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STAFF NOTES 

Mr. B.K. Bowen, of Head Office, has been 
appointed Research · Offlicer 9 classification P-II-2/7, 
as from May 9, 1956. Mr. -Bowen is- now responsible 
for the research branch of the Department, Bnd al1 
research and investigational work will be under his con tr·ol 
a~d all technical officers subj ec t to his direction. 

Technical Officer L.G. Smith is at ·present 
engaged on a mullet tagging prograrmne at Sliark Bay~ ,. · 
It is expected that Mr. Smith will return to Pertp 
after the first week of this month. 

Inspector A.J. Bateman co:rtt>xted vipu~ :'·. 
influenze ·and was off duty for the l a s t few days of 
June. We were pleased to hea r ·-that . his illness was not of 
a serious nature, however, and t ha~ he is expected to 
resume duty on July 2 • 

. Technical .Of:fl.ice·P· J • . Traynor commenced th:..1 ee 
weeks' annual leave on .rune 25. Inspector IL J. Murr Ry 
plans to take his annual ,le ave l a ter t his mon th but 
will first visit Albany on spec:i.a l duties . · Inspector 
A.V. Green will be on ~hree weeks' l eav e from August 6 
to 26, inclusi v ·e, du ring which time Relieving Inspector 
A.K. Melsom vvi~l be in charge_ o:f the· Aloany district. 

Assistant Inspector R.J ; ·Baird arrived in 
Geraldton on June 7, ·to assist Inspec:to r R.M ~ :.CrcJ.wfo x•d 
during Inspector B. A. Carmi,chael I s · abs encB & Mr., · 
Carmichael was appointed whaling inspeqt oT for · the 
current season and has been st a tioned a t Carnarvon 
since June 8. 

1/Ve welccme to the staff Miss M.R. Co.rter 
who was,on June 18, appointed temporar-ily to the vacancy 
caused by Mr. Bowen's transfer to the Research Divisj_on. 
Mr. I. Bartholomew is acting in Mr. Bowen I s previous 
position of Statistical Officer. 
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PERSONAL PARS 

Dr. D.L. Serventy, Principal Research Officer 
in the Wildlife Survey Section of the C.S.I.R.Oo, 
stationed in Perth, returned to the State on June 29 
aboard the s.s. Southern Cross from C~pe Town. Dr. 
Serventy had been abroad for twelve months on study 
leave. He was stationed mostly in London, with an 
Australian colleague, Dr. A.J. Marshall, who is head 
of the Department of Zoology and Comparative Anatomy at 
St. Bartholomew's Medical College, Charterhouse Squar•e ~ 
He also visited laboratories and field stations in · 
,ther parts of' England, S,;otland and in Europe. He 
retu,rned home through Afr~. · ':l and made extensive field 
trips in Tanganyika and Northern Rhodesia with of'fi, ers 
of the Department of Agriculture nnd the Game and 
Tsetse Department. He also took the opportunity of' 
visiting parts of' South-West Africa where special 
platforms have· been installed on the ··oast to harvest 
the guan; :from the myriads of cormorants that :fee d in 
the nutrient-rich waters of the Benguela Current. 

Dr. G.IVI. Dunnet, Re search Officer of the 
Wildlife Survey Section, C.S.I.R.O., left Perth by 
air on June 28 on permanent transfer to Canberra. 
The quokka studies carried out at Rottnest under Dr. 
Iiunnet I s direction will be suspended and · may ·be carried 
on only as a part-time project or, alternatively, may 
be taken over by the Zoology Department of the University 
of Western Australia. · In Canberra Dr. Dunnet wi:).l, .. · 
for the time being, continue his research into the 
ecology of the brush-tailed possum. 

WHALING 

In June two whaling companies commenced · 
operations off the Western Australian coast. At 
Albany the Cheynes Beach Whaling Company took their 
first vihale, a female 4 7' 2" in length, on' June 8, and 
the Nor 'West Whaling Company 9 operating from Babbage 
Island, captured their first whale on June 12. It 
too was a female, meaauring 43'6". 

The N.or'West Company is operating four> 
chasers and expects to · take its hundredth whale early 
this month, operations, apparently, being quite 
satisf'actory. The usual predominan;·e of females in the 
early catch has again been experienced by both companies~ . 
parti ;. ularly the northern one. · r. 
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It is understood that the Commonwealth 
Government h a s granted the Nor'West Whaling Company 
approval to tak e 1,000 whales this season, being the 
combined t~t a ls of that of its old station at Pt. 
Cloat es and tha t of th e Carnarvon station, which the 
company a cquired earlier this year from the J.us t ralian 
Wh aling Commission. The · quota ·for the Cheynes Beach 
Whaling Company remains at 120 as in previous years. 

MINISTERIAL VISIT TO AMERICA 

The Minister for Fisheries, the Hon. L.F. 
Kelly, will leave for Canada and the United States of 
America on July 24. Mr. Kelly has been authorised 
by Cabine t to investigate legislation d·ealing with 
mining ventures, particularly oil production, with a 
view to the _introduction of model legislation in this 
State. He will also inquire into the marketing of 
craytails, pravms, and other fishery products. He 
will at the same time s eize any opportunity that offers 
of inspecting various sections of the i\merican fishing 
industry and investigat e the possibilities qf expanding 
the exports of Western .Australian products to the 
dollar bloc. 

Mr. Kelly will be accompanied by the Under 
Secretary for Mines, Mr. A.H. Telfer. · 

MOVEMENTS OF DEPARTMENTAL VESSELS 

'l;he departmental research.,.vessel "Lanc elin" 
reached Fremantle on June 16, aftE;;r ;a six months' 
prawn survey in northe rn waters. Arrangements have 
been n:ade for the "Lancelin" to undergo a refi't and 
enginee,r.-2_ of the Fremantle Harbour Trust have commenced 
a major overnau:t- ·of- her .. moj;ors. Capt. H. C. V\f. Piesse 
.and his crew, Mr. C.R. C. Haynes· {-Mate-) and Cade t 
· Inspector . ]) • . Wright, are carrying out the r efit prelim­
inaries. 

A s~1rvly revealed that the ,p.v. "Misty Isle", 
·whfch was buft'.:eted.and sunlc by a ga·1e at .Sha.r.K)3_ay last 
month, fortunately did not suffer v e ry serious damage. 
Ai'ter she was refloated, her engine was thoroughly 
overhauled and tested and found to be unaffected by 
its immersion in the sea. A shipwright of the Harbour 
and Lights~Department, a ccompanied by the Supervising 
Inspe · tor tMT. J.E. Bramley), will leave for Shark Bay 
on July 3 to ef:fect r epairs to her superstructure, which 
suf~ered some damage . 
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The p.v. "Garbo" remains at Frem~tle pending 
· allocation and availability of crew. 

