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STAFF NOTES. 

T~e Director, Mr. A. J. Fraser, will l9aVe Perth by air for Can­
berTa on August 3 to attend a . conference called by the Minister for Customs 
and Excise. Problems arising from the dual control of imports and exports 
of faun~ and the desirability of uniform protection laws, will be discussed. 
On August 28, Mr. Fraser will accompany the Minister for Fisheries, Mr. Hut­
chinson, to -Geraldton. 

The Fauna Protection Officer, Mr. H. B. Shugg, accompanied by the 
Government Botanist, Mr. C. A. Gardner, will fly to Wittenoom Gorge on Aug­
ust ],l. They will discuss with representatives of the Tableland Road Board 
the c.ontrol and future development of the flora and fauna sanctuary at Dales 
Gorge. 

The Research Officer, Mr. B. K. Bowen, returned to Perth from 
Bernier and Dorre Islands on August 28. He was accompanied by Dr. w. D.L. 
Ride, Director of the Western Australian Museum, and Mr. R. D. Royce, Senior 
Botanist, Department of Agriculture. A report on .the results of the survey 
of the Island will be presented to the next meeting of' the. Fauna Protection 
Advisory Committee. 

Technical Officer R. J. McKay will complete his tour of .duty on 
tne "Bluefin" on August 5 and will resumB normal duties under Captain H. c. 
w. Piess<:l on the research vessel "Peron". Mr. MC:Kay 1 s place on the "Blue­
fin" will be taken by Mr. P. D. Lorimer, Technical Adviser to _the Fisheries 
Division, Department of Primary Industry. · 
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Technical. Off'icer J. S. Si11:n,son oomplet::d 'l:J.is trout work at Pem-
berton on July 13 and rettirnsd to Head OffiC.3o ' . ' ' 

_·:-.. -. -- -- - . 

The Chief Clerk; Mr. B·~ R~ ia:vil1et i,nli ·cor.imenc-e annual leave 
early next month~ . 

Senior Inspector Mr. J. E. Munro will resume duty after .annual .· 
leave on August 3. 

· Mr • . G .• C. Ferguson, of H,9ad Office, wi:i.1 ,enter C . ~ii~F. camp at 
Northam, on August 9, to undergo a further 14- days : training .. . 

Inspector J. Tray::-,-:,:" compJ.eted a period of speci~l duty at Den­
mark on July 26 and has r BS urned no1.·mal duties in the metropolitan district. 

The Fauna Warden, Mr. S. w;, llowJ.er, wi11 accc;rni:pa1iy the. Super: .. 
intendant of Aerodromes, Mr. Martin, anrl an enginser of. .Bi:.U .. ;B!'os :pty~ : Ltd.._, 
Mr. Bell, on a visit :'co West WalJ.abi Island in the Abrolhos on Augt.ist io. ' ' 
The visit is being made to carry out a IJreJ.irainary survey in connection ,vi th 
a proposal to establish a holiday resort and a landing strip on the Islarnlo 

.. ~ ,, .. 

. PERSONAL PA¥.._9-_&\?HS 

. .. . . . • Messrs D. ·J • . Rochforp.; Princ:i:.pai, Res;~i-·oh Offiq8r, ~nd J. Stani~ 
for.th, · Tl;;lchn:i,ci3-l ll,ssistant~ .· of, . the Division of Fi~heries and O cea:µography, 
C.S.I.R.O., were visitors to this State towards th8 end of la:,:;t morith~ The,1 
had travelled from Sy dney in H. M.A.S. "Diaraantina" whicn wiil undertake 
oceanographic cruis8s in the north-sastindian Oc3an on behalf of C.S.I.R.O. 
The first cruis3 will commence in Octobsr of' this year and a second in Feb­
ruary, 1960, and al together apout 17,000 mjles v1ilJ be .coyered. . Messrs 
Roc];lford and Staniforth will again Join "Diamantina·ri for . thsse. cruises ,, - . . ,. 
the purpose. ,of the present. trip wa~ · to test ths scientifi.c .~ quipment with .. 
which t .he vessel has been fitted. - . 

