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STAFF NOTES 

Tb.e S11perintendent (Mr. A. J. Fraser) 
left Perth,on July 28, for Carnarvon, Onslow and Broome. 
While at Broome 9 Mr. Fraser wi11 inspect the pearl cul
ture beds at Augustus Island. He will return to Perth 
on .!\ugust 15. Next month Mr. Fraser will attend the 
Bi-ennial Conference of Interstate Fauna Authorities, 
to b e held in Sydney during the week commencing Sep
tember 23. 

The Supervising Inspector (Mr. J.E. Bram
ley), carried out a tour of inspection of the Bunbury 
district from July 24 to July 28. 

Assistant Inspector D. Viright will be 
transfe rred to the res earch vessel 11Lane3lin 11 (vice 
Assistant Inspectors. LaRoche), for the duraticin of 
the current resea rch programme Qt Shark Bay. 

Assistant Inspect6r K.L. Bro6ks will 
relieve a t Geraldton in lieu of Inspector Wright until 
the Lbrolhos crayfish season encls on August 14. 

. Cadet Inspe ctor K. R • . Dickson 1..vill. commence 
spe cial leave, on Arigust 18, to attend a fortnight's 
National Service training c3Il1p to be held at Nungarin. 

Insp ectors H.J. Murr~y, A.J. Bateman and 
A.K. Melsom will. all commence annual l eave this month -
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Inspector Murray on August 19, and Inspectors Bateman 
and Melsom on August 26. During Inspector Melsom's 
absence~ Relieving Inspector G. C. Jeffery will be in 
charge _ of . the Fremantle district until September 15. 

·He vvill then relieve in the Mandur.ah district while 
Inspector Green is on annual l~ave • .. 

Officers expected to co1m11ence annual leave 
in September include the Superin tenca::ent, Inspectors N. E. 
McLaughlan and G.H. Lyon ·and Assistant Inspector R. 
McKay. 

·The Seniorinspector (Mr. J~E. Munro) will 
resume duty on August 12 aft.er long service leave. 

Congratulations are e,xtended to Mr. and 
Mrs. Cherrington oh_ the bi1~th of a daughter 9 Doreen Ann,_ 
on August 1. 

MOVEMENTS OF -DEPARTMENTAL Vf~SS~¼..§. .. 

The Research Vessel 11 Lancelin 11 will leave 
Ge r· aldton for Shark Bay early this month to resume 
scallop a ·na~ pravm investigations and whale marking. 
,She is nc,t expected to return to Fremantl~. until: October. 

The p.v. "Silver Gull 11 shortly will undergo 
a complete refit to the hull and engine. Thj_s worlc will 
be carried out by the Harbour and Light Department at 
their boatshed in Fremantle. . 

_The p. v. 1.
1Kooruldhoo 11 is -expected in Fr>e

mantle late thiff month for her annual overhaul. 

The third bondwood dinghy to be constructed 
under the supervision of Supervising Inspector J.E. Bram
ley was recently completed. ·:- This - 13 1 6 11 boat has been 
handed over to Inspector Green for use in the Mandurah 
District. 

The keel of the new patrol vessel has been 
laid by the Harbour and Light Department. The frames 
have been completed and work is reported as progressing 
steadily. 



.. 

( 117 ) 

OBITUARY 

We read with regret of the passing of 
Mro Robert Moore, Managing Director of the Nor'-West 
Whaling Co. 9 who died at his home in Mount Lawley on 
July 5 9 aged 76. To his widow and sons we extend our 
sincere sympathy • 

WILD LIFE SHOWS. 

The annual Wild Life Show 9 conducted 
under the auspices of the W.A. Naturalist's Club and 
the Gould League of Bird Lovers 9 will be held in the 
Perth To'Wll Hall from September 9 to 14.· This Depart·::.:.: 
ment will again enter · an exhibit. 

Senior Inspector J.E. Munro will be in 
·· charge of ·the exhibi~ ~t the Tb~h Hall, ahd will lat~f 

take it to Kalgoorlie, as the Department b.as again 
agreed to partic.ipate in the Australian Inland Mis:sion 
Sho~. It will · b~ held in the Kalgoorlie Town Hall 
from September 24 to 27. . 

