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Refsrring to the publicity campaign being conductad to
increase the demand for psarlshell in the United States, Mr, Ad=rmann
said that ths first rsports wers most sncouraging. It now app=ared
lik=ly that the extensive publicity would offset ths =ffect on the
pearlishell industry of thzs improved quality and greater use of plastic
buttons,

INTERNATTONAL WHALING CONFERENGCE

On Junz 22, the wonfarsnce of ths saventeen-natiorn’
International Whaling ConventiOn will opzn in London, Australia will
be represented by ths Commonw:alth Dirsctor of Fisharies (Mr. F.F.
Anderson)s A pres-convention conferencs of reprasentatives of Norway,
Britain, the Nethsrlands and Japan failsd to agr=2 on the Antarctic
whaling quotas, according to a rzcent pr2ss reporte The Director of
the Japanssz Fishsries Board, Mr, Hidio Okuhara, who actzd as chairman
of ths confzrsnce, emphasissd, howev=r, that it laid th= foundation for
Jater discussions on thz futurs of Antarctic whaling. Japan had bzen
opposad in principls, he stat=d, to the quota system, but had agrsed to
further discussions in the hope that a solution might be resached which
would stabilise whaling opsrations in thes Antarctic,

According to Japanas3 prass reports, their dsisgates
proposad an allocation of quotas on the basis of ths actual catches
“during the past ons or two yzars. This would havs given the Japanese
fla3ts a quote of bztwsen 4,900 and 5,000 whalss. Ths Norwegian
delsgates, on the othzsr hand, suggested .that the quotas should bes baszad
on a five=year avarags catche This would h ave rassultsd in a quota of
4,000 to Japan and 5,000 to Norway. »

Mr, Okuhara said that the Soviet Union would bz invitsd
to attend a furthsr pre=-convention mesting to be held in London,

TRRUPTION OF CATTLE EGRETS

A tzlephonz mzssage on May 11 from Mr, C.E. Gibbs, of

Wannzroo, was ths first advice the Dzpartment received of the re-
appearance of cattle ,grnts in the South-Wsst,. Later it was l=zarnsd
that thz Governmsnt Entomologist, Mr., C.F.H. Jenkins, had obssrved
fourtezsn in a hsrd of cattle in the Wannsroo district during the
previous weseke  Reports of furthar sightings in the metiropolitan area
- . appsarad in th2 press;thanks to advic= from Mr. G.B. Harris, of Midland,
thr22 birds wers obszrved among cattle in Whiteman's quarry yardse.

Other birds were photographzd at Osborné Park and various correspondents
reportzd their presence as far south as Nyablng and Bremer Baye. The
bzlisf that the birds occasionally sesn in the mptropolltan area were the
progsny of cattle egrets introducsd into the Kimb»rlsys in 1933, has been
discarded, It was now thought that their oocasioral appearances are
due to natural migrations and that they ars, at times, quite common in
the Kimberlayse





