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STAFF NOTES 

The Sup erint endent, Mr . A.J. Fraser, is 
at present visiting the eastern States on o:f:ficial 
business. He is ex~ect od t o return to Perth on June 7. 

On Sun.day , May 19 , the Superintendent, 
the Clerk-in-Ch~rge , Mr . B.R. Saville, and the Research 
0:f:ficer, Mr. B. K. Bowen , a ttended t he quarterly meeting 
of the 'rrout Acclima t isa J,:; ion C0·,· .. 11.ci1 a t Dwellingup. 

Assist an t Insp e ctor• i\L J. Simpson, vvho 
had been assisting Ins pec tor R, M. Cr· awford a t Geraldton, 
was transferred to duties on t h8 p .v. 11 K0or1-1.ldhoo 11 on 
May 21. Assistru1t I nspector R. McKay, whom he had 
relieved, is at pres ent s tatione d a t Perth and will 
leave :for Ca rno. r1von on June 4 2 to a ct as Whaling Insp ec
tor f'or -[i}1e duration of' t he humpb ack season. 

Assistant Inspector T.B. Baines -will 
l eave Fremru1 tl e on June 10 to talrn o•rer the Bunbury dis
trict flrom Relieving Inspector G.C . Jeffer ~who will 
return to dutj_ es in the metropolitan a re a . 

On Jm1e 6 Cad.e t Inspe ctol, G. Hanley 1Nill 
be transferred to Pemberton for thre e months to assist 
at the trout hatchery. 

The influenza epidemic was felt by the 
Depar tment during the month wh en the Clcrk~-in- Charge, 
Mr . B. R. Saville 9 Tec.hnical Of:fj_cer s L. G. Smith and J. 
Traynors &"1.c1 Inspectori ILJ. Mur r ay were all afflicted. 
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OBITUARY 

We regret to report that Samuel George 
Daws, Police Sergeant 9 Pinjarra, passed a-way at his 
residence in West Leederville on May 29, after a long 
illness. Sgt. Daws was an old friehd of the Department 
and a close personal acquaintance of many Inspectors. 
To his bereaved wife and daughter we offer our sincere 
sympathy. 

PERSONAL PARS 

During the month Dr. Jesse D. Skoss, 
Agronomist of the Chase Syndicate, called at the Office. 
He was accompanied by Dr. G.R. Moule who was recentl~,r · 
appointed General Manager of the Esperance Plains 
Company 1 s project. 

ABROLHOS CRAYFISHEHY 

In the previous issue of this Bulletin a 
record catch of crayfish for the Abrolhos Island area 
during March was reported. It has since been established 
that the Island production for April reached the record 
figure of 1,092, 6L1.4 lb.. The previous r eco rd established_ 
for April last year was 1,016,000 lb. Fi gures prepared. 
indicate tha t the increased catch this year was taken 
from Yvaters outside the .Abrolhos area }Jroper, production 
from which has remained fairly constant. 

Taking the Island groups separately, and 
including the catch taken in outlying waters, production 
during April this year shovved a.n increase in the Rat 
Island and Southern Group areas and a decrease in the 
Wallaby and North Island areas, as can be seen in the 
accompanying table . It will be i-Wted that the catch 
at North Island :fell by only 18,000 lb., ·while the nUiilber 
of men dropped :from 36 to 26, which co nfirms reports of 
an increased catch-per-man in this area. Generally, 
however, the catch-per-man is do1m on last year's 
figures 9 as would only be expected when an increased 
number of' men fish a limited fishery . 

. ' 
l 



APRIL 1956 . 
,,_n EA --· = No.of Total ! Catch 

Men l Catch [Por Ma~ --+-.....;...-----;-,1-----=-1 b • \: 

North Island 36 

Wallab i Group 38 

Southern Group 38 

Rat Island 41 

175,989 i 4,888 
! 

293,483 1 79722 

199~ 737 !· 5,256 
l 

• I 

Totals • • • : 153 1,016,828 : 6,646 
. l 

No.of 
Men; . r 

, . i 
I ' 

I , 6 j 
I 2 ! 

l 47 ; 

1 4s I 
l , , l 
l 64 ; 

APRIL 1957 
Total f Catch 
Cat.ch !Per Man_ 
. . J 

I 157 ~-594 , 6,061 

1
1. 1 8·5 !1 09 6·4L I 906 I i , 2, - ~i 5, _,..._.......,_ ___ _._ ___ _._ 

TROUT DELIVERIES _.,. r--

During June 2L~, 000 yearling trout ·, 1vvill be 
tro.nsport ed :from Pemb erton to centres in the South-West. 
4, 000 will b e d~liv~r cd to Beverley and to Harvey and to 
~ridgetown and 12,000 to J arrahdal e . · · 

Technico.l 0:fficer J ~ TrayI'1or ·V✓ ill be in - . 
charge o:f deliveries but,for part of the p eriod a t least, 
vVill be assisted-by Fauna Warden S ~W: . Bovv1-c-p;.;. · ..... ·· · 

DUCK SEASON. CLOSES 

The a tt ention of all office rs is dire ct ed 
to the closure a t midnight on May ' 31 o:f the · 1956/57 open 
season for wild ducks. Until the season opens again 
on the SundD. y pr eceding Christmas s the t aking of wild. 
ducks will be tota lly prohibited. From r epo rts it is 
understood that shooters enjoyed a good average year. 
Al though many complained of poor opening sho·ots, conditions 
improved as the summer progressed and towa:rds the clos e 
of the season good bags we r e obtained. · 
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SCORECARDS 

The Minister for Fisheries (Mr. Kelly) 
recently appeal ed to all sportsmen to continue to co
operate with the Depar tment in its duck research pro
gramme. Scorecards have been widely distributed again 
this year and further supplies 2re available at this 
Office. It is essent i a l that a large number of correc
tly completed cards be returned to allow cm assessment 
of the seasons 1 results to be made and to estab lish the 
present status of the duck. ~opulati6ri~ 

DUCK BANDING 

With the start of the ·w inter rains the 
banding programme has been temporarily suspended as 
usual. A permanent · trap has however been completed 
and a further one i s to be constructed

9
also in the Metro

politan area, and if these traps are successful banding 
will be __ continued practically throughout the year. 

Recoveries : 

Since the previous issue of this Bulletin 
the following bands have been returned:-

-------,----·-----------------
Band Banding ~; 

. : Recovery Distance 
Flown No_. ------,---------'------....-----=--•--,---. 1D@-11"e Plo.ce Dat e Place 

, ___,, _______ __.._:- -----·-·---
! 

6687 26/2/57 

6628 19/2/57 

6742 27/3/57 

·_ 3425 8/2/55> 

6119 -30/4/56 

Blaclc Duclc 

Queen I s 
Gardens 

do. 

