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S~:AFF NOT:CS 

_Th -a Director visited the f'ieli station at Rottn9st 
Is1o.nd for a f ew· days during May and later, on May 20, 21 and 22, 
accompani"ld the Minist9r for F-lsh3ri8s, Mr. Hutchinson, on a visit 
to Doneara and G3raldton. 

The Resiarch Officer, Mr. B.K. Bowen, accompanied _ 
the },Iinis t9r to Margaret Riv 'J r to investigate a complaint of nat 
fishing in clos ':ld watars made by th3 Augusta-Margaret Riv '3 r Tourist 
Bureau. Th:)y wo, r9 joiw:d. at Bunbury by Inspector T. B. Baines. 
The M:i,nistor 1 s S".JCr ':l tary, Mr. J .}!.. Driscoll, . also attended. 

Lat9r in the: mnnth Mr. Bovrnn visited Pamb 8rton to s ,.., ,,, 
th-a first "stripping" of trout :!{SGS and tho. commencem::mt of the 
hatcl1ing s ~~son. H8 also con:ferr3d ,-d th T<:Jchnioal 0ffic3r 
J. S. Simpson, who is sp9ndin·g som3 w3 ·~1rn working there on trout 
ferti:l_;i., ty studies. 

Insp-<;ctor S. C. Stoko e r 0::sign,d, from the public s "lrvic-a 
on May 7. Th3 r o. signation of Assistant Insp 3ctor S. La Roche has . 
a:~so b3'=.m a c~ ,3pted. He will oe.as ,;, duty on June 4. 

We ,w;,lcoma to the staff Mr, Geoffrey David Houston 
of South Perth, who will com1:18nce duty as an assistant insp-:,ctor on 
Jun'J 2. · 
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Re.lievi:ng Inspector G. C. Jsff8r,j and 'Cad8t Insp ':)ctor 
R, G. Em3ry will c ommence annua1 I3ave on Juhe 8. 

annual leave 
Cade t Insps:;ctor G. J. Ha:r ..... 1ey · \",rill r eaum'3 :duty aft Br 

on Jun8 4-. · 

Assistant Inspe ctor E.I. I:'orst8r is in command of th9 
p.v. Kooru1clhoo in the GoraOJ.dton-AbroJ.hos ar,;;a . 

Insp8ctor A.J'. Ba"i:. aman will visit Bunoury on Jun:: !+ to 
re-instal th 3 ,,mgin3 of' p. v. Lsschenaul t a:ft8r its r'3c ent ov3rhaul . 

Congratula tions ar3 ext3nd8d to Tachnical Of:fic ar 
R,J. McKay, whos-=, ·,ngag2ment t o Patricia, daught:lr of Mr. and Mrs. 
C, Fra ncis, of RivBrton, vw,s tnmounc 0!d on May 23 . 

~SONAL PARAG-RAPI{~ . 

Mr. F.N. RatcJ iffB, Of'fic3r-in-Charg e, Wildlif8 Survey 
Section, C,S,I.R,O., will arrive in P Grth on a short visit on June 1. 
H0 wi<.J confer with Mr. Str.:iph8n Davies, R:rnearch Offic er, Wildl ife 
Survey Section, C.S.I.R. O,, C_anb Arra, A,C: .T., who arriv'3cl in Perth on 
May 26, to und:Jrtake a hio1ogicaJ. surv ay of th':'J smu. Mre RatcJ.iffe 
w:i.J.:l a l so confer with Dr. D,L. Serv ,mty, Principal Res ":a rch. Of fic 9r 
and Mr . E.H . M, Ealr:ly , Re s-:,arch Of:Cicar, of' his Ssr..tion. · 'rl1 3 . oppor
tunity wi 11 bB taksn of' cal~ing . on the Dir,:,ctor and otha,r State officials. 

. Mr. D.J. ~at3s, s ~nior R""s earch Officc:r (Tochnica1) , of 
the Commonw'.'la lth F:i.sh ~ri 8s OfficB, Canb <J rra, A. C. T., is '.'lXpeoted to 
arrive in P9rth 011 June 4-. A day or two 1at8r Mr. Gat8s vr:iJ.l go to 
Al bany accompani8d by th'3 D':)pa rtm:mt 1 s Ro.s -=:arch Qffic9r, Mr . B,K. Bowen, 
to direct ths survey of th2 c;~·ayfish potential in the south.3rn s'.'las 
b".!tvn en Point Nuyts and Cap 8 Richeo The survey is 0xp'3cted to take at 
lS?ast 12 mnnths and will b a. carri8d out by the successful contractors, 
Pool8 Bros., in th':l 66-foot Inishing v c,s s ,,l 11 Blu8fin"., 

, 
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By a:rrangem,mt with the Cornmonv,"'al th Fisheries Office, 
a number of departmental officers will take a turn aboard the "Bluefin" 
during the investigations, which may possibly be extended to cover the 
islands of the Recherche Archipelago next y ear. 

Mr. Maurice Drinan ca1led on the Director sn route to 
Sydney aft8r carrying out a preliminary survey for a company he is 
repres::mting regarding the estab:Lishm-ant of a prawn fishery in the 
Shark Bay area. Mr. Drinan exp8cts to return to the West in command 
of a 70-foot prawn traw.ler in a f::;w vn8ks' . time. 

Mr. K.F. Dureau, Managing Director of P0arls Pty. Ltd., 
also made a call on the Dir3ctor. He was spending a day or two in 
Perth prior to r8visiting the company's 3stablishment at Kuri Bay. 
Re was introduc9d to the Miriist-=ir for Fisheries by the Director. 

MINISTER'S NORTHERN VISIT . 

During his visit to Geraldtori and Dongara from May 20 -
22, the Minister fpr Fisheries (Mr,. Hutchinson) received a number of 
requests for governmental assistance in the provision of improved 
facilities. 

At Dongara local r8sidents put .forwarp. a case for the 
provision of a ne~ jetty for the town. J\'.t · Gera1dton repres,m~atives 

· of the· GeraJ.dton Fishermen's Association and of the Co-op::,rative 
request9d the provision of additional slipping facilities and the con
struction of finger berths at the Vlest Erid. They also sought the 
prohibition of freezer-boats in th0 Abrolhos area. 