·. CORONER' 8 . REPORT 

It will be remembered that the head diver 
of the Greek pearl diving crew lost his life at Broome 
l~st May. .. In his· report, after hearing evidence 
submitted, the Coroner ( Mr. A. L. 0 'B.rien) made the 
following findings and rec::,mmendation: 

"(a) Tp.at Kris_to_s K:ontoyanriis·. died on the 2Lj.th 
"day of May, 1956.9 at sea off Cape Bossut about 80 
11 miles south of Broome from asphyxia due to sudden 
"distension__ of .. the .. l1.mgs .. wl1ich .occurred when his air­
"line was severed by the propellor of the lugger 
"Postboy No" B12 from which .he was diving. 

"(b) That the accident was caused when the lugger, 
· "proceeding at a very sl'ow pace, was forced backvvards 

"by thre e he a.vy and unexpecteci waves, thus fouling the 
".ai·rlin·e vvhic:h was in its normal position over the 
"verandah protruding from the stern. 

11 
( c) That there is no evidence of c·arelessness, 

.. "negligence or inef:ff'iciency on the part of the crew. 

''.(d) It is my opinion that the accident, would 
llhave been avoided if a guard had been fitted around 
"the .propellor, and I intend IJecommending to the 
"appropriate Department that such guards be made a 
llpecessary requirement.n 

LARGE YELLOW-EYE.' MULLET CAUGHT 

A report from Inspector s.w. Bowler last 
month departed somewhat from the normal. Contrary 
to the usual practice it mentioned the capture of an 
oversize fish. It was a yellew-eye mullet caught 
by an angler in the Serpentine River while bream-
fishing. It was 18 inches leng and weighed 1i lb. 



TROUT EGGS EXPORTED 

1-n response to r equests from the Eastern 
States, 100 9 000 trout eggs from the Pemberton-Warren 
Trout Acclimatisation hatche ry were flown out of the 
State on June 25 . 

·- The eggs , which were placed on muslin covered 
trays in a special box packed wi-th moss and ice at 
Pemberton, were trucked to Perth a i rport by Technical 
Of:1ficer J.S. Simpson. Before loading onto the plane 
the excess moisture from melting ice vvas drained ·of:f 
and the box was repacked with fresh ice. 

Twenty thousand eggs were taken out at 
1-1.de l aide 9 for the South Jrnstralio.n Fly-fishers. Association, 
and the remainder were flovm to Essendon airport 9 

Melbourne, from vvhere they vvere to be carted direct to 
the Ballarat hatcheries. A report on their condition 
on arrival wi ll be awaited with interest. 

. . . 

LOCJ-i.L PURCH.h.SE ORDERS 

Officers are reminded that their use of 
local purchase or~ers to obtain petrol, oil, etc ., at 
Government rates i a a privilege dependant upon the 
early i..,endi tion of duplicate· orders. Late l y there 
has been a ~endency to neglect to send in duplicates 
promptly, the result being that there has been an 

.. ino.rdin..s:ite . del ay in passing creditors I accounts for 
payment. 

Unless a greater measure of co-operation 
is forthcoming ·ana. ··auplil~·at·e · orders sent -in .promptly, 
serious consider~tion will be given to the withdrawal 
of the p~ivil ege. 

DISTRICT INSPECTORS 1 MID-YEi~R CONCERENCE 

It will .be remembered that, at the last 
conference , it was decided tha t Mandurah should be the 
venue of the mid-year district inspectors' conference 
this year. Due to administra tive problems and pressures 
it has not been possible to s~t a definite date for the 
commencement of proceedings as yet but· ari early decision 

·-- -- ·---··· -----may be--.. e.xpectedg ____ __ . The venue vvill most likely be changed 
to Perth. ·- ·· ···· - ·· ··-
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WESTERN .,'.:i.USTRALIA' S PEARLING INDUS'.I1RY 

A clear picture of the development of the 
pearling industry in this State is shown in the table 
at page 91. 

Although there was a slight recession in 
1952, the steadi progress which had been made from 
1946~ when pearling recommenced with only 9 boats 
and -86 men after severai years' inactivity due to the 
War 9 has been well mainta::ined. 

It will be seen th~t the- ~verage piice 
obtained for she 11 increased from £54 7 a tori in 1951 
to £583 in 1952 and £633 in 1953~ Since then the 
price has remained fairly steady at £636 in 1954 and 
£637 in 1955. 

The following figures show a very significant 
changG in the percentage of workers of var~ous- n;:1tion-
ali ties engaged at Broome - · 

- - ' ,~- - - - ' -

- Year [ White iNa ti vefehinese) Japanese ,• MalayJD.lipino _ Indones:i. n.n. 
£ '. . t' 
I i i -

! 23. 9 
l 
/ 17 .1 

- -

!23 . 9 

0 

! 0 
. l 

114 .. 5 --
i 

i12. 9 
j 

j29 . 7 
- } 

I 

' ,:: includes half-castes. 

20.3 • 28 -

% 

1 
, 14. 1 
) 

l 
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\-r ____ j 

~ GpGUr Employed , -; 
t' 
' I 

. . .. 

11 ·'Asiatics 

_/'_ t~ f:3 1 s: .. J" I . - ! r) i) ~-=-~-~ ~- ::-·: 
/ t 

P earlshell 
I 

Produced . 

Value of', 

PQarls 

Value of 
I" 
I 

Boet,s and 
\i . 

Engage d 

... Li--------,--~;--l . t . ' 
b. , : : 0 • 

Q) I Cf.l Q) ·; , ~ , OJ H Weight · i Value Produced Equ~pment 
© 
.p 
·rl 

~ 

-~ ~. i&'3 :. ~: .Pi : ~ ~ g 
cu ..t: - -·m : rd om .p ·i-1 '_ : r-1 , __ ~ (jj .p P. 

lZ O 1 : :al ; -- ifi E-IH 

' , _: tons 
Bl"Oome l ': : 

1951 22 ! 7 29 ; 241 · - -57 .3 8'1 ' ·201 ; 307 
J • : ; ~ ! . . 1 !_ I 

1952 i 19 / 5 1 43 ~() - :61 2 j ~ - \ 175 ; 292 
1953 l 25 '14 i 58 1

. 46 38 ' '. 66, 2 ~ 37 , 261 j436 
( ; ' : , I , : t · j 

1954 j 28 11 l 72 : 7;2' 39 ;78; 1 1 28 ; 301 . \ 544-
1955 f 32 1~. j 60 ; 5~:104:76: 1' ' 32 !349 ;616 

. ·- ~ : ~ ; ; - ' 
! 