Karririyup 
Ls.lee 

1 1 But l er ' s Swamp 
12/5/57 1 (found dead) 

do. 

l 
!25/4/57 
' 

Chittering Lake 

Watson's Lake 9 

Vvannamal 

Cape Riche
1
12/5/57 Waterloo 

Queen's . 
Gardens 
(Re trapped 
April 157) 28/5/57 

S_hot on Pool 
near Preston 
River 9 about 8 

: mls E~ of -Donny-
, broolc 

6 miles 

45 

50 

195 

110 

II 

Ii 

II 

II 
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i ---·-------·--------...,..-----
Band ; Banding Recovery Distance 

N °' ,, ___ D_a...,...t_e_!_ --·Pl ace ______ D_n_t_e--,-----=p=1-a-c-.e-.-----; Flown ______ ! ____ _ 

I 
1 
I 

Grey 'I'eal 

I I 
I f l 6 3181 , 23 1 5-5 ; Yealering : i 

1 Lake i 9/3/57 ' 
l I I 

mls n. w. of' 
Moora !175 

i . I t i l 1344 I 12/2/53 l Wardering I ! 
I La l:e ! 28/3/57 : 
! i , I 

3118 1 4/12/54 ! Me clrnring !4/5/5·1 l 

Yalka Pool 9 

Meelrnthnrra 1450 
! 

l i l '. 
3876 1 25/3/56 : Wnrdering ! l 

To.arblin Lake i100 
I 

I 1 Lalrn I 27 /4/57 ; 
I ; I ' '; 1 . 

! 
4001 i.: -1 ~/4/56 •i

1 

Ya theroo 1 

do. 
45-
50 

Station 9 I l I 
1 Dandara gan 121/5/57 j Wannamal !t 30 

j I I I 

1653 j 21/3/53 ) Big Bootine l Dam north of' l 
1 / Swamp 9 ! ' Burracoppin ! 
j j Be ermullah l 6/4/57 j165 

l / I l l i 3033 I 23/11 5~ Lake Mears 1about . ; 
! l J 20/5/57 j Taarblin !. 50 

3890 ! 25/3/56 J Wnrdering ! f Shot on Blackwood 
ij • La ke i15/2/57 [ River,near :,

1 
... 

l j l Duranillin .. 1 25 

miles 

t1 

II 

II 

91 

ti 

II 

11 

I: · i · i · __ _.... ______________ -,--___ _ 
In nddition to the 3.bove, o. particularly 

interesting band was returned by Mr. L. R. Tuckey; of' 10 
Sutton Sti"eet, Mandurah" It was No. 090-01-126 which 
had been placed on a grey t e al nt Griffith in southern 
New South Wales 9 on Janm1ry 18 9 1957, under the 
Australio.11 Bird BDnding Scheme conduct e d by the Wildlife 
Survey Section, C.S.I.R.0. When shot at Boggy Bay 9 

Mo.ndurah, by Mr. L. R. Tucl{e y on April 30 9 the bil"d must 
have flovm approximately 1 9 900 miles 9 even if it came by 
a fairly direct route. The in~erval between banding 
and r e cove ryv 103 da ys 9 wa s the shortest yet recorded 
to demonstrnt e a trnns-continento.l flight by a duck. 
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A teal banded at Lara, near Melbourne, in 
January 1953s was shot at Rowle's Lagoon on January 10 9 

1954, o.nd another banded under our own scheme at Lske 
Karrinyup on April 15, 1954 9 was shot. at Menind.ee, River 
Darling, New South 1/Vales, on· January 2, 1956. 

Another very interesting recent recovery 
was that of a grey teal banded at Wardering Lake (in the 
Woodanilling District) on February 12; 1953, and shot 
at Yalka Pool, 53 miles south east of Meekatharra, by 
Mr. T.J. Carmod~r. The bsnd ho.d been eroded and one of 
the numbers was quite invisible. Through the co-opera-
tion of the Inspector in Charge of the Police Depart
ment1s Scientific Bureau (Inspector A.J. Baird)~ the 
band was chemically treated and established as 1 3L~4. 
This was the northernmost recovery and the longest 
recorded flight of a duck within this State. 

COMMITTEE 1 8 TOUR OF INSPECTION 

Led by the Superintendent (Mr. A.J. 
Fraser) as Chairman, memb8PS of the Fauna Protection 
Advisory Committee, Mr. J.B. Higham and Mr. A.J. Milesi, 
accompanied by the Secretary (Mr. H.B. Shugg) and Fauna 
Warden S.W. Bowler, visited areas in the South-West from 
May 13-18. After a brief inspection of lakes south of 
Perth, the party visited areas from which complaints had 
been i-·ecei ved of d3IT12,ge caused by kangaroos and. emus. 
As well as visiting the properties of effected farmers, . 
the party met. representatives o:f the Preston, Nannup, 
Manjimup and Plantagenet Rond Boards to d:i.scuss the 
situation generally, and to receive recormnendat:i.ons from 
the local authorities. 

Before completing their tour, a meeting 
of the Committee was held o.t Narrogin on the evening of 
May 17, when the evidence obtained was reviewed. 
Owing to the widespread nature of the damage and the 
ineffectiveness of previous short open se2sons, it was 
decided to recommend a long open season as an experimcntJ 
provided that the effects were observed carefully by 
a.epartmen tal officers and a close check lrnpt on the pet
food trade. 
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OPEN SEASON FOR KANGAROOS AND EMUS 

The Minister for Fisherie s (Mr. Kelly) 
r> e cently 2-nno.u:.r1ced tho.t he h a d. accepted a r e commenda tion 
f ·ro.il:n,: the ·fa:mrn . -:Pr.o ,t e c·t i -on : :Aaiv~is-or-:y-:.,c:bnirn;i t·te·E! 'ahd : ·;that a 
long open· se ason for grey l<e:n:garoios ~-~ria_l efous'-"Ii'a'cl. 11i'e'Ei11 
proclaimed in a number of road d_is _tric __ ts in the lower 
South":-Wo s·rt. ·.;j· i. :T.he .s ea.'s-on:·· )VllJ ' 'dp~ri ·orr:cg_y.ne _ 1 _J _ _1.957.s __ 1;1.nd 

·- wi-ll···not .clb.·s· e :un:.t:i 7 · :: Mi-:>'1r3 . .,, .-, _: 1 P.5-'9:. ,:u:_A-r 0·ss··c~c o:d-ttA:1 ··:· •· ' · 
.J ~ . - . .,.. - -- ..L CAJ I 9 ::::; 9 , . . , : _ .. . · ' . I~ ~-, - ,. · • .! • 

.. ,:.•m-eas.:ure.s ,pi-1.0 .. Ye : c:, .m:o:re · •e.f'.f',e-c't ·,ifve? t jiB-n'--' W'Q'~ :l an'.t':fq'i:p'a t_@;g:; _· 1,: 
-·- .. · -: -~- -. -· .-·-·. r~ .· ·,.- ·~:-J ·:.. l'! L1.i ·~ _; .-., .!. ~-.--';.r ·~-~•-- ;- · ·--..i:J~ .i _;_0 "": u ... : : . 