I ; 

I 

I 
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Congratulations ar.e offered to '.Dr. · R. G. Chi ttleborough and Mr. 
K. God:frey of the Division of _Fisheries and Oceanography. The former has 
b een promoted from Research Officer to Senior Research officer, and the 
latter from Technical Assiptant to Technical officer. 

Two _well-known fishermen- from Robe, South Australia, Messrs. A. 
J. Miller. and R. G. Smith, ara currcmtly visiting this State. 1fossrs 
Miller and Smith hava been crayfishing and sharkfishing for a number of 
years in South Australia's South-East, but by r.19ason of what th~y describe 
as a declining fishery they are investigating the prospects of transf3rring 
to Esperance or 9lsawh'3re on our south coast. 

Mr. M. Drinah, accompani ed by his brother Jack and two other crew 
members, arriv8d in Fremantle during the last week in July aft 3r having 
sailed the 70-foot prawn trawler "Nanango 11 from Sydney. Mr. Drinan is here 
to prospect prawn occurrenc8s in the North-W?.st. 

The Minister for Fish-eries (Mr. Ross Hutchinson) has b 8en con~ 
fined to his b ed at his home and in the Repatr~ation G_8neral Hospital, 
Hollywood, as a result of the r8currence of a complaint contracted while 
on war service. 

The Regional Indus t rial Officer, Mr. FogartY, of tho Co n:·;onrna\th Dep 
artment of Labour and National Service, visited Broome on July 12. He was 
accompani8d by Indonesian officials, Messrs Narto and Sutardjo, who were in­
vestigating the conditions under which their nationals W'3re domiciled in the 
Broome area. The party was met on its arrival in Broome by · the Pearling 
lnspector, Mr .• R. J. Baird.. Th'e visitors had discussions with the President, 
Mr. A. S9 Male, and othe r @embers of the Broome SheJ.lers' Association. They 
also attended a meeting of repres entativ?-s of the Indonasians. living at 
Br.oome. 

Since his raturn to Perth, Mr. Fogarty .has written expressing 
his . confidence that a .favourable report would be submitts:d to their Govern-
ment by Messrs Narto and Sutardjo. He also sxpressed his appreciation of 
the hs:lp extend9d by Mr. Baird. 
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SALARY ADJUSTMENTS. 

The Public Service Commissioner has advissd that two salary 
adjustments have been approved to take effact in Ju~y. 

The first is the r2sult of the normal half-yearJ.y review of salary 
rates in other States on July :., 1959, and wi}.:1. take effect from July 3. 
It wiJ.1 involve an increase in ~he marginal allowance of £9 a y3ar to a ..... :. 
in rsc3ipt of a margin of"£317 per annum and above. Th:) al:: .. owance to 
officers in r8c~ipt of a sma2.hr margin wi11 be r3duc3d proportionately. 

Th3 s2cond follows the lift in the basic wag2, and maans an 
increase from July 27 of £9 p.a. for adult· mal9 offic9rs stationed in 
the metropolitan ar2a, £8 for the S0uth-west Land Division, and £5 in 
other districts. 

J:MPORT"GD v IOCAL FTSI-I. 

Late last year approaches were made to the Minist8r for Fish­
eries that action be initiated either to reduce the volume of imports of 
fish arriving from ov::)rseas, or to increass the Customs duties payabl8 
on such fish, so as to increas e the sale of loca:tly-produced fish. It 
was pointed out that imported lines were retailinc at such a low figure 
that it was virtually impossib].e for local fisherm '.m to compete. 

The l-:iinister made a cas'.3 to the Minister for Trade in Canberra, 
asking that the Tariff Board ~nquire into the two points raised. At the 
same time the Minister for Fisheries in each of the other States was asked 
whether he would support this State. 

In reply the thnistsr for Trade mention::d that thr;e earli8r 
Tariff )?oard enquiries had been held. On aach occasion, . however, the 
Board had .found that ther•a was no justification for 3ither increasing 
duties or reducing imports. 

The repli ::s r2.ceiv ed from the eastern States indicated that 
we could ,expect only lukewarm support, if inde-sd any support at all, 
from some, and tha enquiries madG ~y the Fishermen's League its"3lf • 
showed that no great support could be expect-3d from the fishermen's 
organisations in -~oth8r parts of Australia. 

