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large, approximately 10 or 12 eacn day. The area covered
by this year's ,survey was approximately double that of
1952, lir. Gooding thinks that the adverse season
experienced in these parts last year wmay have been a
controlling factor on the population of thaese olrds.
The year 1953, he reports,.will probably be as bad
seasonally as, if not worse than, that of 1952.
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In 1952 tnere wes some carry-over of food from
the previous good season, whereas 1953%, which follows
a bad season, may lead to very poor survival of any wild
fowl. Hurther observations made in the rort Hedland,
Abydos, Woodstock, Pamboo Springs, 3onnle DHOWNS,
Nullagine and jlarble Bar arcas showed no record of any
bustards.

WHALING TN WISTERN AUSTRALTIA

The table below shows the procduction of whales
at all West Australian stations from the opening of the
current season to faturday July 25.
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Carmarvon | 1481 144 i 202 138,78 41.05!  39.88
Point Cloatesl *77. 119 |™196 38.85 '40¢62‘. 39.93
Aloany . 381 31| 69 9.;6 40,03 39.66
tal T T | .
Totals or 1 =y & . ’ o ;
Avernges ~ | 26% 294 | 557 :38.87|40.77| 39.87
] . | i

Tncludes four whales eaten by sharks. Sex doubtful.

It is interesting to compare these Tigures with
those obtalned by tne float1u5 factory "¥Frang o” wilch
operated in Shark Bay in 1938. ‘"Frango's" take for the
season totalled 913 whales (511 males; 1402 females). The
males averag ed 38,61 feet 1n length, while the females
averaged 4O,z feet.
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This year's production of orl at the three
stations is set out below. For purposes. of  .comparilis
"Frango's'" 1933 figuses are also given.
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ST ATTON O?L PrODUCTED
"otal | Average per whale
tons | tons ; barrels
Carnarvon i 2,544 | Bl 7. Z B2
Point Cloates| 1,733 | Bub 53
Albany : 605 | 3.7 ; 52, L
¥ ! :
"prango” | 7,000 i A I
| H

In addition to o0il, Carnarvon produced 336 tons

»f meal and 1,073 tons of solubles; Point Cloates 379
tons of meal; and Albany 82 tons of meal, & ton of
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fertildliser and 51 tons of pet meat.

The humpback cuotas for the current season
are 600 eacu for Carnarvon andé -oint Cloates and 100
for Albany.

PROCEDURE FCK TINSriZCTORS
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Following the note in the July Bulletin,
concerning the procedure when maging seizures, etc., I
would like to point out tiet the next step to take, and
a very important step, is the handling and narking of
gear after a seigure has been made. To empnasise the
importance of tahls procedure, I wculd like to instance
a case recennly heard in the Pertn Police Court when
Mr. Paul Smith prosecuted the Fisheries Department: for
the unlawful detention of a fisuing net. This has
already been referred to in earlier Bulletins.



