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Sper,m oil has been for many years a valued 
product of the. sperm whale, which so far has not been 
synthesised owing to its chemical makeup. It is 
unique among oils in that it contains fatty alcohols 
which make it· suitable for particular uses. There 
is a good demand for it in the . l..ea ther and f'ur trades 
and also in the textile indusbjj for finishing cotton 
and rayon thread. Because of its penetrating powers 
and rust preventive properties it is widely used in 
industry. Milady must thank sperm oil for the lustre 
in her high quality shampoos •. 

Spermaceti, another product from the q;ead 
of the sperm whale, is used in the .preparation of 
cosmetics, shaving and cold creams, ointments and pill 
coatings. 

1954 WHALING SEASON 

The tab le on page 39. . sets out the whaling 
statist ic s for the 1954 season. Although the three 
sta tions did not commence operations till some time 
after the se~son officially opened on May 1, full 
quotas were taken for the second year in succession. 

. The bulk of the whale oil output was 
"sold forward;, to Hollan._ and German,'./ at a ·price of 
approximately £A100 per ton. This figure is · 
slightly higher than last year's value of £A94 per 
ton. Unlike previous years, when irregula~ visits 
by tankers to take away the oil created many diffi
culties9 t his year oil loading operations went 
forward wit hout undue delay. 

By-products were again sold on a ready 
market. Whale meal, which is used as a stock food, 
commanded a price of about £.A48 a ton, while solubles, 
which are also used as stock food, sold at £A65 a ton. 
The solubles, which were dried ·this year for the first 
time, contain an extremely high percentage of protein. 
It is interesting to note that a market has now been 
fo und for baleen, which for some time has been a drug 
on the market. M1=my years ago~ it :was in great 
de cw.nd £'01· uee as ··v.~:9.2.a-bone 11 in certain women's 
q;arrn.E; r-~ts. 
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This year the aveJage 1ength of each whale 
wa~ slightly less than last year. This partly 
explains tl1e fact that the tonnage, of oil taken was 
slightly less than last year's ~ak&. It is ilso 
teflected in the output of _oil ~e~(whale. _ Iri 1952 the 
average was 8.7 tons of oil, in 1953 8.5 ton~, while 
this year the average dropped to 7.,9 totis. · 

Economically the season has again been very 
') sµccessful. Taking into account the sales of oil and 

the by-products associated with its production, the 
. approximate value of each whale caught is about £A975• 
· The industry is therefore worth something dike 

£A1 ,287,000 annually to this State. 

The plate comptiring the 1953 and 1954 catches 
of the Cheynes Beach Whaling Company has been 
reproduced from the original diagram compiled by 
Inspector G.C. Jeffery. 

It graphically presents th~ shift of the 
take this sea~on when 36 whales were taken in June com
pared. witl1 24 in June, 1953, representing an increase 
of 150 ·per cent for the month. The ,ffuly catdh was 53 
whailes,. in 1953,· and, coinc:idently, 54 in ,1954. The same 
rate of improvement on 1953 figures was ac;:hievep. in 
August as in June, the August figures bei-qg 23 d.n 22 
days wst year ··and 30 in ·20 days this year~ · ·1 
'" I • · • 1 
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NEW ZEALAtID LICENSE RESTRICTION 

.=f: : ' 
· .. . A re·:port comes from New Zealand that :'; the 
\ Gove:rnni.ent' s Marine· Department has adopted a sye{tem 
; for 'res.~ricting crayfishing licenses simil0:r to 'that 
; existing in this State. The policy now ad~pted is 
1 that of not ~~h~wing commercial crayfish licenses to 
those who take up fishing on a commercial scale only 
during the crayfish season. 

. . . . . . . I 
. iil;t wi 11 be remembered that N~w Zealand s 

crayfishe'rf h!;!.S redmtlY- enjoyed a boom \p·erhaps best 
illustrated; by the iri_crea~e, of thet:r exP,orts to America. 
In 1952 1,908,132 lb. , of cray tails were exported and in 
1953 this figure increased to 3,080,335 lb. The number 
of part-time ffushermen had increased apparently to such 
a proportion that it was considered a threat to the 
future of the industry. 
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