The League has now decided, after considBring a r . asp3pts, ·· 
not to proce'.3d furth::r with th :i matbr. 

Ackno~vledgem3;nt: 

B~ock of Mr~ Bogg (P. J.13) by courtesy of "Fish3ri:)s I'fawsl3tter". 
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FISHERIES HEAD CI-i4NGES IN SOtJTij AUSTRALIA. 

llir._ F. W. l.k1orhous .9, since 1936 Chief I:hsp:3ctor of Fisheries and Game 
for South Australia .:. his ·clesign'.a iion \-vas r8ceµt1y , altered to Director and Chiaf 
Inspector - has reach3d the retiring age, and .on July 3l lef't Ad<:;J.aid3 with his 
wife fer an extended visit t6 Eng~and. . .Born in Brisban<; on D.ecBmber 1, 1894-, 
Mr. Moo;,.·house ear'.Ly dev9loped an interest in birds ·and animals and. wilq].if'e 
ggnerally. Afier ·service in Egypt and France with the first A.I.F., when -· 
he was t wice wounded· in action, he ·spent som:J time <:;Xploring the isl ands of 

New G'ruinea and the Great Barrier Rgef. He 
then read for a science degree -at . the Univ'.:.. 
ersity of Queensland and on graduatioµ was . 
appointed a memb8r of the Great Barrier Reef 
Expedition of 1928-29. He studied the lif'e 
history of the trochus, an important product 
of the Queensland fisheries, and afterwards, 
having . in the meantime been appointed marine 
biologist to the Queensland Government, ex­
tended his r esenrch to sponges~ beche--d9-mer, 
edible oysters and mu.~~et. Subsequent work 
on the life history of the gr<:;en turtle earned 
f'or him the degree of ti.Sc. 

· ·· In 1935 he joined the then C.S.I.R. 
as -marinci biologist, but _s 6on afterwards -res­
ign 9d to · :take . up. his South Aus traliari appoint-

Mr. F . . W. Moorhouse, M. Sc. ment. With characteristic energy Mr. Moor-
house set to work to import new ideas and new 

techniques into what was then a somewhat backward industry. Du,r:ing his· .tenure 
of office considerab;.e advances were made and n ew f'ish9ries based on crayfish, 
sharks, salmon and 'tuna sprang into being, 
canneries were established and net-fishing was 
developed. 

Mr .. · Hoorhouse was a vigorous admini­
strator, and his co1'.Leagues in other States, ' 
and fishermen genera:..ly, wD.:::. miss his direct 
and forthright sty~~e'. 

. As his successor, Mr. Allan C. Bogg, 
s::mior research of'f'ic8r of t he Fisheries Div­
ision, Department of Primary Industry, Can-
berra, has been appoint~d. Mr. Bogg, who is 
35, is a nativ-'3 o:f New South Wales. He serv­
ed with the A. I.F. from J.94-2 to 2-94-6 and after 
discharge became a student at the University 
of' Sydn9y. Upon graduation as Bachelor of 
Economics in 1950, he joined the Commonwealth 
Publi9 Service_. . A year or two later he was 
promoted to a position in the Commonwealth 

· Ffaheries Office. For· f'our years during the Mr. A. C. Bogg, B. Ee. 
f'oimative stages of the Commonwea:~th ad.minis- . 

. ·, ., , :t;ration, Mr. Bogg actsd as personal research off'icer to the Director. 



In 1956, during a perfod of special lE!_ave; _he was in Britain, 
where he served vdth the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food and 
with the White Fish Authority. In the course of his duties he visited 
_most of the major fishing ports, many of the processing and canning works, 
anc1. the main oarketing centres in the United Kingdom. Since his return 
to -Australia, , Mr. Bogg has been officer-in-charge of the Economics and 

-Statistics Section of the Fisheries Division. 

To both Mr. Moorhouse and Mr. Bogg, this Bulletin extends its 
best wishes: to the former for many healthy, happy years in retirement, 
and to the latter for many successful, fruitful years in administering and 
developing South Australia's fishery and fauna resources. 

PEARL AND TROCHUS SHELL. 

