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WHALING 

Up to the week ending September 20, the 
Cheyn_es Beach Whaling Company had taken a total of 82 
humpback whales for the season. For twentytwo days 
in August 9 neither of the Company's chasers secured 

· any humpbacks but 9 in the last few days of that month 9 

five humpbacks were taken 9 including a large female 
on August 30. Although this whale was not of remark­
able length ( 46' 2") with a calf 1 2' 311 

9 the oil pro­
duced from it 9 113 barrels 9 was a record for the 
Station and the whale also yielded 3 tons 5 cwt. of 
meal. The total number of sperm whales taken by this 
Company since January 1 9 was 154 to the week ending 
September 20. In August and September 9 5 sperm whales 
over 50' were taken. They were all males 9 the largest 
being 52.1 611

• It was taken on August 9 9 and yielded 
62 barrels of oil and 22 tons of meal. The best oil 
yield from a sperm whale for the period was 68 barrels 
from a male measuring 49 11 11 • 

A comparatively rare species of whale was 
.sighted in King George's Sound close to the Station on 
August 20. It was a Southern Right Whale 9 estimated 
to be about 40' long. The species are said to be 

· slow-moving and lethargic and 9 in keeping with this 9 

the specimen sighted lay motionless in the water for 
a considerable time. The sp ecies was almost exter­
min_a_ted in the early days of hunting as 9 due to their 
habi·tf:l 9 they were easy prey for whalers 9 but they are 
now . c:L_osely protectedo .· 

The take of whales at the Nor'-West 
Whaling Company's Station at Carnarvon has lagged well 
behind that of last year. To September 20 9 a total 
of 799 whales 9 all humpbacks 9 had ~een taken, whereas 
last year the Company had completed its quota of 
1 ,ooo by that date. Fr.om a preliminary survey of 
the returns 9 it would appear that the average length 
of the whales taken at Carnarvon this year and the 
production of oil per whale 9 have both declined 
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slightly.; However, by comparison with last year 9 the 
ratio of males to females has improved. In the total 
of' 791 taken so far.9 409 were males and 382 :females. 
For the weel{ ended August 31 9 1 957 9 when a total o:f 
789 whales had been taken 9 351 were males and 438 . 
females. It must be remembered 9 however 9 that females 
dominat0 the catch earlier in the season while males 
are far more abundant towards the end of the season. 
The increase in the ratio o:f males to females, there­
fore9 is possibly only the result of the delay in 
:filling this year•' s quota. 

From a recently published financial 
report of this Company's operations for the year ended 
Earch . 31 9 1958 9 it is obvious it . is in a very sound 
posi ticn indeed. · Al though the net profit showed a 
sltgb.t decrease over that o:f the previous. year, it was 

. apparently entirely due to an increase iri general 
expenses b;..,ought about by writing . off book assets of · 

.. tll2 C01ripm1y 1 s old Point Cloates Station. Even 
allov7ing . for this:; net profit for the year's . opera~ 
tlons ~ £261 ~455 -· is exceedingly g,ood for a company 
whose paid up capital is cnly £270,000~ The dividend 

.. ·r emaine d at a steady 30%. · The report continued that 
the □o:,"cgage With the Commonvi-:eal th for the purchase of 
the B2),bage Island Station had b.een reduced fron:i · 
£307,000 to £100 9 ooo, but at the annual meeting the . 
C~1airman (Mr ., ILH. W.1:::.eatley} announced that · the last 
£160,000 had al·so been paid - 8 rhon:ths before it wa,~ 
due. He revealed that the purchase ' price b:f the 
B2.bbage Island Station had been met entirely from 
prof i ts wj_thout disturbing the dividend rate. He 
acld.ed tl::.at 9 l)_y maintaining the most modern: plant 
:possible 9 the Company hoped to be .?..ble to continue to 
o:)erate profitably. : 

lfil_TOR VEHIC:f:_];S -AND MILEAGE , RATES 

Negotiations concluded between the 
Public Gervice Commissioner and the Civil Service 
Association have caused a variation in the mileage 
rates paid to officer's who are authorised to use their 
private vehicles on official businis~o - Additionally 
a revised poli.cy of assisting officers to purchase 
motor vehicles has been introduced by the Government • 
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