Onslow 1· :\ ' : l 
1 • 1 r • 

1951 - 1 \ 1 - ~ 11 ; .. - 1
' - - 6 8 I 13 ' . -. , . .I 

1952 ! 1 \ 3 ; - \ "7 ; , .:.. : 2 - 4 9 'I 1 O 

1 9 s 3 l 1 i 2 i 2 --_ :i -+ l ; -- ; 4 - - - 8 i 1 3 
1 9 54 ] 1 ·, 2 r - ; -+ ! l - : 2 ; - -: 4 8 j 1 3 

1955 I 3 ,4 3 ~ - 5 : 41- 1 J7 ! 36 
I I J 

£ t - £ 

167t_932 _ \ 1,440 
170.9382 I ·400 

i 
i 

276,310 l ?,025 
I . 

346,065 _ \ 2,29/+ 
392,717 - I 3 '07'-

I , ; ? 
l ; 
I 

...L 

6,500 . 50 
6,500 ,100 
8,450 ' -
9.9490 -

20,560 -

:, 
'l 

I 
·I 

~;-
I 

99,500 
i . ~ 

79,500 
80,750 

143,500 

197,9500 

2,500 

3,500 

3,COO 

3,000 

1,,500 

---, 
• - -1i ,,~ 
'1 

' .. , 
-. __ . 
• i 
i 

I 
I 
l 

' l 
I ! . j ! .! l ·· 1 
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f ◄ 

I 

l j 
'j ,, 

I 
j 

;~ 
.J 

-- l 
~ 
1 -, 

-4 - -~ --, 
·'1 
1 .. 
l 
l 

7'1 
·-:·~ 
-" 
· 1 
. ; 

j 
< 

~- ,j 
·; 
; 

-:;1 
I 

' ..l .. 
t 

,l 
>·: 

· 1 
I 
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DISTRICT PRODUCTION FIGURES OF 

WHOLE 

i . i 
i 1rnp e ctoria~ AustraliaJ I l Y. Eyed 
; District~ I Halmqn f Rui'f' ·!Mullet I Mullet 

. i lb. l lb. I lq. I lb. 

i .lbany 14,479,412 1532,610 . 13,5421 )15,,945 : 

I 431,254 · l 939635 I. 73,'.83f 78,019 i 
fi1andurah t l 535 l1589733i 22.1,386 j 

j~ __ .,,_' rem· an·.tle I 1. _.784 i265,920 l I · i 

J3unbury 

i 
I 
. 1 ~ .· l i.. 2_ 9·.l> ,_8031 7, 901 : 

Perth I . I :.. I 3 3, 9 21 I 9 , 6 56 i 

!Lancelin/ I i ; I 
ICe rvantes J I .. · 1,714 34! 

I i' I • i' 'Gerald ton 1 1
1
· •· 455 ! 51,936 ; 

l . ' I 
iShark Bay t - 1· 2,310 !128,185 

/i!o rthwest *i ! 1 10,338 
i l ' 
j ( i 
; ~ i 

TOTALS 

! 

,.~ Includes all a~eas north of' Carn4rvon. 

Jewf'ish ;snapper 

lb. 
I 

1,930 ! 

65, 759 1 

45,060 : 9,062 

30, 572· \ 
' 

99750 

69 9 297 ! t1i11' 164 
. : r, 

.... 
; 

.24~=H1, 237,150 
f 
i 6,466 

I · i ., 

' . 
' ' 
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PR I NCIPAL COMMERCI J..L . SPECIES - 1955 
1-!EIGHT 

i I !other I f 
I -Sand / l 

C-l llark !whiting Cobbler Species Cray.fish Crabs /Prawns Total 
I 

l b, lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. 

71+9 533 5,49~ - 55,237 215,342 - - - 5,436,32 

98, 165 16,881 I 25,494 69,589 671 l 
l 961, 48 - - I r • ( 

l - 27 843 1 584,750 43,165 - 823 )18,608 19oss~ rn: 
' f t 68,819 11,545 ? 56 10-1,512 2,677,424 246 1 23 3' 219' ' 1 : , . , 

l I 

18 1 t - I 8,513 14,767 ;... 16,6941 ·r7 f 83 ,57 
I . 

1,388 5o f 967 4,448' 3511 f 4,492 ,82 ! - - I -
3,526 

I 
17,681 185 t - 3,993, 7861 -

' 
- 4,202 503 

3,469 261,382 t - 92,163 I j 
j 1, 72L~, ') 0 

I l - I ' - I 

I . I ! I ! 
25592291325,202 674,050 5829741 i 11,120,232j 17,763j 18,638 

} . ,I I f I ; 
• f • i_ 

( t t ' t =====::::::::============:::::::::=========~========-= 
21,227, 6 ;~ 

Oysters (Point Samson area) 46,325 dozen. 
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U.S. STOCKS NATION'S FARM PONDS 

The U.S. Government's Fish and Wildlife 
Servi~e claims that a one-acre pond - well managed, 
properly fertilised and adequa tely fished - will yield 
an annual harvest 2_veraging 200 pounds of fish and pr•ovide 
400 hours of good fishing. 

In the United States, there ar e more than 
a million and a half farm ponds of varying sizes but 
averaging a..n. acr e api e ce. About 100,000 more .. _ponci:,=_,_ . 
are being made each year through soil conservation and 
wa ter proj ects. 

In 24 siat~s, l~Ws prohibit s~ocking of f a rm 
ponds vii th fish produc ed in the State hatcheries. The 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has been called upon to 
fill-;: -that . gap_ e,n_o, pr1ovides mor e than 30 million fish, 
main.ly warm wat e r . species; . for ·:::bout ·· 2<?>,000 non-com-
mercial ponds in 42 Stat es. · 

int erest in farm ponds is steadily increasing. 
The idea, which was first adopt ed in the sou.th-eastern 
States where almost half the ponds ar e loca ted, has 
spread to other s e ctions of the country wh e r e topo gra1Jhy 
_and climate makes th e s e small fishing are a s practico. l. 

Th ey have a dir ~ct value in pr6viding family 
fishing. At th e same time they r elieve fishing 
pressure on natura l fishing a~eas. · 

"Ponds smaller than a half acre rarely furnish 
gOOd fishing, but ponds from one to three acr es are ideal 
.for the average f' o.mily and friends. Large fishing ponds 
require mor e management, effort rmd exp ense; however, 
they do produce a bigger crop of fish. •. 

To produce enough fish a f a rm pond must be 
-- -1,vel-l --c.ons..tructed_ on 2. fo.v . urabl e site, properly stocked, 

and m11s t receive cons t ·a::nt·-·care-.· ------- 8-IT1cll- fis.hing__ponds 
. - should be stocked only with hatchery fish of the spe-cie-s ·;· - · 

sizes and numbers recornmended for the a rea •by biolog:i.sts. 

