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ANNUAL DEPARTMENTAL CONFERENCE 

The 1957 conference, which was held in 
Perth in the rooms · of the Civil Service Association of 
W.A., was officially opened by t_he Minj,ster f6"r ·•· -
Fisheries ( Mr •.. Kelly) on February ·25. · It will -' con-
clude on Mirch 1-. · · 

All members of the field staff,with the 
exception of the crew of the research vessel "Lancelin" 9 

who were preparing for sea, the Relieving Ins~ector •- . 
(Mr. A.K. Melsom), who was absent at Broome, and· Assis
tant Inspe <t tor David Wright, on National Service, vvere 
in attendance at the conference. The Superintendent 
(Mr. Fraser) presided. 

In welcoming the Minister Mr. Fraser 
said the Department had every reason to be proud of its 
ministerial head. As a life-long devotee · -of angling, 
he had through the years developed a keen interest in 
commercial as vvell as · sport fishing, and despite the · 
fact that he also carried the important portfolios of 
Mines and Industrial Development, he had always been 
able to find ·time to give the fullest .attention 811.d 
most careful consideration to the problem~ o~ the 
fishing industry. He had recently spent three months 
or so -in the ·united States and Canada~ and vvhile there __ 
he had gone out of his waj to meet executives · of the · 
fishing industry, and -to visit some of the more· impor
tant fishing ports and processing plants. 

Mr. Fraser also welcomed _tp their first 
conference three new field staff members, .Caq.et Inspec- _ · 
tors R.J. McKay, G.J. Hanley and E. Barker, and tvvo new 
members of Head Office staff, Messrs A, JO Buchanan and . 
J.McK. Mit_chell. He s a id that these young men, if they 
decided to make the Fisheries Department their career, 
would find among the staff a very fi11e s _, irit of" kind
liness and co-operation. He himself had -found his 0\11/Il 

job a particularly rewarding and satisfying one, and he 
hoped the new of-ficers would do the same. 

H_e also referred to the fact that Mr. W. 
Davidson would ··retire from the public service in two 
days' timeo The job that Mr. Davidson had done in 
his 37 years .with the Departmeni had, said Mr. · Fraser, 
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been second to none. During the greater part of his 
career he.had been stationed in the Fr~ciintle district. 
When one considered the problems a~sbcf~ted With the 
Freman tle district, · stemming princ:ipaTly: :fro,.in 'the 
varied nationalities of- the fishermen· ih that district 
. and a very . real language difficulty' :the fa.Gt that 
that district was perhaps the best run o:f all, showed 
that one had to hand it to 11 Uncle Bill 11 _for his very 
:fine work. On behalf . of the adminis·tration he _ . 
desired to thaJ1l< Mr. Davidson for his inestimable ·<":on
tribution to the development of t·he• fis--hing industry 
of the State. 

Mr. Fraser then ask~d the Minister to 
open the conference. 

Mr. Kelly, in the course of his remarks, 
said he could not think of . any industry in which he 
had more interest than the fishing industry, which 
some day, he hoped, would be se~ond to none in the 
State. He regarded these annual gathe rings as beini 
of considerable importance, not only to the adminis
tI1ation and the field staff, but also in re gard to the 
development of the industry itself. · The opportunity 
they afforded of exchanging views, outside the co.n-: -
ference room · as well as around the table, . and of 
hearing reports . from : the _inspectors on developments 
in the different di'stricts, not to mention· the dis
cussions ensuing from taiks from Branch He.ads in the 
Department and technical experts from C.S.I.R.O. and 
elsewhere, had gone a long way towards buildh1g up 
departmental efficiency .and, aon.seg_uently~ a well de
veloped industry. · In formally declaring the con
ference open Mr. Kelly said he hoped that the week's 
deliberations would be harmonious, and that those 
present would enjoy the social engagements _vvhich , had 
been arranged. : He regretted that ovving to an earlier 
commitment he ,would not be able to take part in the 
annual countryv. city -cricket match on the following 
Wedl1esday. 

Apart from those by departmental officers, 
addresses were given to the conference by Mr. R.W. 
George and Dr. R.G. Chittleborough, of the Division of 
Fisheries and Oceana graphy, C. S. I. R. O. , Dr. A. Main, 
of the Department of Zoology, University of Western 
Australia, and Mr. Athol Middleton, of Perth Technical 
College, formerly of c.s.I.R.O. Division of Fisheries 
and Oceanography. 


