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In the next issu~ of ·the Bulletin a list of 
all · honorary war dens wi 11 . oe publisl1ed and inspectors are 
requested to give t.hese people as muc·h ·assistan ce as 
possible as they are voluntary workers wl-io will carry 
out the major part · of -the· poLi-ce work ne6es'. sary under the 
Fauna ProtBction Act~ 

-;: .. 

TROUT FRY DISTR!BUTTON · -, . 

on September 5: ·Inspector Simpson and Cadet 
Inspector D. Wright ~rganis~d the dis~ribution of 80,000 
trout fry from Pemberton at the DePart~ ent's boat shed. 
seventy-six thousand we re · sold: and tl1e sur plus of 4,000 
were released iri Craig Swamp at Belmont. 

WHALING 

The following re.port has been · received from 
As s istant Inspector· v. J. Sinclair en whaling operations 
at Point Cloates during the s eason just completed. In 
vie w of the excellence of tl1e report it is reproduceq. 
here ~n full. 

"I arrived at Point Cloates Wl1aling station 
on Hay 28, 1953 • .. Whaling operations commenced on June 
8 ... cJ.nd the first whale ·of t ~13 season was taken on June 10. 

"During t l1e first two weeks of the season 
humpback whales were very scarce, on ly four being taken 
in the f irst wee k and five in tl1e second. On June 12 
a request for permission to take minke and ftn whales 
was made by the Company to test their respective oil 
content. Permission -was. gra,nted on the ·grounds that, 
although: :min tce wl1al.es wo-:u1.d make no difference to the 
quota of hrimpba c k&, fin whales would be deducted according 
to formula tl-iat t wo fin · whales werR . equal to t wo and 
one-haif humpbac;.ks. However, humpbacks became more 
plentiful in the third wee k and the chasers consequently 
concentrrited on them and no minKe or fin whales were 
taken after all • .' Incidentally, tt1e Commonweal th 

. Director of Fisheries . was in some doubt as to whether 
tl1e gunners at Point :c1oates had mistaken minke wt1ales 
for Sei whales as no reports on minke whale~ on 
this coa~t had previ ously b een made, However the 
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gunners were sure that no such mista~e had been made and 
a copy of their description of a minke whale was forwarded 
to both the state and Commonweal th Fisl1eries Departments. 

"YVhen humpbacks became plentiful and were taken 
in numbers it was found that the station was undermanned 
and could not cope with any large quantity. Consequently 
some whales lay in the water for a considerable time and 
when treated yielded only third grade oil. Three whales 
lay in the water for more than thirty-three hours, which 
is ttie maximum time allowed by the Commonwealth Statutory 
Rules between tb.e shooting and i1auling on deck for treat­
ment of any whale. 'i\1i s was partly due to the fact that 

. ihe men on the towing launch were inexperienced and two 
whales got out of control in heavy swell while being 
towed in arid were subsequently beached. The time taken 
in refloating and treating thes.e caused further delay 
in the treatment of other whales moored in the bay. 

;,With the arrival of more men the efficienoy of 
the station was increased, and as many as twelve or 
fourteen whales were tr.e-ated per day without further 
mishap. 

"Tl1e greate_st number · of whales taken on any one 
day was fifteen and in any one weelc seventy-seven. This 
weekly total was a record for the station. On other 
week~ as many as sixty-six and sixty-three were taken. 
An average weekly catch was in the vicinity of forty. 

"Very little trouble was given by the machinery 
and only breatdowns of a minor nature occurred, mostly 
wit~1 winches. On occasions water in tl1e dams became 
very low and had to be conserved :for the boilers. Trouble 
was experienced with the drier and for three days meal 
had to be taken by truck and deposited on the sand hills. 
However- this meal was recovered at the end of tl1e season. 
A.t::->art from tnis everything ran very evenly with a 
minimum of trouble. 

'
1This season the quota of 600 l1umpback whales 

was filled fo·r the :first time since the Nor' -West 
Whaling Company began ope.rations in 1949. The total 
oil production totalled 30,600 barrels, equalling 5,100 
tons. fhe total meat meal production was 18,086 bags, 
eguallirrg 1,127 tons 10 cwt. The oil is shipped away 
by overseas tankers and the meat meal is shipped to 
Fremantle by tl1e M. v. 1'Kybra 11 , in 5,000 bag consignments. 
Tl1e "Kybra" is the largest vessel to enter the bay. 
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11:Dtir'ir:i,g the seasot:i only four undersize whales 
· were taken 'as agai ns·t eleven fqr tt-1.e 1952 season. TWO · 

of these und_ersize whales were taken .by the Chaser ;'Point 
·ci:o~t.es 11 ' . one by the 111fa·eremai star 11 and one by the : . 

- l _1Vf:g±lant 11 • ' · · · 

11 A special permit vyas granted t :o tl're · Company 
for the tak;ing . 9f.six speqial wl1ales on and above their 
quote tl'iis season. · ·fl1es(3 comprised two .yearling 1iVhales 

:and two cow and 6al{pairs ~ all for scientific research 
to be carried out by i4r. Graham Cl1ittleborough, c.s.r.R .. Q. 
some difficulty was experienced wi tb. tlrn gunners as · 
they were reluctant to talce the cow and ' calf pa:i.rs, 
considering it uneti1ical whether for scientific research 
o~ oiherwise. ~o~eve~ Mr. TT. Larsen, Captain of the 
"Haeremai star 1

' de,cided _ he would · shoot - one cow and calf and 
thi·s was done on September 15. The cow measured 43' 0 11 

and the qalf wl1ic_h was a female measured -20'411 • One 
yearli:rig :(''emale was shot by the Chaser "Vigilant''.-. on the 
28th August and measµr.ed 3,1' 4½"• Mr. Chi ttleborough con­
sidered that enough material was gained from this 
yearling whale for the present and therefore cancelled 
the takirrn_ of the second y~a;rling whale. ·r believe that 
tr·ora · t11e·!5e thre_e .special y;l1ales .some : very good material 

-- was obtained by Mr. Ct1i ttleborough for researcl1 'pUr};)oses,. 

