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ANNUAL INSPECTORS' CONFERENCE.

In the Szptember issuzs of this Bulletin, on pages 125
and 126, we publishzd a brief summary of the procesdings on the
oPening day of the 16th Annual Confersnce of Inspzctors. Here-
under is a summary of the reports and discussions of the two
final days of the conferancsz.

Fauna Section,.

Fauna Wardsn S. W. Bowlar outlined the patrols hzs had
undertaken during the year in the South-Wsst, Great Southern,
Midlands, and Kimberley districts. Hz aiso reported highlights
of tours of inspzsction of scme of thz islands of the Racherchs
Archipslago and when in company with the Fauna Protsction Advisory
Committse on its tour through the Gresat Southern, Esperances, Duke
of Orizans Bay and Ka _goor,gl0 Goldfislids districts.

Raviswing thz increase in policing activities brought
about by the inception of the cagzs bird and pazt food trades, Mr.
Bowler said that the number of licsnsss issuzd had incraaszd
markedly comparsd with the pravicus twelve months.  This ref-
erred particulariy to bird trappsrs and dealers' sxport and im=-
port licznses, Mr. Bowler forszcast that in the forssseabls
future it would bes nzcessary 4o introducz iimits on the number
of finchzs that might bs taken by any trappsr and to raestrict
the numbsr of trappsrs who might opsratz. Hz considered that
the present open szason for kangaroos had enabizd mass destruc—
tion msthods to bz adoptsd. This had r=zducsd thz numbers of
these animals in some districts to such low proporticns that he
thought it would bes many yesars bafore thsy would becomes a nuisance
again. Bﬁforﬂ ooncluding his report Wr. Bowler dazlt with th°

orany Ward?ns blrd bandlng act1v1t1“s and th° nur51ng of glant
petrels blown ashors during winter gales,

Thz Fauna Protzction officer, Mr. Shugg briefly ex-
plalned the administration of the Fauna Protzction Act. He
pointed out that in addition to the policing activitiss generally
coverad by ths Fauna Wardsn, ths Dspartmsnt was chargsd with en-
suring that all possiblz st°ps bz taken to conservs and presarve
sactions of our nativs fauna for =zconomic, assthsfic and scientific
purposas. Hz pointed out that it was gensraily accspted these
days that only pressrvation of the habitat, and its maintainance
in nsar-natural condition, coulid =nsure thz survival of the spacies.
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An active policy in establishing sanctuariss was being proszcutad,
and at prasznt a total of 85 such arsas comprising 22 million acres
were so set aside, After outlining some of the steps nescessary in
the management and control of sanctuarizs, a saries of coloursd
slidas of Dalez's Grrgz in the Hamerslsy Rangzs was shown.

Inspaction S=ction,

Sgnior Inspzseotor J, E. Munro said that hz was glad to
rzport the ~ccupation of the naw Psrth district officz and boat-
shed at Ellam Strasst, Victoria Park. Ths offices were occupiz=d
in November, and subsaquently e jstty and ramp for the care of the
Department's small craft had besn complsted, It was a building
of which the Dzpartment could bs truly proud.

Commenting on his patrol activities, Mr, Munro drew
attantion to the increased crayfish production brought about
by ths augment=d number cf men and boats in the industry, and
said that the conssrvation and protzcticn of the crayfishing
grounds was bzcoming progressively mors nec3ssary and more diff-
icuit. In thz Rockingham-ILong Point arsa, whers his activitiss
at the bzsginning of ths ysar had bszen mainly centrad, a consid-
erable traffic in undersizs crayfish was discovsrad, and a con-
stant watch of both amatszur and professicnal fishermen had become
nacessary. Later patrois had bssn carrizd out on thz northarn
beaches at Lancalin, Lzdgs Point and Cape Leschznault. He said
that he regardsd the illsgal traffic in thz Ledge Point area to
be sufficiently sariocus ‘o warrant ths appointment of a full-time
patrol,

Commenting upon developments in the industry, Mr. Munro
referred to the introduction of wire netting covasred mild steel
fram=d craypots, which had provad their =fficacy. . He said that
there was 2vary possibility of the wall-known fish msrchants, Messrs.
Kailis Bros., =ntering the procsssing fisld in the coming s=ascn,
Hz understood that this firm had mades arrangsments to buy from
fishernmsn in ths Yanchep~Two Rocks area and further afizld. H2
thought thz crayfish would bs processed at a Wast Perth site.

