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The airstrip, which is less than a miie from the coast
at Gresnhead, north of Jurien Bay, was completed by a Perth construction
company last month, and is 5,200 ft, long and 300 ft., wide. The strip
was preparsd merely by grading and levelling the coastal sandplain, In
previous years, fish had been transported from this arsa by truck, and
the mortality rate had been high; on rare occasions rsaching 50%. .

CULTURED PEARLS SELL WELL.

. Proof. of the high quality of the Kuri Bay ocultursd pearls

. came in a rscent press report from®Naw.York., A choker made of them
was sold for $100,000, (about £A L44,500), Writing in the American
magazine "This Week", .John Wulp describazd the Kuri Bay pearls as being
more sxpensive than natural p=arls, normally prized above cultursd gems.

: The article featurad pictures of ths pearls, which wers about
. %" in diameter. The venture had besn started, Wulp wrote, by an Ameri-
can business man who wantad tc see if he ccould produce pearls any bigger
than thosz alrsady coming forward from Japan, The waters of Kuri Bay
had provzd id=za’. and the first harvest had bzen made last year, Wulp
said that the oysters had grown te enormous size - and so had the pearls,

CRAYTTISH BOATS BEACHED,

The "Stella Maris", a 55ft, 23-ton three-masted schoonsr, and
the "Vagabond," a 25#t. fishing boat, both owna=d by Perth businessman
Norman Parksr, were blown on to the beach south of Safety Bay on Novem-
ber 1. Mr. Parker said that when strong northwssterly winds came up
on Sunday aftsrnoon, he and a member of the crew tried to rsach the
Stella Maris" but were driven back, A terrific gust of wind sstimated
at 75 m.p.h. pushed the "Stzlila Maris" onto the beach, The "Vagabond"
was blown onshore about 60 yards south of the "Stella Maris" a few min-
utes later, The schooner suffered 1little damage, the rudder being
bump=d off in shallow water. The "Vagabond" was not damaged,

Perth businessman Roy Green's 25ft. crayboat "Juanita" went
ashore at Ledge Point, south of Lancelin Island, and was holed on a rocky
ledge during the height of the blow on the same Sunday. A mobile crane
had to be brought from Perth to Zift her from the ledge into the water.

OPEN SFASON FOR WILD DUCK.

The Minister for Fisheries, Mr, Hutchinson, announced rec-
ently that he had accspted a recommendation from the Fauna Protection
Advisory Committee to open the 1959/60 season for wild ducks on the
traditional week-end before Christmas. It will close on April 30, the
same day as last year,
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Details of the opening given by the Minister wers as fol-

(a) at 6 p.m. in thz ovening of Saturday, Dzcember 19, in ths Augusta=-
Margaret River, Balingup, Bridgszstown, Bussz:iton, Capel, Collie-
Gcalfields, Dardanup, Grsenbushes, Harvey, Manjimup, Nannup and
Przsten road districts;

(b) at 5 a.m. on the morning of Sunday, Decembzr 20, in the rasmainder
of the South-Wsst and FEucla Lend Divisions net included in the
road districts mentionsd above,

Duck shooting will be unlawful in any of the following areas

which have been set aside as sanctuaries =

(a)

(b)
(c)

(a)

(e)
(£)

(&)

(n)

(1)

()

Th=s whole of thes arsa within a radius of twenty miles of the
General Post Officz, Perth,

A1l municipalitizs and townsitss in thz South-West Land Division.
The whole of ths Réckingham Road District.

The whole of the waters of Lakss Leschenaultia, Yealering and
Seppings, and Bambun, Wagin, Nambung, lMungala, Nannzrup and
Wardering Lakss, and ail land within twenty chains of their
shorzss,

The whols of the waters of the Vasse, King and Kalgan Rivars
and all “and within twenty chains of their shores,

The whole of the waters of Vasse and Wonnerup Estuarizs and
aii land within twenty chains of their shores.

A71 thes waters of the Leschenault Inlst sxtending southwards
from a liine drawn south-east from Waterloo Hsad (Belvadare)
on the west foreshorz to a point on the opposite foreshore,

Ail that portion of ths Capsl River betwean the Capel and
Stirling Bridgzss and all land within twenty chains of the
#iver's banks,

The whole of the waters of Oystar Harbour and Princz=ss Royal
Harbour and all Zand within a radius of twenty chains of their
shores.

The whols of the arca of thz Yanchep Caves ressrve,
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(k) Th» whole of ths Harvey catchment area.

(1) The whole of the arsa within a radius of two milss of the
Post O0fficz at Mandurah. o

(m) Thes whole of the area within a radius of two miles of the
Post Office at Boyup Brook.

(n) The whole of the area within a radius of 1} milss of the
Post Officz at Balingup.

(o) Al% that portion of the Avon River in the Toodyay road
district bstween thes northern-boundary of Avon Location 3
and a point opposite road 2069, and ali land within twanty
chains of the rivsr's banks,

(p) A1l that portion of the Avon Rivar from Dumbarton Bridge to
the railway Bridge north of Toodyay, and all land within
twenty chains of the river's banks.

(q) A1l that portion of the.Serpsntine Rivar from road 8269 at
the southern snd of Go=zgrup (Willies) Lake to Pzel Inlst
nsar the 014 Mill, and all land within twsnty chains of
ths river's banks.

(r) A1l State forests, timbsr reserves, town rassrvoirs and
other arsas where shocting is prohibited under the pro-
visions of any other Act, Regulation or By-Law,

"A queastionnairs distributzd among shooters and honorary
wardens ravealed the extent to which opinion was divided as to the
best opening date and time,” the Ministsr said. "Replies indicatzd
that whilz thers was fairly solid support for the suggested State-
wide opzning on Saturday aftsrnoon, a slight majority wanted the
usual opszning times continued. Many other suggestions in respect
of the time and the dats wers mad=. In all twentysix different
openings were r=commended, which gave a .fair indication of the range
of opinion on this contsntious question. Under the circumstéances,
there was little alternativs but to maintain the status quo", Mr,
Hutchinson said. o ' ‘

"Opinion in respect of the closing date was more unit=d.
While various datss betwsen March 15 and June 15 were suggested, over
70% of those proffering an opinion preferrad the season to close by
April 30, This majority reccommendaticn has been accepted.



(17s)

"The response to the gquestionnaire, including the dztachzd
and careful thought given by most correspondents, was very much app-
reciatsd," Mr., Hutchinson continusd. "However, all havas had the
opportunity of =xpressing their opinions which;, in turn, have been
carefully considereds It now behoves shooters to accept the decision
and' to abide by the regulations in the highest tradition of the sport,"
the Minister said. "Aftsr all, the regulations have been designed
to continue and organise the sport in the best interests of all con-
cerned, not forgetting the ducks,"

Emphasising that thz close ssason extendzd right up to
the week-end before Christmas throughout ths whole of the South-West
and Eucla Land Divisions, Mr, Hutchinson made a dirsct pl=sa to all
shooters not to try to b=at the gun as there were still many young
ducks about in the flepper stage. Any person apprehended while
shooting in the closzs sesason, or in any of the prohibited areas listzd,
could expect to have his firearm seized and be prosescutzd, the Minister
warned, He concluded by drawing attention to ths following restric—
tionss- :

b The use of traps is entirely prohibitsd throughout the
State. l ’
* Spotlights are an illegal d=vice.
* The sale of wild ducks is forbidden.

% A person shall not keep wild ducks in captivity.



