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ANNUAL INSPECTORS' CONFERENCE. 

In the S3ptember issu3 of this Bu11etin, on pages 125 
and 12_6, we publish.3d a brief suIDiilary of the proceedings on the 
opening day of th,:; 16th Annua1 Conf'arence of Inspsctors. Here
under is a sumnary of the reports and discussions of the two 
fina1 days of the c onferanca. 

Fauna Section. 

Fauna Ward-en S. W. Bowl3r outlined the patrols he had 
undertaken during the year in tho South-West, Great Southern, 
Midlands, and Kimberley districts. Ha also reported highlights 
of tours of inspection of some of the islands of the Recherche 
Archipelago and when in company with the Fauna Protection Advisory 
Committ3e on its t our through the Great Southern, Esperance, Duke 
of Orhans Be..y a nd Kalgo0rlie Gold.:I'hlds districts. 

Reviewing the increase in policing activities brought 
about by the inception of the cag8 bird and. pet food trades, Mr. 
Bowler said that th3 number of l ic enses issu3d had increased 
markedly compar.sd with the previous tw8lve months. This ref-
arred partictil.arly to bird trappers and dea:.ers' axport and i□-
port lic,mses. Mr. Bowler f orecast that in the foreseeabl·e 
future it would be n3cassary to introduc.J J.imits on the number 
of fincl1;s that might bB taken by any trapp ar and to restrict 
the numbsr of trapp'ffS who might opsrat e . H-3 considered that 
the presr:;nt. open s3ason for kangaroos had enabJ.ed mass dEBtruc-
tion methods to be adopt8d. This had r .3duc::Jd the numbers of 
the&e animals in some districts to such low proportions that he 
thought it would b~ many years b =;fore th8y wouJ.d become e. nuisa.nce 
again. Before concluding his report, 1Ir. Bowler dao.l t with tha 
numbGr of his miscelJ.ana0us dutiBs including co-operation of Hon
orary' Ward~ns, bird banding activities and th3 nursing of giant 
petrels b:Lmvn as_hor.3 during winter gales. 

The Fauna Prot::;ction officer, Mr. Shugg briefl y ex-
plained the administrati0n of the Fauna Prot3ction Act. He 
pointed out that in addition to the policing activiti3s generalJ,y 
cover:;d by the Fauna Warden, the Depa rtment was charged with en
suring that ,a11 possible st3ps b:; taken to conserve and presar-.re 
ssctions of our nativ3 fauna for economic, a esthetic and scientific 
purposes. H8 pointed out that it was gen erally acc8pted these 
days that on:~y preso,rvation of the habitat, and its maintainance 
in n9ar-na tural condition, cou:~d ::ms ure th::: survival of the species. 
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An activ3 policy in 3stab}ishing sanctuari,Js was being pros?-cut ,Jd, 
and at pr,3s,mt a total of 85 such ar3as conprising 2¾ million acres 
were so set aside. After out1ining some of the steps necessary in 
tha management and control of sanctuariBs, a s-3ries of coloured 
slidas of DaI,:i 1 s G0rg3 in the Ha□ern~.ey Rang::::s was shovm. 

Insp0ctian S3ction. 

8l._ajyr:-Jns~_et9£.J.bb- Ei;w.H1t said that he) was glad to 
report th8 "C cupati011 of the new Psrth district offic2 and boat
shad at E:L:lam Str~8t, Victoria Park. Th3 off'ices were occupL}d 
in Nover:ibGr, and subs0qu:mt:,1.y a jetty a nd ramp for the care of the 
Departm,::mt' s small craft had been complst8d. It was a building 
of which the Dspartnent couJ.,d be truJ.y proud. 