·:.:.~: :·.:..--:.::. :: ::::::= -:::.==.::::.:py,-Qinisc1:iotrs ··1;:r-odu.c-ti:0-l1::--9J'. - wil.cLfi.9_h 
2 

c i ther 
·before or aft e r stocking with the approved hatcfre-ry =fi-sl1;:::::~:-:.-_:·:::-:--: 
is a 'ommon c,aus e _of p~or fishing. 
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In 1954, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Se rvic e 
p lant ed 32,800,000 fish in 28,000 ponds of 42 States 
and the District of Columbia. In one south-western 
State, Texas , about 4,000 fo.rm ponds were stocked.with 
fish produced at U.S. Federal hatcheries. 

During that year, th~ s e rvic e distributed 2 
total of 46,000,000 eggs and 164,000,000 fish varying 
from fry to catchable size. 

Of th ese 58,000,000 were fry and fingerlings 
of warm wa t er spe cies distributed to f a rm ponds arid 
nearly 1,200 lakes and res e rvoirs. 

LANDHOLDERS PROTE_ST 

The proposal to establiib a n a tional park 
in the area a round Lakes -Clifton and Pr e s ton met 
corccrt e d opposition at a protes t. _ meeting organis.ed .. );:).y 

- -- -- landho1ct0rrs and .h e ld in the Waroona District Hall on _ 
June 15. . The meeting was attended by Fauna Prot ection 
Office r H.B. Shugg, and Fauna Warden G. C. _ J eff'er y., ... \,),'ho 
reported tha t a misccmceptiori of ' t "11e· DE:ipo.rimcnt I s plans 
and a fear of resumption were the pr.ime causes of, t ,h e · 
objections. 

The Lead e r of the Opposition , Sir Ross 
McLarty , M. L.A. , who i,s the member for Murray, and' the 
member for Harvey 9 Mr. Ivan Manning, M.L. J~ . 9 we r e · a-:1.so 
present by invit a tion. On the recomme_nda tion of Sir 
Rciss 9 the meeting elected six landholders to wait on 
the Minister to put their vi ews and to a sk for an 
a ssurance tha t no land would be resumed for a nationa l 
park in the a r ea without th e owner's consent. · 

FAUNA PROTECTION ADVISORY COMEITTEE 

A"me e ting of the above C~mmittee will be 
h e ld at Head .. Office on July 5. Items ori the agenda 
include the proposed national park betwee n Mandurah 
and H~rvey; requests for op en seasons· :for k·angaroos and 
emus in the iower South-Wes t, and for finches in the 
Kimb e rley Land Di vision; the amendment of r egu lations, 
and a number of matters of policy. 



/,.RTICLES OF INTEREST 1-~VAILJ\.BLE 

Further articles likely to be of interest 
to some inspectors are listed below. By coincidence 
they all r elate to netting and trawling. 

11 Using the Swedish Bottom Herring Trmvl"; 
nPursG Seine Using Two Purse Lines"; 
11 50 Years of Change in German Herring Trawls 11

; 
11Australian Prawn Trawls"; . 

18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 

11 Comparative Trawling Tests with Manilla and Nylon 11
; 

"Expansion of the Polish Fishing Industry 11
• 

(all the above are contained in the May, 1956, 
issue of "World Fishing 11 published in London~) 

( 24) "All Nylon Tuna Se ine" - 11 Pacific Fisherman", 
April, 1956 • . 

Date 

! 
29. 5 .. 56

1
. 

12. 4. 56 l . i 

12.4.56 ! 
7.5.56 ! 

I 
7.5.56 1 
7.5.56 ,. 

7.5.56 1 
' 

18.4.56 1 

i 
18.4.561 
18.4.56 . 

18.4.56 1 
I 

18.4.56 \ 

CONVICTIONS RECORDED 

April 1 to · June 30 2 1956 

Defendant Court i Charge re sult 
1'. 

Gunn:9 A. ·Albany I Unlicensed :Fined 
{ 

Dagostino, c. Bunbury Ill.hgal ? ; 11 mes l 

: 
ii Dagostino, c. do. Urili·_ensed 1 

' 
Vlasich, s. F.l:einantl U/siz e C/f'ish ff 

Caputi, G. 
l II do. do. 

! Ruby, N. do. do. n 
r 

Mirngliot ta, s .. \ ' fl do. do. I 
Tinsley, s. I Harvey U/size I I- marron II 

I I Bradshaw, E. L. ; do •.. do. 11 
r 

Sarteur,A. do. do. I ff 

Vivian, J. do. do. Ii 
I 

Shearer, w. do. do. ii 

£3 

£5 
£2 
£2 

£7 
£2 

£5 

£2 
£2 
£2 
£2 

£2 
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CONVICTIONS RECORDED {Contd.) 

AJ2ri 7 1 2 to June .30 2 1956 

Da t e 
· ~ l 
' Def endant Court • Charge c :Jult 1 

--
12.4.56 Livesey, J.W. Perth U/size C/fish Fined £3 
12.4.56 Fry, E. W. l do. do. Ii £3 i 
12.4.56 Fry, E. W. i. do. do. If £2 

f I 

27.3.56 I St ewart, E~ I do. U/size fish If £5 
I 

26.4.56 I St ewart, G. do. do. If £3 
2.5.56 Maws on, D. do .• do. tr £3 I 
2.5.56 ! Haus e, K. do. I U/size C/fish II £3 

I 
V .K. f l 2.5.56 I Peavitis, do. u/size fish " £3 

I I 2.5.56 Harper, }1 0 R. I do. U/size C/fish ·It. £3 
[ I 2.5.56 Mawson , D. ! do. U/size fish ti £3 

21.6.56 ! Nelson, R. do. I do. II £3 
I I 

9.5.56 ! Okamoto, J _ • . Pinjarra do • II £2 

9.5.56 . Renfrey , . C. do. do. If £5 

Fauna Pr•ot ect ion Act : I i I 

t H.,·J • I ' 
28 .5.56 Ellement. Perth I Taking protected 

I fauna. tr £5 . I 

i 
! 

I 

t ! 

i 

HISTORY OF TRAWLING IN GRc8AT LUS TRALIAN BIGHT 

During ' 191 2 and 1913 the F ederal . Investigat ion 
tlhip 11 Endeavour" completed eight trawling cruises in thG 

r ea t Aus tra l.ian Bi ght in the seas broadly between Eyre 
in Wes tern Aust ralia ·and the h ead of the Bight in South . 
Australia . The r esult s we r e ~eport ed by H.C. Danne~i g~' 
the leader of th e expedition, as being highly satisfactory. 

In 1914 the South ' Australian Government 
charter ed the "Simplon" for a trawling survey in more or 
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less the same a r e~ . For a v a ri e t y of r e asons this under-
taking wa s unsucc e ssful. 

