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WHALING 

The Nor'-West Whaling Company's station at 
. Carnarvon ceased operations on Octoher . 21 9 the scarcity 

·of whales of good size rendering further operations ,. · 
uneconomic. By that date 885 hwnpbacks had been taken. 
Two blue whales and three bryde whales had also been 
secured. The value in humpback units of the latter is 
not knovn. 9 as they are believed to be the first taken in 
our· waters 9 but the two blue whales would9 of course~ be 
the equivalent of five humpbackso , 

At Albany 9 . the Cheynes Beach. Whaling Company 
has been enjoying a very successf:ul period in its opera-
tions on sperms. On October 20 9 opera ting iri the chaser 
Kos VII, Capt,ain F ~ Hughes took . 6 of this species9 .· thus 
equal.ling his pre:sent record for that Company. The . 
total of sperm whales· · taken this year had reached 186· by 
October 22. · 

RUSSI.Lili WHALE-MARKS RECOVERED 

. Prior to his return to Perth, the Depart-
ment's whaling inspector at Babbage Island (Mr. David 
Wright) supplied details of four whale-marks recovered 
at theNor'-West Whaling Company's Station. Three were 
numbered 1007 9 1 027 and 1 030 and were all inscribed 
"Kindly return to Moscow 9 U .s. S .R. 11 The fourth was a 
British Museum ·of Natural History mark 9 numbered 1 62392 ~­
The first two were found in the digestors while the third 
was recovered from the back blubber of· a female (No. 659) 
taken on September 4. The British mark. :Was recovered· 
from the. shrapnel trap. . · 

The Chief of the Division of Fisheries arid 
Oceanography9 c.s.I.R.O. (Dr. G.F. Humphrey) !I to whom 
details of the recoveries were sent 9 has advised that he 
is seeking marking data from the respective authorities 
for each of these four marlrn 9 and also for an additional 
Russian mark, No, 1165. 
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On his return to Perth 9 Mr. Wright reported 
that a second British mark had been recovered. It was 
No, 11903 9 and was believed to have been f'ired by the 
11 Discoveryii o It was found in the grax tank on October 
23. 

.filYIBP ON GARDEN ISLAND 

A report in a recent issue of a locai weekly 9 

that sheep were being grazed on Garden Island 9 caused alarm 
in conservation circles here late last montho Owned in 
fee simple by· the Commonweal th Government and leased to 
the Garden Island Service Company 9 Garden Island has been 
an effective sanctuary for its icientifically interesting 
population of Tammar Crti_;ylog_§.le · -™£!lti). . The main reason 
for its effectiveness as a sanctuary has bee_n that the 
conditions of the lease prohibit animals being taken ·to 
the I slando Unbeknown to the Department of _the Interior, . 
which exercises jurisdiction over this Commonwealth terri­
torj9 a sub-lessee of the settlement area sold a half-share 
of his lease to a retired pastoralist, who transported 140 
sheep to the Island and commenced a pasture improvement 
programme there. •._._ · In _addition t .o the . damage to the flora 
from the grazing of the sheep 9 there has also been an 
unfortunate introduction of exotic veldt grass, which was 
reported to be ~rowing successfully~ · 

Pollowing complaints, this Departrmnt made 
representations to the · Cot11monwealth and has _received an 
assurance that the sheep will be removed and the · lease 
condition . that no other animals be allowed on .:the Island 
will be enforced. This ·assurance was received with great 
satisfaction a~ it is believed t6 be essential that the 
Island should be kept in its natural state as far as 
possible so that there wili be no disturbance to the Tammar 
which 9 in the near future, will be the s·ubject of an 
intensive scientific investigation. 

MARRON .AND . QU;i.IL 

Inspectors ~ .. re 1 ... eminded tha.t the open season 
for marron will commence throughout the State on Monday 9 

December 1. On the same day the season will open in that 
part of the State north of the 31st parallel for the shoo­
ting of stubble QUailo 