Como r:mting on his patrol activities, Mr. Munro .drew 
att::mtion to the increased crayfish production brought about 
by the augmentsd number cf m:m and boats in tha industry, and 
said that the conssrvation and prcrbction of the crayfishing 
grounds was becc'r;iing progressiv0ly mor8 ne c :,ssary and more diff
icu.1.t. In the Rockingham-Long Point ar:ia, wh8re his activities 
at the b eginning of th0 y<Jar had b0en 1,1ain1y centr2d, a ccnsid
erabl3 traffic in undersize crayfish was discovered, and a con
stant watch of hoth amat:sur and professicna~. fisharmen had become 
necessary. Later patrols had b sen carri()d out on the north.arn 
beaches at Lance:·.in, L8dgs;1 Point and Cape Lesch,=mault. Ha said 
that he regarded the il:L)gal traffic in th9 Ledge Point area to 
be sufficiently s3rious to warrant th,3 appointment of a f'u:.'.1-tima 
patro1. 

Corn:t~mting upon developments in the industry, Mr. Munro 
ref3rr8d to the introduction of wire netting ccv3r;:,d mild steel 
fram?.d craypots, which had proved their efficacy._ ~ He said that 
there was ev:3ry possibility of the w:c;ll-known :fish 1:i0rchants, Messrs. 
Kail is Bro s., cmtering the proc:.,ssing field in the coming s ,eason. 
Ho understood that this firm had mad,:=, arrangements to bey from 
:fishernan in th,e Yanchep-Two Rocks area and further afield. HJ 
thought tl'B crayfish wc1 u1d b-3 processed at a West Perth site. 
Mr. Ivlunrc- said that the prss ,mt trend of cl8partrn.ental stores, 
butchers 2.ncl sup3rr.1arkets t o hc,ndle process3d fish, we.s causing a 
changG in the distri1rntion pattern. Fish hawhirs who had once 
operat8d in r;iost suburbs had a1mst disappearad, e.nd fish shops 
W'3r8 f'3oling the pinch of c0mp,3ti ticn. They s 3 em ::;d to havs no 
idea of countering the inroads oad3 in their field by their new 
cocipatitors. R 01f ::rring to his g-,meral activities, Mr. Munro ra-
grett-,,d that no schoo:;_s of any duration h2,d been h eld. 



Senior Inspecto~ A. K. M~lsnm r?-pbrting on activiti3s 
in the Fre;antl,3district, said that '6IB profassional fish8rnen 1 s 
licens es, 24-5 arnataur net fish2rm~m• s 1ic0ns2s and 288 fishing-
boat lic3ns3s, had b:')311 issu:Jd in 1958. Th ,::i valu2 of the fla Bt 
now exc e"'"d ~d .£1,000,000, inc1udine; the vaJ.ue of two new freez ar 
boats, the Zora and the Liza, each valued at about £15,000. This, 
he s aid, brnucht tha total nur.1.ber of fr '3e zsr boats op arating out 
of Fr 9mantle to 22. In addition, Connrnwealth fishing-boat and 
fishermen's licanses t o the val u e o;f' £316 wer:: issued. Mr. Malsom 
said -that a short lmt shaT']_J white crayfish s eason had resulted in 
the production of 0var L~ mi ~.lion lb in the FreBantle district. 
More than half this am0.llnt had b e-:m 2.anc1 sd at the fish market 
j ::tty and the br30.kwat3r .:1_anding . The hJrring seas•"n had op ,m ed 
we:C.1 and good catche s 'H?-re taken during tha first weak in May. 
The price quickly dropp ::,d frora 8d. to l+d • . lb, h0wev ,3r, and fish sr
m:m stopp ed fishing. 

Insu ector R~_M . Cravd'ord reported tha t 330 professional 
fish-errnen' s 1icens ,as and 322 fishin6 boat l icens 3s harJ. b 3 811 issued 
in the Geraldton district. Includ.ed in the 1att3r were several 
new large bciats which had b e 3n arJ.dsd. to tha f'l ;:,et. During the 
12 months, h ~, said, 7 fishing boats ·had b een lost ·but fortunately 
no J.0ss of :life had occurred.. He valu::)a the GeraJ.dton fishing 
fle et at £..4-00 ,ooo. Revenue from J.icenses ws,13 £1, 731. 