~ ;-, -:; . ~c ~ c ~ ; . :~J ~ '. ·' The- · e f :fi''e Ct:. ·of'., tfi:e 'oj'.J~:h· •Jg e'lis oh-'-~ 'tv iil ·,: bb~; 0 

allow property owners to d e stroy kan garoos and emus 
without hnving to apply for a licens e , a lthough it Vi/ill 
not r e liev e t he n e c ossj_ty for any p e rson to b e in 
p ossession of a licens e b efor e h e can l e ga lly s e ll th e 
me a t or skins . Any p e rson de siring t o t1.;tke 'ko.ngaroos 
or emus for· gain or r eward. in the open C1reas will h ave 
to obt a i n a profes s ional hunt e r' s licence , the fe e for 
which is £2. 

It is anti~ipa t e d that in addition to 
professiona l hunters operating soJi. e:.y for· slzinsi> others 
who desire to s ell k cmgaroo end emu meat t o the p e t 
food proce ssors will b e a ttra ct e d t o the op e~1 a r eas. 

The ro a d districti - ihcluded in the open 
se a son fop both kangaroos an d em::i.n m~e a s fol lows -

Albany 9 Augusta..-Mo.rgo. r c t Rive r, Ba lingup, 
Bridgetovm , Collie 9 Cr 2,nbroolr , Denmo.rk 9 
Greenbushe s, Ko jonup , rfi anjimup , :1Tmmup, 
Plantagen e ti> Preston, Upp e r Blackwood, 

ahd West Arthur . 

In addition, cm op en se o.son • f o r gre y ic2ng o.roos for the 
sru:ne p eriod .has . b een pi-•ocla i rnea. j _n :thE; :_.Ging in Ro a d 
District • . ,. . . . . : . .. - '. i. _,: , .. _ 

' .\ . ~·. ' . . ' ' 

··,·; 

EASING , OF FP&EZER-T3QAT.·- RESTRICTIONS~-~. 
: .. . ·'- . 

• • ' I ' 

The Ministe r for Fi s h e ri es ( Mr. Kelly) 
ho.s o.mended the dir e ction to Jic ensing officers res-
tricting the op e rntion of fr e e zer bo o. ts. It will be 
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r emembered tho..t freezer bocd;s were prohibited from p1°O
cessing the catch of other bocts north of the 28th 
parallel 2nd south of the 33rd parallel of south lati-
tude. · 

F'ollmving on 011 2pplic2t ion by a compo.ny 
opernting both co..tcher and freez er bo nts, it has been 
de:cided to permit freezer• boa ts vvi th catching ui1i ts to 
operate north-of t he 27th p o..rallel. This decision is 
to take effect immedi ately . 

The restrictions on freezer boats might be 
re-st 2t ed now to clarify the position for licensing 
officers. 

South of the 33rd .. 12_pro..llel, fre0zer boats may 
operate o.nd process their own catch, but not 
that of other boats; 

Between the . ...J3Ld_par_Q_ll el and the 28th 1J2.rq.llel, 
( excluding the Abrolhos Islands 011d the surroun-
ding vvaters which are closed from August 15 to 
l\'lo.rch 14) freezer-boats may operate and may pro
cess their own c2tch cmd the catch of other 
boots; 

BeJtween the 28th o.nd _27th pyrallel3
9 

they mo.y 
only process their own catch; 

~or~h o:f the 27th 1JO.ro.llel9 they m2.y :Process the 
catch of other boats □swell as their own, 

DIRK F..ARTOG_CRAYFISHERY 

Inspector N.E. McLaughlan reports that 
the L.F.B. 11 S2.turn 11 , whose development of a new cro.y
fishery at Shark Bay was reported in the January ana 
March issues of this Bulletin, is continuing to fish 
with success in that area. 

Apo.rt from occasional visits. to either 
Geraldton Ol" Fremo.ntle, Insj_Jector McLo.ughlcm says that 
the 1rsaturni1 has been crayfishing constantly in an are 2. 
west of Dirk Hartog Islsnd. Although the average 
daily catch is not as good a s wns ori gi hnlly expected, 
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he believes that it has been quite satisfactory and 
that if anything the catch in rec ent months was an 
improvement on the average obtained last December. 

No ,white cr ayfish had been ca~ght 9 but 
spavvne rs vve r e j _n evidence throughout October 9 Novemb ers 
December and January , and had ceased spawni~1g by the 
middle of February. 

Very few undersize fi sh had been taken 
at any time . 

Inspector McL aughl an anticipat es that the 
11 Saturn 11 will leave Sharl{ Bay at the end of May to spend 
some time in Fremantle undergoing 2, refit before she 
joins the snapper f J.eet . Subsequentl~r 5 she is e2i..-pec
ted to recommence crayfishing on her nevdy :pl"'oven 
grounds. 

TRAWLING EXPERIMENTS 

Technical Officer Si.m=Qson has re9orted 
some excellent trawling r·esults by the research vessel 
11 Lancelinn in the Sharlc Bay area . 

On May 7 9 the n:r_,a_ncelin° -~rawled j_n 14 
fathoms o:f wateJ: off CarnaTvon and dur i ng one trawl of 
30 minutes duration~ 11 O lb" of praiN:r1s was captuI'ec1. 
The capture co~siste~ of 95 lb. of tiger prawns, 10 l b. 
of V\les-ser:a Austr·alian k~~ng prmvns and 5 r'J Q of Endeavour 
prawns. 

On ~ay 21. t~rse exc e l lent haulG of · 
saucer scallops were ma&2 in Shark Bay . Ea ch t r iwl 
vms o:f approximate l y hal f an hour I s cluration one. 2,.600 
lb. of' scallops was landed. · 

TRODJ~TRANSPORT _IN PLASTIC BAGS __ 

. In a previous issue of this Bulletin 
(Vol. V, No . 9., Sep t ember, 1956) the results of experi
ments aimed at testing the poss i b ility of traris~orting 
trout fry in plastic bags were discussed. It was con
cluded tha t the plastic bags would successfully transport 
trout fry 9 a lthough further exper imen t s would have to be 
carried out with fingerlings , advanced fingerlings and 
yearlings. 
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During the period September 1 to December· 
7 9 trial bags of fish were carried on the norffia l trans
port deliveries. There were seventeen trial bags in 
all, of which 1 O were successful and sev8n tmsuccess--
:ful. In :four of the tmsuccessful cas e s the fj_sh were 
in poor condition b efore b e ing placed in the bags. 
In miother the fish vvere in the bag :for 47 hours while 
it was thought that the fish in the r emaining t wo bags 
died as a result of excessive heat" The longest 
journey travelled by fish during a successful trial 
was tha.t of a parcel of 527 fry consigned to I,Ir. F. E. 
Daw, of Ravens thorpe. ThG journey too le 37 h ours and 
only 20 fish dj_ed in tr2nsi t. 