As Minist3r for H '"al th, Mr. Hutchinson, accompanied by 
the Director, attended a meeting called by the G:=,ra1dton Municipal 
Council to discuss the disposal of crayfish offal. They also 
insp ect8d all thr:J ::i_ocal crayfish processing factories and the offal 
disposal site. 



RESEARCH VESSEL RENA.tv!ED 

The 75' vess 3l "Limicolatt, which was r ec8nt1y acquired 
for conversion as a r 8s .:,a rch v ·'rnse1, has b e,m renamed "PBron" in 
honour of Francois Peron, an 0utstanding zoologist who worked in our 
wat ':! rs at th 3 b3ginning of the 19th century. 

Born a t Cervilly, Fr ance, in 1775, P3ron was appo int.:,cl 
to the Baudin 3Xp edi tion as assistant zoologist to sp ecialis ,:i in 
ethnology ( the study of racial chara ct·3ristics). With the leader 
(Nicolas Baudin) in command of the "G-eoGr aphen and the "Naturaliste " 
cap tain9d by Emmanuel Hamelin, th ':l ":lxpedition sailed from Le Hayre on 
Octob er 19, 18001 anchoring i n G'"ographe Bay on May 31, 1801. The 
names connec t°:?-d with this o.xpedi tion sound lilo a potpourri of 1oca1 
geographical f ,mtur3s. In addition to thos e pr:.;viously 111 :;,ntioned, 
oth3r names now c l os CJly a s so ciat ed with our 'J.and a.r3 Louis Theodore 
L8sch ena u:~t d e la Tour; Char1es Alexandre fr:isuer; Louis de Frayoinet; 
F1~ariooi~ Heirisson and the "go el ette" 11 Casuarina ", which was purcha,sed 
in Sydney • . 

From G- 3ograph e Bay t h-3 ships sai1o,d. north to Timar, 
calling in at various points to observa and ooll '3ot anc1. charting the 
coastJ.ine all the while . From Timar, Baudin led thet!l south round th':l 
Leeuwin, to Sydney and Tasmania, 3VentuaIJ.y r ':) turning w3st and north 
EJ,ga :i,.n to . Timar b3for:=i s a i :.1.ing to Mauritius v1h3r 3 h o, di ed~ 

. . . . . P 8ron1 s r ola in th:J 9Xped.ition was no· doubt increased. 
in i mporta nce throngh th3 untimely d. cJaths of both th3 other zoologists, 
and of his J. qad.er, which ad.dr,d to his r ·:, s :t1onsibi~~i,cy· in coll :icting and 
obs Jrving and also r 3sul t ::Jd in his comm:incing th cJ publication of the 
history , of the voyage. Peron a:i_so di ed, how·-,:v=:r, in 1810 and 
pub:Lica tion ,"las' C? mp:l.3 t?-d. by d e Freycinet. . . . 

. . 

WG11;..:lcnbwn f :mtures named aft 3r Francois P0ron include 
Po i nt f>3ron, n ,=Jar Rockingham, a nd Peron Psminsula and Cape Peron in 
Shark Bay. The r 9 fa also a Mt. Peron north-1;ast of Jurien Bay and 
within a f ew mil as of tho, lrn tter known Mt. L,;,su9r, famous in botanical 
ci'roJ_~}~': 'fb/'{{s :uniqu9 banksia. 

I •• 
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NEW PATROL VESSEL LAUNCHFl) 

The launching of th ,;, new patrol V'3ss el took place a t 
t he Frernantle main wharf on May 12. Sha was tak~m on a jinker from 
the Harbour and Light Department 1 s yar.d near Fish3rmon's j 8tty and 
was l aunch,3d with the aid of a Harbour Trust crane. 

touches. 
She is .now und ".l r going +.d.als and receiving finishing 

The handing over -o.nd naming c'.'.:lrcoony will tnke place shortly. 

CONFISCATION OF GEAR - --.~ 

Inspectors ar e reminded that the pink confiscation 
Form "F" must be compl9t ed and forwarded to R:iad Ofr~ice on ev8ry 
occasion when seized gear is condemned to the Crown. 

BIOLOGICAL CENTRE FOR GARDEN' ISLAND 

On behalf of the Rottnes t Biological Station Committee, 
the Zoology Department of the University of W9stern Australia has 
purchased from the Commonwealth three buildings on Garden Island. One 
of ths nasons for the extension of the Committee's activities is to 
faci l itate the study of the Garden Island t ammar (Macropus augenii). 
This work is to be undertaken by the Zoology Department of the University 
of W.A. Mr. J. Kelsal.1, a Ful lbright scholar of the Canadian Wildlife 
Servic e, will participate. 

CRABS DRAW CROWDS 

Mandurah busiPess folk must have be8n del i ghted by the 
inrush of fish?.rmen bent on sharing in the crab bonanza during the 
month. Reports t eJ.:.i. of remarkable numbers of ::mthusiasts being attracted 
to the r -:, sort which is usuaD.y comparatively des 3rted during the winter 
mnnths. A numb er of phenomenal catch::) s of crabs was reported. Many 
of them we r e fine spec~ens measuring more than 2 feet across the claws. 
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HANDBOOK ON LIZARDS 

Th'> form -::; r director of tln Western Austra:tian Mus sum, 
Mr. L. G-"'.au <;rt, has a11nouno9d th'3 oompl'c;tion of a oogipanion to his · 
hand.book on the snakes of Western Aust:ra~-1. ia,; This follows more than 
nine yBars~ r ':) s earoh in the oJ.assifioation of the 133 speoi9s of 
Wes tern Australian lizards py Mr. G-1auert. The new handbook should 
have a wide app ?,ai. It has b :::vm. d 9signed for the general pubJ..ic as 
we:U. as i''or soi•8ntifio us 3, .and many workers should :find it invaluab1e. 
It lists savera} speoif)S bc,1i-,ved to he new to soisnoe. 