The ~L958 crayfishing s eason in the Gera: dton-Abrc lhos 
area had bc;en n, record and the G8raldt---in Fish3rmen 1 s Co-operative, 
he said, was doing exc8pti01:aJ_1y wc;:J 1 with ,:,v ,3r 60~G of the fisher-
men being shareholders. A:.Lthough the pric3 of crayfish dropped 
from 2/7 t o 2/4 the Co-op::;r2.tive 1 s turnover was £267,000. The 
c"'- op. had insta2.l ed :four new cookers and 3mployed 110 proc3ssors 
at the p-:iak of th8 s eas on. 'I'he en-op erative was now exploring 
the market in the U.S. f or vrhol,3 cook3d crayfish. 

Mr. Crawford also comm"Jnted on the fauna in tha Gerald
ton district, J.isting th8 species which were cor.imonly seen and 
describinc their relativ,o abundance. In conclurJ.ing his report, 
he said tha t the district had expand j d t c• the point wher:J it was 
impossibl e for nne insp ector to adrninist ,-=;r :it prop3rly. He. point-
ed 0ut that with 400 fishermen and over 200 bo2.ts to sup ,3rvise, 
and 200 mi7 .. 8s of era.st t o patr0 1 it was t00 much for one senior 
ins,ie ctor a nd one junior i;sp 8ctor. He r3cnrnr.1end~rJ. that a further 
s::mior r ::Jsident inspector be appoinbd. 
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InsE. ::ct~r: N. E. MacLaugb~ ad vis sd that 4-7 boa ts and 34-
fishermen were lic8nsed in J.958 in tln Shark Bay district. TlBse 
men produc ,s:d 91,.7,000 lb. of :fish, while visiting :fishermen took 
84-0,000 J.b from Shark Bay waters. The principal speci9s caught 
were snapper, muJ.~~2t and whiting. Crayfish tota~~ling 126,533 J.b. 
had also been t ak8n in the comparatively new grounds. H2 said that 
ther c) hacl been no d0p1,~tion in fish stocks, al though the catch was 
a li ttl-3 less than in th s: previous year. He attributed the dscline 
to th::, marketing situation, and point,9d out that wh::,re only one 
frsez:er :was r:::ally n3c:,ssary, four wer2 o.ctua~'.1y op8rating, ea.oh 
with their own transport. The six small crc,yfish boats wcrking 
from South Passag::, in the period January-August had tak9n their 
catches to a processing plant at Denham, and 8 :freezer boats had 
also. fish3d. the grounds during the year. Catches were g anera1ly 
poor, which forced the sma1ler boats to move out an:d consequently 
the processing factory c]osed down. 

Concludin[s his report, ivir. McLaughlan described high
lights of his visit to th2 eastern States on long service leave. 
In addition to ca:~:1.ing at the :B'isl-u~ries Departments of all StatGs 
(with the exception nf S(rnth A us trr.lia) and at the Cmnmonw2al th 
Fish2ries 0ffic::,, Canb8rra, Mr. Mc1augh..1an aJ.so visit3d Bunda-
berg, Qu::;ensland, . whsre h -3 :Looked at th ,~ prawn and s oa:i.lop fisheries, 
the C.S.I.R.0. laboratori3s a t Cronu1.la, the oyster beds in the 
Hawb,sbury and G2org9 1 s Rivers, the trout hatchery at Jindabyn·3 
in the Snowy Mountains area, and aiso th ,3 fish cannery at Eds:n, 
N.s.w. 

In~tor T. B. Baines, of Bunbury, r .3port3d that 68 fish
ing-boat lic::mses and 80 professional fisherL1i.m1 s licens::::s had bean 
issus:d in the Bunbury district in 1958. Fishermen tlnre had en-
joyed a profitable year. Good hauJ.s of trevally (skip jack), tail8r 
and buffalo bream had b.:::en made. The 1958-59 season had a2.so been 
a good one for crabs, and cobbler had b:cJ3n p:~sntiful in June, July 
and August, he said. Buffalo bream had been sold as crayfish bait 
for 6d. lb., 0-nd cobbler h;:;ads hc,d ones again b ':cen B,1 sy to quit as 
crayfish bait. Mr. Baines advissd that ye '.'_low-eye :r:rnJ.let he.d also 
b -Jen p13ntiful in the estuary. Patrols concerned v;ith the prot3c
tion 0f' marrcn had lJeen carrisd out, h'3 said, at the Wellington and 
Stirling dams. Thes 3 cruste,ceans clid not app 3ar to have been pJ,mt-
ifuJ. at either p i ac,3. 