The Wes t e rn J~ustralicm Government in 1920 
sent the s. s . " Penguin" on t wo tr awling cruis e s in wa t e rs 
to the east of Alb any. Op era tions during the first 
cruis e we r e unsucc e ssful owing to unfavourable vvea the r; 
during the s e ,;ond "Penguin" was wr e cke d on Middl e Island, 
in the Archip e l a go of the Re che rche . 

. The W. A. · ·Tr awii~g Company, Ltd. , f rom 
Septemb er, 1929, to March, 1930, .wa s trawling off' the 
south coast with s.t .• .. 11 Bonthbrpe ". Se v en crui-s e s, 
principally ih Bight wa t ~rs, we r e mad~. The venture 
wa s not s :ucc e.ssful. · Ma rketing and me chanical difficulti e s 
we r e th e main c aus e s of f a ilure . 

.. . In 4949 t wo tra~~l e r ;:, , "Ben . Dearg" and 
11-Commiie s," opc;rated r e sp ectively by .Anglo-Australian 
Fishe ries Pty. Ltd. and imglo-Aus tralian Trawl ~rs Pty. 
Ltd. (both compani es had the s ame c1ir.1.:; ctors and . share ­
holders) commenc e d ope r a tions from Al b an~r, workirrg in 
:t-he g en e r a l a r ea Doubtf_ul Island - Eucla . Ca t~h.es vrn r c 
gene r a lly go od, and doubtless wpuld h a v e b een infinit el y 
b e tt.e r h a d l a rge r, mor e · modern ve ssels b e en employe d. 
Both "Ben · Deargn and "Commile s" we r e old Flee twqoq. 
( England) . trawl e rs which h a d s een .. the ir best days, and 
a lmost endle ss difficulti e s - me chanic al, mar keti~g and 
fr equ ent cr ew change s - .b e s e t th e ·v entur e . Ope_:('a,tions 
cea sed early in 1952. -

The r e s eems t9 b e little doubt tha t t wo or­
three mod·e rn oil-burning or di e s e l tI:' avn ers could malrn 
profit able catches in the west e rn Bight waters • 

. ·. ',._ · · 

QUEENSLAND PRAWN FI SHERY 

The introg:.u.c.ti-Gn·- o:f ·tra~viing methods to 
the. .har:v.es-t·in-&r·ol:'-·p':r•awns in Que ensl®cl.wa t ers resulted 
in a substantial incre as e in that- ·stat e 's production 
during 1954 and 1955. 

Trawl ers now op e rate over the 1,200 m;j..J .. e.s ... 
, f er astline from Cairns to th~ §.outheri1 border- ·and 
maintain constc!_p.t _.:vadi.0-- 9cm-tact to keep abreast o:f the 

.. l .atest· ·frshTng information. Althc 1,1gh th.e ~'catch is 
auctioned through the Q:t:i~.erisl.a-n'el...:.Fisff'-Board, the g r ea t e r 
pb.r :tio:µ ,is..: ... subsequently shippe d , f'or sale on the b e tter 
ma r:t:c·e-i's available in the southern State s. 
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ISSUE OF COMMONWEALTH LICENSES 

Departmental officers will recall that a year 
or t wo ago authority was given by the Comniornveal th 
Fisheries Office to certain inspector~ to issue licenses 
under . the :B'ederal fisheries laws. Except at one issuing 
centre no such.licenses have hitherto been taken out by 
fishermen. 

Following recen~ r.epresentations to the 
Premier by the ac tih~ Prime Minister, the Minister 
Fisheri es (~r. Kelly; has now issued the following 
directions to the Superintendent -

for 

(a) that he instruct licensing officers to ~oint 
out to every fisherman applying for a licens e 
that if he -is ·wo rking in "Australian waters", 
the Commonweal th law requires him also to 
talrn out a Commonweal th -license; .. · 

(b) that he instruct licens ing officers that, on 
application being made by any fisherman for 
such licens es , they issue the required 
licenses. 

Licens ing officers vvill carry th~s ___ in.struction 
into effec t forthwith. 

For their information, and that of the fisher­
-men 9 the t erm 11Aus t _ralian- --wa t ers " is defined in the 
--Commonwealth Fisheries Act . as meaning -

(a) Aus tr alian waters beyond terr:itorial limits; 
(b) the wat ers adj acent to a territory and 

within territorial limits; and 

(c) the wate r s adjacent to a territory, not be ing 
pa·:--t of the Commonweal th 9 and beyond ter-
ritorial limits. · 

WHALE MARK ING EXPERIMENTS IN W. A. 

It will be r emembered (vide "Bulletin" of 
September 9 1955) that 7O-hum1Sback whales _w~re marked from 
m. v. "Lane elin" in Sharl{ Bay in July and August · of that 
year. One of the marked whales was recovered two days 
later at a point a·bout 20 miles south. A report is now 
to hand from the Division of Fisheri es and Oceanography, 
C~S.I.R.0., that another has been captured in the Ant­
arc~ic by a Norwegian factory ship in position 64° 05 1 S 9 

. -1..:14 . 32 1 E, a point o.pp roximately 2,500 miles due south 



\ 
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of the marking area . As the open season for humpbacks 
in the Antarctic ext ends over the first five days of 
February only, it is assumed that the marked whale was 
recovered in February, 1956 •. · · ·· · 

DUCK BANDI NG RECOVERIES 

As the open season for wild ducks terminated 
at the end 9f May, the number of bands returned dur•ing 
June was not great. Unfortunate l y many people delay 
sending in bands and recovery information. This 
results not only in an enforced recasting of our records, 
but also in incomplete information being submitted as, in 
the interval between the bancts recovery and the reporting 
of it, specific and vital details are forgotten. All 
officers are requested whenever possible, to :foster 
public co-operation and the prompt submjss:ion of all 
details when any bands or fish-tags are recovered. 

Following are details o:f the bands returned 
during June 

Band Date 
No. Banded 

I Place Where f! Date o:f l' 
1 

Place Where I Banded Recover~ Recovered 

3766 

3786 

2515 

' I 

I ~ 
Black Duck l 

2. 3. 56 Queen.' s 
Gardens 

11.3.56! Dumbleyung 
. I . 

12.3.541Wardering 
a e .. !·. L k . 

' April · orj _Queen I s 
May, '5a Gardens 

25. 3 . 56 ! Dumbleyung 
Jan~ or t Carrolup 
Feb. 1 551

1 
River 

I . 
May, '56 !I Burges 

I Sidirig 
21.2.56 ! Queen 's 

l Gardens 
~ 

' Grey Teal 
L 

.I I: . 
! 1 . 

