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SURVEY OF BREMER BAY RESERVE . 

Fauna Protection Officer H.B. Shugg and 
Technical Oflicer J. Traynor 9 accompanied by Mr. Ray 
Aitken 9 of Dwnbleyung, last month carried out an inspec
tion of sections of this reserve. The purpose of the 
survey was to ascertain whether there was on the reserve 
a sufficiently large maliee fowl population to make it 
unnecessary to reserve a further area for the protec
tion of that somewhat rare species. 

· 'Tihe party first travel:L'ecf' through the 
reserve down the No. 2 rabbit-proof fence which cuts the 
western end of the reserve. The country in the vicinity 
of the Fitzgerald River was inspected, :first at the 
head o:f the estuary 9 and later at its junction with the 
Twertup River near Jonacoorial<:. Al though extensive foot 
patrols were carried out in this latter region, it 
appeared that mallee :fowl were not nearly as plentiful . 
as had been reported. Six old nest-mounds were located 9 

but no signs were ~een o:f recent activity. 

An attempt was made to enter · the Twertup 
Creek area :from a track o:ff the Ravensthorpe Road, but 
after proceeding :for some miles, the track disappeared 
in very rough and unpromising country and this traverse 
was abandoned. · 

Following locnl information, a visit was 
paid to the gorges and estuary of the Hamersley River 9 

south-west o:f Ravensthorpe. In this wild and isolated 
country, which is said to have been at one time among 
the most picturesque in Australia, a :few old mounds 
were located, but a great section of the best area had 
been burnt off. Mr. Aitken estimated that the habitat 
would not be restored to a condition suitable :for 
mailee :fowl :for approximately 20 years. Other very 
large sections o:f the reserve had also been burnt - a 
lot o:f it, as at the Hamersley, since December of last 
year. 

The party returned on the Ravensthorpe -
Magenta - Pingrup track and passed through mallee and 
moort thickets which were considered to be ideal :for 
the preservation of mallee :fowl. Two old mounds and 
one live bird only were seen as no foot patrols were 
maa_e due to lacl<: o:f time and the fact that this area had 
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been surveyed by other parties in recent . years. The 
apsence of burnt areas was most noticeable~ attributable 
to the fact that its geological character does not attract , 
prospectors. 

The opinion was formed that the Br-e.mer Bc1y 
reserve is principally a flora reserve and although it 
harbours a wide variety of bird life, it does not, at 
least in its present condition, contain sufficient 
suitable areas to guarantee the conservation of mallee 
fowl. 

The party was engaged on its survey for a 
period of one week, and travelled 378 miles in the 
reserve or adjacent country by land-rover and covered a 
lot of ground on foot. 

ARTICLES OF INTEREST AV~ILABLE 

In previous issues of this Bulletin, in 
March and April, 1956, the titles of interesting arti
cles and the name of the pub lication in which they 
appeared, have be en notified so that inspectors could 
borrow them if they wish. So far, no inspector has 
availed himself of this service @1d unless more interest 
is shown, it will be discontinued. 

The articles were selected for their 
general interest and especially for those officers who 
wish to keep abreast of newsof fish, and fishing, over
seas. They are too long to be reproduced and made 
available with these Bulletins. 

The following further articles are now 
available :-
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11 The Where and Why of 
Albacore" 

"Asdic in the Fishing 
Industry 11 

"East Anglian Herring 
Failure" 

"Pacific Fisherman", March, 
1956. 

- "World Fishing", March, 1956. 

- "World Fishing", March, 1956. 