During January9 Messrs Bowen nr.i.o. Simpson 
carried out further' exper1ments at Pem1Jc rton. Their• 
main purpose was to d e termin P the effect of ternperio.ture 
on :fingerlings placed in a plastic bi1G The r e sul t 
was clear cut as the fish becmne distres s ed as the 
water temperature o.pproached. 36°F. 9 at. V.' 115.ch tem;::Je r ,9. -
ture they died. The time inte rval in this c 2se was 
approximately 2 hours. 

A similar volu@e of f ish ( ~6 oz. d is 
placement) was placed in a second b ag End the water 
temperature controlled. at 71°F. • The fish s~-::.o '.'.'ecl no 
signs of dist rc=:ss af'te:i::1 bc:Lng :in -~l'1e ·, Jsg lo:.· 20 .h.ours. 

From t .nese exp.:;riments it aJJpea::,s that 
:fingerlings ana. advansed :fingerJ.:i.ngs c1;u1 be: ti-,s.ns:i.Jor~ e c-;_ 
in plastic b ags for at l eas t 20 hou rs w~. t hont loas, 
provide d the water temperatu ~e does no~ risJ to lethal 
limits < 

GF:tµLDTON FI SHING __ BO_i:i.J VJRECl(fiD 

During the nj_ght of Mo. y 29 9 -!;he J.icei1s ed 
fishing bo at 11 Moyne •1 

( G. 144) 9 owned b y Mich•:.: =~ Yama:.riis, 
of Gerald.ton, broke adri~t :from the Gerald~on wharf. 
She came as hore the next morning nea:r the r a ilway 
yards and was compl ccely wrecke d. 'rhe diese l en.6 :i.ne 
dropped into the s ea throu.2)1 · the smashed. hull and 
wreclcage from the boo.t and her eguj_:pment vYas w:J.shed 
ashore on a half-mile st1,etch of t .l-::.e b each. '.\Then 
last licensed the 11 Moyne" was \' a lued ·oy it 8 owner at 
£3 9 000, but it was beli eve d to be insured fo r appr~~-

imately only h c lf that amount. 
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CON:B'ERENCE OF COMMONWEALTH AND S'l'ATE FISHERIES O·FFICERS 

On May 28 and 29 1 at Canberra 9 a conference 
was held to discuss problems connected with the dis
bursement of funds standing to the credit of the newly••· 
created Fisheries Development Trust Account. The 
Account comprises the net sums received 9 and to be 
received 9 from the sale of -;he assets of the Australian 
Whalh1g Commission at Carnarvon, W.A. It will total 
something like £740 , 000 when a ll payments are received 
and adjustments made. · 

T,hose ~resent included Mr. R. W. Wilson s , 
Assistant Secretary (Agriculture and Fisheries), Depart
ment of Primary Industry, who pr_esided, Mr. F.F. Ander
son, Directors Commonwealth Fisheries Office 9 Dr. G.F. 
Humphrey 9 Chief, Division of Fisheries and Oceanography, 
C.S.I.R.O., Mr . H.K. Grubbs Commonwealth Treasurys and Mr. 
R. Whi te 9 Department of Trade. Thes e gentlemen com
prise the inter-departmen t a l comrnittee appointed to 
scrutinise applications for assistance from the Account 
and to make recommendations to the Min ister for Primary 
Industry. Other Commonwealth officials in att.e~1dance 
were Messrs J.C. Bowes 5 senior project officer of the 
secre tari a t of the Departmen t of Primary Industry, C.G. 
Setter 9 Assistant Direetor 9 Comr11omvealth Fisheries 
Office, and F. Grainger, Department of Territories. 
The respective States were represented bf Messrs. F. 
O'Neill (N.S.W.) 9 A.D. Butcher (Victoria), B.E. Riding 
(Queensland), T.F. Rice and F.W. Moorhouse (S.A.), F.W. 
Hicks ~ L.S. St. Leger and J. Andrews (T~smania) and 
A.J. Fraser (W.A.). 

In his opening address the Chairman 
thanked the representatives of the States for past co
operation and expressed the hope that this happy 
relat ionship would continue. He said that the fisheries 
of Australia v1ere making a valuable contribution to the 
national economy. Any moves to increase production so 
as to step up the volume of exports and reduce imports 
would be most welcome , and the Fisheries Development 
Trust Account was created with thit end in view. 

Mr. Wilson went on to say that l~gal 
advice had been taken to .ascertain the type of project 
which could be undertaken with moneys in the Trust 
Account. The advice received was to the effect that as 
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the Cornmomveal th has power to legislate with respect 
to fisheries in Australian waters - i.e. 9 waters 
beyond State limits - and in Australian Territories 9 

it could appropriate and spend moneys to implement 
any laws made by the Commonwealth Parliament. But so 
far as the fishing industry in other vvaters 9 e.g. 9 

Stat e waters, was concerned_, mon ey could be spent 
solely on technical, scientific and economic research. 
Because of constitutional limitations 5 direct finan
cial assistance could not be made available to a 
State or a State Department. 

In order that tbe objectives might be 
o.ttained 9 continued the Chairman, it would be neces-
sary to undertake investigation and 1~esearch into 
the major fisheries whidh appeared to offer potentia
lities of large scale development. A consider•able . 
amount of scientific research had been undertaken in 
many Australian fj_sheries. Befoy,e the Commonweal th . 
could thinlc cif investing the developmental funds 
available, however, it would want this extended to 
investigation into the prospects of commercial fishing 
operations 9 experimentation in handling ar'cl processing 
the catch, and survey of the market 9 marketing pros·
pects and the probable economics of the fisher-y. 
Some of this information was already available. Other 
could only be obt a ined by actual trial operations tl'."La t 
would be financed from the Fisheries Development Trust 
Account. .An economic survey of the tuna industry in 
south-east Australia had recently been completed anc. 
was now being studied. The commercial prospects of 
pilchard and anchovy fishing were at present being 
investigated with the use of a chartered vessel and 
the co-operation of certain fish canners and fish me al 
processors. Consideration was being given to under-
taking practica l investigation of additional prawning 
grounds in eastern Australia by a specially equipped 
vessel. Enquiries were being conducted into the 
:possibilities of operating a large trawler capable of 
operating in the Great Australian Bight. Development 
under the T:eust Account would be by mesns of the invest
ment in comp E..n ies or co-operatives of share capital or 
of loans to private enterprise. In some cases, of 
course, it might be necessary for the Government itself 
to undertake the establishment of a fishery as was done 
in connection with whaling. The Commonweal th Fisheries 
Division had been besieged with applications from indi
viduals seel:ing assistance f'or the purchase of equipment 
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and the purchase or conversion of vessels • . The Depart
ment of Primary Industry understood · that many States 
already operated funds for these purposes ·, and that loan 
facilities were provided by banks and other financial 
institutions~ It was neither the desire ti6i the inten
tion of the Government that the Fisheries Development 
Fund be used for such purposes 9 except perhaps where 
this was necessary as part of a prograrmne of major 
development of a new fishery or the co-ordinated organ
isation and expans ion of an existing one. 

