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Standards of seamanship and maritime know­
ledge required by skippers, coxswains and engineers 
are set down in the new regulations, which also 
provide that fishermen must understand English · and 
be naturalised. Skippers are required t6 be able to 
read and write the language. Twelve months' grace 
has been granted before men will have to conform to 
the regulations, and there is also a provision that 
men with many years' experience at sea may qualify 
on the basis of experience. 

OUTSIZE KINGFISH LANDED 

At a metropolitan beach early in October 
a mulloway (river kingfish) measuring 4 1 9·,, in length 
with a girth of 31 11 was caught on a joined scrap 
nylon line. The weight of the fish was given as 64 lb. 

NET RESTRICTIONS AT SHARK BAY 

The recent enforcement of a regulation 
prohibiting the use of 1i 11 mesh whiting nets was sus­
pended shortly after being enforced. A deputation of 
two Shark Bay professional fishermen, Messrs G.W. Fry 
and R.O. Hoult, was introduced by the Minister for 
the North- West, for. Strickland, to the Minister f'or 
Fisheries, Mr. Kelly. The Superintendent was also 
present. After listening to their case, Mr. Kelly · 
decided that the suspension would stand pending a 
thorough investigation into the position. 

DOLPHINS AT GUILDFORD 

Another indication of a very early season 
was given by the appearance of six big dolphins near 
the confluence of the Swan and Helena Rivers on 
October 1~. The big fish appeared to be feeding on 
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small mtillet ' which were known to ti~ pls~t~ful in that 
part of the river. · Due to the po or winter··r~iris~:·· t.h'er.e· 
has been very little fresh water ~omi ng down, irid ~oti­
seguently there is only a shallow layer of slightly 
fresh water on the top at Guildford. This is thought 
to be responsible for the .unusually Garly appearance 
of the porpoises, as they are commonly .t0rmed. 
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:NEW JETTY AT SHARI( BAY .:: .. ,- ... 

During a visit by the Minister for the 
North-West (;.ir. Strickland) to Sho .rk Bay last montl1~ 
it was announced that the Government had approved of 
£14.000 being expEmded on a 1,700' . Jetty and slipway 
for the fishing fleet at Denham. · The Treasury h~s 
indicated that provision could be made for this exp en­
diture from the cur~ent financial ye~r's fundso It 
is hoped that the work will be completed before June 
30, 1955;; out · availability and transport of material ,:_, 
will be the•deciding factor. 

WHALING PRODUCT.ION FIGURES CORRECTED 

Final figur~s have now be en received from 
the OheynGs Beach 1?ihaling Uo. Pty. Ltd., concc:rning 
the take of oil for the 1954 season. The extra barrels 
of oil were recovered when the company was winding up 
operations for the season. 

Barrels of 6i l t 'taken -
Barrels of oil taken per 
Barre ls of oil taken p6r 

Previous 
· ·· figure: 

6143 
wha le: 51~2 
foot · 

whale . 1. 27 . 

F1;nal 
figur.§. 

6286 
52.4 
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