_ Figures released by the Department of Primary Industry for the 
pearling year 1958/9 (Febo 1, 1958 - Jan. 31, 1959) show that activity in 
the M.O.P. and trochus shell industries was well below the level of the 
1957/8 period. According to the Department, the number of Australian 
vessels fell from 139 to 116 and employment decreased by 54 to 1,460 per­
sons. 

The slowing down of effort affected all three pearl shell prod­
ucing regions, Western Australia, Queensland and North8rn Territory. Al­
together production from Australian luggers totallsid 1,281.i- t(ms o_r 3afo less 
than in the immediately preced;Lng season. Moreover, reports in relation to 
the Japanese fleet operating :m :t;he Arafura Sea show that its ·take of M.O.P. 
shell dropped from 702 in the ~previous year to only:475 -tohs'.:i.n 1958/9. 
The production of trochus ~ virtually confined to Qu~ensland - went down 
from 548 tons to 420 tons. This is a continuation of the downward trend 
during the past several y ears. 

The following production tables are interesting -

Western Australia 
Queensland 
Northern Territory 

Queensland 
Other 

PEARL SHELL (Tons) 

1955/6 

652 
482 

-11?. 
1,309 

----
TROCHUS (Tons) 

1955/6 

939 
6 

945 

1956/7 

894 
503 
261 

1,658 

1956/7 

848 
--2 

853 

1957/8 

995 
505 

_ill 

1,839 

1957/8 

539 
---2. 
548 

1958/9 

750 
397 
137 

1,284 

1958/9 

410* 
10 
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Competition from plastics is largely r esponsible for the slacken­
ing of activity in these two fields. This has brought about considerable 
stockpiling~ particularly of shell below the best grades. A substantial rBd­
uction in pricss is anticipated. In total, M.O.P. exports were slightly in 
excess of £Al million during 1958/9, the principal buyers being in the u.s.A~ 
West Germany and the U.K. 

In an attempt to boost sales, the Commonwealth Gov9rnment has con­
tributed something like £40,000 to a promotion fund and producers and buyers 
have also subscribed substantial sums. The Government of Western Australia 
has this year granted £5,000 towards the cost of the ca□paign. 

ABROLHOS TRAGEDY. 

Th8 accidental dro½ning of professional fisherman, Richard Lumley, 
occurred during the height of a storm at Little Pigeon Island in the Wallabi 
Group of H0utman1 s Abr0lhos on July 24, 1959. A report of the occurrence 
has been receiv'3d from Inspectors H. D. Kavanagh and E. I. Forster, vrho were 
aboard the "Ko0ruldhoo" which was anchor:Jd nearby at the tine. Mr. Lumley 
attempt.ed to swim tn his boat "F:Lnrc:nce" which was moored about 50 yds from 
the landing. He disapp-3ared when only a few feet from the boat and it is 
understood that his body had not been recovered when w'-3 went to press. The 
shocking conditions caused by gale-force winds prevented effective rescue 
action being taken either by our inspectors or other fishermen close at hand. 
A press report indicated that profsssicnal fisherraen will start a benefit 
fund to aid Mr. Lumley' s bzreaved family, to whom om~ sincc:re sympathy is ex­
tended. 

CHEAP SNAPPER SNAPPED UP. 

The arrival, on July 12, of the first consignr.rnnt of new-season 
snapper catch from Shark Bay attract":,d thousands of eager buyers· to Frern­
antle. The consign□0nt was believed to be a r~cord catch for one boat. 
It had been taken by the n3w aluminium-alloy r~reezer boat "Our Lady of 
Fatima", using fish-traps t o secure lBr catch instead of the normal hand­
lining methods. The use of traps has b een adopted by a number of boats 
this season as they appear to bs most efficient during the snapper run. 

The Managing Dinctor of the W .A. Fishermen's Markets Ltd., Mr. 
s. Cicer::,llo, was reported as saying that his company had s old 25,000 lb 
of snapper in four days but it still could not be sold quickly enough to 
make room for the catches coming in. Mr. Cicerello said that the fish 
traps enabled a boat to secure its maximum J.oad in much less time than was 
taken by hand-lining. Radio-telephone facilities were used to overcome dis­
tribution prnbleos and to report the amount of fish corning forward f or sale. 

