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waters to the north. 

The figure~ for 1953-4 reveal some improve­
ment over 1952-3 , but they still fall fat sho~t of the 
record 195·1-2 catch .. . Opening · the Jurien Bay area 
eased the .fishing pressure in other adjac ent waters 
and in addition dont\i buted to the increased catch~ 
Jurien Bay will not b.e open next season. · 

Not only in the Abrolho~, b~t also in this 
region, must the inc·rease in production be to· scme 
extent attributed to cdntinued go6d weathe~ and con~ 
seguently improv~ fishing conditions. We cannot · 
thcirefore afford to be complacent in regard to tbis 
fishery either, It too needs very careful managG1~n,snt . 

DUCK SHOOTING 

'rhe attention of all Inspectors is d 1:- ::: ·· .. n ·~ -: 
the fact that the 1953-4 season ended at midn j.[,'.-::. t: c·,·.:. 
May 31 throughout the State. Until the next open 
season is declared, no ducks may be taken by any 
person, unless they hold a l .icense issued b~r t t1L: ~:·:~ 
partment. Inspectors are r e quested to pay pa r t i ,·1l1a::· 
attention, as far as other duties permit, to the 
policing of the close season, especialJ.y in tbe fiist 
few montl1s wl1en clutches have the:i..r g11 eatest cl1an· .c 
of survival. Shooting in the ea~ly wi2 ~G r manth2 
causes birds to disperse after whidh they again have 
to pair off. · This :~evetely delays bree ding and 
nesting and pre;vents .tl1e possi'l5:ility of .dot1ble_ clutcl:..e r:3 
with a marked adverse- ·effect on the duck po:9ulation, 

WHALING SEASON 
-----~- ... •--~· --·· --

'rhe season for 1954, as j_n otheI' year-s, coar:n-­
enced on May~ , and will close on Octobnr 31. · · 

Licenses have been issued to the 3 Wes t Aus­
tralian stations by the Commonwealth Jhsherieo '.J:.':':E'i 0 1,:i~ 

who have advisSd that their whaling o~ficers, Uos srs 
R,Hatten and J . L.H0ath will be stationed at Car~a~vc~ 
an~ Point Cloates respeotivs ly. Inspector G,C. Jcf~o~y 
will act for the Commonweal-~h. at Albany " 