IMPORT-EXFORT ACTIVITY ,. . -

The growing intricacy of our fish trad e was highlighted 
by the arriya1 in Fremantl~ towards the :md of th0 month-of 3 large 

·.consignment .of snap.:.froz 9n N ~w Z,,a ::..and snapp ?r fillets. Thc,y vrc,r:: 
brought in by a larg3 refrig~; r at,::d truck from the eastern Statas and 
were unload '3d into th ?- Fremant1e Co-operative Society Ltd's. fr9 e z ers. 
'.I'he truck then baokJ.oad ~d with Vhs t ,orn Aus traJian frozen whiting and · 
other fish. 

Meamvhil ::i, tln import of Hone; Kong sno.pp?-r h ~ads is 
report'3d to be continuing stc,adi1y to suppl,:i1w"nt th-? supp."Ly of stdmon 
h3acls as crayfish bait. 

PEARLSHELL CATCH CUT 

Th8 Minis t ,,r for Primary Indus try, Mr. Ad 3rmann, in a 
pr8ss stat,8m'.mt, announo"d rCJ03ntly that th CJ take for the Japan ,::S3 
pear1ing fJ33t had 1)83n out to 375 tons this y3ar comp and with 1+ 71+ 
last y3ar. Mr.: Ad ':l rmann a.1.so announced that th3 Japan0s3 fl8::t would 

. again not b ·3 allovnd to opsrat8 on the grounds off the Vhs:tern Australian 
coast thi s s8ason. 

This year's maximwn permi'flsibla catch is by far the 
smallest the Japan ')Sc, 1"~L3"t has b een granted since it commenced work in 
Aust::.·alian Wat,=n~s in -1 953. The maximum s9t in 1956, was 1,000 tons. 
The JapancJse fl:cnt wi11 compris e eleven ships this y-2ar as against 
f'ift93n ::.o.st y-c,ar and it was ,)xpeot2d it would sail from Japan about 
May 28. By agre9m-3nt b3tvn=m th3 Austra2.ian and Japan:JS8 G-ov3rnments, 
th2 f leet would be p P.rmittP.d to fish for shell only on the east3rn 
s 3Ction of' the Northern Territory grounds and in th .. , wat::irs w·3st of 
Torr.3s Strait. Th ?- s 2ason will last untiJ Ootob?r 28.. · 
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Ref3rring to the publicity campaign being conducted to 
increase the demand forpearlshell in the United States, Mr. Ado,rmann 
said that the first r'>ports vn~rci most .:mcouraging. It now app '3 ared 
lik8ly 'that the extrmsive publicity woul.d offset the eff o,ct on the 
pearlshelJ. industry of the improved quality and greater use of pl astic 
buttons. 

INTERNATIONAL WHALING- CONF,ERENCE 

On June 22, the :01mference of the s wenteen-n:atioi: 
International Whaling Convention will op8n in London. Australia wil1 
be represented by tha Commonvn alth Director of Fishe,ries (Mr. F.F. 
Anderson). A pre-convention conference of repro,s entatives of Norway, 
Britain, the Netherlands and Japan fail8d to agro, a on the Antarctic 
whaling quotas, according to a recent pr:=Jss report. The Director of' 
the Japanes 8 Fishsries Board, Mr. Hidio Ok.uhara, who act8d as chairman 
of th o, confer:=Jnce, emphasised, howev~r, that it laid th8 foundation for 
J.ater discussions on th:=J futur -e of Antarctic whaling. Japan had been 
opposed in principle, he stat ?d, to the quota system,. but had agreed to 
further discussions in the hope that a solution might be reached which 
would stabilise whaling opGrations in th9 Antarctic. 

According to Japanes 9 press reports, their delegates 
proposed 8:n al;location of quotas on the basis of the actual catches 

· during the past one or two y '3ars. This would hav e given the Japanese 
fl=n ts a quota of' b3twaen 4,900 and 5,000 whales. Th-=; Norwegian 
delegates, on the other hand, suggested.that the quotas should be based 
on a five-year av9rag3 catqh. This would _ho.ve r ?-sulted in a quota of' 
4,000 to Japan and 5,000 to Norway. ' · 

Mr. Okuhara said that the Soviet Union would ba invited 
to attend (3. further pre-convention m9,3ting to be held in London. 

IRRUPTION OF CATTLE EGRETS 

A telephone m8ssage on May 11 from Mr. C. E. Gibbs, of 
Wanneroo, was the :first .advice the Department received of th,a re-
app earance of cattle o,grets in the South-West. Later it was J. 2.arned 
that th9 Government Entomologist, Mr. C.F.H. Jenld.ns, had obs erved 
fourtG0n in a h3rd of cattle in the Wanneroo district during the 
previou~ week. Reports of furth2r sightings in the metropolitan area 

. app9arad in .th~ pr8ss; t hanks to advic ~ from Mr. G-.B. Harris, of Midland, 
thr o,;:; birds were obs?.rved among catt::i_e in Whiteman' s quarry yards. 
Other birds were photographed at Osborne Park and various correspondents 

reported their presence as far south as Nyabing and Bremer Bay. The 
balief that the birds occasfonal]y seen in the metropolitan area were the 
progeny of cattla egrets introduced into the Kimb "rleys in 1933, has been 
discarded. It was now thought that their oooasiocal appearances are 
due to natural migrations and that they are, at times, quite common in 
the Kimberleys. 
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1959 HERRING SEASDN 

Writing from Fr9mantle,. the District Inspector, 
Mr.- A.K. M.9lsom, advised that the herring season opened at Rottnest 
Is:~and on May 1, when the first three boa.ts to start brought in a 
total of 10,000 lbs. Later, thirteen boats operated in the area. 
Early in the season, Mr. Melsom said, most of the fishermen reported 
that although they had to work long hours the quantity of herring 
caught was graater than in the previous y'ear. · The run, however, 
appeared to be of thin fish and cut out very early. From May 12 
onward, catches declined repidly and the season was practica}1y 
finished by !',fay 19. 

Inspector A.J. B§lteman advised that fishermen using ' 2¼ 11 

mesh estimated that only one quarter of the possi'tlle · catch was meshed 
and some maintained that 3ven 2i-" mesh was not small enough. It vms 
significant, he.said, that th 9 big catches . hed been made by the two 
or thr99 boats which used bea·ch seines. 

NO TIDDLER ! 

