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too wet in the winter months 5 but might be used each 
summer when .surrounding seasonal wet-lands dried up. 

In co-operation with the Zoology Depart~ 
ment and c.s.I.R.O., it is intended to carry out a minor 
trapping programme and night surveys in the summer rnoilths 
to establish concrete proof of the quol<:lrn I s occurrence 
over the extended range, and possibly to attempt some 
population studies. · 

PRAWN NETTING TO CONTil'TlJE IN THE SERPENTINE 

A request by members of the Furnissdale.­
Barr~ghup Pro~ress Association for the prohibition of .· 
prawn net fishing in the channel system b etween the 
lakes and the estuary of the Serpent ine River has been 
refused by ~he Minister. · 

Members of a deputation which waited on 
Mr . Kelly alle.ged that although camping was prohibited 
in the area, many prawning parties congregated there and 
caused a nuisance to residents. · 

J,.fter careful consideration, however, the 
Minister decided that no action should be taken under 
the Fisheries Act. The -12 1 prawn net allowed in the 
Serpentine Rive r was the type almost universally used in 
Western _Aus traliaI1 estuarine and river. waters, and could 
not be banned Oil. conservation grounds. It was con-
sidered that the offended parties should avail themselves 

· of their rights under other laws governing public beha­
vioup. 

DUCK BAND RECOVERIES 

As the season in this State has closed, 
the nwnber of bands coming in is extremely limited, as 
may be seen by the table overpage. The number of' bands 
returned has now reached 297, of which 186 were from black 
duclrn and 97 from grey teal. As 4319 ducks have b~en 
banded, the recovery rate is 6. 88%. 
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Band BANDI NG RECOVERY Distanc e 
Travelled N ° · __ D_a_t_e ______ P __ l_a_c_e _____ D_a_t_e _____ P_l_a_c_e __ 

I 
I 
! 

~.203 14/12/56 ! 
, 

4216 12/1/57 

Grey; Teal 

Flags t aff 
Lake, 
Woodani lling ~ 6/3/57 

Yathroo Stn. 
Dandaragan 

i 
! 3/8/57 
I . 
i 
~ 

Lake in 
Woodanillin g 
District -- miles 

20 miles 
north-west 
o:f Ayr 9 N. 
Queens l aDd 2 ,150 II 

The return o:f band no . 42-16 was, however, 
o:f extreme i n t erest, as it s flight from Ya throo Stati on 
to Ayr is b elieved to be the longest duck movement ye t 
recorded i n Australia. Th i s year has seen a number o:f 
outstnnding r ecoveries, probably because bandi ng is now 
carried out by three States - Wes t ern Australio., Victoria 
and Queens l and - and by the C.S.LR.O. 's V1.iildlif e Survey 
Sec tion in New South iNa l ee and the NoPthern Territory. 

Advice has been received from the latt er 
of the recovery o:f two bands from grey teal banded near 
Darvvin appro ximately in the same period. One ·was 
recovered 86 miles west of Meekathar r a twelve days af t e r 
banding, whil e the s econd was sho t on the Queensland-South 
Australian border north of Cunamull2 . a few days lat er . 
Both were extremely . fast flights for such distances. 

It i s of i n t e r es t to note that another 
gr ey teal, banded at Mi ldur a by the Victorian Depar t­
ment of Fisheri es and Game, was r ecover ed near Darwin in 
1, e cent wee ks • 

From these and previ ous r ecover i es, it is 
apparent that grey teal are like ly to mi gra t e to prac­
tic ally any point j_n l'i.ustralia. 'rhis highlights the 
need for the c l ose i nteg11 at ion of all bandi ng pro .::; ra!.ur.rns 9 

a matter which has been li s t ed for discussion at the 
for thcoming Interst ate Conference . 