Additionally this year, at least part of 
the exhibit will be entered in the Mandurah Wild Lif'.e 

·show on September 18. 

Any officers who have suitable items of' 
interest whi ch they are prepared to loan for inclusion 
in the exhibit are invited to contact Mr. A.J. Buchanan, 
of' Head Office, a& soon as possible. 

GIANT PETRELS -/i, 

Due to an editorial error 9 the details of 
a giaht petrel carrying F. I. D. s. band No. 52968 was 
omitted from the list of' recoveries on page 110 of' the 
previous issue cif' this Bulletin. It was this bird 
which was in the white phase and not that banded 10293 
as previously shown. 
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Since the previous publication, two 
additional reports of recoveries have been received and 
are listed hereunder with the details of the previous 
omission. 

It is of intei~st to note that the petrel 
which had been recovered at Kwinana on June 22 and 
releas,ed at Fremantle on ·June 28, after having been 
banded by Dr. D.L. SeI'Venty with A.N.A.R.E. band No. 
10291, was recovered on the afternoon of June 29 at 
Point Peron by Mr. G. Coleman, of 56 Howick Street, 
Victoria Parle The bird · was caught .. on a fishing line, 
the ring examined and the bird released again with the 
band still on it. It was last seen swimming out to 
sea. 

Date 
:::iound 

24/6/57 

2/7/57 

23/7/57 

; 

l 
I
i 
l 

Place 

r Naval Base i· 

! 
i Gerald ton I 

l 
f Gerald ton 
i waters f .. 
f 

F.I.D.S. 
Band 

No. 

52698 

52568 

52319 

Remarlrn 

Whi te.:....phase bird. Re- . 
leased at Fremantle on 
28/6/57. . 

Found dead. 

Alive but. fatigued. 

.QRAYFISHING · 

In previous issues of this Bulletin, 
monthly production figures at·the Abrolhos during 1957 
have been compared with those of the previous year. A 
further · table is re-produced on page 119 and although 
it will be seen that th$ June, 1957, catch was below 
tha_t of 1956, the progressive total production this year 
is still well ahead of last year's. 

Figures so far to hand indicate that for 
the tvvel ve months ended June 30, 1957, thG State prO
duc tion of crayfish exceeded 12,000,000 lb. The pre
vious highest catch during a similar period was , , . 
10,529,539 lb. in 1955. 



. . 

ABROLHOS CRAYFISHERY 

JUNE, 1956 JUNE, 1957 

AR.El\: l ! 
, No. of ; Total j C2 t .ch per I No. of Total l Cat.ch per 

Men Catch ! Mon ~ Men Catch f Man 
' 

I ! 

lb. i lb. ' I lb. lh. I l 
I . 
i 

North Is. :33 I 46,304 ! 1 ;403 i 22 i 22,053 ! 1,002 
! 

J j 

Wallabi Is. I L~ 1 ! 61,530 l 1,501 i 29 ! 33,149 ' · 1,143 I j I i t 
l ! ' I 

) I 
1 I ! ------Easter Group I L~4 I 50,301 1 , 1 L~3 43 ! 50,253 i 1,168 ! i i 1 [ ~ 

' i I 
! I ~ 

' ! 

Southern Group l 37 I 43,992 I 1,189 29 ' 25,924 ! 895 \.0 

i ' t 

202,127 I 
l I 

,.,__,, 

' I 

' 
TOTAL • o. a 

I 157 ! 1,287 ' 1:23- i 131,379 j 1,068 ! I i ! 
l i 
L ! 

TOTAL FOR FOUR MONTHS 19 56 •• 2,119,288 lb. 

TOTAL FOR FOUR MONTHS 1957 •• 2,521,536 lb. 
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GENERAL FISHING 

The figures her•eunder show that while the 
salmon season h2s been exceptionaily poor this year, the 
catch of · tommy ruffs, a clos ely relate9-species, has 
been good. . Al though the _ run of-. ruffs - j,n the Fremantle 
distfict has been very poor, . it h~~ · bc6h offset by a 
great increase ih the Albany district which has produced 
706;901 lb. · or . approximately 80% ·of the catch so far 
this yeai. ' 

When comparing the ;figures it should be -
remembered that almost all the annuE)-1 catch of both 
species is : taken in the first half of · the year. 