A Public Works Departmi:mt employee, Mr. Bi..1.J. Iverson, 
landed quite a large fish at D9rby last mnnth. The fish, a 51 9" 
groper weighing 200 lbs •. , was the largest caught from the Derby jetty 
for many years. Mr. Iverson used a very strong lin8 and 3 lb. of 
bait to hook the fish: w'):1ich had previously broken three reputedly 
strong lines• 

The groper was dragged on to the decking of the 40-foot 
high jet-cy by a winch and- was scaled w'i th a tomahawk! 

. WARNING SOUNDED ON EXPORT HOPES 

Cri tib:Lsms. of statem:mts attributed in the prass to 
the. Manager of the Fremar:i.tle Fishermen's Co-operative, Mro McGowan, 
have been voiced in some informed fishing circles h~re Quring the . 
month., Warnings wer0 sounded that it might be a dangerous approach 
to regard potential markets for octopus and cuttl':lfish as a sidelinci. 
to be exploited should th<:: demand for crayfish subside. It was a:i.so 
pointed out that the production potential of cuttlefish .and octopus 

wo.s far from certain; ind8ed some beli we our grounds· are no;t suitable 
for the dragnetting opqrations used to catch these species.' · Unless 
we can guarantee to supply regu.lar deliveries of uniform quantity and 
quality, our export trade might be don9 mor8 harm than good by aey 
hasty attempt to develop such potentials. 
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. The Mo.:nager of ona fishing ·company also c:ti-ticis8d a 
r9ported. statement thq, t big o;r:-d srs for Snarlt Bay snapp 9r mignt ;' be 
obtainsd :from ov ars8a s buy3~s. ·rt ·was pcint3d '0ut that W9s·tetrr ·:·: 
Australia importsd. a ·oons id'e r tib::_l_ 9_· quo.r\.tity of Hong Kcmg snapp~r ,:, _ ., 
at 2/S p ·9r :1.b.; a price , w¼~.l ,b;"lo•i!i the mi,n,i~mrµ at whicJ:i Shark Bay·· 
sno.pp -,r is sold. It w,ou:}.d h 'j ' •harcl- 'fo ±ma-gj_ne our· compltre.t:ffely 'mgh:Ly 
priced fish se1ling in th8; f i erc B comp2titinn of intGrnationa2 mark9ts 
against :rtsh caught and prOC8:SS ,d by countri ~s. ~Tith ch8ap8r labour. 
Th•3" qua1i~y of our fish ne 9ds to 1n abov9 that of' foreign origin if it 

"is to compet8 ' ·~v ::m on th e, :~ocal marlc :;t. Th3 proposal, r 9cord9d on 
pag3 65 of th8 previ0us issu9, to fi1.~_c,t and snap-freeze 1ar c3 
qu antiti ,,s of snapp8r in Sha:r.k Bay for 3a:J.0 dir.3ct to r etai:1.3rs in 
the metropo:Litan arr:Je. , was ha :~J.-=;d as a more promising mov8. A}though 
she may not be able to afford th3 pric 3s paid by h-er counterpart in 
the Unit ed Stc, t3s , the W9st9rn Australian housewife wou1d buy much 
more fish if it w3r9 off8r3d to h,r in an attractive pack of uniform 
qualityo 

Critics of ths pr3ss reports attributed to Mr. McGowan 
hav 3 sugg9st2d it would b 3 b ett3r t o try to rem8dy difficu1ti3s in the 
1ocal mo.rlCGting of fish, o.nd. to attempt to improve, the grading and 
packinG of craytails, b~f ors w?J -,mthus:'; ov'3r what were d9scribed as 
11 highly improba bl ,~ ovsrs c,as ma rk"; ts 11

• 

'l'ROUT DELIVER.I ~S 

Fou~t =:,-m thousand advanc ·3d :fing:;rlings W3re transported 
in plastic bags to trout .soci =d:;i Bs durinc; th<J month, th8 Ras3arch 
Off ic·':l r, Mr. B.K. Bovr,311, has r =,port9d. On 9ach occasion th0 fish 
arriv0d in -sxc ':)11 ,:mt condition and no loss ':lS w-=;r'l sustain3d. Th3 
fish, which W8r3 t ransport '"d by Technical Officer L.G. Smith, wer e 
d.<;liver '!d to Brid.g3town, Harv ey , Dw-allingup , J arrahdaJ.e a nd B-3vc~rl0y .. 

. Hop ':ls in cons c,rva tinnal circles that the Australian 
outlook tovm.rds nature r --J c.; c, rv9s will impr0.v 1 hav-e risen as e. r qsult of 
the decision of ths Australian Academy of Sci~.mbe to s et up a natinnal 
cornmitt9 8 to advise on all aspects of thes 3 r3Serves in al:l. Scat::,s. 

This is not our snapper, but is V8ry simi1ar to na:nnygai. 
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Besmdes the national committee,whioh comprises some of 
Australia's foremost scicmtists, a sub-committee has been appoint8d in 
each State. The members of th9 sub-committee f'or Western Australia 
are -

Dr. W.D.L. Ride, Director of the Western Australian 
Museum, - Chairman; 

Mr. A.J. Fraser, Director of Fisheries; 
Mr·. A.C·. Harris, Cr,nservator of foreDt.a;: 
Dr. A.R. Main, Department of Zoology-, 

University of W.A.; 
Mr. C\A. Gardner, Government Botanist; 
Mr~ rt.D. Royce, Senior Botanist of the Agricul_ture 

Dept.; 
· DN A.R. Wilson, Department of G,e'.)logy-, University of 

W.A. 
Mr. T.A. Cleave, Divisional Surveyor, Lands Department. 

Dr. Ride, who is a paleozoologist, is also a memb<:r of' 
the Austra:Lian Committee. 

DUCK BAND RECOVERIES 

Hereund ':?r are d3tails of furth,3r duck bands returned 
since the pr9vir- us Jist was publishBd in the January issue of this 
Bulletin - Volume VIII, No. 1. As mora than 100 bands have b~Gn 
r,:iturned during the period, spac9 limitations necessitate only sol!n 
black duck bands ·being r '3cord<:d h<:re. Recoveries of grey teal and 
other sp<:cies will appear in the next issue. 

