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FAUNA PROTECTION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

A meeting of· the above Committee was held 
in the Department's board room on Tue sday, June 7. 
The Chairman (Mr. A.J. Fraser) and all members of' the 
Committee vvere present. lhe Secre tary ( Mr. H.B. 
Shugg) was also in attendance. The following were the 
main items discussed -

Sanctua:ries : 

C'onsiderable discussion took place with 
regard to proposed sanctuaries ·and fauna reserves 
throughout the StatE? • . The . Secre tary, when reporting 
on progress made, ref'erred to Bibra Lalce near Jandakot 
which the Committee desired tci be set .aside f'or the 
preservation of' j_tti aquatic f'auna. The Lands Depart­
ment had advised .. that this l ake was reserved :for the 
purpose 6£' public :_ recreation and had . recently been 
vested · in the Cockburn Ro a·d· Bo.ard. Negotiations by 
the Depa rtment· vvi th . the Board were success:ful in that 
the latt.er had agreed to gazette by-laws _restricting 
the carriage and discharge of' :firearms on the reserve. 

Following advice :from an honorary warden 
in the d-istrict, · an endeavour. 1iyas,, mad_e to . secure 
Thomson -Lake, a few miles south o:f Bibra Lake, · as, a .. .. 
f'auna sanctuary. I .t . was_ r eveale d, howe.ve;r>, that this, ~: 
lake and i.ts adjoining r~serve; which har1:lours a rich ·· 
variety of' :fauna, is vest.ed in the Public Works · · · · 
Departnient :for drainage purposes. .An application has ·· 
been lodged with the Lands Department to have ''f'auna 
protection'! included as a purpose of' the reserve. · I:f 
this is done it would automatic~lly become a sanctuary 
:for _f'auna and, to some extent, under the control of'·- · 
the Cow.mi ttee. . · · 

· A decision is shortly to b e m3. tille by the 
Lands · Department on tb;e question of' reserving- f'or 
:fauna all the rocks and islands between Penguin Island ' 
and Cape Peron. Some of' these islands are richly · 
endowed with bird lif'e and form the northernmost 
nesting ground of' the fairy penguin • 

. The .Cammi ttee reaf':firmed . its desire to see 
a ·1arge national par le and f'auna . sanctuary . declared in 
the area between Mandurah ana. Hunbury, embracing all 
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the waters of Peel Inlet and the Harvey Estuary and 
the whole of Lakes Clifton and Preston and the 
adjoining small lakes and swamps. It vvas decided 
that ·representati_ves of the Committee, together with 
the Chief Vermin Control Officer, Mr. A.R. Tomlinson, 
earry out a survey of · the area. and also meet members. 
of the road boardsoconcerned and discuss aspects of 
fauna conservation an0_ vermin control in the area. 

To clarify the l e gal position regarding 
fauna reserves, advice was sought from the Crown Law 
Department. The Acting Crovm Solicitor said that in 
his opinion :-

(i) any land reserved under Section 29(g) 
of the Land Act for the conservation of· fauna 
is automatically a sanctuary; 

(ii) it is possible to make regul a tions 
providing for protection of fauna in a sanc­
tuar~,r notwithstanding tha t the contro 1 of 
the sanctuary has b e en vested in another body; 

(iii) it is possib le to malrn regulations 
providing for the control of any such 
sanctuary by the Comm;Lttee, but only to the 
extent of carryin g out the purposes and 
intentions of the Fauna Protection Act; 

(iv) no regulations should be gazetted which 
are inconsistent with any r egulatioI).s made 
under thG provisions o:f the Fishi;ng, Vermin, 
Whaling and Zoological Gardens Acts which 
over-ride th~ _;Fauria Protection Act; 

(v) any regul a tions made in respect to a 
sanctuary controlied by anothe r body should 
be made only after close liaison with thG 
other body. 

Interstate Fauna Conference 

The Chairman explained that the purpose of 
the · proposed Conference was to improve interstate 
co-operation on f auna conservation and protection. It 
had been de c ided to hold the Conference in September 
and to formn_lly open it on Tuesday 9 September 20. 
Delegates f1°om all the other States and from the 
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_Northern Territory, u.~.a. observers from · the _ c. 8~ I. R. o. , 
' a_re expected to be pr.esent. They vvill be taken on a 
field trip .to· '. the Dryanclra Forest Reserve in the -
Cuballing Road .-District and to the Pemberton i'ore·at 
area and t1;ou t hatchery before the fo.rmal discussions 
are commenced. · A v±si t will probably be made to 
Rottnest Island. 

