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INTERSTATE FAUNA -AUTHORITIES'VISIT 
:. ,. -· 

_ · '.Dhe biennial conference of Interstate F~una .· 
Authorities was held-·in Perth frpm September 2Q to 23~ 
Delegates attended· from all States and the Nor_thern ·. 
Territory for the first time -in the history of' · the con-' 
ference. This:• made possible a very full discussion on 
eurrent problems related to the , administration of fauna 
conservation 'laws. 

Most of the: delegates arrived. on Friday 
evening, September 16. The following morning they were .
taken to view the 'wild Life .Show at the Perth Towri Hall. 
']he delegates were keenly in_terested in .all aspects of· 
the Show and congratulated the organisers and expressed 
a desire to see a similar' show held in their own States • 

.Accompanied by the Chief Warden of Fauna, 
Mr. A.J. Prasir 1 the Supervising Inspector, Mr. J.E. 
Bramley 9 Seni6rClerk H.B. Shuggand Fauna Warden _G.C. 
Jeffery9 the -delegates were talcen op -~ tour of our 1 

forest country during the weekend_. Mr. A.J. Milesi, 
a member of the Fauna Protection Advisory Committee ru1d 
Fire Control Superintendent of the -Forests Department, 
also accompanied the party and led them through the 
Dryandra Forest Reserve and in~troduced them to -the 
residerit :·forester in char.ge, Mr. J.H. Currie; · --The 
visi tor•s were delighted to find thB:t · a numbat had been 
located previously by Mr. Currie rs q.aughter, Jon·, and · 
its hiding place in a hollo.w -l,og sealed up, pendlng 
their arrival. The log was . opened and th.$ numbat · 
secured and photographed by th.e yisl tOrs·. · _ Mr~ J .B-. 
Higham, another member of t.he -Fauna Protecti~ori :Advi
sory Committee, joined the party at Dryandra. _and 
accompanied themto •Pemberton where they -arrived thE: . 
next morning, af'ter . having stayed the n:Lght at Narro
gin. The · party was met by Mr. A.R. Kelly, President · · 
of the Pemberton-Warren Trout Acclimatisation Society _ 
and other prominent Pemberton citizens, and taken on a 
drive through local national parks and for an inspection 
of' the trout hatchery and environs. 

The party returned to Perth via Bunbury on 
Monda:,r and in the evening gathered at the Palace Hotel, 
where .i. dir1,rer had been arranged_ in their honour by the 
Ministen f cp Fisheries (Mr. Kelly). Mr. Kelly pre
sid.c d. s.nd oi:'ficially welcomed the delegates to the 
S ··:~·A.·~: e e 



. 

• 

Mr'. 

Dr. 

Mr. 
Sir 

Mr~ 

Mr·. 

D;r-. 

Dr. 

Dr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. 

... _ .' ) 

( 161 ) 

tncluded '.~ong the guests were :

·A.D. Butcher, Director of I;'isheries & Game, 
. , .· · Melbourne; 

W.G. Bryden, member of the ·Fauna Protection Boa:r:>d 
. . of Tasm~rii~; 

F.J. Grif'.f'.iths, Chief G~arcii:an of-.Fauna, Sydney;· 
Edward Hallstrom, member of the: Fauna Protection . 

_ Panel of New Sbuth Wales; 
F. W. Moorhouse, Director of Fisbe-ries and Game, 

. .· . , . . Adelaide; 
c. Roff 9 Fatma Off'iceri Departme.n t or· Agriculture 

. and Stock', . Brisbane; 
E.P. Hodgkin, n·epartmen~ of' Zoology, university 

. . · . . bf W.A.; 
G.M •.. Dumiet, Officer-in-Charge, Wildlife Survey 

. ~ Section, C.S.I.R.O., Perth; 
D.E • . White, President, Royal Society of W.A., 

. . Department · of' Chemi·stry, .University of W.A.: 
A. R. ·. Main, President, the Naturalists! Club of W .A.; 

· H. E.B~ Smith, Qhairman~ State Gardens Board; . 
L • . Glauert, Dii:>ector of the West Austral_ian Museum; 
A,, c. · Harris:; _Con·s ·e-rvator ·of ,Forests; · · · 
A.J. Milesi, Deputy Member:,Fauna Proteption · 

- . Advisory . Committee; 
V.N. Serventy~ Education Departrhent, :·:Pertli. 

- The conference · ·proceedings · were officially 
opened on -Tuesday morning, at the 'board room of' the 
Farmers' Union o:f W ■- A. · , by Mr·. Kelly, who once more 
welcomed the delegate~pa~ticularly Mr. J.D. McConnell, 
representing ·-theNorthern Territory, who ·had arrived 
late the previous. night • 

. The , ·c'onferen~e adjourned at midday and in 
the afterno.on the delegates . were taken to ti.1.e South 
Perth Zoologi·cal Gardens and ent:ertained at 1?-fternoon 
tea by ' the Chairman, Mr. _H. E~ B • . Srni th, an,d members of 
the Zoological Gardens Committee. 