One o;f the more interesting recov9ries was No. 2330, a 
black duck in its fifth year of banding. It had been ringed at 
Cook's Farm, Moora, on February 14, 1954, and was recovered n:?ar 
Cowaramup on January 1, 1959, about 230 miles from its banding site. 
Unfortunately, age of the bird at banding was not established so that 
we cannot say how old it was when shot but, through further recoveries 
of this nature, the res earch programme will ~wentually giv8 us a 
picture of th~ age structure of the duck population. 

Two oth3r recov3ries worth commenting on ware from 
ducks band8d in th9 Dandaragan district on January 6 and 7, 1957. 
The first, No. 6290, was shot mar McAlinden in the Colli9 district 
on F-ebruary 15, 1959; while the second, No. 6298, was only 18 miJ.es 
from its landing site when it was shot a week earlier at Moora. 

Thes 3 two recoveries and that of bands 11 925 and 11 926 
illustrate the impossibil ity of predicting in which direction ducks 
wiJ.l move. The latter W:Jre banded at Coolup in January of this year. 
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The first, 11925, was recov :::red 34-5 mi:hs away at the Murchison 
Riv.::,r Gros sing on March 8,. ThB second was shot on the Harvey Riv9r 
on March 21, only 25 mile s from its banding site. 

Band No. 6587 was a l so of particular int2r ':Jst as it 
dsmonstratsd a marked 8asterly movs ment of black duck which has 
seldom been so d efinit ely r e corded.. This duck was band':Jd at 
Karrinyup Lake in February, 1957, and was shot 290 mil-':Js away in 
March of this y ear on the upper r eaches of the West River near 
Ravens thorp 0. 

Band 
BANDING RECOVERY i Distance No. 

Date ' PJ.ace Date Place Flown 

1 
I 
! 

I i 
i BJ.ac.k Duck i 
I ' i I i I 

Farm,! 
" 

2330 14/2/54 i Cook's -1/1/59 About 3 miles ! 230 
. , mi~es 

I Moora. S. E. of I 

Cowaramup i 
i I 

7302 29/3/58 l Near Murapi 22/12/58 9 rnil<;s v,2st of I 55 miles 
l Lake, · I Quindanning 
! Woodanilling I District 

7784 12/4/58 
I 

do 3/1/59 Taarblin Lake 45 mil'::S ! 
j 

7600 . 6/4-/58 
. I 

21/12/58 ! do B eermul.l.ah, 175 II 

! via Gingin 

7138 17/1/58 Karrinyup 27/12/58 
I 

Wannamal Lak'3 60 " 
Lake 

I 
7324 ·., 30/3/58 j Mura pin Lake 10/1/59 Dornducking 20 ll 

(mar) Lab:,~ 20 miles 
\ ~:a.st of Wagin 

.6927 4/4-/57 
! 

Que ens Mid-Dec. ' Three Springs . 167 II 

I Gardens . 
! 1957 

6'981 8/4/57 do do do do 

2294 25/1/54 do 57/58 Wanneroo 16 miles 
s eason 

64-01 27/1/57 Craigs Lak0 12/1 /59 Ba1ingup Riv ':l r 120 I! 

Kewdale 



Band 
I BANDING RECOVERY ! Distance 

No. Date Place Date Place Flown 
l ' 

11916 I 14/1/59 I Y anjettee i 18/1/59 Browns Dairy 
I Farm, Coolup I Coolup 

~/5/58 ' 
I 

9/1/59 7972 .. Que~ns 
'j Mouth of 58 miles 

Gardens Harvey River 

7970 do do do do do 

6410
1 

27/1/57 Craigs Lake, 31/1/59 do 57 miles 
i Kewdale 

32681 3/2/55 Cape Riche ? Jan •. C9-pe Riche I I 1959 I 

62981 

I 

7/1/57 8/2/59 
i 

Yere Yere Stn
1 

Ahout 2 miles 118 miles 
Dandaragan ! north of Moora I 

l 

' ' 

1i 929 j 4/2/59 Coolup l 
5/2/59 On Welsley Rvr. 35 miles 

6220 · 1 2/1 2/56 Flagstaff 8/2/59 Jus.t below 
Lake Winnijup Brdge. 67 miles 

Bridgetown 

7869 27/4/58 Karrinyup 31/1/59 Runnymede Swamp 1 90 do 
Lake about 6 miles 

ault Estuary 
north of .LescheT 

4022 12/4/56 Yathroo stn. 10/2/59 Grass Patch ; 390 do 
l 

11911 · 12/1/59 Coolup 8/2/59 Property · o:r. ! 40 do 
D.R. Clarke , I 

-·· "Mayolea" 
Waterloo. 

7261 ·· 11/3/58 · Yathroo Stn, 
Dandaragan 

7/2/59 Lake Clifton 135 do 

7505 4/4/58 Naar Murapin 1/1/59 MeE;lup Swamp 105 do 
Lake i 

6290 6/1/57 Yere Yere Stn • 15/2/59 On River appro~J 200 do 

l 
20 mil,3s from 
Col lie. ! 
(McAlinden ¢1.is. )1. 

. '. ·' 
f, 
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Band 
No. 

BANDUTG RECOVERY ; Distance ------------a•-----'---------....... ---------

ms 

7914-

0098 

7966 

7639 

6520 

1 Date 

12/4/58 

17/12/56 

8/5/58 

20/2/59 

9/5/58 

10/4/58 

15jt1/57 
l 

7/2/57 

8019 1 6/1 /59 

6080 1 8/4/56 

-11 925 1 7 /1 /59 

l 
I 

Place 

: Near Mura pin 
Lake 

Flagsta:f:f Lake 
Woodanilling , 

I 

Queens Gard-ans 

l I Craigs Lake 

l 
I Que 3ns Garden 
I 

! N~ar Murapin 
i 
' I , 

Da te Place Flovm 
!,·--

/ ) · 
7 2/59 t (")ake Meelup 

I 

28/2/59 l Irwin In.ht 

20/2/59 

3/3/59 

' 
r Gr ~en Lake ! 9n,s t of' Snag 
; Isl and 

1 •Que8ns Gardens 

i 
2/3/59 I Lake Toolibin 

I 
21 /1 2/58 I Queerearrup 

j Lake 

:2~/2/59 
! 