"LA.AKANUKP 9AI LS. 

The 120- foot licensed fishing boat "Laakanuki II sail-::id from Fr a-­
mantle at 6 a. m. 0n July 9 to operate during the snapper run in Shark Bay. 
Registered in the name of the Western Trawling Pty. Ltd. of North Fre .. 
mantle, she was skippered by Mr. R. Waters, formc:rly of the "Trident". 



\ l , __ t' I 

TROUT FISHING RECORD. 

We are very grateful to i'ilr . Ro G. Agn~w, of N::;d1ands, who has 
donated to the Department a i:ieticulousJ.y kept record of trc1ut caught dur­
ing the 1958/59 season. Mr. Agn,m r::corded the date and locality of the 
catching and tha sex, length, weight and stomach cont,mts of each fish and 
whether it was a rainbow or a brown trout. He also noted the lure or bait 
used. 

Of the 155 trout caught during the last cpen season, 98 were kept 
2.nd the reraaind3r r eturned as undersiz .9. The average length and weight 
of the males was s :l.ightJ.y in excess of the females, although the long.est 
and heaviest fish caught were both fenale rai.nbows. The average length 
of malas was J.4.6 inches, and that of f 8mal8s 14-.25 inches. Males averag":ld 
21.2 ounces in weight compared with 19.9 ounces by females. Th9 longest 
fish Mr. Agnew caught was 22¾ inches , with a weight of 3 lb 12 oz. The 
heavi est was a 4 lb 2 oz fish which moasur8d 21 inches in ]_ angth. Stomach 
contents consist 3d ma.inly of gi:~gi::;s and grass-hoppers. A few frogs and 
some insects of unknown specias were r 3corded in a few cases; one or two 
fish contain::,d pygmy p3r0h, and ons had a bird•s wing-bone. 

ABROLHOS CRAYFISHlfiltY. 

A tabl8 showing d8tails of crayfish production in the Abrolhos 
area during June appears on page 1.·:_7_, 

The increasa in fishing intensity ancl overall production and the 
faJ...,_ in the catch-p 3r-man, has c0ntinuad. Vi/hil3 the latter does not appear 
to be serious, it should b9 borne in mind tha t the area being fished has 
expanded. The continua}. working of naw grounds may disguis9 to some degree 
the true state of the fishery in the Abrolhos area prop~r. 

It is obvious that production this year will exceed last year's 
total of 3,276,132 lb. 

TI1CREASED ALIDWJiliCES. 

Th ,~ Public Service Commission?.r has ins t ruct'.'ld that r::imbursement 
rates for trav31J.ing, transfer ancl r3lieving expenses will be increas9d by 
1/- p er day from July 1 . The rates to be claimed by officers from that date 
are as follows:-

Travelling 

Transfer 

Relieving 

For the f irst ll1- days - 43/- per day. 
_l\fter 14 days in the one pJ.a ce - 4.0/- p?.r day. 

4-3/- per day 
N.B. - Limit?.d to 14 days. 

For th ~ first 21 days - 43/- p3r day. 
after 2:'.. days - 20/- per day f0r marri9d men and 
12/- per day for single men~ 

The reimbursem'.:mt rate f or meals r3mains at 8/- per mea~!... 



Mr. R. Saunier, manager of the comp a ny was a~tso on board when the "Laakanuki" 
sailed in the company of the fishing boo.t l!Sambon, She was :!..ater followed 

-to the grounds by th8 "Ar:'..es" and ilNor□ari. 

Th8 "Laakanuki" a rrived in FremantJ.e f:?'.'om Sydney on :B,ebruary 5, 
1959, after having been purohas8d f'roin the lfav-y- in which she had serv8d 
as a refrigerated lightor. She undervrent an 9Xtensive refit, during which 
her freezer engines were mov ed forward, to pro"\·ide 4.0 feet of clear deck 
space amidships for hand.~:..ing· and pi~oces.sing hsrr catch. W:\-th a registered 
tonnage of 179 tons, the r,Laakanul.d" is the :i.argest r 8frig'3rat8d fishing 
boat on the coast. · Sl:i .3 ha;s . a fre-ei ~t capacity o~ 6,600 cubic feet and can 
snap-freeze thr~e· huri9-red, and. . twehty 25-lb boxes of c:0

.:~:,;;:;, She will be 
··taking si~ . fish-traps on board and w~ll also handle fish from the other 
catcher boats. 