"The Commonwealth does not desire to 
trespass on the responsibilities and functions of State 
Fisheries Departmenis, 11 concluded Mr. Wilson. 11 It 
believes 9 however 9 that there is a field in wh ich it can 
pursue develbpmental act ivities complementary to the 
work being carried out by the States 9 whose goodwill 
and co-operation ar·e essential to the successful imple
mentation of the programme of development and expansion. 11 

A great de al of discussion took p l ace in 
regard to the order i n which developm~ntal projects · 
should be put in hand. There was general agreement 
that trawling in the Great Australian Bight; develop
ment of the tuna and pilchard fisheries 9 and the search 
for new prawn fisheries 9 oITerec1 the best scope for 
investigation. At the same time serious doubts were 
expressed as to whether it was desirable to investiga te 
the fisheries concerned before finding sure market~ for 
the increased production. Several State representat ives 
felt tha t to step up production i,v i thou t a complete know
l edge ~f the mark~ting situation ·and the ec6nomics of 
marketing might be somewhat akin to putting the eart 
befo1°e the horse. It was mention ed that 2u1 intensive 
sales campni gn conducted i n the eastern States had 
recently boosted the sal e of canned tuna 9 but some 
doubts were still felt as to Australia's · capacity to 
absorb greaJc l y augmented production 9 and suggestions 
vvere made that any survey which might be undertaken 
should cover also overseas mark~ts. 

A resolutions expressing the desire of the 
meeting that moneys in the Trust Account be used only 
for developing and e~panding maj6r fisheries; that 
assistance to individual fishermen be limit ed to those 
desirous o:f participating in such development and 
expans ion; and that a marketing survey be made, was 
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carried unanimously. It was also agreed by the State 
delegates that a recormnendation ·would be made to their 
respective Governments that, subject to an assurance of 
complete co-operation and continuous consultation by the 
Commonwealth authorities 9 full co-operation be extended 
by the States j_n the implementation bf the development 
and expansion policy. 

Some discussion took place concerning the 
delegation to State fisheries officers of powers and 
functions under the Fisheries Act of the Federal Par
liament. As all licensing officers have been supplied 
with detailed instructions on this matter, the ~uestions 
dealt with need not be repeated here, although one 
point made by the Chah·man and the Director of Fisheries 
was of much interest to the State officers~ That was a 
statement that it would not be necessary to refer to 
Canberra for approval to prosecute for any breach of 
the Commonweal th law 9 but that action could be · taken by 
the chief fisheries officer of the State on his own
initiative, subjeat to the receipt of advice frotnthe 
Commonwealth Crown Solicitor for the State concerned · 
that sufficient evidence was available. The Crown · · 
Solicitor would prosecute in all cases. 

A full-scale discussion in relation to 
the Bass Strait school shark fishery took place, the 
participants being the States of Victoria, South Aus
tralia and Tasmania and the Commonwealth itself. It 
would seem, ai a r esult of the very frank exchang~s of 
opinion which tool{ place, that complete co-operation 
between the States ·concerned is nearer now than at any 
time in the pasto 

Before the conference rose, Dr. Humphrey 
gave a most lucid and informative report of the 
functions of his division, indicating that one of its 
major activities in the future would be a comprehensive 
stud,y of the productivity of the sea and of the general 
behaviour of several more important species of fish. 
Most o.ther work had either been completed or was in 
process t?tle completion, al though some · attention would be 
paid tc;/violentiy fluctuating barracouta fishery of 
Victoria and Tasmania. · · · 



THE CLEARING HOUSE. 

Nylon Purse Triumph is Seen in Action 

by A.C. Sanctuary. 

Having lived among nets all my life~ I 
was astonished on _going to Norway recently to see a 
practical demonstration at sea of the use of the 
nylon purse seine net and by the bulk of the cotton 
netting the Norwegians are now in process of aban
doning. 

As I walked down the Aalesund jetty to 
join .the 129ft. trawler Giskoy which was to take me on 
my voyage of' conviction in the triumph of nylon nets, 
I lrnpt dodging great curtains of cotton netting draped 
from poles 30ft. overhead. The jetty roof was 50 yd • 

. long and quite 10 yd. wide. 

No Wonder 

"How many nets can you fit in here.?'.', I 
asked and the casual reply was : "Four with luck. 
They won·t dry if they are too close together. A 
piece of cotton netting of these dimensions, well 
tanned and saturated with water, would frighten a 
professional weightlifter. No wonder the fisherman 1 s 
mind is turning towards synthetics. 

The 177-ton Giskoy lay across · the end . of 
the jetty. Her skipper Aakre made me feel at home 
from the start, though my companion and I spoke _no 
Norwegian and he no English. Soon we passed the . 
home of the Norwegian herring fishery and headed for 
the : open sea. . Once clear of the islands we anchored 
for a couple of hours before moving on to the fishing 
grounds to try our skill and fortune. 

At 10 a.m. we approached the fishini 
fleet. Kipling's story of the Grand Banlrn sprang to 
life as we pressed into a swirling mass of 150 to 200 
fishing vessels and their net-boats clustered over · a 
large shoal of herring. 
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Lashed Together -~ • 

The enormous net is carried by two net
boa ts. ·· E·ach · takes---one · wingj while · the bag of the net 
is laid between them. The net is usually 180 
fathoms on the head-rope and the net-boats are lashed 
together until the moment of shooting" 

The fishing boss, working from his own 
motor boat, locates the fish and gives instrLctions to 
shoot the net. When the net ha::;, encircled part ·of 
the s·hoal 9 the net-boats meet again and draw the purse 
line taut, thus closing the bottom of the net a.rid 
trapping the fish. At this poj_nt, the mother ship 
picks up the centre of the corlt line 9 from which hangs 
the heavy netting of the bag, and the ne t - boats haul 
in the wings unti1 the fish have been collected and 
brought to the su~face • . The catch is then brailed 
6ut of the net into the mother ship. 

Suddenly, there was a great shouting 
and_ waving of arms . Our net was being shot.. The 
unwritten law of the fishing grounds l ays down that 
once a fishing boss has shot his net, everybody e lse 
must keep clea1"'. The chaos subsj.ded and 9 when we 
looked again, . there. were three nets laid out. It 
was soon apparent . that the other two had faiied and 
that the Boss Seavek of Giskoy 5 who was the second 
man to shoot, had judged the movement of the fish . 
torrectly and filled his net. 