l 105 miles 
i 

do 

do 

(Died of' 
Botulism) 

123 miles 

1 mile 

24 mi~.e~s 
I 

I Ya.rthroo Stn~ 
j ' 

I 
l C . L i raigs ake 

I' .,· ,·' ' . 
,· '25/2/59 

I 

1 3 m1l 3s west d ) 
l Moora 
! . -. \ . ' .. I I Wa~amal 11akes 62 mile"s 

K3wdale 

Qu3ens Garde~ 25/2/59 

Yare Yer e Stn 14-/3/59 

Coolup 

N1_;a r Murapin 
Lak8, 

1 
Woodanilling 

I 

8/3/59 

I 

do 

R. Cook's 
property, Moora 

60 

20 

Murchison Rvr. 34-5 
a t crossing of' l 

I • C I main arnarvon 1 

d I'. i roa 

, Swamp 7 miles .. 85 

1 
:from Bunbury J' 

. and 3 miles 3as 

. of the Es tuary 

do 

do 

do 

do 

6378 ! 1 B/1/57 ! Ya throo Stn. 
· Dandaragan 

21/3/59 Moora 16 do 

,· ',, 
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I 
I -Band BANDJNG ! RECOVERY 

No. i Distance 
i Date "\ / Flown :;:,lace /.~ Date __J Place 

. . 

11926 19/1/59 i Coolup ~ 1~/3/59 On the Harvey Rv. 25 miles '·· t I ~i ~ 
7839 23/2/58 I Cape Riche ~ I · V3/59 Nomans Lake 132 do 

11/4/58 
'ti . 

7770 Near Mura~in·\ 13/3/59 Nair'rogin 40 do 
Lake I 

I 
I 
I 

6587 12/2/57 Karrinyup 28/3/59 Upp 9r reaches of 290 do 
Lake We s",:, River. 

Approx. 20 miles 
W8St Of' 
Ravensthorpe 

74-05 3/4/58 N:>.ar 1✓lurc.r: in 26/3/59 Swamp 7 miles 90 do 
Lake from Bunbury 

714-5 17/1/58 KarrinY, t:? ' ~ ."2/ 3/59 Ch±'tt?. ring Lake 35 do 
Le.ke 

7479 3/4/58 Near Mure.pin ? March· w~st Arthur Road 23 do 
Lake 1959 District 

7581 
I 

5/4/53 . ' L0 J!./l+/59 NBar Bokal 18 do 

6190 I l~/5/56 Qu 3-'3IlJ · 5A .. /59 - Head of Estuary, 85 do 
Ga:2a e:1s Bunbury 

7326 30/3/58 Near Murapii:J 26/1/5) Lake Qu -:-·"''."0-~:rup 
.wake via Wagiu 

767~- 1 0/L!/58 N ea:· Mura pin 16/1f-/59 12 miles north 7 mil% 
Lake of' Kojonup 

7668 do do 8/2/59 do do 
I 

3/4/58 15/2/59 7478 I do do do 
I 

I 
74-53 l do do do do do 

1 /1!/58 8/2/59 7:73 l do do do 
I ·1 
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Band BANDING RECOVERY l Distance t------._.-------,------,....;,.;_.;. ___ "--___ ---! 

No. Date 
C 
) 

6902, 4/4/57 

7550 5/4/58 

73l:-1 31 /3/58 

. 7249 9/3/58 

8088 14/2/59 

11'928 3/2/59 

8028 1 8/1 /59 · 

7336 31 /3/58 

66~9 26/2/57 

•7~ 58 I 1 0/4/58 
I 

Place 

Queens Gard.ens 

Near Murapin 
Lake 

do 

Yathroo Stn. 

Craigs Lake 

Coolup 

Queens Gard.ens 

Murapin Lake, 
Wood.ani1ling 

Date Place Flown 

1 8/4-/59 Wannamal Lake 

8/3/59 · · Toolibin Lake 

57 miles 

4-7 do 

18/4/59 Lake Dumbleyung 30 do 

5/4/59 Wannamal Lake 4-3 do 

April .1 Forrestdale 14- do 
1959 I 

19/4/59 
I 

Head of Leschen-1 34-
qult Inlet I 

do 

1/3/59 
! 

Brunty Swamp, ;· 105 do 

25/4-/59 

Narrogin Distric1, 

Bake Murapin, • 
Woodanilling 

Queens Gardens 23 or Ludlow 116 do 

N8ar Murapin 
Lake 

do 

24th 
Dec. 1 58 

? April Woodanilling 
1959 

? April Woodanilling 
1959 

LUCKY B.AND Vr.IN~ERS ANNOUNCED 

Th9 nam93 of five p3rsons, who ho..d r9turned a lucky band 
and -ther9by won a co,s 9 of 500 shotgun cartrid.ggs, were m111ounc9d l ast 
month. 

The comp etition, which was organis1:;d by Imp qrial 
Chemical I ndustri 9s of Austr alia and N8w ZeaJ_and Ltd., in co-oper a tion 
with the D3partm-=rnt, me.de provision f or a possible 50 winners., Before 
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the season commenced the Chief Warden of Fauna selected 50 secret band 
number.s which wer_e lodged at a city bank and opsned after the · season 
clos_ed on May 1 • Th':! successful shoo_te_rs and the details of their 
bird·s .. were as follow . -

T. Mincham, 
135 Chslmsf'ord Road, • 
North Perth. 

F. Neve, 
22a Turner Street, 
Kalgoorlie. 

F. Gibbs, 
1 O Wyn ward Way, 
Thornlie. 

• B. G:~ifford, 
Brookhampton. 

E.J. Moore, 
Three Springs. 

3894 

6902 

7770 

7914-

Grey Teal banded near 
Wardering Lake 25.3.56. 
Shot at Taarblin Lake 
Saturday February 14-~ 1959. 
Flight 43 miles. 

Grey Teal banded M8tcalf's 
lake, Dbwerin, 14.11.57. 
Shot at Hannan's Lake near 
Ka:.Lgoorlie on 11.10~1958. 
Flight 270 miles. 

Black Duck banded Queen',s 
Gardens 3.4-.57. 
Shot at Lake Wannam~l on 
18.4.59. 
Flight 57 miies. 