. . . . 

_ .. _ Tlle .Committee · agreed that a -symposium on 
fauna conservation should be held at - the conclusion 
of' the conference. It was decided to invite speakers 
from the Roya], 8Jciety, VV~A-. . Naturalists' '- Club, "lt_1e 
Zoology Der,c~rtment .of' t:he University· and the Wildlife 
Survey Section of CoS.I.R.O. The Chairman said that 
speakers would be as1rnd to prepax•e papers which could 
later be pu1,lished as a permanent record. · 

Open . Season: 

( a) Kangaroq_§: After considering replies ._ to a 
questionnaire f'pom those districts.where ·there was 
an open season last year, the Committee decided to 

.. recommend an open season this year in a reduced 
number otdistricts, Members thought that it was 
of little use proclaiming an open season in those 
areas where farmers had been unable to talrn 
advantage.of previous openingsQ It recommended 
to the _Minister that ~n open season be declared 
:from July 15 to Nove1, .. Jer 30 in the Upper Black­
wood, Plantagenet, Man j irnup, 'l'amb ellup and Gin gin 
Road Districts. 

(b) Emus: The Committee dis.cussed the ef':Eective­
nesso:f"°the open season last year in the Albany, 
Denmarl{. 9 Manjimup and Plantagenet districts, and 
decided that a further open season · thisyear was 
not warranted in any of' the areas where emus are 
protected3 , ,., ·: . . :· -

( a) lli~QPJ~~iJ.&~ . .P..tg__e..9n-.g;~ Comp 1 a in ts had be en 
_received from the . Capel area that brbnzewings were 
particularly troublesome in the clover .padd6cks, 
and caused serious d1:UT1age. The Committee believed 
that the position was not serious ·enough .to 
warro.nt an. open season. It resolved to recommend 
to any farmers who were troubled that they take 
advantage of' the per>mit system by obtaining m 
license authorising thG d.es 'cr1-1 ct ion of protected 
fauna causing damage to propertyo 
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(d) Finches: As reports indicate d that bird life 
in the Kimberley Division had enjo;yed a good 
s eason, .and it was anticipated that finches would 
be plentiful, it was decided to recommend the 
usual open season this year from September 1 to 
Decemb er 31 o 

MORE FISHING BOATS DAMAGED 

In the early hours of June 11, during a 
strong westerly ·blow,. two crayfishing boa ts dragged 
their moorings at Drummond's Cove in the Geraldton 
district, and were driven on to the beach. · Inspector 
S. Wo Bowler report.ed that the two b_oats concerned 
were the "Marlin", a 20' auxiliary launch valued at 
£500, and the "T-a Rose", another 20' auxiliary 
launch valued at ~5500 The 11 Mo.rlin 11 is ovmed by Mr. 
R. Armitage of Gerald ton ai1d the "La Rose!' by Mr. Lo T. 
Finley, a lso of Gerald ton . - . . The. 111\'l_arl_in_" sustained very 
severe damage to her hull and vvas almos"t· a total loss. 
The 11 La Ro s e" had d-am2.ge do,pe to ... the side of the hull. 
Neither 6f the bo a ts was insur~d._ 

,· 

Fishiilg launch -17 Tee Dee 11 · ovmed and operated · 
by Mr. T. : Dele:ney was badly dams.gea" vihen it b·roke 
its moorings whils t anchored a t Hor·rocks' ' Beach. 
After it · -vvas blovm ashore, it v,ras badly damaged by 
waves and surf and it is doubtftll . .if i t ·_can be · repaired. 
The 11 Tee Dee'; was value q. at abcn:.1t : £200 by its · ovvner~ 

TRJtVELLING ALLOWANCES 

As a result of--nego,tin tions b e tvvee]j·· t-l~e 
Public Service Commission:er · and the Civil Service 
Association, rates Of certa in al lowances payable have 
been · increased, retrospectively from June 1. · 

Travelling allowance has . ris.en -by 2/-d. a 
day to 33/-a_ per day for the first fourteiii d,~ys. 
Ai'ter fourteen d a ys the r•ate p2,yable is -_navv: , J :o/-d~ 
If it · can be shown that no re c7-uc tion has been made . in 
the tariff after fourteen days, the full . ainOurit_·_·of ·• 
travelling a llowance will be paid. · 

In the case of travel not including an 
overnight stay, the allowance for meals has been 


