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STORM DRIVEN B~RJl.§ 

For the :first time since 1917, ·a white~ 
winged ·black tern (phlidonias leuco_12tera) was recently 
recovered in the South-West. 

Following a report that rare birds had, 
ai'ter the cyclone in March, been observed at Mandurah, 
the Direetor of' the W.A. Museum (Mr. L. Glauert) des- · 
patched Messrs A.M. Douglas and W.H. Butler to inves
tigate. The party obtained the specimen of' the tern 
ref'erred to and also recovered another less-rare 
visitor, a fork-tailed swift ( rv:vcrc '1~acificus) • 
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Mr. Glauert said that the white-winged 
black tern was found in southern Euc>ope and Asia and 
that it normally migrated to Africa '.illd to the islands 
north o:r Australia. It had· only rarely been recorded 
in our State. The last previou~ re~ort of its 
oceurrence had been from Broome :.in 1 :;Jlt5. Last month, 
however, the cyclone must have brought them far south 
of' their normal ranf''3, and an unconf'irmed report f'rom 
Honorary Warcl..en w. c. Fo~d mentioned 200 of' them on 
Bibra Lake in the Spe'arwood district. 

The fork-tailed swift was usually seen on 
the Western Australian coast once or twice a year, Mr. 
Glauert added, but now this specj_es was being reported 
in thousands. 

MULLET__j\liD PRAWNS fi:'r M.Al~DURAH 

ProJ.uction oi' mullet in the Mandurah dis
trict this season has been exceptj_ona.lly good; reports 
Inspector s.w~ Bowler. 

Following excellent cat ches in December 
and February, when the landings tot .s.lled 31,660 and 
31,014 lb. respectively, prod1..1.ct:i.on :i_n Ma:::-ch reached 
41,699 lb. The previous highest monthly total was in 
Noverriber 9 1951, when 23,722 lb. was recor:ied. 

Although not a record, the prawn season 
just concluded was one of the best since the war, Mr. 
Bowler added. The total take b;y· prof~ssional f'ishermen 
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