Into Position 

We rushed to the top bridge' over th.e 
vvheel-house and joined in cursing other boats out of 
. :the way, while Giskoy vvorlrnd her . way into posi tiori to 
pick up the centre of the corlt line. · With our hearts 
in our mouths, we saw the· net-boats pa~t. What w~s 
happening? We were reassured: "He has mcire fish 
than he dare try and tal<;:e. 11 We late1"' learned that the 
Boss ts estimate vvas 800 tons 9 and. he was wise to let a 
lot of them go . When several hundred tons of .herring 
d·ecicle to move, nothing will stop . them, unless it .be 
the steep rugged coast of Norway itself . 

Now began the trj_clcy job of bringing the . 
catch to the surface. Four helping boats (those which 



( xlv ) 

stand by the fishing vessel and dravv 50 per cent com- · 
mission for carrying exce~s catches to th~ factory) 
had sent their small boats to assist i n hauling'the 
net. Hauling began. The surface began to move. 
Thousands of dark shadows could be seen moving to 
and fro within the decreasing eircle of the floats. 

Hearts Lea_£ 

Our hearts which had been jumping for 
some time, ceased to beat altogether for a moment. 
A large shoal rushed to one side of the ring, and the 
pressure on the netting sent spray flying. Would . 
the nylon hold? Yes, it did. Long enough for the 
Boss in his boat to get to the danger point and, by 
racing his engine, scare the fish back into the centre 
of the neto Gradually the net was hauled into th~ 
net-boats, and the Boss came aboard Giskoy to direct 
operations 9 l eaving his boat's crew to watch for ~ny 
dangerous movement of the fish. 

The herring could still break away if 
carelessly handled, but they were being forced to the 
surface and the water was "boiling" everywhere within 
the circl e of floats. All went well, The sea was 
calm and the final ·stages of drying-out the fish went 
lit:e cloclu:10rk. 

This was the moment as both Skipper Aakre 
and Boss Seav k pointed out afterwards, when double
knotted netting iS essential to prevent distortion 
during the intense strain of hauling such a colossal 
we i ght of fish bodily to the surface. 

Boss 8.eavek Was l ean ing over the starboard . 
gunwale of the we ll--cleck with the frenzy of a producer · 
at a dr8ss rehearsal, but his team were well trained· 
and, after an anxious 3{- hours, the catch was safe and 
ready to be lifted aboard. The herring were brailed 
out of the net in a big landing net with a quizk-
release device which allowed the cascade of Norweaian 
silver-cod to pour over the deck 2 cwt. at a time~ 

Once vve toot: a 20 deg. list because we . 
were filling the port ho ld faster than the starboard 
one. _we applauded the concentrated energy of Skipper · 
Aakre in charge of the .release line of the brailing net 
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even if he did misjudge one roll of the ship and 
empty 2 cwt. · of herring in to the sea. 

We filled Giskoy. We filled the helping 
boat which, as first on the scene 9 laid alongside to 
take the surplus catch. We eventually sent the last 
five tons to the second helping boat because we dared 
not take any more fish aboard. Gislrny started for 
home while the net boats were delivering the final 
five tons, but we could not travel fast and the ne t
boats soon overtook us and made fast astern. 

Deck Awash 

I · judged that the gunwale was 18 in • . 
above the.water when we started for home - certainly 
the deck was well awash - but as the s~rplus water 
was pumped away we · gradually rose and we could claim · 
30 in. of freeboard Vihen we steamed triumphantly 
into Aalesund to r eport our success. 

Our load was officia lly stated as 250 
tons 9 that of the first 11 helping 11 boat as 80 tons 
and, as we guessed, the runner-up carried. five ton~~ 
making a total of 335 tons for one haul. Giskoy h~d 
several l arge hauls in the previous we el{ or two, the 
next best being 300 tons 9 with a rur111e1,-up of 250 tons 9 

and she is well in the running for top boat -of the 
season. 

•·· 

(nThe Fishing News" London April 12 9 . 1957}· 

Fis_h Fin~ing from a Helicopter 

A novel method of echo sounding. from 
the air which is likely to have a wide application in 
salvage work, mine de tecting and fish 1indirig 9 has 
recently been tested by a U.K. company, P. Y.'E. Ltd., 
of Cambridge. 

During the tests a Pye "Fishfinder 11
, 

fitted in a _Westland h e licopter, was ftlown over and 
indicated a number• 0 f _submerged obj 8cts in the -'English 
Chaimel. The method employed was as fo·11ows: A :iFi~h
finder" in the cabin of' the helicorlter was attached by a 
cable to a . transducer housed in a specially desig.ned 9 

bomb.:..shaped subnmrj_n.e body. This vvas towed o;n 9 or just • 



" 
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belo~ the sur£ace of the water at speeds up to 50 knots. 
In order to transmit the signal from the . submarine body 
to the helicopter, considerable problems of cable strain 
had to be overcome. For safety reasons a "weak link" 
was provided which would break at a predetermined stress, 
so that the subms.rine body vvauld part from the helicopter. 
if it be came en tangled i,vi th a submarine object thereby 
endangering the aircraft. 

The obvious implicntions of the device, 
when used in mine location, is that of safety. Up to 
now mines have normally been locat ed by surface vessel.s 
having to enter a suspected area. With this new method 
l arge arens of sea can be checked and those areas which 
are free from danger can immediately be indicatedo It 
is only when a minefield has been positively identified 
from the air that minesweepers need to be called out. 

For salvage work , the use of the nFish
finder11 for locating, says a submerged submarine which 

. is known to be within a certain area , is evident . 

Plans are envisaged for a service to be 
established, on a co-011erative basis, to ass ist fisher
men to proceed to a reas containing the largest concen
trations of fish. Whil ·e this will not necessarily. 
relieve fishe rmen of the necessity of equi pping them
selves with echo sounders, it is hoped that it will 
consider'ably reduce unnecessary steaming time, thus 
making for more p l entiful, fresher and cheaper fish. 

Support is being sought to enable further 
trials, under normal conditions, to take place in con
junction with fishing vessels, so that the value of the 
system as an economical operation can be assessed. 

( "South African Shipping News and Fishing Industqr 
Revi ew" Cape Town April, .1957) 

Highest Catch ever From East Af~ican Lake 

Last year 's catch of more than 5,000 
tons of fish from Uganda 1 s half of Lake Albert and from 
the Albert Nile is the highest catch ever recorded in 
the Lake. The reason, says the Game and Fisheries 
Department, · is the fact that a growing number of fisher
men there are now setting nets in waters they had pre
viously t hought were m1productive. 
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Of ~he 5,000 ton yield, 3,600 tons were 
smoked and exported to the Belgian Congo, bringing an 
income to the fishermen of more than £125,000. 