Commanting on the fc.una of the district, Mr. Baines rnen
tiorn,d the more common sp2cies, and said that th8 wild duck op8n 
season had got away to a bad start, as h'JO.v.f ro.ins inland h~d attra~t-
ed the ducks o.way from the coast. They did not return until late in 
the seasnn. Kang:1roos appear3d. to bs p:1.. cmtifuJ. in the Augusta-
Margaret River area. 
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In,.,eJ2 :actor B. A. C9-rmicha?l daalt :first with th,:) whaJ.ing 
season sxperi,:mced by the Cheynes Beach Whaling Co. The 1958 
humpback s sas ' n had again b ·een very disappo·inting, even more s o 
than in the previous year, Mr. Carmichael said. Only 82 hump
backs Here taken, 20 :1.ess than in 1957, so tl:at bar9ly more than 
half' the quota o:f 120 had b a ,911 secured. The company had exp:irien-
c:ed a S-3ria s of unf'ortunat e _incid.ents culminating in the chasar 
Kos VII :..osing its propeller whi1st . enga6"'d in hunting operatirms. 
Captain Hughe s had the r.iisfortune to faJ.J. and b reak an nrm while 
in charge of the chas:;;r 11 Cheynas 11 • Mr. Carmicha9l advis ed that 
only f our pr,3gnant humpback covrn he.d b9en taken cluring the seascm, 
comp ar =;d with li.1- in the pr-avie: us y aar. · He said that pregnant 
cows were usual ly the :2.a st to p ass through Albany wat~rs during 
th':l run, and h 3 th0ught it a pity their condition c0uld not be 
recognised. 

Dealing with sperm whaling, Mr. Carmichael r3ported that 
209 sperms had been taken in th:J s ;.:ason :from AprL. 10 t o December 
16. During June, July and August, tha chasers had concantrat 3d 
on humpbacks s o that in 8f'f act th-3 spern sea son coverGd only six 
months of the year. In December, ths price of sp .3rm oil dropped 
t c_ an uneconomic pric9 and the compaey suspend3d operations. 

Speakine; of fish production,. Mr. Carmichasl advised that 
the salmon catch had shown an increase over that of the previous · 
year, but tommy r 0ughs (sea herring) rod d ecreased by about 87,000 
lb. He suggest ,,d that this could have be,m du3 t o the cannery 
taking on.1y a J.imit .3d. quantity, a s the cann9d and fillat8d product 
did not se:;m to s eJ.1 as w9 _! _l as salmon. He al so describ9d his 
patrols, and fishing conditions along the coast to Broke Inlet in 
the west, whsre production clacr eas ad in 1958, and to Esp '3rance in 
the east. He also made reference to the apparently increased 
numbers of' gray kangaroos appearing in thB district and to his 
bird observations. Th -:, s3 included sightin6s of band':ld giant 
petrels and quail. Only one petrsl in the white phase had been 
saen, he said. 

Assistant Inspect9r H. D. _Kavanagh described his work 
in the patrol vessels asilver Gull" and "Misty Isi e", and some 
of his experiences at Rottnest Island and Houtman1 s Abrolhos 
areas. He r 3f'erred to the inspections necessary to en~ure that 
regulations relating to the setting of pots, c1osed waters and 
the taking of crayfish were enforced. 

He also commented on the dumping of' lJ+O bags of' dead 
crayfish by "Miss Phoenix" during the white crayfish run in Dec
ember. Although processers and crews had worked until 5 in 
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the morning, it had not b3en pcssibla to cop0 with th3 catches 
brought in by the catcher boats. In an 3ffort tc, av0id further 
wastage, a voluntary limit was set on the number of bags that a 
catch ar boat could bring in for processing. This resuJ.ted in 
some of the catch3r boats having t o 1eav,3 half their pots unpu..11:,d, 
but they continu3d to bring in more than their quota, hoping to have 
it processed. Consequ0ntly, some 40,000 J~. of legal size cray-
fish had b9911 dumi::ed in a p eriod of f our days. Tlne white cray
fish, ho said had "run" for approximately f ourteen days. 

