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Th-=; procc,dur3 in future · wili_ be that upon appJ.ication by 
any person s c, convict':ld, the lic3nsing ,-:,fficar will advise the 
applicant that the lviinist3r1 s approvaI is first n ecassary, and 
that application for ths license must be mad e in writing to the 
Director,. At th_e same time a: comp:r ehensive confidential r ::port 
in r e:Lation t o the app:ticant I s gan -eral behaviour since his con­
viction sh01Lld b e forwarded, as we:!.l as any other information 
which might assist the Minister in arriving at a just decision. 

. . . ' . . . . . ~ . . . . 

COMMOMIBALTH-STATE CONFERENCE OF FAlJIITA PROTECTION. 

Repr esent atives of al1 Statefauna authorities and of a 
number of Commonvrnalth Departments conferred in Canberra on Aug­
ust 5, 6 and 7 at the inv:i,tation of the Comptro11er-G 3neral, Dep-
artm8nt of Customs and Excis 8. The conf-erence l1ad been 'call'=ld 
to discuss fauna prot9ction laws . throughout Australia and the poss-
ibility of maldng them uni.form. Delegat es also had to consider 
the g2neral qu3stion of exports of native birds and mammals. 

It was agr2-ed that the introduction of common policiss on 
protection and preservation of f auna was not practicable on account 
of the different conditions exp·3ri enc ed in each State . Gem,ral 
agr1;;ement was rea ch:1d, _ hovrnvar, on intarstate and overseas export 
procedure. Th8 new rules should . c]_ps .3 loopholes in the permit 
system. It · was also agraed t o 9x_tend invitations to the Cornrnon-
w-3al th Dapartments of Customs and of the Interior t o att8nd future 
bi-ennial interstate confer:inces. 

Th,~ humpback wha~ing s eason finished at Albany on August 
22 and at Carnarvon on S9ptember 21 , · with a tota:l. taka of 700 
humpbacic whales, i2 lilue whales, l fin whaJ.3 and l sperm whale. 

· While the Nor 1Wast WhaJ.ing Co. had a poor s :;:ason, the Cheyn es 
• Beach concern r 3corcl -=id .its best take since th8 company commenced 
operations. 

The production table is set out on page 133. A compari­
son with other years shows tha·t production, and the average l ength 
of wha1es taken, have both d 3c:;_in<:Jd. A decreas 9 is also r0cord2-d 
in th3 ratio of mal 3s to females captured. 

The Cheyne Beach Whaling Co. re""'.comm.:mced whaling on sperms 
on S:iptemb er 7. · Th e take t o S8pternber 30 was 58 whales. Prov-
ided sperms r~main plentiful, the company intends to operate until 
Dec ember l. 
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Tha disappointing season expari8ncad by tha Nor·1West Vlhaling 
Co. was referred to by the Company's d::;puty chairman, Mr. G. M. Bunn-
ing, at its annual m·,rnting in P 9rth on S8ptemb er 26. Mr. Bunning 
report3d that the catch was the equivalent of just over 550 humpback 
whales, Ji ttl8 more than half' the quota. Mr. Bunn:ing said that 
the reduced catch sugg9sted that the stock of humpbacks off our 
coast might be diminishing. It was understood, h8 said, that 
this was the personal view of some officers of the Fisheries Div-
ision, C.S.I.R.O. JVir. Bunning maintain8d, howaver, that the only 
definite evidence available suggest ?-d that seasonal conditions, 
rather than :a dacreas ,8 in the population, could have · b een the reason 
for the abnormaJ.ly :low numb er of ·whales t _aken. The directors of 
the Company express their confidence in a return to normal conditions 
next · season. They thought this y ear's operations could not b e con-
sidered as a guid3 to the industry's future. The chairman was re-
ported as sayini; that the d±r3ctors ho.d always been conscious of 
the hazards attach;3d t o the industry, and had made ev3ry effort dur­
ing the company's ten y3ars of -::;xistencG t o bring operations t o the 
highest efficiency. 

KURI BAY PEARLS PRAISED. 

VVhiie he was in this State), tha Prasident of the Nippon 
Pee.rl Co. Ltd., b[r. T. Kurib.ayshi, visited the pearl culture centre 
at Kuri Bay. H3 later oa1led or; ths Minister for Fisheries, Mr. 
Hutchinson. Mr. Kuribayshi 1 s 01:mpany is associat3d with Pearls 
Pty. Ltd. in the pearl cultur9 vcmture north of Derby. Comment-
ing on the first ·hnrvest of cultures, he said that some of the pearls 
wou~d be val u3d at about £2,000 ea ch, and that on the whole they 
were bigger and bettsr than thos'3 producad from Akoya Ehel l in 
Japan. He s aid that the company. now had forty Japanese operat-
iv3s working at Kuri Bay. 

APPEA.1 FAILS. 

Im appea:~ by John Albert PelJ_ against his conviction of 
having consignsd undersize crayfish was disaJ.1ow3d by the Supreme 
Court rec.ently. A J_ic9ns::1d fis h':!r ma.n of 1anc3lin, Mr. Pe:tl had 
b 3en finsd £5o in tl:. 3 Police Court. 

PEARLSHELL PROMOTION CAMPAIGN. 

Advice was receiv '3d. :?_ast month that the Government of Queens­
land had decided to contribute £4,000 to the cost of the promotion 
campaign. This amount wi:1.1 be paid by the Island Industries Board, 
Thursday Is:Land, to th9 Commonwealth Department of Trade as Queens-


