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three-inch fingerlings vlanted during October-November. 
Twenty-three thousand o:f- these fish can safely be 
carried in the Fisheries Department's transport tank, 
provided they- are trransported at night and lib~·rated 
in the darns befo~e the heat of the day. 

The planting :_of yearlings would conserve· the 
f'ood supply in the dams -and give a quicker re turn, but 
tl1e high cost of transport, }OQ to 1,0COper load, 'makes 
it unetonomical. -. · 

WHALING 

Shore-based whaling abtivities were further 
expanded last year ;,,,hen a new . cqmpany; Australia's fifth_ 
coa~tal whaling station - b~gah ope~ations from By~o~ 
Bay, New South. Wales,in late July. With the addition .of 
the new cbm-pany' s quota of 120 whales, t .he permissible · -
catch th.is season was raised to ·' 2,040 h.umpback whales. :.:' 
Whalers- experienced little dif:f'l.cul-ty -in making cont1mi.;_ 
ous kills and were ·able to keep processing plants at · 
shore statibns op~rating at nea~ capacit~aJring the 
three months ta mid-September~ by which dkie stations 
at Point Cloates, Babbage Island and Cheynes Beach in 
Western-- Australia and Moreton Island in _Queensland had 
all taken their . quotas. By the close .of the season on 
30th October, Byron Baj· statiori had also taken its 
full quota of whales. 

Production. 

The quantity of hig't.~=g.rade whale oil, whale 
meal and solubles produced in 1954, together with com­
parativa fiiures 'fci~ the two p~evious . seasons, are 
shown in ·ti,-le .followiug :-i;able :..:. 

;_ , _, 

1954 1953 1952 
(tons-) (tons) (tons) 

Whale Oil 16,667 17,058 1,.,~26. 
1Nhale Meal 3: 4,750 4,128 
Solubles 1,425 1,809 · · 3,290 

(dry) (wet) (wet) 

~ not · available 
. -

The smalle~ yield of 8~2 tons of ail per whila this . ,. 
-~--·----~: ·---~ .; . · ·- . --- --·· 
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season, as compared with 8.5 and 8.7 tons in the past 
two seasons, is due largely to· the smaller amount of 
blubber on whales, which this season migrate& e~rlier 
than usual from southern waters- because . of the . . adverse 
weathe_r in their winter feeding- grounds. 

. . . 

. : . The pr ice of whale oil aga•in showed little · 
· variation during 1954 and at £76 sterling per ton, 
. f.o.b. Continental ports (£A96 .. per ton), production for-­

the _season was worth approximately £At,600,000 as com­
pared, with £A1 ,586, 000 in 1953._ Value of meat. and . 

· s6lubl~s . is more difficult to 3stimate as the valu~ is 
•· ·gauged ori. an arbitrary ruiing ·price 'for a particular . 

protein content. During 1954, The Australian Whaling 
Commission, which is the sole producer of whale solubles, 
changed over to the drj.ed product to facilitate -­
marketing. Selling _at £60 per ton, this has proved an 
attractive by-product and, with ini.tial difficulties 
n_ow surmounted, stations at· Point Cloates and ijoreton 
Island are -- to -install similar -drying plants this year 
or· early in 1956. Whale me~l was again sold wholly 
on· the Australian market at approximately £40 per ton. 

On ·present fndications, the Fisheries . 
Division of. the Department of Commerce. &_Agriculture 
places the value of the i rid us try' s total output for 
1954- at approximately £1, 750,000· -- the same level as 
that of the previou~ yeir. 

- F:i:SHERIES LICENSES ISSUED DURING 1954-

The 'table· below sets out the licenses issued 
· an~the value · of the· boat& and gear for 1954. · As · a 

comparison, 'the totals for 1953 are also shown with_ t _he 
increase or decrease.-.as the case may be • . 

: . . ...... . ·. . . . . . -· 
. . 

•· There was a con~inuation in the decline in 
tne , Amateur Net Fishermen's Licenses · issued, mainly due 
to a reduced number in ~_t?:,e met;r:-opoli tan area. 

The fall in the total number of Professional 
· Fishermen's Licenses ivas -par:t-1.y.--due ·-to the direction 
- . re_s~ _ric.titi:g -the .gr,anting of li'ceri,se? to part"'.'"time pro-

•:fessi_ona1· fts .h~ rrnen •. . · · . · · · : . · . . . 
-.. --:~:...,~ .... -

~:.,_.: __ z~:•:.· .:.· :. >- · -Licen:·~i~gi ;f boats has been policed more 