Insnector E. I. Fo~ deliver:Jd a complementary 
report on patrols aboard the "Misty IsJ.e 11 and later as skippar 
of tha "Silv er GuJ.1 11

• Mr. Forstar also r aported on a new develop-
m8nt in the Fremantla fishery, viz., the trawling of squid and 
cuttlefish in the waters of Cockburn Sound. 

Mr. J. E. Bramley, Supervising Insp9ctor, outlined the 
material he wouJ_d like to see included in reports and diari3s, 
and the manner in which they should be submitted. He a~so call:=Jd 
for additional information from inspectors of their observations 
of fish and fauna occurrences, and the names of fisherm8n worldng 
in areas pa troll.:Jd and the gear they used. He said it was im
portant that when r Bporting br9aches, the Cr0wn Law Department's 
form of brief be completed in detail. The surname and full 
ohristian names of every person appreh,Jrded, and th,3ir home address 
(not their worlci..ng address) should be ascertained and reported. 
'.I.'his, he pointed out, would sav3 the Department time and make it 
easier for the Police Department to serv8 summonses. Mr. BranLl.ey 
also drew att-3ntion to the nec::issi ty f0r r'3porting any malpractices 
observ8d, so that a direction could be giv~m on action to be taken. 

H3 ask3cl District Inspectors to ,3nsure that the boundaries 
of closed wat<Jrs wera clearly marked, and ca1lad on crews of patrol 
boats to assist District Inspectors at all times. It was a patrol 
boat's function to assist th8 administration cf the district in 
which it was working, particularly in regard to such matters as 
the collection of fishermen's returns and reporting the names of 
beats and the men fishing in th-:i areas they patrc:-1.lsd. 

Pearling. 

Pear1ing Inspector R. J. Baird advised that the 1958 
season had end.ed with the take of psar1shell 288 tons lass than 
that of the previous year. Three hund.red and ninety-four pearl 
fishers wer~ sngag3d in the industry, he said, 16 being European, 
38 full blood nativos, 11 halfcasts, 115 Japanese, and 2JJ+ Indo-
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nesians, Malays and Chinese . Only 14 professional fisherraen' s 
licenses had been issued during the year, and poor fishing had 
been experienc2d. He attributed this to the hot weather ex
p3rienced and the higher water temperatures which pr8vented fish 
from penetrating into Roebuck Bay. Indeed, the fish were so 
scarce that the • fisher□en were forced to give up fishing. Re
ferring to the Pearls Pty. Ltd's pearl culturing v;;mture at Kuri 
Bay, Mr. Baird report0d that the first harvest had been success
ful and culture p-earls of fine quality had been racovered. He 
said that while no definite valuation of the Australian cultured 
pearl had been decided, it was thought that the price for a top 
grade cultured pearl would be about one-third of the value of a 
good natural pearl. The Kuri Bay product was superior to the 
Japanese and was a lot larger - the Australian cultured pearl 
ranging in size from 50-90 grains, whereas the best Japanese 
pear]_ was about 4.0 grains. 

Referring to the fauna patrol carried out during Aug
ust and S•3ptember with Warden S .W. Bowler, iVir. Baird said it had 
been a very interesting experience and a good deal of information 
had been obtained about the fauna of the Kimberley region. Un
fortunat ely, he added, one of his strongest impressions was the 
"don' t care" attitude of the raajori ty of station owners towards 
the fauna, and their lack of hospitality. Mr. Baird concluded 
his address with the showing of selected slides on tha pearling 
and pearl culture industries. 

Research Section. 