Black Duck banded Woodan
illing 11 .4. 58. 
Shot at Narrogin 13.3.59. 
Flight 40 miles. 

Black Duck banded Queen's 
Gardens 8.5.58. 
Shot at Green LakB, east of 
Snag Island on 22.2.59. 
Flight 14-5 miles. 

·· The return of- Band 4-4-03 by Mr. F. Neve drew attention to 
the five-year open season for all speci8s in the Eastern Golcifi0lds, 
North-West and Kimbf:)rley divisionso In those arews, where shooting 
pressure is low and duck stocks fluctuate according to weather conditions, 
the season opened •in December, 1957, and will close in 1962. 



CLEARING HOUSE 

READ CAREFULLY -

Her8 is the official U.S. Position 
On the Matter of the 12-Mile Limit 

By Loftus E. Becker, legal advisor, 
U.S. Departrrent of State. 

"Bece us~ of the requirements of our national security 
inter ests and our rBsponsibili ty with r espect to the def::ms9 of the 
fr e9 world, the United States cannot accept an extension of the 
breadth of the territorial sea out to 12 miles, and will s eek in every 
way possible to rCJach an agreement which will provide for a narrow 
t erritorial s9a. • • 

"This objective can b9 achiev8d through mutual co-
. operation, and by meeting the legitimate economic inter9sts of a number 
of states which would then support our position for a narrow t8rritorial 
s ea. 

."Thr,,, success of our efforts will depend largely on our 
ability to solve the -fisheries question• ~ • 

"An arrangement envisaging a narrow territorial sea 
coupled with an exclusive fish9ries zone, which pr3s erves the right of 
those who have historically fished there to continue to do so, would 
accrue to everyone·' s benefit. 

"It would strike a just balance betwe en the interests 
of the coastal stat8 and the interests of fishermen off another state's 
coasts . . . 

. "It iB hoped that the exact forms of such a _compro~se 
can be formulated prior to the 1960 conference ••• 

"Failure to agr?.e on thes e questions of the breadth of 
the territorial sea and fisheries limits at the next conference will 
r esult in extensive unilateral extensions of the territorial sea with 
very grave political, economic, and military consequences for the free 
world." 

( '1'.Pacific Fisherman" Portland_, Ore. April, 1 959.) 
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America Makes a Bid: 

. "Exclusive Fishing Zoner: 
· Wi.ih i::-Hstoric Rights" 

---· ·-•··· - -···-··· ... .•.. -

Law ·qf .the Sea .will dominate much of the serious 
thinki.ng at the National Fisheries Institute convention in New York 
this month - .. 

Just as it did at the San Francisco NFI meeting last 
year -

Just as it will at the meeting in New Orleans next 
·Spring_. 

The subject is vital to American fisheries - and perhaps 
to Arileric:1~ 

It all comes down to this: 
' ' ' 

Th':)tr'.:l.ditional narrow• territorial 
sidered as being bounded oy a ,:three-mile lirni t, 11 

undar heavy fire in rec8nt y9ars by nations whose 
domination vv0uld be wel1 ser·ved by th~ advantages 
torial s9a would pro·ride for their submarines. 

sea, commonly con
has been brought 
ambitions for world 
which a wide terri-

Other nations have sought ext2nded jurisdiction for 
fisheries in efforts to retain these economic advantages of the seas 
along their shor':! for th2ir ovm fish.ermen, to the. exclusion of all 
others. 

In the 1958 Gonferenc$ on the Law of the Sea this latter 
view gained great headway among nations which generally supported the 
narrow territorial s 9a for S8curi ty purposes, . ?::ut wanted a wider zone 
of exclusive fishery for their own nationals. 

The 1953 conference fail9cl to resol ve th3 matter. 
Another has been called for 1 960 t~ make an: end of ·it. A y"3ar ahead, 
the United States is at work to bring the questions of .the territorial 
S <=>a .Lo a conrlu c· ion v·vhic'n \"'].'11 not,.... . ,·· ' ' '•'1 '•P -: : , -,, ·.'· ,-vr ·'. -: ... 7 0f -'.,;.;1"'.) :['_;:- .3a world 

o, l,, l J- ,. - • - IV -- ~ · •• ~ •• ( I~ , ~ , .. _,. • • ~ o... · • •- • • .l,J / 

from c ·.·.' _: /'_~ ·, . impairm::mt, but which at the same time will protect the 
coastal fish8ri·BS· of nations from 8xp1oi tation by the fle9ts of nations 
which have not historiaal1y shared in themo 



This is the meat of the compromise proposal which the 
United States has frankly offered to the world. 

The proposition achoes with formal phras9s: "narrow 
territorial sea, 11 which m9ans the three-mile limit; "exclusive fishing 
zone," which ineans· extension of a nation's authority over :fisheries i:i 
its coastal waters oeyond the three-mile limit; "Historic rights . :: 
which means that nations which have fished historically within the 
"exclusive fishing zone" would be pres9rved in their right to continue 
to do so. 

Americ-.an :fishermen have a vital int9rest in this new 
bid of their nation for a compromise. 

It is not difficult for the ac1J°';9 reader to sense tha-:,: 
if it cannot sell _the "historic rights" provision, th:i Departm '3nt of 
State is prepared to . make a deal fQr a "narrow territorial sea" .and an 
11 8xolusive f'ish9ry zone" vri thout provision' f'or "historic rights." 

The words ·of' an official spok"lsman of the Department of 
State (quoted on page lviii.) make thiti plain, saying: 

"Thr.i Unit8d Stat9s cannot accept an extension of the 
bnadth of the t8rritnrial s 9a out to 12 mil <:is and will S:J8k in ev"or<J 

. way possible to reach an agr?.8m9nt which wi:l.1" provide for a narrow 
t 9rritorial s9a. 11 

· 

He who has ~ars to hear not9s the voic"ls · of Am '3rice . ..., 
fish<irmen par~phrasing th9~ .:: words: 

"Th3 Unit9d Sta t-:, s fish '3ri es cannot accept provision 
for exclusive fishing zones ·which ·do es not also provide for historic 
rights, and will S98k in ev"lry possible way agreements which wil1 
protect those rights." 

