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BABBAGE ISLAND WHALING STATION 

The CoITII11qriw:e?)._th __ Q-q:yernment on April 16 
announced its decision to sell the Australian Whaling 
Commission I s Carnarvon station to Nor '-V'lest Whaling Co. 
Ltd. This company operates the land station at Point 
Cloates, just south of North-West Cape. Althou~h no . 
figure was mentioned by the Minister for Trade -(Mr. -
McEwen) when making his announcement, it hai3- siiice b-eeri 
l earned that the ptirchase price was £880,000, or 
£260,000 more than that tendered by the Government of 
Western Australia. 

According to reports from time to time 
issued by the Whaling Commission, .the total amount 
advanced by the Commonwealth Treasury was £1,375,000. 
A substantial portion of this sum has already been 
repaid and a big sum salted dmvn in Govern_ment securiti es. 
The net profit since the Commission went into production 
in 1951 was almost £900,000. 

If Nor'-West Whaling Co. Ltd. can 
operate as successfully as the Commission - and there is 
no sound reason why it should not..: the company, whose 
overheads must be lower, should pay for the whole plant 
in 5 years. · 

It was certainly a good buy. 

DUCK BANDING 

The Department I s duck banding programme 
continued during April. 

Technical Officer J. Traynor, who is in 
charge of the field work, again was successful in 
banding over 200 ducks during the month. Operating at 
Yere .Yere and Yathroo stations in the DD.ndnra.gnn dis
trict, he trapped and banded 140 grey teal, 78 black 
duck, 20 maned geese arid 2 white-eyed duck, the latter 
being the first of this species banded. Having the 
previous month completed the original order of 3,000 
bands of the English No. 4 size, he was able to commence 
on a new series of two dif'ferent sizes - Nos. 3 and 4. 
The black duck, maned gees e and white-eyed duck bande_d 
during the month were ringed with No. 4 bands and the 
grey teal with No. 3~ 



( 67) 

The No. 3 bands are numbered 4001 to 
6000, and the No. 4, 6001 to 8000. 

The total number of birds banded this 
year is 785 - a _very satisfactory figure considering 
that banding did not commence until the middle of 
February. This makes a grand total of 31 99 birds banded 
since the inception of the scheme in June, 1952, 

Recoveries : · Six bands wer.e recovered during the month -
5 of them black duel{ and one grey teal. One of the most 
intere~ting ~€coveries was thit of No. 3274, which was 
from a bird banded at Cape Riche in February, 1955, and 
recovered by Mr. A.G. G~rdiner, of Burekup on the Collie 
.River, 190 miles away from .its banding site. 
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