Dist anc e 
Travelled 

(found 
dead) 

55 miles 

9 . 3.56 Durnbl·eyung j 1.4.56 
1 . t 
/ Dumbleyung \. -

!' Swamp neaI' .· j . 24.3.56 l wardering 
\Lake 
i 
I 

l 
I 10.4.56 
b 
t 
; 

! Wardering i -

~- Lake • ' l 
. i 



THE CLEARING HOUSE 

Antibiotics for Whale Preservation 

Use of antibiotics in the preservation of 
fish and meat was pioneered by Dr. H.L.A. 
Tarr, acting director Pacific Experimental 
Station. Drugs such as aureomycin are now 
used successfully to inhibit growth of 
bacteria in many_meat-packing plants in 
the U.S., and there is every indication 
that it will soon be used extensively in 

· the fishing industry. Dr. Tarr's most 
recent experiments concern control of bac­
terial spoilage in freshly killed whales. 
This is the first report on his findings. 

In recent British publications many of 
the problems which arise in the handling and proces­
sing of whale carcasses were reviewed, and it was 
pointed out that one of the most serious of these is 
bacterial spoilage. Since the viscera, and possibly 
the live flesh, of these warm-blooded mammals are con­
taminated with putrefective bacteria which thrive in 
the absence of air, advanced spoilage, which is 
favoured by ver y slow cooling, may occur within one 
day of death. Loss of quality of carcasses of whales 
which have undergone bacterial putrefaction constitutes 
a major pr•oblem in operations carried out from shore 
whaling stations. Consequent upon the successful 
experimental application of the antibiotic chlortetra­
cycline (CTC) as a deterrent to a bacterial putrefac­
tion in fish and meat, some preliminary experiments 
were undertaken to determine whether this antibiotic 
would prove effective in retarding bacterial spoilage 
of whale carcasses during t h e interval between death 
and processing. 

Introduction and distribution of CTC 
into whale carcasses presents obvious technical diff i­
culties. However~ since putrefaction normally arises 
in the peritoneal cavit1es of mammals, it was con­
sidered that introduction of CTC into this region 
might regard spoilage. It is normal practice to 
inflate the peri t ,oneal cavities of whales with air 



after death to effect a positive buoyancy and to 
facilitate towing. For this reason, the obvious and 
relatively simple method of intr•oducing GTC solutions 
by sucking them into the air line used for inflation 
vvas investigated. A 5-gallon galvanised steel tank 
was placed in parallel with the compressed air hose 
which connected vvi th the hollovv spear through which 
the air was injected. Connecting valves were placed 
at each end of the tank .. A relief valve and pressure 
gauge were also mounted on .the tank since the diesel­
engine-starting air supply used was under• considerably 
higher pressure than the 125 p. s. i. to which the tank 
was tested. Preliminary tests showed that there was 
substantial atomisation of the solution in the four 
¾--inch holes which were bored above the spearhead. 
In the actual tests the whales were hauled in on a 
forerunner as soon as convenient after death, and a 
watery CTC solution was injected at each end of the 
peritoneal cavity 9 the spear being manipulated from 
the gun platform. Under these conditions it · is 
probable that there would be a slight "a.oming" of the 
upper part of the peritoneal cavity with an unstable 
fog of --CTC solution which would set ·s le out . and flow 
down over the internal organs. Unless otherwise 
state.a. the CTC used was a commcrcj_al preparation · _ 
containing 10% CTC hydrochloride (Aur eomycin hydro-
chloride)~ · 

The following criteria were used to · 
co r:pare treated and untreated whales: ( a) general 
appearance, (b) tendency of exercised chunks of meat 
to float in fresh water~ as an indica tion of presenne 
of gas-forming bacteria, (c) total bacterial popula­
tion by direct count, and (d) total volatile base 
content of pieces of excised tissue. The following 
results wer~ obtained. 

·whale 1. A 44..:.ft. male sperm whale was shot with a 
harpoon containing the customary ch.arge of black _ 
powder in' the bomb head. Ten gallon$ of water con- , 
taining 55 grams (about 2oz.) of CTC were injected 1-i 
hours aflter death. The whale was towed to the plant 
and processed 48 hours after capture. The general 
app~arance of -the animal was good. There was 
negligible distension of the abdominal cavity 9 and 
only slight lift:irg of the flipper such as normally 
occurs with gas-bloated whales. Comparison with un­
treated sperm whales of substantially less post-mortem 



age was very favourable; for in these, marked abdominal 
distensio11, lifting of the :flippers and :subsequent · · 
bursting due to gas pressure were in evidence. Exa­
mination of the meat after flensing showed that it had 
only a slightly sour odour, and only a portion of it 
floated as a result . o:f gas spailage. · Meat. which floats . 
in the washing tanks is not considered :fit :for 
freezing and subsequent use as comrnerc~al food :f.or fur.:. 
bearin·g animals. The :free :fatty acid (FFA) content o:f 
the oil produc~d after digest~on of the head, bones, 
blupber, 'etc~ , vvas 0~ 7%, thus indicating acceptability 
as No. 1 grade oil. Oil containing over 2-D% FFA is 
considered un:fi t for :first grad·e. . · 

Whale 2. A 44-ft. male sperm whale, probably from 
the same school as whale 1 . (as indicated by similar 
white markings), was not treated with CTC and was 
examined. 43 hours post mortem. In contract with whale 
1, which had been held 5 hour·s longer before examina­
tion, this whale showed a poor general condition is· 
evidenced by marl{ed abdominal distension and bursting 
o:f the gas-filled visceral cavity during flensing. All 
the meat . had a very marked sour odour • . The extracted 
oil had a ·2. ·-1% FFA content and was thus beiow No. 1 
grade. · . C'I ·: · · 

Whale 3. A 50-ft. maie sperm whale"w·as injected 3 
hours a:fter death with 55 grams of CTC dissolved inr 
1 O gallons of water. ' On Working up 43 hoµrs post . 
mortem, the condition was similar to that o:f whale 1, 
the meat being only ·· slightly sour ·and the o;i.1'1'iaving . 
only o. 07% FFA. . . . . . 

Whale 4. _ A 33-ft. male humpback whale v<ias shot . with 
a harpoon 'containing a lin_eri bag holding 25 grams? -· 
(about 1_ ounce) o:f pure CTC hydrochloride which ~vas 
packed into the ·bomb head above the usual charge of 
black powder. Shortly after death an additional 55 
grams of CTC dissolved in 10 gallons of water was 
irijected into the _peritoneal cavity. The general con­
dition o:f thi_s whi.le o_n wrking up 26 hours a:fter death 
was good. · The.re was no evidence o:f gas · in the peri­
toneal cavity;: the excised meat showed a bright lustre 

_had no detectable off-odour and sank immediately in 
th_e washing tank. The piece o:f linen which had con­
tai.ned the CTC was recci.vered from the carcass. Micro..:-· 
biqlogi~al a,ssay showed that about one-ten.th of the 
. CTG o·riginally _p;Laqed in 'the bag still aclliei;·ed to the 
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cioth,9 'and since no v:isible charring occurred,9 it would 
s_eetn that CTC, may be introduced in tM.s manner without 
s erious loss. 