Only a few years· ago the yield from 
Lake Albert was no more than 3,000 tons a ye~r and it 
was said. the Lake could never yield more for it· was 
already overfished. But . a suJ'.'vey carrie9- out · by · the 
Game and Fisheries Department ::1evealed that only 130 
of the 1,300 squa~e miles of vrn ter available · to U gan.:.. 
da 1 s fishermen were being exploited. In .fact, more 
than 80 per cent of the fishermen were fishing in the 
delta of the Victoria Nile, in the very north of the 
Lake - an aiea covering only four per Bent . of the 
total water ava:Llable. · · 

Fishing Village 

Recognising that the south end of Lake 
Albert was a great potential fishing ground, the 
Game and Fisheries Department and a model fishing 
village was set up at Rwengara. 

The erQction of suitable µoius~s, porters 1 

lines, stores 5 salting vats, andsmo1';:ing ·pits to a 
specified plan was a pre-requisite to obtaining a 
license, but this did not deter prospective applicants 
and licenses were soon tal-ccm up and a new fishing 
community established. · 

The off-shbre waters of the Lake are 
still being completely ignored by the fishermen, even 
thouGh experiments with an echo sounder had indicated 
t.ha t .. these deep waters held large 8tocks of fish. This 
belief was confirmed last year during a survey of these 
unexploited waters carried out by the F'is.heries Officer 
of the area, Mr. ;J. Stoneman, in the Game Department ts 
launch, st. Clair. 

V'Ji t_h the aid of an echo sounder and using 
deep-set gill nets, as much as one ton of fish per 
thousand yards of netting were caught during a 12 hour 
period, a yield which is about 20 times greater than 
that obtained -f:ro·m -Lake Victoria. 

("South African Shipping News and Fishing Industr;y 
Review" · Cape Tovvn · · . April 9 1957) 
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Armed Planes to Se ek Poachers 

Iceland :p lan caus es conc ern e.mong trawlermen 

Reports reaching Grimsby . from unofficial 
sources tha t the Icelandic Government has authorised 
us e of armed planes for fishery protection and the 
establishment of whether or1 no t a trawler is inside 
terr1i torial lirni ts ? has been received in the port with 
extreme dis quie t. 

Mr. T. Olge irsson 9 Icel andic Vic e-Consul 9 

told Fish i ng News: "It ma;y- be a fact that OUI' planes 
are to 1B a r me d but I have not . ye t had confirmation of ·. 
it. Ii 

Captain Donald Sco tt, s e cretary of the 
Grimsby Trawl e r1 Off ice rs'· Guild 9 s a id 111 have no r eason 
to doubt the authenti city of thes e r epor1ts. 

"The f a ct that the Icelan de rs have decided 
to ar the ir planes me ans · a pot ential danger' to British 
trawlers i n borderline cases. 

"'I'he trawl e r skipper may b e satisfi ed that 
his position is ou tside the limit and the plane may· fir e 
a warning s hot. 

11 I f the skipper disr egards warnings arid 
the pl an e fir es to stop hi~, the vess e l may be l eft . 
disabl e d f or hours with no one to c a r e for wounded. 

"The gunboat pas faciliti es for a tt ending 
to casua lities i f she has to f ire to stop a ship. 

11 we · will be j_nte r e sted to know the me-thods 
us e d b y a pl ane t o establish a trawl ers' position.. It 
must b e dir ectly above the vess e_l an:1, with the speea: 
f a ctor taken into a ccotmt 9 t he vess el would be difficult 
to plot a c curat ely. 

"The old method unde r vvhich a plan e reported 
t o a gunboat s eems much safer and mor e accurat e . 11 

A r epr e s entative of the British Trawlers' 
Feder a tion said: "Arms are used so infre quently b y the · 
fishe ry prote ction ships that it is extremely unlikely 
they will b e used by plan es exe:, ept as a warning. 11 



As long ago . as 195L!., the Grimsby trawler 
Lincoln City was · adjudged to be inside Icelandic terri
_torial limits a1'ter heI' position ·had been ·(.)lotted by a 
plane::. The vessel was subsequently fined- and the ap:9eal 
dismissed by a Reyl~javik court. 

It is understood that the Icelandic 
Government is using Catalina :flying boats. 

( i'The Fishing News ;i London April . 5, 1957.) 

Experime::ntal rearing of lobsters under 
laboratory conditions in the U.S. from the earliest 
larval stage::s to market size are reporte::d by National 

. Fishermen. The lobsters were reared to full.maturity, 
and two individuals from the four-year--old group weI'e 
mated. A new generation, derived from laboratory
re~r~d parents, is riow hoped for. 

The lobsters reared under experimental 
conditions developed a brilliant blue shell, quite 
dif:ferent from the wiicl lobster with its usually 
darlrnr and multi-coloured shell. At the lobster 
station where the experimental lobsters were confined, 
an abundance of :food was provided. At various stages 
they were fed on :finely ground beef livery small frag
ments of alewife 9 a readily available species of fish, 
and various species of shellfish. 

( "The Fishing News 11 London April 5, 1957. ). 

Japa.TI;~e to Deve:io_p . Thailand Fishing_ Base __ 

A new fishing base will ~e constructed 
on Terutea Island 9 off the western coast of S6~th 
Thailand, with the help of the Japanese Overseas Fishery 
Co-operative Associa.tion. · A group of Japanese headed 
by the chai1•man of the Co-operative· Association .were 
expected to survey the possibilities of developing new 
fishery resources~ cons·truc tion of a fishing base to 
accommodate 100 fishing vessels, and facilities for 
cold storage~ processing 9 and canning. 

( 11 Pn.cific Fisherman" Portland, Ore. April, 1957.) 
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Polj._C..,Y:.2 PPinci-oles and Philosophy of 
Alaska Fishery R.cgulation 

Condensed from an address by Donald L. 
McKernan 9 Administrator of Commercial 
Fisheries 9 Alaska 9 deliv~red at the 19th 
Annual Salmon Cutting, Seattle 9 March 12 9 

1957. 

What I want to discuss with you today is 
t ].1i s :. /.r e ·~he ;:; c I C "..' e :i.·e-.s"c1.·ic-cio:c1a 0,1 .r1.laskc1. salmon 
fishj_ng worthwhiJ. e ? If vie don I t let1o vv pr ecis e ly what 
has caused the decline in salmon runs in Alaska 9 what · 
are the bases of our regulations? 

Esscntially 9 past regulations have been 
designed to reduce the total harvest. They have been 
based upon the assumption that management's responsi
bility ended with_ allowing 50 per cent of the run. to 
escape. But the folly of this hypothesis has now 
become . evident ·· in the depleted salmon runs. It is 
obviously not enough to presurne that we can conserve 
our so.lmon by simp'.ly limiting the catch. Other fea-. 
tures must enter our regulatory formula. The total 
number of salmon escaping is · not by itself insurance of 
a continuance of the runs. 