Mr, Munrc said that ths prassnt trend of dspartmental storss,
butchers and supsrmarksts to handie processad fish, was causing a
changs in the distribution pattsrn., Fish hawkers who had once
operatzd in most suburbs had almost disappeared, and fish shops
wars f20ling the pinch of compatiticn., Thsy ss3em=2d to havs no
idea of countering ths inroads madz in thesir fisld by their nsw
competitors. Refsrring to his gsneral activities, Mr. Munro re-
gratt=d that nc schooils of any duration had been heald.
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Senior Tnspactor A, K. Malscm, rsporting on aot1v1t1=s
in the Fremantlz district, said that € @L professional fishermen's
licenses, 245 amateur net fishsrmen's licensss and 288 fishing~
boat licanszs, had basn issuszd in 1958. Tha valuz of the fl=ss=t
now exce2d=d £1,000,000, including ths value of two nsw freezar
boats, the Zora and the Liza, each valusd at about £15,000, This,
he said, brought thes total number of frzeszsr boats opsrating out
of Frﬁmantlﬁ to 22 In addition, Comnenwealth fishing-boat and
fishermen's licsnses to the value of £316 wers issuzd, Mr, Mzlsom
said that a short but sharp white crayfish season had rasulted in
tha productimn of ovar 4 million Ib in the Fremantlie district.
More than half this amount had besn Zandzd at the fish markst
jﬂtty and the brasskwatzr landing, The hesrring seas~n had opznsd
we.l and good catches wers taken during thes first week in May,

The price quickly dropp=zd from 8d. to 4d. 1b, howevsr, and fishzr-
nan stoppsd fishing.

Inspsctor R. M, Crawford reported that 330 professional
fishermen's licenszs and 322 fishing boat licsnsszs had baen issuad
in the Geraldton district. Included in the lattsr wers several
new large boats which had besn addsd to thz flzst. During the
12 months, he said, 7 fishing boats had bsen lost but fortunately
no loss of 1ife had occurrasd., He valuad the Geraldton fishing
filest at £,00,000, Revenue from licenses was £1, 731

The 1958 crayfishing season in the Geraldton-Abrolhos
area had bsen a record and ths Gsraldt~-n Fisharmsn's Co-operative,
he said, was doing excaptionally ws’l with over 60% of the fisher-
men L°1ng sharzsholders., A'thoanh the pricz of crayfish droppzd
from 2/7 to 9/L the Co-oparative's turnover was £267,000. The
¢ =0p. had 1nsta1 sd four new cooksrs and smployzsd 110 processors
at thes p2ak of the season. The Co-operative was now exploring
ths markst in the U.S. for whols cocked crayfish.

Mr. Crawford also commznted on the fauna in the Gsrald-
ton district, listing the species which were commonly szen and
describing their relativ: abundancs. In concluding his report,
hz said that thes district had axpand“d to the point whers it was
impossible for cne inspsctor to administsr it propsrly. He point-
sd out that with 400 fishermen and over 200 boats to supﬁrv1sc,
and 200 milas of crast to patrnl it was too much for one ssnior
inspector and ons junior inspzctor. He racommendzd that a further
senior r3sidsnt inspsctor bz appointsd.
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Inspactor N, E. Maclaughian advised that 47 boats and 34
fishermsn were licansed in 1958 in thz Shark Bay district, Theass
men produczd 947,000 1b, of fish, while visiting fishermen took
840,000 Ib from Shark Bay watsrs. The principal specizss caught
were snapper, mullst and whiting. Crayfish tota’ling 126,533 1b.
had also been taken in the comparatively nsw grounds, Hs said that
therz had been no deplstion in fish stocks, although the catch was
a 1ittls less than in th2 previous ysar, He attributsd the decline
to ths marketing situation, and pointad out that where oniy one
freezer was rially nscissary, four wers actually operating, eath
with their own transport. Thes six small creyfish boats werking
from South Passagz in the period January-August had taksn their
catchas to a procsssing plant at Denham, and 8 freeszer boats had
also.fishzd the grounds during the year. Catches were gansrally
poor, which forcad the smallsr boats to move out and consequently
the processing factory closed down,

Conciuding his rsport, Mr. McLaughlan dsscribzd high-
lights of his visit %o thz zastern States on long service leava,.