Whale 5. A 41-ft. female humpback whale was shot and 
secured to a forerunner within 20 minutes of capture 
of whale 4. Examination of the ovaries indicated a 
period of about 18 months since the last pregnancy. 
After flensing (about 26 hours post mortem) this un­
treated whale showed .a green discolorisation on the 
under surface of the blubber. The meat floated in the 
washing tanks, emitted occaffii.onal streams of gas 
bubbles, and parts showed a dirty green discolorisation. 

Toward the end of the whaling season a 
fin whale was treated with CTC, and although it has .not 
been possible to include samples taken from the whale 
for the qbjective tests for spail.age 9 the visible and 
organoleptic pres~rvative effects exerted by the 
antibiotic were marked. 

Direct bacterial counts were carried out 
using small excised representative portions of whale 
tissue which had been promptly frozen in polyethylene 
bags and brought to the laboratory. • The results, show 
that in general the numbers . of bacteria in the tissues 
of tteated whales were lower than in untreated whales 
of rather similar case history. Inadequate distribu­
tion of the CTC throughout all tissues could account 
:for the •ccasional high bacterial counts observed -in 
tissues o:f treated whales. The total volatile base 
content of tissues of treated whales was almost . 
invariably very much lower than with untreated whales. 
The tn.tal volatile bases probably consist largely of 
ammonia and some trimethylamine -which arise as a · 
result of bacterial attack om the natural nitrogen con~ 
stituents of the tissues. 

There is no doubt that these preliminary 
experiments have been extremely·· p·romising. However, 
the quantity of CTC used has ·been relatively .small, 
for it wou_ld probably amount to only a little more than 
1 part per million based on the total weight of a · 
treated vvhal e , or about 5 to 1 O parts per million bas ed 
on the weight of the viscera. Further experiments are 
anticipated to determine the influence of such factors 
as larger 11:r0lumes of CTC solution, somewhat higher con- ... ,. 
centrations of CTC where it is anticipated whales may ---
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be kept for 2 days or more post mortem 9 introduction 
of the dispersing agents. 

This work was made possible through the 
co-operation of the British Columbia Paokers Ltd. 

The assistance rendered by Capt. Harry 
Sampson and the crew of the Ivi. V. "Lavallee" 9 by Mr. 
H.M. Cowie~ Manager of the Coal Harbour Whaling Station, 
and by Mr. Carlernst Diedrich of this Board's Biological 
Station, Nanaimo 9 B.C. 9 is gratefully acknowledged. 

By Dr. 

(1twestern Fisheries" Vancouver B. C. 

H.L.A. Tarr, 
P.B. Crean 9 

_R. B. Barker. 

April 9 1956) 

Opposes Bill Limiting Catching of Large Oysters 

Francis W. Sargent 9 Marine Fisheries Direo-­
tor 9 Department of Na t .ural Resources 9 vigorously opposed 
the proposal of the Bay State's commercial lobster 
fishermen to prohibit the catching or possession of 
large lobsters 9 exceeding three and one-half pounds 9 at 
a public hearing before the Joint Legislative Conser­
vation Committee held recently at the State House. 

Sargent said 9 "Such a maximum size limit , 
if adopted, would needlessly reduce lobster production 
in this State - the offshore fishermen of Massachusetts, 
for useful purpose, would be forced to land their ' 
catches in out-of-state ports and yet the measure has 
no conservation advantage. 

"On the other hand 11
9 he continued 9 "the 

m1ni.num lobster size limit which we how hav,e in Massa­
chusetts .is most important. 

"By protecting the larger lobsters a 
valuable resource would be wasted," he explained, "rather 
than being built up, because lobsters breed less and less 
fre~uently after having attained a size of three or more 
pounds. The resultant abundance of huge lobsters whic(h 
would accumulate would prey on the smaller ones and . 
further limit the available lobster feed on the bot tom. 
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"These opinions are shared11 , Sargent 
emphasised, 11by the leading fishery scientists of both 
Canada and the United States as well as those of the 
other Atlantic coastal fishery agencies. 

:: 
11Fishery scientists unanimously agreett, 

he stated, •vthat to prohibit the harvesting of large 
lobsters , or, in fact, the largest of any species of 
fish cannot be justified upon a conservation basis. 11 

. . 
. . . '• 

A maximum -size limit was tried fOr the 
spiny lobster of California but was abandoned, and in 
the words of W.L. Scofield, Biologist for the Cali­
fornia Department · of Fish and Game, "We . feel that the 
minimum limit is very important but that a maximum H, 
worthless as a conservation measure and . its enforce­
ment causes needless trouble and expense." 

( "Fishing Gazet,te 11 New York 

Tagged ~una Migrates 2370 Miles in 470 Dats 

·· Proof .. that albacore tuna range · f.~r an'a 
wide over the.Pacific Ocean was turned up by Fish ; and 
Wildlife: Service scientists recently when they re: . . 
ported that -a 15-pound albacore · tuna tagged 1300 
miles north of Hawaii on ;October 5, 1954 was recap-­
tured in January, 1956, near Japan, 2370 miles away. 

The tuna weighed. L~O pounds wh.en recap·­
tured. ·· He had been travelling for 471 days. 

The inciden·t may be of extreme · impo.r- . 
tanceto the American tuna fishing J.ndustry. It is 
more . evidence that the albacore of the North Pacific 
may belong to a single population Vv'hich migrate.s 
between Arrierica and Japan. ·rt is riot conclusive, 
because this is only the second instance in whj_ch an 
American tagged albacore has been taken in Japanese 
waters. The first such instance was about three years 
ago when an albacore tagged off the California coast · 
was taken near Tokyo. 

. . . ' 

FWS also reports a~~ther recent recapt~re 
of a tagged tuna. This orie, a seven pound = skipjack, · 
tagged close to the .Hawaiian shore was taken 252 days 
later only 30 miles away. It had doubled in weight in 
the interim. 

(" Western Fisheries" Vancouver B.C. April, 1956) 

,.-,.,-• , ..:, · 1·. ~tTtJ~fJ t,t.l. .t .l Ll• _._.i..a....,..._.. ~~:-7 
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Japan Races Against Time :for Russian Settlement 

While the largest ever Jap'a:nese salmon 
fleet· is operating in the Aleutian :fishing grounds in 
the North Pacific and rfsking seizure by the Russians 
(Fishing News , May 4) 9 the cTapanese negotiators now j_n 
Moscow are se·eking a speedy compromise with Russia 
over the Soviet claims to exclusive fishing rights 
over a wide area of the Pacif'i•c 9 hundreds of' miles 
outside Soviet territorial waters. Otherwise, drastic 
Russian restrictions will come into force next Tuesday, 
May 15, which will sharply curb Japanese salmon fishing 
in the Pacific, says a Reuter Moscow message. 

