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.Al.~NU.AL INSPECTORS' CONFEREIT~E 

The 1958 Conference was held in the con
ference room of the State Government Insurance Office 
building on F'ebrua'.Py 1 2, 13 and 1 L~. ;rhe Superinten
dent (Mr. A.J. Fraser) presided and all rnember·s of the 
field staff attended. In the absence of the Minister 
for Fi sher i es (Mr. L.F. Kelly) in the eastern States 9 

the Conference was officially opened by Mr. K. J. Tm'm
sing, Public Service Commissioner. 

In welcoming Mr. Townsing to the Con
fereric e 9 Mr. Fraser congratulated him on his appoint
ment a t a comparative ly young age to the responsible 
position of head of the Public Service in iiVestern Aus-
tralia. It augered vvell :for the futur e of the Service 9 

Mr. Fraser said, that the Government was prepared to 
place high respons ibility· on young men of proven 
ability. He wi shed Mr . Towns ing every success. 

Mr , Tovmsing, during his address~ 
referred to the benefits de::rived by· the officer's and 
the Depar tment, from conferences of this natu:c.c . rte 
said that two of the most important objectives of the 
Confe r ence -were the discussion of loca l prob l ems and 
the opportunity to learn and teach for the mutual 
benefit of a ll concerned. He drew attention to the 
imp ortant part that inspectors cou ld p l ay in public 
relations and in g aining respect for' ti1e Public Service 
which they represented. Mr. Tovmsj_ng a lso referred to 
the harmonious relationship which has existed in l"ecent 
years b(;)twecn the Public Sorv"ice Commissj_oner I s Off'j_ce 
and t he Civj_l Service Association. In formally de-
claring the Confer8nce open, Nr . Townsing said he felt 
sure thnt it would be successful nnd that all the mem
bers would enjoy the social activiti es that had been 
arranged. 

Mr. Fraser extended a welcome to Inspec
tors. 8tokoe 9 Assistant Inspectors K. Brooks 5 E.I. 
Forste r and D. Kavanagh and Cadet Inspectors R. Emery 
and D. Smith, who Vv8re attending the ir first Confer
ence. 
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During the Conference informative 
addresses were given by Dr. D.L. Serventy, Wildlife 
Survey Section, C.S.IcR.O., and Dr. W.D.L. Ride, 
Director, W.A. Museum. 

Dr. Serventy spoke on a variety of 
unusual occurrences to illustrate the important part 
that inspectors could play by reporting anything out 
of' the ordinary, whether it relatGd directly to their 
vv0rk or not . He alluded to reports from. various 
inspectors which had later proven to be of scientific 
worth. Dr. Serventy suggested that inspectors should 
take care to record as much as they possibly could 9f 
present conditions and events as, by doing this, they 
could establish evidence which could prove of ines
timable value in l ater years and which might not be 
obtainable f·rom any other source. 

Dr. Ride's address was titled 11 Evolution 
of Today's Fish". He tr·aced the evolution of the 
vertebrate marine life f~om it s origin some 600 million 
ye:=irs or more ago in the Paleozoic Era up to the 
present time. His talk was supplemented with a dis
play of fossils and specimens vvi th which he illustrated 
evolutionary trends and chru1ges of structure resulting 
from specialization. 

LABOUR DAY PROCESSION 

To publicise the fishing industry, the 
Department~ with the co-ope::-ation of the Fremantle 
Fishermans Co-operative Society and Hunt I s Canning Co. 
Pty. Ltd., entered a float ~n the Labour Day Pro
cession. The exhibit ·was prepared by Mr • .A.J . 
Buchanan with the assistance of Senior Inspector J.E. 
Munro. 

SALMON RUN 

Inspector Carmichael has reported that ·_ 
the salmon run in the Albany area commenced on February 
17. Reports from various beaches indicate an average 
season. 