In addition to ca’ling at the Fisheries Departments of all States
(with the sxception of South Australia) and at the Commonwsalth
Fisheariss 0fficz, Canbsrra, Mr, McLaughlan also .visitsd Bunda-
berg, Qusensiand,  whzre hs iooksd at ths prawn and scallop fisheriss,
the C.S.I.R.0. Zaboratorizs at Cronulla, the oyster bads in the
Hawkesbury and Gzorge's Rivers, the trout hatchery at Jindabyn=

in the Snowy Mountains area, and aiso thz fish cannery at Bdsn,

NeS.We

Tnspector T. B. Baings, of Bunbury, rsportad that 68 fish-
ing-boat licenses and 80 professional fishermsn's licenszs had beaen
issuzd in the Bunbury district in 1956, Tishermen there had sn—
joyed a profitable year. Good hauls of trevally (skipjack), tailer
and buffalo bream had bzen made. The 1958-59 season had also bzen
a good onz for crabs, and cobbler had bzen plentiful in Juns, July
and August, hz said, Buffaloc bream had been sold as creyfish bait
for 6d, ib., and cobbler hzads hod oncs again bsen sasy to quit as
creyfish bait. Mr. Baines advissd that yellow-eye mullst had also
bsen pilsntiful in the sstuary. Patrols concernsd with the protzc-
tion of marren hed besn carrisd out, hs seid, at the Wellington and
Stirling dams. Thasz crustacsans did not appsar to have been plant-
iful at sithezr piace.

Commenting on the founa of the district, Mr, Baines nen-
tionsd the mors common spzciss, and said that the wild duck open
season had got away to a bad start, as haavy rains inland had attra9t—
ed ths ducks away from the coast. They did not return until late in
the szason. Kangaroos appsared to bs plentiful in the Augusta-
Margaret River area.
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_ Inspsctor B, A, Carmichazl dealt first with the whaling
season experisnced by the Cheynes Bzach Whaling Co. The 1953
humpback ssas-n had again bzen very disappointing, sven more so
than in the previous year, Mr. Carmichael saids. Only 82 hump-
backs were taken, 20 lass than in 1957, so that barsly more than
half the quota of 120 had bazn secured. The company had sxparisn-
¢ed a sarizs of unfortunate incidents culminating in the chaser
Kos VII losing its propsllsr whilst sngagsd in hunting opzrations,
Captain Hughes had thz misfortune to fall and break an arm while
in charge of the chassr "Chsynes". Mr. Carmichasl advisad that
only four prsgnant humpback cows had bzen taken during the szason,
comparzd with 14 in the pravicus ysar. Hs said that pregnant
cows were usually ths last to pass through Albany watsrs during
ths run, and h2 thought it a pity their condition could not be
racognised,. .

Dealing with spsrm whaling, Mr. Carmichael rsportad that
209 sperms had been taken in thz sszason from April 10 to Dscember
16, During June, July and August, the chasers had concentratad
on humpbacks so that in sffact thz spsrm season coversd only six
months of the year. In Dscember, thsz price of sparm oil droppesd
tc an unsconomic price and the company suspendzd coperations,

Speaking of fish production, Mr. Carmichasl adviszd that
the salmon catch had shown an increase over that of the previous -
ysar, but tommy roughs (sea herring) hd dscrsas=d by about 87,000
Ib. He suggest=d that this could have besn dus to ths cannsry
taking only a limitzd quantity, as the cann=d and fillet=d product
did not seem to s2il as w2!l as saelmon. He also describ=zd his
patrols, and fishing conditions aliong thz coast to Broke Inlzst in
the west, whare production decrezaszsd in 1958, and to Espsrance in
the easte He also made r=farence to the apparasntly increased
numbers of grsy kangaroos appsaring in the district and to his
bird observations. Thzsz includ=d sightings of band=d giant
petrels and quail, Onily one petrsl in ths whits phase had baen
szen, hs said,

Assistant Inspector He D. Kavanagh dzscribzd his work
in the patrel vessels "Silver Gull" and "Misty Isle", and some
of his experisznces at Rottnest Isiand and Houtmen's Abrolhos
areas, He raferrad to the inspections necessary to snsure that
regulations relating to the setting of pots, closed waters and
the taking of crayfish were snforced.