The conference dis:Eussions were .resumed on 
Wednesday morning and adjourned to allow delegates to 
attend a reception by the Lord Mayor at the Perth City 
~ouncil Chambers. In the afternoon the visitors were 
shown around the city and Kings Park and inspeeted the 
work being done on the quokka by the Zoology Department 
of the University of' W. A. · · 
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On Thursday evening they attended a meeting 
of the W.A. Bird Group 9 held in the W.A. Museum. Mr. 
Butcher 9 Director of Fisheries & Game,Melbourne, gave 
a talk on fauna reserves and national parks in the 
Un~ ted Sta ~es, and showed a large number of kodachrome 
slides to illustrate some of the problems · arid the work 
being done on fauna conserv2tion ir;t that country~ 

. . ·- . . _,_ 

· · .·- . Formal discussions .of the conference were 
comp_letid by midday on )[ri_day, · which allowed · the 
·visi to·rs, t~me· :to vis;i t Yarichep . Caves Reserve ... _ They 
shovved great interest in the koalas and indicated that 
the· animals appeared to be at least as:· heal thy as 
those ·in captivity, -i-n tp.e Eastern States. · · 

·.. ' . , ., . . . .. 

A syriiposi~ ori :faUI).a> conservation was held 
in the A~s(fr:1bly Room .o:f :tiie Institute of' Engineers, 
Gleda.en B1.1::.1dings ',' Per.th, . in the evening. Four papers 
were .. read; the -f'i'rst .by M:r, :V~)J. Se;pventy, represen
ting tl1e.c. R9y_al Society ru1d ,the · W.A. Naturalists' Club, 
h_j_s s u~o ject being "EssentiaJ. .. Requirements. of a Con
.ser·vation Pro gramme 11 

o . Mi-•. Serventy was . -followed by Mr. 
L. Glauert, Director of' · the W_{?st Australian Museum, 
who :. dealt with "Some Problems of Conservation". Mr. 
i~_R. Ivlain, Lee turer in Zoology at the University of 
w. A~ , spoke -~on . the .''.Role of . Pure Research as an Aid 
to Conse·rvation" and .·showed how research work on the 
Rottnest quokka brought outfacts .which will be of 
b:enefit -bpth iri the -cont :.·ol of pest marsupial fauna 

_?,P.q. in . the· conservation of .rare species. Dr. G.M. 
p.u:nne,t,-.- of the.. Wtldlife Survey Section, c. s. I.R.O., 
outli.J.wd . :teclu1.iqµes for the trapping and marking of 
fauna wliich provided considerable information on which 
to base · ecological studies. ·· 

Those present, inoluding the Eastern States 
delegates, joined in a general discussion which 
fo·lloweci. the reading of each paper~ 

Miss V. T • . Hogan, of Head Of:fice, and Mrs. 
M.E. Bell, seconded from the T.own Planning Department, 
tooli: verbatim notes on the · conference discussions, from 
which a report will be · prepared ,and published and copies 
macl.e available for ·a.1lthose in.terested, including each 
s t aff<' ·:·1en1ber. Similar treatment will also be given the 
f our ~dpers presented at the symposium. 



.. 

The Super'in tendent desires_ .. to . re-cord _his 
deep appreciation of"· the rf§ally first~·class· staf'f 
organisation which made · this -. conferenQe such ·a -sucoes,s;,; 
The organ:i,sation fell largely on -·the shoul,o..ers of Mr. 
H.B. Shugg, and. he : is .•to · be highly -commen·ded on his 
efforats. ·_ To Messrs Braml-.ey and Jeff'el'.'y, and · to Miss 
Hogan and Mrs. Bell, he e_xtends _his thanks_,for a1 · reall.Y 
worthwhile jo?•- · · · · 

SURVEY OF CARNAC ISLAND 

A group .of naturalists proposes .to -carry , 
out a survey of' the natural history of Ca:rn_ac Is.lancl _., .· . 
at the end of this yea·r~ -The party will coinpris;e , .6 · : •· 
to 8 people, drawn from the Zoology Departrrien t of ·1the '' · 
University and f'rom the W.A. Nat~ralists' Cl'l.J.b ·;.:: ·· They ' 
vlill study the adjacE:int marine and island flora and 
fauna and w~ll jointly prepare for publication in the 

1'W.Ao Naturalist" a report of their findings. .. .. 

The lessee of the --is·land has given his ., 
permissi.on for a camp to be established and. th_is De..;: 
partment has agreed to assist as far as pos.sibJe :. >:_ 
with transport between the i~larid ,and -· t:p:_~)rfainlanGi. 

FISHERMEN'S ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

A meeting of_, .t"he -· above _ Cornrnitt:ee will be 
held in the Fr.emantle ·courthouseon October 13 and. 14. 
Evidence will be taken from representatives of' cray
f'ishermen and other interested persons and organisa
tions, in relation to the management of the Fremantle
Lancelin-Cervantes-Jurien Bay crayfish fisheries. 

This will be the firs~meeting of the re
constituted Committee. It comprises Mr. A.J. Fraser, 
Superintendent of Fisheries (Cha:i.rman) ·; Mr. N.K. 
Swarbrick of Albany, representin g deep-sea fishermen; 
Mr. Franl{ Camarda, of Fremantle, representing cray
fishermen; Mr. W. Matthei, of Yunderup, representing 
estuarine aiid beach fishermen; and Mr. Roland Smith, 
of Perth, as the representative of those not commer
cially engaged in fishing. 

' '. ; .-


