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MARTh""E MAMMALS AND FAUNA PROTECTION 

A legal op:imon has 1:Jeen obtained from the Crown 
Law Department regarding the interpretation of fauna as applied 
to such birds and animals as penguins, albatrosses, turtles, 
dugongs, seals and dolphins, which are normally found at sea, 
either f'or the whole or part of their lii'etimes. It will be 
remembered that the def'inition of fauna specifically includes 
birds and reptiles. It seems theref'ore that as both seals 
and ~ugongs for example, are ordinarily to be found in parts 
of the State such as sandy beaches and resorts used f'or breeding 
purposes, they are f'aunn within the meaning of the Fauna Protec
tion Act. Dolphins, wnich are always f'ound in the water and 
are indigenous to no part or parts of' the State but to the high 
seas, cannot be classif'ied as fauna within the meaning of that 
Act. They are strictly "f'ish" in terms of the Fisheries Act. 

WCKY BA.ND DUCK SCIIBME . 

Threugh the co-operation of Imperial Chemical 
Industries of Australia and New Zealand Limited, Western Aus
tralia this year is participating in the "Lucky Band Scheme" in 
regard to duck tag recoveries. The scheme was introduced in 
Victoria in 1958 and proved so successf'ul that it is being 
repeated this year. 

Fifty band numbers have been chosen and lodged in 
saf'e custody. The envelope_ containing the lucky numbers will 
be opened on April 30, and all ' persons who have sent in one of 
the numbered bands will receive from ICI a case of cartridges 
of their own choosing. 

As the number of bands returned over the past few 
years has totalled only about 300, and 30 have been returned in 
the first month since the scheme started this year, there is no 
doubt of the interest brought about by the introduction of this 
scheme. 

Any bands recovered should be forwarded immediately 
prior to the close of the season en April 30, together with the 
following details - the exact location of recovery, date of 
recovery, and recoverer's name and address. 
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Scorecards and pest-free envelopes are availab.le at 
Head Office, and any enquiries should be referred here. 

GAME LICENSES 

We have been notified by the Director of Fisheries 
and Game, Melbourne, that a game ].icense_ at a fee of £1 has been 
introduced into Victoria. Initially, this license will apply to 
ducks only. This license will come into operation before the 
next duck open shooting, season in· that State, which commences on 
February 21. 

HOUSING OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 

The Government recently formed a committee to 
determine the districts in which houses for Government employees 
would be erected, the conditions of tenancy, and any matters 
ge"nerally applying to the leasing nf such. We have now been 
advised that al:.ecations have been completed for this financia :.'. 
year, and that this Department has not been granted any alloca
tion. 

GIANT PETRELS 

On _pages 24 -, 29 are ·listed the recoveries of giant 
petrels ringed as nestlings at Signy· Islands in the South Orkneys 
by the Fa1kland Island Dependencies Scientific Bureau_ in :1958. 
It will be observed that many of these birds, which make a cir
cumpolar flight during their first year, were recovered in Western 
Australia as well as other parts of the Commonwealth • . 

LABOUR DAY PROCESSION 

This Department will once again be taking part in 
the Labour Day procession on March 2, with a float pub:licising 
the fishing industry. Arrangements are in the hands of Mr. A.J. 
Buchanan and Acting Supervising Inspector J.E. Munro. 