Mr. B. K. Bowen, Research officer, summarised the 
research projects his section had in hand. TlBse Vffffe the set
net experi□ents being ca:i:·ried out in Mandurah watars, fertilisation 
of f arm dams and limnological studies thereon, fertility and mor
tality rates in the trout hatcheries at Pemberton, and prawn and 
scallop t esting at Exmouth Gulf and Shark Bay. 

He then briefly describad an ecological survey of 
Bernier and Dorre Islands, the first cf its kind carri 3d out 
under th.3 auspices of the Department. Tha survey, he said, had 
been undertaken to give the Fauna Protection Advisory Comr:ri.ttee 
inf'ormation on the needs of the fauna of the island, so that it 
could make recoilll!lendations to the Minister in respect of an app
lication t o lease parts of the islands for tourist purposes. Mr. 
Bowen 13d the survey party, other members of which were Dr. W. D. 
L. Ride, Dir3ctor, Dr. G. F. Mees, Curator of Birds, and Mr. A. 
M. Douglas, Entomologist, of the W.A. Mus<:mm; Mr. R. D. Royce, 
Senior Botanist, Department of Agriculture; and Hr. H. Tindale-
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Bisco.3, Department of Zoology, University of W.A. The party was 
landed first on Dorre Island, and later on Bernier Island, having 
b een transport ,3d from CarnarV!"'ll 0n the r esearch vessel "Lancslin" 
under the c or;ITT1and. of Assisi;ant Inspector D. Wri ght , with Insp ector 
N.E. MacLaughlan as saiiing mast3r and .Mr. C.R.C. Hdnes as mate. 
Mr. Bowen went on to show slides to illustrate the flora and fauna 
of the isla nd, spGcimens of which proved to b-a most int3resting, in-
cluding some species be2.ieved to be new tn scienc 3. He · said that 
a coo.plsta report we.s b-3ing pr :-:;pa red ani:l wou:Ld be published in due 
course. 

Capta in H.C.W. Piesse outiin8d r.v. "Lancelin1 s" activit
i es in prawn and scallop surveys of the waters of the neare:r:- North
west, and Technical officer R. J. McKay showed slides and de.scribed 
the activities of commercial trawJ.ers _on the prawning grounds. 

Technical officer L. G. Snith sunLiaris~d th ,J results of 
his year's activities in bream taGging, the set-net experiments at 
Mandurah and trout transport and liberation. 

Ts chnical officer J. S. Simoson outl.ihed th9 survey work 
on farm dams. 

Whaling. 

Assistant Insp:,ctor D. Wright de~cribed operations at 
the Nor'West Whaling Co~s station at Babbage Island, Carnarvon, 
in 19580 Ths s eason was in full swing by July 7, .h e said, with 
catchss o:f fro□ 7 to 19 whal:::s a d.:1y. The best day's catch was 
20 on July 10, and tha best wzekly catc~1 was 120 for the week 
snd8d July 10. . The whales wer8· all -in goqd . 'condition, the blubber 
being up to 8" in thickness. Smaller ·whal 'es ' approximately 35-38ft 
in length were found to .be pl,mtiful in . the Shark Bay area, and 
their blul,ber and meat pi~ov3d to be in exce:!..lent condition. In 
mid"'.'"August Mr. Wright continued, the daily catches became smaller, 
and althou~h blubber measureraents were about the same, the quality 
deteriora t3d, becoming mor3 fibrous. By the beginning of Sept
ember, th3 catches of larger whales had -dropped off, the catcher 
boats rep r: rting numb ers of .cows with c2.lves, .and sma:U whales of 
about 36 feet. By Octob 3r 1 the weekly catch was v -ery poor and 
a lar,g'e number of the Statiori' s staff was disraissed. By October 
19, o~ly an odd cow and calf were sighted, ~nd the season officially 
closed on October 21. 
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In the total c.s.tch wore a blue VJhale and 3 bryde whales. 
~en the first of tha latter was brought in by the oatcher '"Manilya", 
it was thought to be a s3i or :mink'9 whale. Measur'3n,ents were made 
of the fins, j:1w, 1Jaleen, ovaries, and ear plugs, and sampl3s of the 
stomach contants were taken and sent to c.s.r.R.O. h-eadquarters at 
Cronulla., Th9r8 they were positively identif'ied as bryde whales. 
They were grey in colour and cigar shap3d, with short flippers 
and thick t ough ba:!.eon, dark in colour with fr-,ry coarse hairs. 
Mr. Wright s c.id that in th·J first two, fish were paclc,d tightly 
in the throat and baJ.een. Th '; S8 were quite fr esh. 

