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The Committee's recommendations on the abov e r:iatters and 
on a nur:ib .?Jr of others will be presented to the Minister in due 
course. His decision will .be announc ed as soon as possible. 

• .• .A.PPROACHING OFEN SEASONS. 

All officers a r e remind~d that the open g eason for stubble 
quail :i.iJ. that part of the state north of the 31 parallel will 
commence on December 1. In that area stubble quail may be taken 
until March 31. 

The open season for marron, which usually commences on 
December .1, \vill be . delayed until January 1, as part of an addition
al effort to cons erve the dwindling s tocks of these popular .crus
t a ceans,' if the reco r.im -=;ndations of the various . trout acclimatis
ation societi~s ars accepted. 

ROTTNEST BIOIDGICAL STATION COiV1.MITTEE, 

A meeting of the above committee att ended by the Director 
(Mr. A. J. Fraser), Cho.irnan, Dr. E. P. Hodgkin of the University 
of W.A., Dr. K. Sheard, of the Division of Fisl:J,eries and Oceano
graphy, C.S.I.R.O., and Mr. B. K. Bowen (Secretary), was held at 
the Department on Oc tobBr 5. Dr. Hodgkin reported that dis
cussions had t aken pla ce with regard to the fencing of the central 
portion of the island by the Rottnest Board of Control. This was 
considered necessary to allmv natural regeneration and regrowth of 
the flora which hitherto had been over-grazed by . quokkas. A 
special sub-com1u. ttee which had been appointed to report on this 
matter was requested to formulate a further report for submission 
to the Board on additional areas to be fenced. Includ9d in other 
matters dealt with by the Committee, wa s the completion of the book
let on the history of the Station and containing a review of scien.,. 
tific work in progress a t Rottnest published by the Royal Society 
of W.A. The writers of the various sections, it was agreed, should 
be commended for the excellent standard achieved. 

LARGE ICTNGFISH CAUGH'l'. 

Wir. Clem May, of Kellerberrin, successfully l anded a 45-l'b. 
kingfish from a beach at Mandurah on October 18. The :fish was 
caught on a 2O-lb. line and had to be played for half an hour 
before it was landed. Observers consider that fishing off the coast 
should be ba ck to normal this sur.uner after several comparatively 
poor seasons. 


