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The procadurz in futurs will bz that upon application by
any psrson s convictad, ths licensing officar will advise the
applicant that the linist2r's approva® is first nszcsssary, and
that application for the license must be made in writing to the
Dirsctor, At the samz time a comprzhsnsive confidential raport
in rslation to the appiicant's general bzhaviour since his con-
viction should bz forwardesd, as w2ll as any other information
which might assist the Minister in arriving at a just decision.

COMMONWEALTH-STATE CONFERENCE OF FAUNA PROTECTION.

Represzntatives of all Stats fauna authoritizs and of a
number of Commonwealth Dspartmznts conferrsd in Canbsrra on Aug-
ust 5, 6 and 7 at the invitation of tha Conptroller-Gﬁnoral Dep-
artment of Customs and Exciss The conference had bsen ‘callsd
to discuss fauna protzction laws,throughout Australie and the poss-
ibility of making them uniform. Delegatss also had to consider
the general quastion of szxports of native birds and mammals.

It was agrzed that the introduction of common policiss on
protection and presservation of fauna was not practicable on account
of the different conditions sxp=risncad in =ach State,. Genzral
agrzement was rsachzd, hownv,;, on interstate and overseas sxport
proczdure. Thz naw ruiss should closz lcopholes in the permit
system. It was also agrsed to axtend invitations to the Common-
.wzalth Dzpartments of Customs and of the Interior to attend future
bi-ennial interstats confersnces.

WHAIEVG.

Tha hunpback whaling sczascn finished at Albany on August
22 and at Carnarvon on Ssptember 21, with a tota‘ taks of 700
humpback whalss, 12 blue whalss, 1 fin whals and 1 spsrm whale.
- While the Nor!'Wsst Whaling Co. had a poor s=2ason, ths Cheynes
_Beach concern racordad.its best take since the company onnm“ncﬁd
operations.

The production table is sa2t out on page 133. A compari-
- son with other years shows that production, and the average langth
of whalss taksn, havas both d=ciin=d, A dscreas=z is also rzcordzd
in the ratio of malzs to females (aptured.

The Chqynp Beach Whaling Co, rp—commanCQd whaling on sperms
on Szptember 7. ° The taks to Saptember 30 was 58 whales, Prov-
ided sperms ra2mein plentiful, thz company intends to opsrate until
Deczmber 1.



HUMPBACK WHALING 1959,

(551)

; | AVERAGE
. WHALES TAKEN ; il e PRODUCTION
STATION ; e ]
TOT- | o%‘ e
MALE MATES T R ¢ : , | MEAL SOL~-
MALTS |FEMALES |~ 7| 7+ MALES |y ppe " pm | Pm | LAl g
‘ Loy TOTAL | oo (WHALE |
1 . TOTAL 1 FOOT |
i Peet.| feat. barrels% barrelé i tons tons
Carnarvon | 256 | 285 [541 | 47.32 | 37.721'39.70| 24640} 144.88] 1,1y | 1586 11
ahedl (@ (&) @} (@ | ()
% 3 J " 3 ?.
mvany  § 75 1 &y (159 | 47.17138.71 | 40.4h| 8.2 19.961 1.23 | 37 -
2 (b) (®) | () | (b)
Z . ? i ] % -%-
| TOTALS {331 { 369 ;700 | L47.2937.9% 39.87! 32.884| 146.06! 1.16! 1916 © £ a5
i ; ; ; i () % F(e) i 7{e) L)
: : ; S 5 t ¥

" 6 i i ]
(C) " 12 " ] 1 fin i LU | S "
Notz: 5.999 barrsls = 1 ton.

Eag includes 6 blue whalss, 1 fin whale and 1 sperm whale.
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The disappointing season expsrisnczd by the Nor'West Whaling
Co. was referred to by the Company's dzputy chairman, Mr. G. M. Bunn-
ing, at its annual me2eting in Parth on Ssptembesr 26. Mr. Bunning
report=d that the catch was the equivalent of just over 550 humpback
whales, little more than half the quota., Mr, Bunning said that
the reduc=d catch sugg=stzd that thz stock of humpbacks off our
coast might be diminishing. It was understood, hs said, that
this was the personal visw of somz officers of the Fishzries Div-
ision, C.S¢I.Re0. 1r. Bunning maintained, howsver, that the only
definits evidence avgilable suggestzd that seasonal conditions,
rather than a dzcreass in the population, could havs bssn the reason
for the abnormally low number of whalss taksn, The directors of
the Company express their confidence in a return to normal conditions
next season, . They thought this year's opsrations could not bes con-
sider=ad as a guidz to the industry's future. The chairman was re-
ported as saying that the diractors had always been conscious of
the hazards attached to the industry, and had made evary =ffort dur-
ing the company's ten yzars of sxistence to bring operations to ths
highest efficizsncy.



