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ECOLOGIC.AL SURVEY OF BERNIER AND DORRE ISLANDS 

A noteworthy event will soon take place when a survey 
team, J.ed by the Department's Research Officer, Mr. B.K. Bowen, will 
land on Bernier and Dorre Islands about the ·middle of the month. 
Members of the t eam in addition to Mr. Bowen are -

Dr,. W.D.L. Ride (who will direct the field survey), 
Dr. G.F. Mees, Curator of Birds, and Mr. A.M. Douglas, 
Entomologist, from the Western Australian Musettpi; 
Mr. R.D. Royce, Senior Botanist, Department of Agrioul ture, and 
Mr. H. Briscoe, Department of Zoology, University of W.A. 

This will be the first ecological survey ever carried out 
&t the direction of the Fauna Protection Advisory Committee. It will 
seek to establish the areas essential to the conservation of the Island 
fauna and whether they would suffer by the s etting up of tourist camps 
and other facilities, which certain interests have in mindw 

MARLIN OR SWORDFISH 

Insp ector A.K. Melsom has advised that on April 7, 1959, 
the crew of the fishing boat "Jupiter" caught what was des:oribed as a 
17-foot marlin. The "Jupiter" was op era ting at the time off ths Beagles 

· and the fish was caught in a most unusual manner. A craypot line had 
fouled around its gill covers and in its mouth to form a bridle. It 
is und3rstood that the fish was so l a rge it would not fit into the 
fre ezer of the "Bluefin" until it had baen beheaded,., Its weight was 
r eported to hav9 been 290 lb. headed and gutt,ed, which would mean about 
400 lb. in the roundo Further details of the fish are being sought 
from Poole Bros., who are at pres ent op erating the "Bluefin" on the 
crayfish survey in southern waters. It sounds as though the fish was 
either a black marlin or a swordfish .. · The length/weight ratio seems to 
have been wrong for a marlin. 

INTERNATIONAL WHALING 

Further to the note on page 79 of the previous issue of 
this Bulletin, advice has ? 83n received from the Acting Director, 
Fisheries Division, Department of Primary Industry, Canberra, that Norway 
and the Netherlands have withdr:awn from the International Whaling 
Convention of' 1 946., Their decision was made kno v1m at the meeting of the 


