, was i n marked 
contraGt to ~ast year: when the numbers seen were fa irly 
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large, ap'i;:,roxirnately 10_ or 12 eac;1 day . The area covered 
bJ t t1is year's :survey was ajJJrox i ma tely double that of 
195 2. Mr. Good ing thin~s that the ad~erse season 
ex;per i en ced iri ti1ese 0arts _last year 'i18J have · been a 
controlling fact or on the populati dn of these bi rds . 
The year 1953, he reports, . will ~robably be as bad 
seasonally- as, if not worse than ,. t\1a t of 1952 . 

In 1952 t ne re was some carry- over of food from 
the previous good s ea son, whereas 1953, which follows 
a bad seas on, ~a y lead ta very poor sur vival of any wi ld 
fowl. Further observations ~ade i n the ?ort Hedl and , 
Abydos , Woodstoct, Bamboo S~rings, Bonnie Downs, 
Nul lagine and Jiar\J le Bar areas sl10Vi• eci. no re co J.." d of any 
bustards . 

·;m.A.LING I N WE S'l':T.:;RN AUSTRAL I A •-•-•------N•--• •---

The table belp½ shows the production of wha les 
at all :vest Aus tr a lian stations fro m the opening of the 
current s eason to eaturdah Jul y 25. 

_______ .., _ _____ , --·--·--·--------· -~----------- ----·---·----· ·---------------- . ·- ----·-------
! 

Station l No, of wha l es tak~nj Avera ge Len gtl1 (Ft.) 
' - - ·--- ----------------·----'---1--------- . --·----~-·--i Ma le jFema le ) 'Cot aJ. l; Ia l e \Female ! Both sexes 

------ -------L · ------1-----·.,__ __ _,__ _____ _,_ _____ ____ _ 
! i i ' i 

Carnarvon ! 1 L~8 j 144 I 292 138. 78 : 41. 05\ 39.88 
' I I ' 

Po int Cl oa t es! *77 : 1 -19 \ 3£196 38. d5 40. 62 i 39 . 93 
I ' ! i 

Al bany \ 38 i 31 \ 69 '.39 . 36 40 , 03 ' 39 . 66 
... , . ----- ~-----+--------___ll __________________ r·---- . --:-·-------· 
1 otals or i 26 ·· ·l 294 · i:;57 :13· 3·71 : 0 · \ -z 8 .i,._ve r agcs I 5 l __, i_) · , . 4 • 77 .J9. 7 
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* I nc ludes four whales ea t en by sharks . Gex doub t fu l. 

I t i s i nte:cestin:s to cor;1p&r·e these f i g ures with 
those obtained by the f l oating factory 11 li' rang o;;, vmich 
operated in Shark Bay in 1938 . 11 Prmigo ' s 11 ta ke for the 
seas on to t all'Jd 913 v; hale s ( 511 tnale s; I-1-02 females). 'rhe 
males averaged 38.61 feet in length , while the femal es 
averaged 40.2 feet . 