30TH PARALLEL BAN TO REMAIN~ 

The Min:j.ste;r- for Fisheries, Mr~ RossHutchinso~ has rafus:;d a re­
quest that fishermen should be allO\ved to operate fr9ely in Geraldton and 
Fremantle waters. Th3 requ-3st · was inade by a foul'.'··rnan deputation .from the 

. Confederation of Licensed FishBrmen which met the Minister on July 10. The 
Director, Mr. Fraser, was also pres:int. 

Mr. F. Del Rosso, \vho was describea. as the principal speaker for 
the Confederation~ said that fisherr.1en should .b e ab1e. ·co operate in any area 
they chose. Mr. Hutchinson told the cleputa·:~5.on. tllaJc th9 r esJcriction, which 
prevented any boat from operating both norin. and south of ths line in any one 
year, was designed to protect important industr~ .. n:i. es-f::i1.·0J..ish;nsnts at Gerald­
ton. He add8d that al though h8 syr:1patl1isecl with the Fre:r..antle fishermen's 
problems, it was necessary to encou::.'age induc,tl•ia:'.. d ,3csnt.ralisation and for 
that reason the restriction had to re□ain o E8 was satisf'i::id, he said, that 
Fremantle cray fishermen earned a raasonabJ_;=l livi:ngo 

Mr. w. Hattley, a fisherman of Marga.riJc River, l'ecovered yet 
another American band from a giant petrsJ_ last m:::mt~.~ 'l1lrn bird, which 
was washed up on the beach near Margaret River, carried U~So li'ish and .Wild 
I.,ife Service's band number. 528-10703.. This •,ms the sixth Am~rican band 
reported to the Department this winter. 

KANGAROO . RESEAR__QH . BY __9. S~J;:JhQ. 
. . 

Mr. H. J. Frith, Principal R?-search Off:i.cer, Wildlife Survey 
Section, C.S.I.R.O., will comElence a J.ong-term study of the biology and 

.. habits of the Red Kangaroo& Graziers i:i. many parts of Australia, par-
.t;i.cularly ili vrnstern Naw South Wales, have h .3.en concern ed at the build-up 
in numbers of the animal. Th::Jir :requ ~s-c that C_.s.,:i:.R,O. should define a 
practicable mass-destructio·n method has receive¢!. · tho approval of the Common­
wealth Government. · Techniques developed during the recently ccimpleted fovr­
year survey of the Euro at Woodstock Static:i in the Pilbara, will be used. 
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ABROIBOS CR.AYFISHERY. 
'-'"- =·-·--

I I 
i ii JUNE 1958. JUNE 1959. ' ! ii ; 

Area •. I 
d No . i Catch No . Catch I 

ii i Total Tot al i of I of ii lvian. ~ Catch. per Catch. per 
I ; ivian. Men. Man. 

II lb. lb. lb, lo. --, 

i 
j 

I: 
lj 

23,936 \ North Island ,. 
17 1,408 it ,, 

:; i. I ,_ 

Wallabi Group ,; 50 89,573 1,791 
j; 
F ' 66,620 Easter Group I 52 1,281 II 
!: : 
I: i Southern Group I; 23 28,933 1,033 ,_ I 11 
t~ 1 Ii 

!209, 062 Total: " 147 l l,422 ,, -,-
lt i 

-

Total for four 
do 
do 
do 

months (iv!nrch - June) ­
do 
do 
do 

VISITING SCIENTISTS. 

4-1 

58 

55 

34 

188 
l 

1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 

4-1, 614- 1,015 

95,526 1,64-7 

78, 74-8 1,4-32 

33,518 986 

24-9,4-06 1,326 

2,119,288 lb 
2,521,536 " 
2,886,110 II 

3,181,049 " 

In addition t o the distinguished scientists and administrators 
attending the ANU.1 .. AS Conference in the last week of this month, a number 
of biologists will visit this Stat e in the next few weeks. 