Total Catch 9 19~6 
Catch for 6 mon,ths · erided 

•June ! 1 ·9·57 . 9 ! 

Salmom 
7:5:-

. L~, 821, 9L1.1 

3, 5.24, 061 

-Loss OF THE "WA'l'ERWI'rdr-I' 1 

Tonun;z_E£.ff 
. lb. 

767,407 

873,746 

, bn July 1; the 4 7 ~ fishing boat 11 Wa ter-
wi t ch11 licensed in the name of Mr. Franl<: Burton, of 
Geraldton~ strhck the Port Gregory r~ef _and sank within 
seconds. ' Tvvo of the crew members were .asleep in their 
bunks at the t:ime of the mishap·, but they and the 
sl<:ipper, !Mr. Joe Burton, vJerG able to reach safety though 
not without first being extensively cut and bruised on 
the reef. When last licensed, her owner valued the 
"Waterwitch" a.-;t £5,000 and her 'gear at £500. 

WHALING 

Reports from Inspector B. A. Carmichael, 
of Albany, indicate that the Cheyncs Beach Whaling 
Company expects to complete i t ,s quota of 1 20 whales 
before the end of this month. Inspector Carmichael 
advised that a whale, which had been killed near Albany 
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on July 8, was found to contain twin calves. This was 
the first record the Company had of twins occu1•ring in 
whales and it is believed that the phenomenon of twins 
in humpbacks is rare. One of the whnles caught towards 
the end of July was among the largest ever taken by 
this Company. It was a female over 45' in length, 
but unusually big in the body and the Company expected 
it to yield about 80 barrels of oil. 

Ass.istant Inspec'!;or R. McKay, reporting 
from the Nor-West Whnling Company's Carnarvon Station, 
advised that up to July 31, 464 whales had been taken by 
that Company's chasers. As the first whale was only 
taken on June 12, the total was very satisfactory. Mr. 
McKay referred to the increased efficiency in handling 
the whales due to better techniques and equipment which 
had reduced the average flensing time of each whale from 
30 minutes in June, to 24 minutes in July. The Company, 
he wrote, was carrying out experiments in the extraction 
of protein meal from the whale blood which was normally 
wasted. The Manager of the Station expeeted that 
techniques would be developed which would be incorporated 
as part of the usual procedure next year. Mr. McKay 
added that, while the small whales were in good condition, 
the majority of the large whales taken was on the thin 
side with poorer blubbe r and dry meat. Reports from 
the chasers indicated that a large number of smaller 
whales were moving up the coast, but only a few large 
size whales were accompanying them. 

The suggestion had been made, Mr. McKay 
said, that the larger whales were moving farther out to 
sea each year, and this year they were al]. having to be 
towed long distances to the Station. 

OPEN SEASON FOR FINCHES 

Lt its last meeting, the Fauna Protection 
Advisory Committee recommended that the usual open 
season for finches, from September 1 to December 31, 
should be proclaimed again this year. It is expected 
that the Committee's recomi~endations will be accepted. 
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Although unseasonal and heavy rains have 
been experienced this year in the Kimberley's normally 
11 dry" season 9 which will undoubtedly delay nesting 9 it 
was considered that if the Open season were also delayedy 
it would ei1courage the trapping and transport of b_irds · 
during the hot weather and thus ·increase the mortality 
rate. 

TROUT ---
Although stripping operations were success-

ful at Pemberton this year, J ess fry than usual :will 
be available for distribution. The first hatching 
trouble in over -twenty years was exper i enced, through 
causes unlmovm , and many thous.ands of eggs died in the 
"green 11 sto.ge (i.e. before they were eyed) . Thi.s made 
necessary ·Ghe cancelling of orders for ova received . from 
Bendigoy Mt . . Ganibier and the South Australian. Fly-fisIJ.ers' 
Association tota11ing 150,000. · 

Distribution· of fry will commence on August 
8 when 40,000 ~ill b e brought to Perth and held in the 
recently completed holding pond a t ,Craig's Lake , Kewdale. 
There wilJ be r~o distribution at country centres this 
year~ a11 pur;liase1-_,s wiil obtain · their fish eithe r at 
Pemberton or Perth . Fry wj_l} be sold o.t £10 per :pou:n,c1 
weight in ·plastic b ags on wh ich there will be £1 deposit. 