He also commented on the dumping of 140 bags of dead
crayfish by "Miss Phosnix" during the white crayfish run in Dsc-
ember., Although procsssers and craws had worked until 5 in
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the morning, it had not baen pessiblz to cops with ths catchss
brought in by ths catcher boats,. In an =ffort tc avoid further
wastage, a voluntary limit was szt on the number of bags that a
catchar beat could bring in for processing, This resulted in

some of the catchar boats having to leave half their pots unpullazd,
but thsy continu=d to bring in mors than their quota, hoping to have
it processed. Consequently, some 40,000 1b, of legal size cray-
fish had bzen dumpsd in a psriod of four days. The white cray-
fish, he said had "run" for approximatsly fourteen days.

Inspector E. I, Forster deliverz=d a complementary
rzport on patrols aboard the "Misty Isie" and later as skippar
of the "Silver Guil". Mr, Forster also rzportsd on a new develop-
nznt in the Fremantls fishery, viz., the trawling of squid and
cuttlefish in the watesrs of Cockburn Sound.

Mre, J. E, Bramley, Supsrvising Inspzctor, outlinzd the
matarial he wouid like to ses included in reports and diariss,
and the manner in which thay should bz submittsd.s Hz also callzd
for additional information from inspactors of their observations
of fish and fauna occurrences, and the names of fishsrm=n working
in areas patroliz=d and the geer thgy used. He said it was im-
portant that when rsporting breaches, the Crown Law Department's
form of brief be completzd in detail. The surname and full
christian names of every perscn appreharded, and their home address
(not their working address) should be ascertainad and reported.
This, he pointed out, would savs the Department time and maks it
sasier for the Police Department to serve summonses. HMr. Bramisy
also draw attention to the nscassity for raporting any malpractices
obsarvad, so that a dirsction could be given on action to bs taken.

He askad District Inspectors to snsure that the boundaries
of closed watsrs wers clearly marksd, and callzd on crews of patrol
boats to assist District Inspectors at all times. It was a patrol
bost's function to assist the administration of the district in
which it was working, particularly in regard to such mattsrs as
the collaction of fishermen's returns and reporting the names of
boats and the men fishing in the areas thay patrcll=d.

Pearling.

Psarding Inspsctor R. J. Paird advised that the 1958
szason had =ndad with the taks of pesarlshsll 288 tons Lass than
that of the previous year., Three hundred and ninety-four pearl
fishers wers engag2d in the industry, he said, 16 being Eurcpean,
38 full bleod netives, 11 halfcasts, 115 Japanessz, and 214 Indo-
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nesians, Malays and Chiness. Only 1, professional fishesrnmen's
licenses had bzen issued during the year, and poor fishing had
been experiencad. Hz attributed this to the hot weather =x-
perienced and the higher water temperatures which pravented fish
from pznetrating into Roebuck Bay. Indsed, the fish were so
scarce that the fishermen were forced to give up fishing., Re=-
ferring to the Pearls Pty. Itd's pearl culturing venturz at Kuri
Bey, Mr. Baird reportsd that the first harvest had besn successs-
ful end culture pesarls of fine quality had been racovared. He
said that while nc definits valuation of the Australian cultured
pearl had been decidad, it was thought that the price for a top
grade cultursd pearl would be about one~third of thes value of a
good natural psarl, The Kuri Bay product was supszrior to the
Japanese and was a lot largsr - the Australian cultursd pearl
ranging in sizs from 50~90 grains, whereas the bast Japanese
pearl was about 40 grains.

Referring to the fauna patrol carried out during Aug-
ust and Ssptember with Warden S.W, Bowler, Mr, Baird said it had
been a very interesting experience and a good deal of information
had been obtained about the fauna of the Kimberley region. Un-
fortunately, he added, one of his strongest impressions was the
"Jon't care" attitude of the majority of staticn owners towards
the fauna, and their lack of hospitality. Mre. Baird concluded
his address with the showing of sslected slides on ths pearling
and pearl culture industries.

Research Szction.

Mr, B. K, Bowen, Research officer, summarisad the
research projects his section had in hand., Thsse wersz the sot-
net experiments being carried out in Mandurah watsrs, fertilisation
of farm dams and limnological studies thereon, fertility and mor-
tality rates in the trout hatcheries at Pemberton, and prawn and
scallop testing at Exmouth Gulf and Shark Bay.