Dr. Mary E. Gillham, Lectur ::,r in Bntany 'at the Univ ersity of 
Ex0ter, England, will study the plant 3cology of as many of our offshore 
islands as possible. In addition to Rottnest, Garden and other local 
islands., she hopes to visit the Archipelago of the Rech::rche, the islands 
off Albany and the Abrolhos, · 

Dr. KJ.. c.us Ir.m1elmann, of Wiesbaden, Germany, int3nds to further 
his studies of thG bioloc;y and behaviour of Australian finches and will 
work mainly in the far north, using the Kimberley Research Station as his 
h8adquarters. 

Dr, Graham Brown, Associate of the National Museum of Victoria, 
will collect natural history specimens in the Kimberieys and intends to 
visit Wyndham, Darby, and Broome. Scientific knowledge of the fauna of 
this area is sadly lacking and it is expected that Dr~ Brown's contribu­
tion will bB extremely vaiu~bleo 

' ; 
! 

i 
I 

! 
i 



CLEARING HOUSE 

What SJ2!:.ed Should An E~gine Run? 

Irf ev~ry fi3;:td . of industry anq. transport, the trend has 
b ~en to turn maqhin i,fy fast er :.·" The faster engin0s are niade to :burn; 
the smaller a:i;td. ' i:i;ghter. they lliay be for a .giv'3n power output._ The 

-:sfualler ail,d light;er (witthiri limits) they--are, the -l'es s ·expensive they 
· become. · · 

Sco_ttish fishermen have used D:i.es~l engin~s in the 1,000 
r~p.m. _range for 'many years; and althot.gh it is only since the war 

· that English owners '- of seix).ers have adopted this· class of engine, · 
they are considered well proved in th3 field. Now, only the diehards 
claim that Scandinavian semi-Diesel, or e qually · slow-running full- •• 
Diesel is superior t'o t:\le moderate speed British Diesel ( the diehards 
.actua1:1.y c~ll 1,000 ~.p.m. "high speed"). They have _ often irked me· by 
suggesting that, "b"B oause tl_le Danes mostly have semi-Diesels, we must 
be wrong to us e anything higher revving/' but, aware that the Danes -. 
_were now adop'ting high-sp~ed engines, I for one, had been content that 
British fishP-rm~n were leading . in this field., and was ple~sed to note 
that some· British engines were now bBing install~d in Danish boats~ 

·Revoluti6h. in revoluti~. 

Very recently however, I haq the opportunity to examine 
an interesting ep.gine iµsta)..lation, in a _Dapish seiner landing in 
this country, ·and S:vhile it was an eye--ojl'ener for -:the .dieha:rds who had 
(?Onsidered British engines too fast revving, it also set me wondering 
if :the Danes were getting· a· jump ahead of us again, ir+,.the matter of 
ma:ohinery for ·seiners ~ 

. The ·.engine; wluch replac8d a semi-Diesel, was a 2,2-00 r~p.m; 
, ?05 h.p. ·s w8dish "Penta''~ Basically a straight six · truck enginB,•r whioh 

w:1eri normally aspirated developed 130 h.p. at 1, 6db r.pQm., this: marine 
version was turbo-blown and intercooled to· run at th ?- higher rating~ 
Seventy-five normally aspirated engines of this type had ~lready b3en 
ins'.talled, vmen this particular skipper/o wner, unabashed with 1; 600 . 
r.p.m. had for the sake of' high8r power for occasional herring trawl'­
ing, glad.J.Jr accepted the super-charging and higher rop.m. together 
with a considerable saving of capital expenditure, and was we.µ , 
pl_eased wi_th his bargain. 2,200 r.p.m. is high speed· for a Diesel; 
but this engine ptrrred 1±1<:9 a pussy cat and did t he job required of it, 
and even if, as one 3ngineeI_' remarked, · "Pussy-cats spit when they get 
tired" a replacement wil2. not cost very much. · 

. _Th~ c;iomp].Eite :i,nstalla t±oil wi1.r, · y ~ry . tidy, arid the ov9ta.Ji· 
• 1iirigth including pov;er transmissions· at each end and propellor conti-ol 
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gear, was approximately 10 ft. A winch drive clutch and reduction 
gear was mounted on the fore end, and the controllable pitch 
propellor was coupled to the engine through a. l+:1 reduction gear and 
dry plate clutch. Closed circuit fre:.h water cooling was provided, 
using an engine mounted, combined oil and ·vvatar cooler. The sea 
water discharge from th3 cooler was used to eject the bilge, the only 
meohanical means provided. · Awash-deck pump w~s driven off the winch 
drive shaft. 