The Superl1a.·sei1d0i1:t ,, ( M,:r_.: A. J • . Fraser) y the 
Clerk-in--Charge (Mr. B. R. Saville J arid . tfiti "Research 
Of~ice~ (Mr~- -B.K. Bowen) will attend the annual general 
meetings of the J?emberton~-Warren Trout Acclimat is a tion 
Society and the Trout Acclimatisation Co.unci;l ;of W.i... _ 
which are to be held in Pemberton .on Sa turda-y. _an.d Sti.nday\ : -·-
August · 31 and -September 1, respectively. · · · · · · 

; • • ; - ~ V 

BROKE INLET 

Inspector B.~. Carmichael, of Albany, reported 
that the bar at Broke Inlet (Brooke 7 a Inlet) opened to the 
sea on July 26. By a previous proclamation, the Inlet will 
automaticaJ.ly be closed to the taking of all species of fish 
by means of fishing nets from se::ven days after the bar 
opened until May 31, 1958. In other words the Inlet will 
be _ closed to netting from August 2 to May 31, 1958~ both 
da;y-r-: inclusive. 
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THE CLEARING H~ 

New Hebrides Tuna Base 2 U.S. Outlet 2 
Contracted by Ja~g 

Es tablis.hmen t of' a base :i,.'n ;Bri,-~ish...:co.n
trolled New Hebrides I _slands of' the southwest Pacific 9 
with a selling arrangement in the · Un.it:Gd State.s 9 was 
n~gotiated this spring by two Japanese f'irmi, Nanyo 
Booki K.K. and Daiichi Bussan K.K. 

In±t:ial opEii:>atio;nfii ·a1~·e _to -be limited to 
eight clippers 9 but the Japanese arific.ipa:te substantial 
increase in importance of the base in succeeding sea
sons. 

The New Hebrides base will be the second 
available to :the Japanese :i.n the mid-Pacific ·area where 
they ·had territorial dominance prior to World Wf;l.r II. 
A con.cession permits . Japanese · vess-els to deliv..er . their 
catches to the operation of · the Van Qarn.p Sea Food ·co. 
in American Samoa. 

It is understood that the Japanese 
companies negotiated · the deal with a Bri ti.sh company 
and an American f'iri:n 9 neither of' whi_ch was named in the 
dispatch f'rorn Pacific Fisherman's editorial represen-
tative in J·apan. It was understood 9 however, that the 
American company has a tuna cannery as well as a 
national distribution _organisation for frozen fish. 

TheBritish company is to . build a co].d 
storage in the New Hebrides, · this work . already ·being 
under contract to Kinoshita Kenetsu K.K. of Yaizy, 
Japan. The plant will have .daily freezing ,apacity. 

Two of' the Japanese vess.els will. _come from 
Yaiz;u 9 in Shizuoka Fref'ecture near the great tuna port 
o:r. Shimizu; and six will come from ports in Wakayama 
Prefecture. They W'ill fish with long-line gear 
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primarily, but will undertake to use the live-bait 
method whenever possible in order to test its produc
tivity under conditions in the area of the New Hebrides. 

The two vessels from Yaizu were engaged 
in Albacore fishing near that port early in May and were 
not scheduled to depart for th13 _New Hebrides until some-
time in July. They ··a·re· eaicfr·of · 8o tons gross and are 
owned by Showa Geyogyo K.K. 

( "Pacif--i.c F-:i.sherman 11 : ·Portland·9 Ore. . .. . Jlili.e, 1957) 

Maasbanker by the Mi 7 lion
_Recbrd Fish Harvest off Cape West Coast 

In two week~ of fishing .at the e~d of May 
and early June the fishing boats of the Cape West Coast 
probably eg_uallea. or even . ex.ceeded the 50 9 33~- tons of 
mc3.as'bariker caught durir1g the en tire·: season last year. 
Deckloads again · Yi e ca.me a familiar sight as the boats 
wallowed up to factory jetties, disgorged their c~tches 
and then returned to the huge shoals only two to three 
hours run from the factories. 