He then briefly described an ecological survey of
Bernisr and Dorres Islands, the first of its kind carri=d out
under thz auspices of the Department. The survey, he said, had
been undertaken to give the Fauna Protection Adviscry Committese
information on the nesds of ths fauna of the island, so that it
could make recommendations to thz Minister in resspect of an app-
lication to lsase parts of the islands for tourist purposes. Mr.
Bowen 124 the survey party, other members of which were Dr. W. D.
L. Ride, Dirsctor, Dr, G. F. Mezs, Curator of Birds, and Mr. A.
M. Douglas, Entomologist, of the W.A. Mussum; Mr. R. D. Roycs,
Senior Botanist, Department of Agriculture; and Mr. H. Tindale~
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Biscoz, Department of Zoology, University of W.A. The party was
landed first on Dorre Isiand, and latsr on Berniesr Island, having
bzen transported from Carnarvnn on the research vassel "Lanczlin"
under the cemmand of Assistant Inspector D. Wright, with Inspesctor

. NoE. MacLaughlan as sailing master and Mr, C.R.C, Haines as matz.
Mr. Bowen went on to show slides to ilZustrats thz fiora and fauna
~of the island, spscimens of which proved to bz most intsresting, in-
cluding somes spazcies bslisved to be nsw to scizncs Hz said that
a completzs resport was baing prapared and wou’d be pub ished in due
courses,

Captain H.C.W., Piesse outlinzd r.v. "Lancslin's" activit-
ies in prawn and scallop surveys of thes waters of the nearer North-
West, and Technical officer R. J. McKay shcwed slides -and described
the activities of commesrcial trawlers on the prawning grounds.

Technical officer L, G. Smith summarissd the results of
his year's activities in bream tagging, the set-net expsriments at
Mandurah and trout transport and liberation.

Technical offlcer Je S. Simpson out71n ed the survsy work
on farm dans,.

Whaling.

Assistant Inspzcter D. Wright describsd cperations at
tha Nor'West Whaling Cods station at Babbage Island, Carnarvon,
in 1958, The sesason was in full swing by July 7,.he said, with
catches of from 7 to 19 whalss a dey. The best day's catch was
20 on July 10, and the best weekly catch was 120 for the week
ended July 10 The whales warz all iin good- condition, the blubber
being up to 8" in thickness. Smaller whalés approximately 35-33ft
in length were found to be plantiful in the Shark Bay area, and
their biubber and mzat proved to be in zxcsllent condition. In
mid-August, Mre Wright continuad, the daily catches bscams smallar,
and although blubber neasuronents were about the samz, the quality
deterioratad, becoming mors fibrcus. By ths bpglnnlnb of Szpt-
amber, ths catches of larger whales had droppad off, the catchar
boats rasperting numbers of cows with calves, and small whalss of
about 36 fzet. By Octobzr 1 thz weekly catch was vsry poor and
a large number of the Stetion's staff was dismissed. By Octobar
19, only an odd cow and calf werz sighted, and the season officially
closed on October 21,
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In the total catch were a blue whale and 3 bryde whales,
When the first of +the latter was brought in by the catcher "Manilya",
it was thought to be a szi or minks whale, Mzasuraments wers made
of the fins, jaw, baleen, ovariess, and sar plugs, and samplzs of the
stomach contsnts were taken and sent to C.S.I,R.0. hzadquartsrs at
Cronulla., Thars they wers positivaly idsntifizd as bryds whalzs.
They were grey in colour and cigar shap=d, with short flippers
and thick tough balsen, dark in colour with ¥:ry coarse hairs.
Mr. Wright szid that in the first two, fish were packzd tightly
in thes throat and balzsen, Th»s2 wars quite fresh. '

Dealing with the station's treatment plant, Mr. Wright
reported that the special equipment dzsignzd to treat whale bleood
to add more protsin to the mzal had been continually blockzd by
rubbish, z.g., bazging, pieces of balzen, shrapnzl and bonz from
the decke Th2sz had causad overflow in the blood drains and
treatment was abandonzd. Sevan whale marks had been r 2covered,
four of them bzing of Russian origine Information subsaquantly
received revealed that thz latter had been fired into whales about
2,000 milss south-west of Frzmantle whilz the other three marks
had been firzd from thz "Warreen" and "Lancelin',.