Dealing with the · station's tr.3atn:ant plant, Mr. Wright 
reported that the special equipnent d ") signed to treat whale blood 
to add more prot8in t o the meal had been continua:::!..ly bloclrnd by 
rubbish, e.g., bagging, pieces of baJ.een, shrapnel and bon3 from 
the deck. Th3s =: had caussd overflow in the blood drains and 
trilatment ;0ms abandon:~d. Sev3n whale □arks had been r -:l~Overed, 
four o:f them b-:,ing o:f Russian origin. Inforr:1t1.tion subsequently 
received r,'3v-ealed that the latter had b Ben fired into v,hales about 
2;000 ·mil9s south-west o:f Fr~oant19 whil-3 the other three marks 
had been fir .3d from th•e "Yvarr-een11 and 11 Lancelin11 • 

Anothar interesting point mentioned by Mr. Wright vms 
the occurrence o:f giant petr8ls in the a rea , including a banded 
bird in the white phase. The catching of large quantities of 
r.mllet by fishing lin.3 with congeaJ.ed blood as bait, and the appear
ance of sevaral dugongs f ':)eding int h:, shallows off the station 
j9tt:¼ VJere other i tams of interest. II8 said. that a cow and a calf 
were often observ9d arr- und the end cf the s eason near the catwalk 
of the jetty, and appeared not in the J3ast afraid of swir,1m-sirs, 
some man getting close '.:mough to touch the cow. r.1r. Wright con-
clud-:Jd his report with a conprehensive list of the avi:fauna and 
complete details of hunting and production statistics. Firtally, 
he showed a S3l·3Ction of coloured slidas. 

General Business. 

Araong the many items of general business discussed, the 
following I:1B.Y be considered to be of particular moment:-

I~~tor N. E._M_a..9Laughlf::._~ requested that fish traps 
be bann0d in the waters of Shark Bay. Ifa said he was not con
cerned with the use of traps in waters outside · the Bay, but only 
within the Bay itself' where snapper were localised. He thought 
it woL·ld not take long :for them to be trapped out. He o.lso pointed.rut 
th.:i.t sno.pP, .,r finhing was a yery popular 9port with.anglers, whose 
sport coti1d 03 compl.etely ruinea.. The Director send fi3 wouJ.g. arr-
ange :for the "Lan9elin" to investigate the effects o:f using fish 
traps and the taking of snapper. 



S:mior J;~ector J. E. Munro r":lq_ues-\:;3cl tlrnt a patrol 
boat be station..:::d at Ledge Point where, he said, soma fisherm,m 
were operating :hri -c1os9 season and apparantly wer'3 deterrn.in :;d to 
·defy the Department. Th,3 Dinct0r rsfus 2d the request, as it 
was consider<.:Jd bett8r us e could be made of the availab:Le ·staff 
by the f0rmation of n flying squad. A sugg'3stion by the Fauna 
Ward,'3n (Mr. Bowler) tha:t a p -::irman;;nt station be establish3d at 
Lancelin Island was r3fus 9d for the saDG reason. 

The Research Officer (i::Ir. Bowen) r ,3qu3sted that the 
Fisheries regulations be r 9printed to enabl=; meubers of the 
staff and EleT!lb ·3rs of the pubJ.ic t o c-bto,in copies. He also suggested. 
that the annual inspector's conference be held at a set time each 
year. Th 3 Dir"ctor said h3 would review the regulations cm his 
r0turn from annual ~l3 ave. After soL1e discussion it was agreed 
that future ccmf,Jrsnces be held in the spring. 