. .· . Fishermen and factory opera tors with years 
of • experience of St. Helena Bay and the unpredi,ctable · 
movements ·of . its fish descI'i bed the r _un as phenornenaL 
Echo recordingf:l taken by some bo a ts s_how shoc;lls . up ,_ to , 
16 miles long of fat 9 firm fish in excellent condition. 

. . . 

The · 1arger boats took 200 :and more tons 
in one net ; when they had filled to .capacity 9 qther .craft 
would come alongside and brail .until they were full. 
Iri this way up to three boats have takep their . . catch from 
one riet. ·· 

It ha~ been e cho fishing all the way. 
According to fishermen the shoals have moved three to 
five fathoms below the surface. "It would be dif:fi'-
cult, if n'.ot ' impoEisible to :find these fish wi.thout the 
a:id of e-cho sound'ers 9 

11 one jubilant fisherman told the 
South Afri•can Shipping News and Fishing Industry Review. 
"But since. the rush on echo s ounders last year 9 almost 

· every boat in the St. Helena Bay area . has on.e of these 
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instriuments. The few without them have had to cruise 
around v✓ai ting · f'or net loads beyond the capacity · of one 
boat." 

The outstanding suGc~ss of the echo 
sounder in Gape wat ers has stimulated Walvis Bay interest 
in the instrument. The firm, K.F. Albre cht & Co. 
(South Africa) (Pty.) Ltd. which sold the El ac Echomat 
echo r e corder almost by the dozen last year r eports that 
s ome 150 of thes ~ instruments have be en installed in Cape 
and Wal~is Bay boa ts. More than 100 Echomats are now 
almost standard equipment aboard the shoal fishing boats 
of St. He lena Bay. 

Large Craft 

Seeking and n e tting the St. Helena Bay 
maasb anker a r e mor e than 200 boats with Echomats and 
also instruments by Kelvin and Hughes, Atlas, Bendix, 
Marconi,· Simr aa. and others. Many to-day are large craft 
of 60 ft. and longe r abl e • to lift mor e than 100 t ons of 
fish at a time ~ One bo at, the new Spes Bona II of 
63 ft. brought in a ca tch of 135 tons and in one we ek 
landed 581 ton s to earn nearly £30 , 000 for its skipper 
and crew. 

half of May. 
and:· f actories 
catches which 

The shoals we r e found early in the second 
For ten days boa ts r an to and from them 

worked 24 hours a day to process the 
still pil ed up in the fish bins. 

Then a gale struck the coast on May 30. 
For four days · the bo a ts we r e unab l e to move out al though 
s ever al f i ctories t ook advantage of the brea k to process 
the a ccumul a t ed piles. With the return of calm weather, 
the bo a ts went out i gain. The fish were still there and 
frenzied catchin g started once mor e . 

Fishing has carried on day and night. 
With echo sounders, there is no ne ed to wait for · the 
moon and several boa ts have been making two trips a day 
to the shoals. 

For fishe rmen and f ac tory op erators, the 
run is a n ew hi gh poin t in s eason which, from its start, 
has shown considerably more promise than sad 1956. 
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In the first three months of the year 9 

pilchard catches have been reasonably good although ~t 
times boats have had to trave l nearly 100 miles to the 
south to _make catches from shoals. i -n Fa_lse Bay •. 
Figures for the mon_th of Apri.l; how_e.ver 9 showed a slight · 
drop on th6se f6r the ~reviotls -three months and there -
was some concern that the months of May 9 June and July 
might bring a heavy drop .similar ; t _o.- that suffered last 
season. 

Through the n1on ths . Jan~ary to May 9 ·• the 
maasbanker catches have been small. . The huge run ·· in 
the critical month ;has, there.f'ore 1 come as a, boon to an 
industry which was becorriing worried over the near dis
appearance of 9ne of its t ~vo most important fish species. 

It is the theory of some fishermen and 
factory operators that this maasbanker run might have 
b een there for ·Gatchj_i-1g in past seasons but .was not 
seen becau_sG the boats were not fitted with echo sounders • . 