Russia . insists that . fishing vessels o:f 
all nationalities must accept regulations designed to 
prevent the diversion of salmon from the 11 r ·estricted 
zone," agree to limit their catches, and tolerate 
inspection by Russian "watch-dog" ships. 

The sharp clamp-down by the Russians in 
the Pacific is part of a general "save the :fish11 

. 

campaign · now in .operation on all Soviet coasts. It 
resulted last year in reiocation o:f a 25-year-old 
concession al].owing British trawlers to fish up to 
three miles of the White Sea coast~ 

. ' 

Now Britain is restricted, like other 
nations, to fishing only outside a strictly controlled 

· 12-mile limit.. Anglo-Soviet negotiations to settle 
this problem are continuing, but British :fishermen 
have meanwhile lost large quantities o:f ·valuable fish. 

Chief reason for the · Russian action is a 
new programme under which the Government p l ans to 
obtain a 57 per .C'.$P:t in_crea,se in fish supplies by the 
end _o:f the current fi.ve ·~y-ear plan in 1960. 

( "The Fishing News II London May 11 9 1 956) 

Grandpa Says •.• 

Some people conserve their energy so 
~are:fully that they will soon need a harpoon gun to 
play a game o:f darts. 

("Western Fisheries" Vancouver B.Co April, 1956) ·· 
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New Plastic Rairwear Won't Crack 9 Stiffen 

Heavy duty rain clothing coated with 
plastic is being manufactured in Norway ru1d sold in 
B.C. by Caner Plarex Industries Ltd. 

The clothing is made especially for 
fishermen, and uses a basic material of fine · Egyptian 
cotton, specially impregnated inside, and coated 
outside with a polivynil plaatic~ · 

The clothing is 100% waterproof, and 
is guaranteed not to stiffen in cold temperatures or 
crack 1,3.fter long wear. All seams are first sevm, and 
then radio-welded by high frequency electricity. 

-- - 'lllie manufact-urer claims that tl1e r~ain~ 
wear has great strength, is resistant to fire, acid, 
grease and oil, and does not get sticky. 

The Caner Plarex factory in Norway is 
one of the · oldest and best knovm of its type in Eu-ro1Je~ 
It was founded in 1877, and has since built up a wid3 
reputation for quality clothing in Europe and else­
where. 

Their special rain clothing for fisher­
men is light:, washable, and features special ventila-­
tion to avoid cqndensation. The principle of shirt 
sleeves is applied to all jacket~ _and blouses to 
ensure greater freedofu of movem~nt. · 

· Enquiries may be directed to Mr. Jan 
Koren, Canor Plarex Industries Ltd~ , 1950 W. 16th Av., 
Vancouver 9, B~C. 

("Western Eisheries" Vancouver B.C. April, 1956) 

It Did Happen 

The black cat that used to dive off the 
houseboat at Margaret Bay and swim ashore when its 
master rowed over to the store to .. replenish supplies. 
First time \¥e ever sav.r a cat swim. Voluntarily, that is ., 

("Western Fisheries" Vancouver B.C. April, 1956 ) 
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· ·J"-apan Races Against Time for Russian Settlement 

While the largest ever Japanese salmon 
fleet is operating in the Aleutian fishing grounds in 
the North Pacific and risking seizure by the Russians 
(Fishing News , May 4), the Japanese negotiators now j_n 
Moscow are seeking a speedy compromise with Russia 
over the Sov-iet claims to exclusive fishing rights 
·over a wide · 11rea of the Pacific, hundreds of miles 
outside Soviet territorial waters. Otherwise, drastic 
Russian restrictions will . come into force next Tuesday 9 

May 15 9 which will sharply curb Japanese sa,lmon fishing 
in the Pacific, says a Reuter Moscow m~ssage. 

Russia insists that fishing vessels of 
all nationalities must accept_ re_gulations designed to 
prevent the. diversion of salmon from the "re-stricted 
zone 9

11 agree to. limit their catches, and tolerate 
insp_ection by Russian _ "vvatch-dog" ships. 

. The sharp clamp-down by the Russians in 
' the Pacific is part of a general · 11 save tl}e fish" 
campaign:p.ow in operation on all Soviet q9asts. It 
resulted last year in revocation of a 25-year-old 
concession alJ..owing British trawlers to fish up to 
three miles of the White Sea coast. ' 

.. 
Now Britain is restricted, l .ike other 

nations, to fishing only outside a strictly controlled 
12~mile limit. Anglo-Soviet negotiations to settle 
this problem are continuing, but British fishermen 
have meanwhile ' lost large quantities of valuable fish. 

Chief reason for the Russian action is a 
new programme under which . the Government plans to 
obtain a 57 per cent iricrease in fish supplies by the 
end of the current five year plan in 1960. 

( "The Fishing--Ne~vs" .- -'_. ··London May 11 9 1 956) 

, . .. •· Grandpa Says •.• 

Some people conserve _their ene~gy so 
1,arefully that they will soon :_need .. a. harpoon gun to 
play a game · of darts. 

("Western Fisheries" Vancouver B.C. April, 1956) 
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New Plastic• Rairwear Won't Crack 2 Stiffen 

Heavy duty rain clothing coated with 
plastic is being manufactured in Norway and sold in 
B.C. by Canor Plarex Industries Ltd. 

_ The clothing is made especially for 
fishermen, and uses a basic material of' fine Egyptian 
cottons, specially impregnated inside 9_ and coated 
outside with a polivynil plaatic. · 

The clothing is 100% waterproof 9 and 
is guaranteed not to stiffen in cold temperatures or 
crack after long wear. All seams are first sewn, and 

.then radio-weided by high frequency electricity. 

11he manufacturer claims that the rain-­
Yvear has great strength, . is resistant to . fire 9 acid 9 

grease and oils> and does not get sticky. 

Thi Canor Plarex fa6tory in Norway is 
one of -_the oldest and best known of its type in Europ e . 
It was founded in 1877, and has since built up a wide 
reputation for quality clothing in Europe and else­
where. 

Their spe6ial rain clothing for fisher­
men is lights, washable 9 and features special ventila-­
tion to avoid condensation. Tlre principle of shirt 
sleeves is applied to all jackets and blouses to 
ertsure greater freedom of movement. · 

Enquiries may be directed to Mr. Jari 
_ Koren, Canor Plarex Industri.es Ltd. s> 1950 W. 16th Av. 9 

Vancouver 9s, B.C. 
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It Did Happen 

The black cat that used to dive bff the 
houseboat at Margaret Bay and swim ashore when its 
master rowed over to the store to replenish supplies. 
First time we ever saw a 9at. swim. Voluntarilys, that i s,. 
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