Another interesting point manticnzd by Mr. Wright was
thz occurrence of giant petrsls in the ares, including a bandzd
bird in the white phass. The catching of large quantities of
mullet by fishing Zins with congeal=d blood as bait, and the appear-
ance of sevaral dugongs fz2eding in t hz shallows off the station
jetty were other items of interest. Iz said that a cow and a calf
werz oftan obssrvad arcund the end of the szason nsar the catwalk
cf ths jetty, and appeared not in the Zzast afraid of swimmsrs,
somz men gebbting closz znough to touch ths cow, Mr, Wright con-
cludzd his report with a comprehensive 1ist of the avifauna and
complate details of hunting and production statistics. Finally,
he showed a s=2lsction of coloursd slidsas,

General Businssse

Anong the many items of general business discussed, the
following may bz considerad to be of particular moment:-

Inspector N. E. Maclaughlon requestzd that fish traps
be bannzd in the waters of Shark Bay. Hsz said he was not con-
cerned with the uss of traps in waters outside the Bay, but only
within the Bay itself where snapper were localised, He thought
it would not take long for them to be trapped out. He also pointedast

at snappar. fishing was a ve opular sport with anglers,_whose
§%5§t %égﬁﬂ}b%lcgﬁgietély ruingg.p PThe Digector said ﬁa_woﬁl@ arr-
ange for_the "Lanc2lin' toc investigate the =ffects of using fish
trgps and the taking of snapper.
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Sznior Inspector J. E., Munro rzquestzd that a patrol
boat be stationzd at Lzdge Point where, he said, somz fishernsn
viers operating in -ckosz sesascn and apparantly wers determinad to
‘defy the Daspartment. Thz Dirzcter refusad the request, as it
was considersd bstter use could be mads of thz availabls staff
by the formation of a flying squad. A suggestion by thz Fauna
Warden (Mr, Bowler) that a parmansnt station bz establishzd at
Lancelin Island was rzfuszd for the samz resason. B

" The Resesarch Officer (lir, Bowen) rasqusstsd that thz
Fisheries regulations be reprinted to enabls membars of the
staff and membzrs of the public tc cbtain copies. He also suggested
that the annual inspector's confarsence bs held at a set time sach
year. Ths Dir=ctor said hz would raview the resgulations on his
return from annual l2ave, After somz discussion it was agrsed
that future conferanczs bs Hzld in the springe

Sznior Inspsctor J. E. Munrc, suppertzd by Inspector
J. Traynor, requsstzd that psnaitizs for breachss of ths Fishasries
Act b= ingcresaszd. The Diractor advisad that he had discussad
this matter with the Ministsr who had indicatzad that hz would
prafer to-introduce amznding legislation for this purpose only
in conjunction with other important amsndments.

Conclusion,

. Befors cliosing the conferencs, the Dirzctor outlinad

- possible and desirabls dsvelopments in the industry. It was
propossd at Gerolidton to establish a fishermsh's centre, in-

cluding a multi-cradle slip, a nsw jotty and a landing of some

sort. A road was also rzquirad with parking facilitiass. At
Fremantle, where herbour fecilities for fishing craf't were admittedly
thz worst on the coast, thzre was a big schame in hand to enlarge the
fishing boat harbour. It was planned to provide a shzltersd arsa
of. some 76 acres.. a *

The Dirzctor asks=d that all members of the staff put
forward any suggestions they might have for ths improvzenent of the
industry and the administration of the Dzpartment, . He referred
to the growth of the Dspartment in racent years and the fine spirit
which he said had always perncated the staff and which, he was sure,
would continue as all appsared to havs a desire to see the in-
dustry grow and prosper.
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He thankzd il officers for the great support he had
received in the pasts. He saild that the staff should not take it
as .2 personal affront if a3l their suggestions and rscommendations
were not carried into effect. He himself was in the same situation
at times. The Minister did not always accept his recommendations,
as was his privilsge, but he (the Director) lost no sleep over ite
What must be appreciated was that the Dirsctor was sometimes in a
better position to see all sides of a question than individual
members of the staff. That should not, however, stop the staff
from presenting their point of viaw at all times, '