Whtit eVer ~he t~eori~s 9 the fish are t~~re 
and j_n almost unbelievable quantities. They. are also 
in such go_od. c oridi tion that the discharge pumps can wor-k 
almost uninter~1pted and there are few ho1dups in the 
plant " 

Unfortunately 9 with the smaller intake 
during the previous seasOn, some f a ctories ha ve not 
been working to fµll ca~acity and one or more reduction 
plants in the fish meal sections had b e.en· idle for 
seweral months~ Thes~ h a d to be brought into operation 
again before the 15 factories in the , Gape West Coast 
could reach t heir total fish meal plant capacity . for 
some 250 tons of raw fish an hour. But within a few 
days all West Coast factories were working to top capa~ . 
city and_ bags of meal were pilj_ng up in the storehouses. 

Market ing__Problem 

This s udden increas e in -production must 
a l s ci create a marlrnt ing problem for,. the Sou th .A_fI,'ican 
Fj_sh Meal · Producers Association. .. In recent years the 
fish meal industry of the Union and South West Africa 
has had little difficultyseJlipg its r.1.eal at a go0:d 
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price on o.verseas markets. But a reasonable level of 
production through the year enabled meal to be sent 
abroad in a steady flow. 

With the production of all factories 
pooled in the Association 9 the tendency has been to 
export meal from Walvis Bay and supply much of the Cape 
production to the South African market. The maasbanker 
run may create a healthy export surplus in the Cape and 
this will have to be stored until the Asso ciatim is 
able to ship it abroad. 

The canneries are also busy and are taking 
full advantage of the good quality fish. 

("The South African Shipping News and Fishing Industry 
Review" Cape Town June, 1957.) 

New Plastic Mats Stop Top Ice Meltir1:_g 

A wa.terproof plastic insulated mat that is 
placed over the top ice in fishboat holds, and which 
cuts down the melting rate of the ice considerably, is 
being marketed by Scott Pl astic Products, Victoria. 

The mats have been test·ed in actual 
fishing operations, and ha ve been proven highly success
ful. 

CalJLed II Scotty Ice Savers 11 9 the tough and 
flexibl e mats a re made in one size - 4'x3'. They will 
not deteriorate or rot, and will not carry bacteria. 
They are vefy light and easy to stow, and are easily 
cleaned by hosing. 

The mats are modern, scientifically
designed insula tion, and are the answer to an old problem. 

(nwestern Fisheries 11 Vancouver, B.C. May, 1957.) 



( lxx ) 

Russia Refuses to Have Forei01 Observers 
On 'l;heir .Antarctic Whale Factory-Ships 

Russia has refused · to allow foreig:o. _ 
observers on her whaling ships, and her action has jeo
pardised the- ef:fective functioning of the Internatio~l 
Whaling Convention. . . • 

The Russians failed to attend a Whaling 
Convention special meeting called March 20 in Oslo. 
Repres entatives of the.- Unit~d Kingdom 9 Netherlands, 

Japan ana. ... .Norway · attende-d · the coriferenc·e, but Russia 
sent a note saying she could not attend. 

The desire to have neutral observers on 
board whale factory-ships is a matt.er of . urgency to the 
Norwegians, who say that it would insure fair play under 
the -ru]"-'.3 of the Int ernational Whaling Convention. 
Opposition by Russia has in the past prevented the per
mission: of neutral observers on A:q.tarcti:c whaling ships. 

The refusal of the Russians to attend the 
March 20 conference was not unexpected .. 

AA examp1e of why the Nor~Vegians mistrust 
the observance of the rules o:::' the :Convention by Russia 
w~s provided by a Norwegian captain .who returned after 
a month in the Antarctic. He stated that the Russian 
whaling fle e t arrived with ·j 8 catcher boats, compared 
to 15 li::1.St SGEU30n,, The Norwegians' British and :south 
Africans had agreed among themselves to limit their 
fleets to -12 catche r boats each. .· .. The. augmented fleet 
-of catch~r boats att~ched to the Russian fleet will 
probably ensure them the largest individual fleet 
catcho 

Meanwhile, the production of whale and 
sperm oil for the 1956 to 1957 season by the Norwegian 
fleet increased 30% over the previous season. Produc
tion amounted to 953,273 barrels, compared to 783,658 
barrels during the last season • 

.An owner of a Norvvegian fleet told a 
press conference that there are still plenty of whales 
in the Ac~tarctic, particularly finback whales. Previous 
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to the opening of the 1956-1957 s eason, the fl ee t owner . 
had taken the l ead in expre ssin g pessimistic views on 
the futur e of interna tiona l coop er a tion in whalin g. In 
fact he ha d r e commended withdrawa l of Norway from the 
Interna tional Wha ling Convention . At the press con
f erence in March, however 9 the owne r s a id that he was 
11 hopeful 11 that n 2tioi1s would coope r a t e in wha ling. 