S s:mi~:Jctor J. E. Munro, suppcrt 3d by _lEspector 
J. Traynor, requesbd that p'3nal ti :1s for br8ach3s of tha Fisheries 
Act be in.cr<:Jas sd. 'rhe DirJctor advis3d that he had discussed 
this matter v,ith the Minist2r who had indicated that ha would 
prefar to •introa.uc9 aoanding legislation for this purpos e only 
in conjunction with other important ar;vmdnants. 

Conclusion. 

Before closing the conference, the Director outlined 
··· possible anq. desiral;ile djvelopnents in the industry. It was 

proposed at Gerc1.iclton to establish a fishermen's c omtr8, in-
cluding a )imlti-cradJ.e slip, a n 3w j,3ti,-y and a landing of some 
sort. A road was also r3q_uir od with parking facilitias. At 
Fremantle, where harbmir fr-:.cili ties for fishing craft vnre admittedly 
tha worst on the coast, th 3re was a big sch3□e in hand to enlarge the 
fishing boat harbour. It was :planned to provide a .shelta_red area 
of, some 76 acres.-

The Dir 3ctor ask: 0,d that all mambBrs of the staff put 
forward any suggestions they mi ght have for th8 improver.1ent of the 
industry and the adr;d.nistration of the D :1partoent. He referred 
to the growth of the Departl'.lent in r?.cent years · andth8 fine spirit 
which he sa:j..d had always permeated the staff and which, lie was sure, 
would contin1:1.e as all appeared to hav3 a desire to see the in
dw;;try grovv and prosper. 
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He thank3d all officers for the great support he had 
r eceived in the past'! He said that the staff should not take it 
as .a personal af'froi1t if all their $Uggestions and r ecommendations 
were .not carri8d into effecto He himself' was in the same situation 
at times. The Minist~r did not always accept his recommendations, 
as was his privil3ge, but he ( the Director) lost no. sleep over it. 
What o.ust be appreciated was that the Director was sometimes in a 
bettl$r position to see all sides of a q_uestion than individual 
members of the staff. That should not, however, stop the staff 
from presenting their point of view at all times~ 

DEVELOPMENT OF u.s.s.R. TUNA INDUSTRY. 

In a recent article .A. V • Mikheev, a member of the Fisheries 
Division of the _U,.S.S.R. · State Planning Authority, discusses the 
development of a tuna fishing industry for the u.s.s.R. Mr~ Mikheev 
points out that ·.in order to create _ the broad range of fishery products 
called for by the 'present U~S.S.R. 7-year p],an, commercial exploit
ation of such species as tuna, sardines, and saury (or mackerel pike) 
must be developed · as soon as possible. He points out that sardine 
fishing by Soviet vessels in the tropical Atlantic and saury fish-
ing in the Pacific are already on a commercial basis, but that much 
work remains to b3 done on tuna fishing, where experi.ence ao far 
has been on a small scale. 

The present 7-year plan calls for an annual tuna catch of 
· some 22 million pounds by 1965. To attain :this production, it is 

· -planned to build a number of specialised boats to be based in the 
Far East for year-round tuna fishing in the Pacific, and a larger 
number of combination tunaboat-trawlers to be based in Baltic and 
Black Sea ports for seasonal tuna fishing in the tropical Atlantic. 

. . . ! 

The,,,l'f.fi.ter believes that the u.s.s.R. fishing industry should 
concentrate first on the development of long-lining and seining, as 
techniq_ues in which Soviet fishermen are more experienced. Pole-and
line fishing, because of the specialisad skill which it req_uires and 
because of the diffi•culties associated with the use of live-bait, 
should be left for development at a later stage. · 

. Soviet attempts to develop a tuna fishery have been attended 
by rnaey dif'.f:i:culties so fa~ says Mr. Mikheevo The attempt to start 
o:ffusing the most complex typ~s of tuna fishing methods and those 
least suited to Soviet cond1tion~ has had . negative results and has 
delayed the development of the fishery. 

We in Australia can ~erhaps learn a lesson from that last 
statement. This Departments attitude has always been that to start 
off in a small way, and then to build on the foundations thus laid, is 
a much more desirable thing th~n failing because of inexperience of 
more specialised and difficult techniq_ues. 


