
CRAYFISH RESEARCH 

It was anJ1ounced last month that samples 
o:f Wes tern Australian cra;yi'ish would oe sent to the 
Scripps Institute o:f Oceanography, Cali:fornia, oy the 
Fremantle Fishermen's Co-operative :for the study o:f 
cray:fish pigmentation. 

Dr. K. Sheard, 0:fficer-in-Charge of the 
W.A. Regional Laboratory of the Division of' Fisheries, 
C.S.I.R.O., will examine the cray:fish with other 
experts at the Institute. 

Dr. Sheard will leave Perth about the end 
of August to spend about 4 months aoroad, and while 
overseas will study current res earch in the United 
States and Canada on crayfish and plankton. Research 
workers at the Universities of Miami and Hawaii, and 
at the Paci:fic Biological Station in British Columbia, 
Canada, as well as at the Scripps Institute, have 
been collaborating with the staff o:f the Division of 
Fisheries in this State. Dr. Sheard's visit is 
designed to further this collaboration. 

Population problems of crayfish and prawns 
will also be considered at the annual con:ference of 
the Gulf and Cariobean Fisheries Institute, and Dr. 
Sheard will present a pa1x: r to this Institute during 
his trip. He hopes that this con:ference will provide 
information to assist scientists here to a better 
understanding of' the Western Aust1"alian cray:fishery. 

MARSUPIAL RESE.ARCH EXTEI\TDED 

It was announced last month that the 
Chairman o:f the c.s.I.R.O. (Sir Ian Clunies Ross) had 
made an o:ff'er of :financial support f'or the W.A. 
University's marsupial research program:ne. 

The program'Tie, which was initiated and has 
"been directed by Professor H. Waring, of' Perth, has so 
far concentrated on local wallabies (~uokkas). It will 
now be :possible, however, to extend the work to the 
larger marsupials (kangaroos and euros) in an endeavour 
to learn how these animals :feed, the amount o:f water 
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they require 9 and how quickly they re-produce. 
. . 

This kno-1.Nledge is of paramount irnportanpe 
to _tb,e agri.cul:t'ural and pastoral industry in, this , 
State, as from it meth ods of control of kangaroo • 
populations might be evolved. 

SOUTH· WIGS T TUNA RESOURCES· 

Considerable public interest .has been 
aroused in the tuna surveys initiated by this Depart
ment some time ago in the area lying befaire.l::)h : .. · ' 

_ .. · ,Fremantle and Cape "Naturaliste~ The survey is · now 
being continued by Captain H. C. V\T . Piesse :in ·1i{i:i.terif. o:C:f 
Freman tle with . the de1Jartmental research vessel ' · 
ir Lane e ;u.n II O 

Several~arieti~s ' of thi~ fine food and 
sporting f'ish occur · in Western Ausi;;r-aliari waters. _The 
larges t 9 the southern bluefin 9 is found. 'principally 
along the sou th coast. Frequently j,n •·iate· suriune·r ·.· 
v.Qry large specimens of the ' sou therri oiue:fin Elnter' -
Princess_ 1Royal . Harbour -{Albany) aind many fTsh 'up to 
3.QQ lb. in ' :weight have been taken bf local professional 
fishermen:·. This species is supposed to · migrate to 
Wes tern . Au.s.tralia annually · from the eastern States and 
is thought to spa\,m in the area lying between Capes 
Leemvin and Na turaliste. To the best of our knovvledge, 
this is the only ,.part ~of_,Australia •.where . very small 
juvenile southern .b luef'in are found - some as small as 
1 lo. having been captured here. . This species is 
rarely encountered north of Busselton. · · 

Another tuna 9 the northern blu~fin 9 ·{s quite 
common in northern la.ti tudes, and during : the_ wih_ter . 
months large concentrations · of fish averaging ·s1i'gh_tly 
more than 20 lb. are met with at Shark Bay. This · 
species has been caught as far south as Cape Naturaliste 
but -only- when conditions were -favourabr~. Unfortunately 9 

what ;; con.sti-tu tes favourable conditions : is not at :th~ 
moment'. clearly understood.. . 

The yellowfin tuna 9 another northern species 
and probably the choicest of all the western tunas, 
occasionally migrates as far south as Busselton 9 and 
at times is quite common in waters around Rottnest. 