("West ern Fisheries" Vancouver, B.C. May, 1957.) 

J ci.£§:nes e Expansion Worries Weste rn Int erests 

The Ant arcti c wh aling season ended this 
year on March·16, havirig l ast ed for 69 days. This was 
9 days long~r than t he preceding year , despite the fact 
tha t t he quot a ha d b eeri reduced by 500 blue whale uni ts 
to a fi gure of 14 9 500. The a ctua l ca tch slightly 
exc.eede cl . this, b eing 14,73L~ blue wha le uni ts. · During 
the · s eason 225 ca ~tchers we r e employed, and their ave r a ge 
rate of ca tchingj ther efor e , works out at 0.95 blue 
wha le units per day, a de crease of about 4 per cent 
compa r ed with the previous s eason I s figures. 

The provisional tot al of wha le oil produc
tion r eport ed by e ach expedition is given in the accom
panying t able ; tot als are expr ess e d in thousands of 
barrels of wh al e oil, a barrel b e i n g equal to one-s,ixth 
of a ton . By vv ay of comps.r ison, the figur es for the 
t wo prece ding s ea s ons a r e also g iven. 

As c an b e s een from these figures, the 
tot al ca tch for the Norwegi an expeditions is substan
ti ally higher than last year, where as tha t for the 
othe r western countries, and for the Jap ane s e , is, on 
ave r a ge , correspon dingly r educ ed. 

Abou t ha lf the tot al ca tch ·wa s t aken in 
the previously protect e d Pacific are a , which is now 
open for whaling for a tria l period of 3 years; it do e s 
not n ecessarily follow from this that the b al een whal e s 
are l e ss scarce he r e than elsewhe r e s a s it is prob able 
tha t a large numb er of expeditions took the opportunity 
of sampling the new a re a . 
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This year, for the first time, no less than 
five Japanese · expeditions tool~ part in the season's operations, 
and it is easy to sur•mise that there will be furthe1, expan-
sion in this industry in Japan in the years to come. It will 
be realised that · l ast· year the sale of Chr. Salvesen' s floa
ting factory ship Southern Venturer to a Japo.nese cornpany 
failed to be completed only as a result of' the intervention 
of the Jap2nese Goveri1ment 9 in refusing the release of the 
necessary s terli21g. It would be rash to assume that vve ho.ve 
heard the last of t his deal. Durin g the last year or two, 
the Norvvegian incJ.us try has not disguised its clpprehensj_on at 
the very rapid growth in the Japanese participation, though 
in Great :Bri taj_n the t1,ena_ seems to have caused much less 
interest. The reasons for the Jap011ese optimism, which is in 
such shar::_) contrast to the pessimistic views h e ld in the West, 
are not fay to seek. 

'TABLE 
Provisional Figu1,es o:f Whale Oil :Production for 1956/1957 

_______ s_· e_a_s_o_r_1.L.-Comparec1 with Previous Yea:,r_s_· ________ _ 
• Season •. .. 1 . 

Ex.pedi tion !(1,ooo's of barrels of whale oii)R · ~l 
-·-·---- l 1956/_5.7 1955_L56 195_LJL'.5.5- i ·· ema.d:s 

I ' I 
"Southern Harvester" ! 103 154 ·. · 107 .· i 
11 Southern Venturer" • 101 · 120 89 . i · 
"Balaena" 
"Abraham Lnrs e:;:1" 
"Kosmos III;') 
"Kosmos IV" ) 

10.2 70 1Li:9 ·! 