• =i ·• 

bt;--
11Egui:pmen~ at Point C loa te,~ station consists 

2, ,j artman "Digest ors 
,: 1:2 Kvaemer Digestors 
·. 4 Eiharples supe,r-_De~anters 

2 De-Laval Oi ,:r Se:pa:rators 
2 De ... Laval G-1\.le .- wat.ei~ s ·eparators 
1 Stalf er-Duktaf -~r;fer ( manufactured by i 1Mulde 11 , 

· Norway) 

"The Hartman cookers can digest approximately 
80 tons of blubber _ and meat_,Jp 24 hours coo-king.. They 
ta~e~~bout one ho~i for one ~9~~king~ 

,. , · "The · Kvaemer _cookers _ can digest approximi?-tely 
25·,>t-Qns~_ in one coo.king lasting approxima:tely 4 hou:h~. 

-=-.,. : . .- .-;· •. ~- ~- • . . . . . .. . . . 

-_, . ·... "The ShB.'rples suri"er ·:oecanter-s a:re bf American 
or-igi_!l and serve -~he dual 'pui•_p_,:;1~2:e of ,-
: -.;_.:. x~_:•:"::;.ii- ·=: ::__:.; -:. 

=-: .~ -G .- __ . _ :: -· -··· .. ..:;: :·r ·~-· 
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Clarifying the glue water to make it 
more suitable for the better running of 
the De-Laval glue water ~eparators. 

Recovering and dischar ging the meal from 
the glue water • 

"'rhe Sharples machines not only reduce the oil 
content of the meal to about 5~ on a dry basis, but they 
also discharge t he wet meal (at a bout 55% moisture 
content) in a finely shredded condition for easy drying. 

"Oil storage space became very scarce in August 
and whaling operations we r e reduced to a mini mum until 
the overseas tanker M. v. "Tamar" arrived to take on oil 
at Maude Landing. This oil was shi pped from the station 
to the landing base by the company tanker M. V. "Nor-Whale ;i & 

After this, two more storage tanks were built as that 
suctl a situa tion rnay not arise in futu·re se ason~. Had 
it not been for the shortage of men in the early part 
of the season and the shortage of oil s pace later on 
this s e8son would have been concluded at an earlier 
date. 

"Bre a kdowns in the Clrnser 0 Vigilant 1' were very 
frequent and she wa s constantly under re pair f or one t hing 
or another. Consequently she lost a good dea l of time 
wl1ich could have been spent cha sing. The "Ha ere mai Star" 
suffered dama ge to her propeller shaft which h&d to be 
repaired under water by means of a diving suit consisting 
of gas mask f a ce piece and lead belt and boots. The 
Chaser "Point Cloates 11 was fortuna te to have no serious 
mechanica ·1. trouble throughout the season. 

"The three cha se r s' total catch wns as follows -

11 Haerema i St a r 11 231 killed with an average length of 40.6ft. 

"Point Cloa tes 11 245 II I I ii a :1 H 39.7ft. 

· j'Vigi lan t 11 124 ii ii " ti "ii II 38. 9ft. 

11 r.rhs total foota ge for the season wa s 23,941 1 9 11 

with a tota l average length of 39' 9". 

110f the 30,600 barrels of o i 1 obtain ed, there 
was an average of 51 barrels per wha l~ making an average 
or 1.2 barrels per foot. 
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"All considered the 1953 whaling s_eason at 
Point Cloates was a successful one and was concluded 
at an earlier date than was originally anticipated. 

11 The following is the approximate disposition 
of men on key jobs wh~n the station is in full 
production -

Boilers - 5 men. 
Flensing Deck - 2 shiftp of 3 men and 2 winch drivers 
·Top cutting deck - 2 shifts . of 9 men and 2 winch drivers 
Power house - 2 shifts of 1 man. 
Motor Launches - 4 men 
Separator Room)· - 2 shifts of 3 men 
Super Decanters) 
M~intenan?e ) _ 8 men. 
Fitters snap) · .. 
Meat meal dryer- · 2 shifts of J ·men 
Cookers · - · 2 sl1ifts of 2 men 
Blacksmith shop - 3 men 
Each ' bf the three chasers has a complement of Captain 

and 9 men. 

11Details of Harpoon gun and equipment -

Gun Calibre = 90mm. or 3i- inch.es diameter. 
Harpoon le,ngth (fully equipped) C.M. V. Brand 5'11.;1. 11 , 

, "' Larvik Brand 6'1i 11 • · 

Total weight approximately 170 lb. 
Warhead length = 14 11 

J diameter at base = 3¾''. 
Charge wei ght= 2 lbs. blac :{ powder (approximately") 

11 'rhe above details of the harpoon gun are 
correct as far. as I know, but may vary with different 
wl1ali ng stati ens. 11 

, WHALE MARK FOUND 

Last August the following report was received 
from Assistant Inspector V. J. Sinclair -

. 
11 I have to repor t for your information that 

or{ July 27, 1953 1 a. 'wh·ale marker was found in the back 
meat of humpback whale serial no. 203 vv i1ich was a 
female measuring 46' 7 11 • 