("Pacific Fisherman" Portland, Ore,, 
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Fishing Round the World 

A Monthly News Service on Ev~mts Far and Wide 

Spain ••• 

Although the Spanish coast is mor9 than 3,000 km. long, 
and more than hal:f is on the Mediterranean, fish landed in the 
Mediterranean harbours is only about 25 per cent of ths total landed 
in Spain. Since the majority of more popu.1ous towns are on the 
Medi t erranean coasts the majori-cy of fish consumed is brought from the 
Bay of Biscay, and the Canary Islands. In Barcelona, for 3xample, 
only one-third of th3 fish consumed is oaught in Mediterranean waters. 
Th:J r8St comes mainly from tha Bas9-ue J.ands (55 per cent), Canary 
Islands (20 per cent) and GaJ..icia (15 per cent). 

All fish coming into Barcelona must b'3 sold in a Central 
Fish Market, built and administered by the municipal government. 
Every consignment of fish which a rriv8s, by ship, truck or train, 
receives at the municipal boundary a statement upon which is written 
roughly th9 amount of fish carri:ld and th:l time; should the consignment 
not arrive at the Central Fish Market, or should it arrive late, the 
carter can be held r esponsible. At th'3 Central Fish Market th8re are 
a numb er of stalls each allocat8d by the municipal government to one 
fish salesman who receives the fish from the fishermen or, mo+e 
fr9qu ,mtly, from a wholesale d:=:aler. The fish salesman makes th'3 
fish ready for auction in boxes. 

The fish 1anded is sold by Dutch auction in small lots 
by a fishermen's syndicate to the wholesa1er, who conveys it to a fish 
salesman in the Central Fish Marketo This must be done on the same 
day because it is not p<:lrmitt8d to ke'.':lp the fish in stock for more than 
2~ hours. After a 3-day journey from the more distant suppliers the 
fish arrives at its destination, wh8r8, in a Central Fish Market the 
fish salesman arranges the fish for auction to th~etailers who will 
afterwards s eJ..l it in their shops. This procedure,although it 
involves handling th=; fish thr99 tim8s, <::nsur':)S a r9liabl'3 supply and 
adequate insp ection. 

("World Fishing" London.., April, 1 959.) 



. Fb~1ei·men Want To Control The Market 
f ;• : -,.--....----·- ........... 

Fishermen will shortly ask State Government to appoint 
a Fish Board to control the industry in N.S.W. and to implement the 
recommendations of the 1953 Inquiry on Fish Marketing. 

The Union of Regional Fishermen's Co-operative Assoc
iations of N.S.W. decided this at a meeting this month. 

The 1953 inquiry into fish marketing was conducted by a 
committee, comprising Mr . C.J. King; Chief of the State Marketing 
Bureau; Mr. A.G. Kingsmill , now Under-Secretary, Chief Secretary's 
Department, and Mr. G.J. Boreham, Deputy Registrar of Co-op~rative 
Sooie~:· .. es in N.s.w. · · 

Its recomm-':lndations W":)re not adopted by State Government. 

Th~ 0o~~tte e reco~~end3d establishment of a Fish 
Au-':hori ty, ( or Boar ,:l), consisting of' ssven m3mbers appr:iinted by the 
Governoro T!1e chai:;:,ma.n t0 b e nominated by the Minister and the 
r em1ining me~oer c to be ~3~resentatives of producers, nominated by the 
Minis t9r on the following 1Jasis: ... 

I::ree f1rom nominations submitted by the co-ops. \Arhich 
may b2 aided. to by t;1.e Gover-nor. 

operators., 

Two from now~nation3 submitted by the steam trawlers. 

Gne from nominations submitted by th':l s Bine boat 

(Sinc 3 the inquj_ry was concluded, steam trawlers have 
been put out of lJusi!less and seine boat op :;:rators no longer exist as 
an organ:1.:::ed bod.:r. Th=i co-ops. now have the field to themselves). 

Wide powers were propos ::1 d in the 1953 recomm13ndations 
for a Sta~e §ish BcarQ. 

Tn/3 board would b9 responsib1e for the conduct of the 
Sydney Fi3h Market and branch% with specific pow""rs to und~rtake the 
purchase, sale , supply and distribution of fish and "other foods ·~uffs. 11 
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It wou..l.d n f'ix 11 wholasal 9 prices, is sue licences, create 
fish districts, manufacture and sell ice and fix charges for the sale 
of fish inside and outside th9 market. 

Although the recommendations of the 1953 Inquiry were 
nev9r adopted by th9 Government, in 1954 it s et up a Fish Advisory 
Committee, as a step toward producer control • 

. The Advisory Committe9 was disbanded because the Steam 
Trawler and S.eine Boat Owner representatives r efus ed to work under 
Mr. Buttsworth, former Unde~Secretary of the Chief ·Secretary•s 
Department., 

In a lett9r to the Minister, Mr. KeJ.ly; the trawler 
owners said that so J.ong as the mark0t r emains under its present 
departmental .control, an Advisory Committee is completely powerless to 
improve its functions. 

11Any suggestion that the setting up of the Advisory 
Committee gives produc~rs an immediate voice in the running of the 
market is a ·compl9te myth", it said. 

The trawler owners pointed out that th :J 9stabJ_ishment 
of a Fish Authority merely meant changing from control by the Chief 
Secretary as Corporation Sole to control by an "Aui.hority" completely 
dominated by the Chief' Secret ary. 

The change would be in name only and vvould be ineffective 
in dealing with marketing problems. 

So the businessmen wal ked out and left the industry to 
the bureaucrats. 

( "Fish Trad8s Review" Sydney, N. S. W. Apri1, 1959) 

Submarines for Fishing? 

An idea r':wently suprni tted to the Food and Agriculture 
Organisation in Rome suggested that th9 day might come when submarines 
would be us ed for f'ishing. This was stated by Dr. D.B. Finn, Director 
of' the Fisheries Division of FAO, in his r 8marks made during last Monday's 
opening session of' the Second World Fishing Boat Congress, held in Rome. 

Dr. Finn stress ad that his staff, although hard-hgaded 
realists, wer9 quite capable of using enough imagination to consider the 
possibil iti es in such ideas as this. 

( "Fishing N ev:rs 11 · London. April 10, 1959.) 