11 Thorsharnme:e 11 
) 

1iTho1,shavet 11 
)) 

11 T horshordi 11 

"Sir James Clark Ross 11 

11 Norhval 11 

"Pelagos it 
11 Sudevoy11 

"1Nillem Barends z n 

"Kinjyo Maru.11 · · 

11Nisshin Maru 11 

11 Ton an Maru 11 

11 MatsU:shima Marun 

nKyokuyo Maru 2 11 

· I ... \ 

81 i e1 s2 
·' 

256 182 175 

263 242 218 

99 
I 
j 55 65 

111 68 85 
82 74 80 
45 33 L1.4 
6-6- · 85 SL~ 

75 69 · ··-· ·69 
115 151 12~-

90 119 122 
6L~ -

i 
' 75 t 

Figures · ror the Russian Expedition (factory ship 
' have not yet been received. · 

l 

: To March 
;:! only 

'Nerr exDe-
i dition"' 
\Previously 
1 "Olympic 
! Cho.llen p;er 11 

"Slava"; -·-
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Japan, in the first place, unlike her 
Western competitors enjoys a huge home market for whale 
meat for human consumption; in the second place, the 
rates of pay for whal ers of all grades, from mess boy 
to gunner, are far below the comparable figures now 
firmly established in the West . A gunner, for example p 
may be paid for a season's work no more than one tenth 
of the afr1ou_11.t received by his opposite nulTl.ber in the 
West. 

But it is the demand for whal e meat tha t 
is likely to assure the Japanese industry" many ·•years of 
prosperity ahead. i\lip,ch the greater part of the oil 
extracted from a whale comes from the blubber, the 
extrac tion · rate from the meat being muc~. lower. In 
factory ships of the Wes t all the· whale meat goes into 
the cookers along with the blubber for the extraction 
of its oil content . What is l eft over is i;hen dried 
and. finally 9 after several further processes, bagged 
up and sold as fertiliser and for animal feeding. · 
From the point of view of maximum utilisation · or the 
whale 's carcase, this process is less efficient than 
the direct consumption of the meat; and from an 
economic standpoint it is obviously l ess profitable • 

.. No lon@r profitable 

The conclusion to be drawn from all this 
is simple enough. If, as seems probable, the stocks 
of whales in the Antarctic continue to decline, a day 
will come when the mounting of a floating factory 
expedition and its operation for the short 1uitarctic 
season will no longer provide a reasonable margin of 
profit. However, this situation will be reached in 
the West before the East. Those who deplore this 
trend, and believe that something should be done about 
it, might consider one remedy - namely, to eat whale 
ment. 

"World Fishing"· London 

Pet Foods will Soon Come in QF Packs 

Scottish east coast fish trade firms · are 
showing an interest in pet foods, a number of which are 
in process of being developed as · packed produce • . The 

_ l;)asic ingredient would be fish off'al, vvith lower-priced 
fislJ. and other i ngredients incorporo.ted as. the market 

·permitted. 
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This expan:sion of interests is in 
keeping with the growth of the pet food trade, which 
is already taking substantial quantities of lower
priced fish~ and the desire on the part of the trade 
firms to .extend their field of operation more fully, 
so that they are not coinpJ;:etely dependent on table uses. 

("The Fishing l(fews'' - Loria.on 

. ; 

Portuguese Favour -Sardine Controls 

The Portugue se sardine-fishing shipowners 
in their report for• 1956, recommend that present res
trictions on the expansi6n of the sardine fishing fleet 
be maintained; that old boa ts be withdrawn; and that · a 
fund be formed to compensate owners who withdraw 
dangerously smell and un:-economic boats. 

' . . . 

They also recommend that those vvho wish 
to replace or· rnoderni se their boats should be encouraged 
to · do so, says · an economic report on Portugal, . issued 
by the B6ard 6f Trade ~n London. · 

. During the year, 93,172 metric tons of 
sardines were caught, an increase .of 9,205 m.t. on 1955; 
48,295 m.t. were sent for canning and the remainder con
sumed locally. 

( "The Fishing News!' London · · June 7, : 1957.) 

. . . 

. Japanese to Develop T.hailand Fishing Base 

A new. fishing base wi ll_ be constructed on 
Terut ea Island, off the western coast of South Tha:hland, 
with the . help of the Japanese Overs·eas Fishery Coopera
tive Associe.tion. A group of Japanese headed by the 
chairman of the Cooperative Assoc iation were expected to 
survey the possibilities of developing n~w fishery re
sources5 construction of a fishing base to accommodate 
100 fis4ing vessels, · and facilities f9r cqld storage, 
process·ing, . and canning. · .... ... _, . 

("Pacific Fisherman" April , 1957) 