What then is the basis for our m~nage~ent~ 
today? 

We can show conclusively . that simple over
fishing has not lJeen the primary caus e of depletion~ 
Then, can we erect a workj_ng hypothesis -which will stand 
the careful 8crutiny of scientists and experienced 
salmon men? Can we · -drmv u-o a broad framework upon 
which to base our regulations and, of· greater i mportance 9 
upon which to build and add scientific evidence as it 
becomes available? If vve can derive such a formula 9 it 
wili' be possible to progress ~ithout change in direction 9 

without chenge in policy, and with some assurance that 
the ;most probable Pesul ts of further scientific study 
will fit into the frameworlc and build a more sturdy and 
lasting management programme.· 

For purposes of our present rnariagernen t 
policy we are assuming that any run of salmon to a lake 
or river is constituted of a complex of sub-races or runs 
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which are charact eris e d by r e turning to s eparate 
environmental niches within the single syst em year 
after year. We are assuming they are separate with 
li tt-1e transfer -~vi th · other sub-rac es within the 

. same river · sys t ern. - · TJ1e y migrate as adults sep arat ely 
· and may migrate through the fishery at a differe~t 
time. 

Using OUI' · l-cno wn facts plus the assump
tions just mentioned we then can evolve a principle 
upon which to bas a our regul a tion of the ha rvest. 
This principle is simply stat ed as a desire to allow a 
harvest o:f equo. l proportion from c1.ll discre e t or 
separa te units of a runo That can be stat e d .in t h is 
fashion; escap ement is needed from early, middle 9 and 
late portions of a run rath,3r than from just the late 
memb ers of the run or the middle or from the mrly 
part of the run. For the tGchnical minded.9 · vve wont 
an escapement which is normal .with respect to the run 
its elf composed of both ca tch and escape ment. 

_How are we implementing this principle ? 
Everyone in this room is f amiliar with our efforts to 
stabilise and reduce fishing effort by a number of 
means. In SouthGast Alaslrn we h ave limited the 
rnimber of traps and reduc e d effici ency of purse seine 
gear. In Princ e William Sound and Cook Inlet fishing 
gear i~ b eing curtailed by various means. In Bristol 
Bay fishin g effort vvas r e duc ed about ~-0% last year 
over the pr evious year. 

There ar e signs that this principle of 
11 normal esc apement 11 is payi ng off. Despite a very 
moder•ate run of salmon in most districts of Alaska.9 the 
escapement of most parts, ea:r1 ly 9 middle and late runs 
showed distinct improvement. Even S0.9 the ultimate 
test of this approadh to fishery mana gement will be 
found in the restor ation of the Alaska ·salmon runs. 
Instead of th~ present 3 million-case pack , ·we will 
expect a consistent 5 to 6 million-cas e harvest each 
year. 

VVhat about the future? What can you 9 th e 
Indus try .9 reasonably expect in .. the way of improved 
salmon runs _ and improved manngemen{? It s eems obvious 
that the most important r esult of our pres ent increased 
efforts in research, management ru1d enforcement will b e 
restoration of the salmon runs. 
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What I am a11.xious to impart to you is 
this. The Service does have a i

1new ::Look" in fishery 
management in Alas1'-;:a. Our policy is to improve the 
11 g_uali ty 11 of salmon escapement by providing e·s ca:pemen t 
from all segments of a salmon rw1. Furthermore 9 we 
are looldng. towards the future; towards the time when 
we can not only manage a fully restored resource 9 but 
when we can precUct the fluctuations in abundance of 
the runs with a high a_egree of accuracy. 

("Pacific Fisherman" Portland, Ore. Aprj_l, 1957) 

~egal Limits for the Lobster 

Bills introduced into the U.S. Congress 
~o regulate lobster cizes and names would preclude 
lobsters less than 3-1/16in. from entering America, or 
being docked, l anded, stored 9 distributed or sold thefe . 

. - _- Only the lobster lm.own as Homarus l\..meri-
canus 9 ran ging from Labrador (Canada) to Ca:pe Hatteras 
(No r th· Carolina) 9 would use the word 11 10,J steri1 in its 
common and usual n ame under' the n e;_;,. Bills 9 says 
Fishing Gazette~ comrnercial fishery journal. 

The practical effect of this would be to 
}Jreclude the use of the vrnrd 11 lobstern in the common 
and usual name of lobster' tails, roclc lobster, crawfish 
and crayfish. 

( :'The Fish~i.ng Fews i; London April 12, 1957.) 

Who Wants Free Ice! 

Scientists are toying with the idea of 
towing large icebergs of the North Atlantic

9
which are 

a. menace to the fishermen of the Grand Banks of New
foundland who fish for cod and haddock 9 over to drought
striclzen areas. 

( 11 Western Fisheries" Vancouver 9 B.C. March, 1957) 
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Alien Barnacle Harms Shellfish Beds 

The alien ba~nacle which reached British 
shores on the ~ottoms. of wartime convoy ships from 
Australia and New Zealand 9 quickly spread about the 
southern 9 south-eastern and western coasts of Britain 9 

as well as crossing the Channel. 

A recent survey of its Continental 
haunts has shown that it is common · around the Hool( of 

. Holland and most of the Dutch and Belgj_an coastso 
· It is also nwnerous on the sandy and shingly shores of 
north France 9 from Belgium to the Cap de La Hague, 
and at Le Havr'e, and again on the rocky coast of 
Bri tt2.ny. 

The trouble with this barnacle is the 
harm it causes in shellfish beds, including those of 
oysters. It tends to smother other shellf1sh as well 
as compete for f'ood . . 

The common native barnacle is still 
more numerous around most coast~l regions of north 
France. The alien barnacle, Jmown by its four 
sides inste1.1d of six 9 like the cornmon acorn ship 
barnacle 9 is abundant along the North Wales coast 9 

especially around Penman and Puffin 9 as well as the 
Manx, Cumberland, Essex and south--vvest Scottish coasts. 

( "The Fishing News 11 London April 26, 1957.) 

Dogfi_s)]. Egg-:Sacs . in 200 A~riurn 

Dogfish egg-sacs sent from Plymouth 
have been on view recently in the London Zoo aquarium. 
They c1re known as mermaid 1 s purses 9 for each egg is 

· enclosed in a hormy transparent envelope and is 
attached to sec1weed to prevent it from floating around. 

I~ th~ aquarium the eggs were placed at 
the front of the tank so that they could be examined 
by visitorsj and as the sac was transparent the 
embryo fish and the yoke on which it feeds could be 
seen clearly. When hatched the baby dogfish vvill be 
about 3 in. long. 

( 
11 The Fishing NeYvs" London 