What is the· sigm..f'icance of this very high-.speed installat­
io:ri.~ ancl the seventy-five normally aspirated engines. of the same> type? 
High rev ·engines · are being proved, and it has b qen · shown possible to 
make a neat, simple anc1 economical inf;J'tallatfon. Eoononiios ·· must be 
given prime consideration in thes e days of high costs and if we are to 
oompete with ~ther oountri_es· we must use machinery which is at least as 
economical as -theirs. There arG 3XCellelit Briti:::h.-niade ·Diesels in the 
1,SOO · r.p.m. range _and pressute charging is often available if required. 
Brit:tcih sngineers and fish~rmen should be in the forefront of any 
developments and they sho_ul.d :get togeth :c-, r Without delay if they do _ not 
want to be :left behind. !f Pelops". · ·· · 

( "'W??'Wl Fishing" .. London. - June, 1959.) 

· River Board--would iik:,3 · to Demolish ''Parson's Trap' 

Should the Rev. David O gaen, Vioar _ 9f C ookerham (L1:1,ncs.) 
give up his anoicmt right to the "Parson's Catch''- of' fish, taken twice 
a mon,-J;4 from the wattla :f'.ish trap in th.e estu9:ry of the River Lune. 
This is the .. probl::;im facing the Lancc1.sl;i:ire Rive.r Board, and the new 
91Nl+e·r$ of the trap - lmow:1:1 J,ocalJ.y ·as ·a baulk - whci 6onsid3r it a danger 
to·: f':fshing and would l.µ: i '· t¢ _ demolish it; says a special correspondent 
of ''-fhe 'Manchf!ster G~rdiari:.- ·· ' ·. ·· · · . ·: . ·:;_ . •· · 

The new own9rs of the trap cannot demolish it, howev -Br; · 
because it is quite legal if operated by a "privileged person", suoh 
·e.s-·the Vi.oar of Cock9rham'. -· ,. . ,· ·· · 

·'· Immemorial. Ri,&it· 

. Th:~ f\isp b egan two Y8.?--f.'s agO :Nhe_n th.~ J3.oatd took_ over': the 
trap1 \vh~ph stretches ac:r:-os~ ,)90 Y~:r:ds o~ ·.~fie estu~cy.-· , Up to· then it 
had _b'3en _the unchallenged right of · any v;i.car of _Cock?rhatn t_o take fish 
·from the ·--baulk on the 'firs_1; tide1f·after the ·ne,v a:hd f'ull moons. , .. , This 
right w.a~f granted by the.· Io'ca.1-i~shetineh, : who thought 'it better that the 
vicar caught his own 'fish 'iristea'dof' receivihg' the :t:tsh·t'ithe of' 6rie-

. . . :!3:rith bf _9v-.,iry catch ma,de,' says- the correspa:ndent~ ·-J · ·· . · '· -
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Built by the monks of Cookersands Abbey in the 12th 
century, th.e •fish trap has caught . tasty salmon and sea · trout on 
almost every receding tide. 

Right in Trust 

The Vicar explained that as the tide oomes in a grill in 
th8 baulk opens and the fish: swim through up-river. The receding . 
tide closes the grill and the fish are trapped. "All you do then "is 
to walk out and bonk them on the head with somathing heavy~ 

IIThe River Board have suggested that I relinquish my 
rights · and considGr compensation from them instead," said Mr. Ogden. _ 
"I have refus9d bacause I feel it _is my right in trust." · 

His right to fish the baulk .is reckoned. as part of the 
benefice income, but th~ Vicar says itish1 t a money-mak:iµg business. 
"I catc;:h a,_.:few whitebait and now and then perhaps a salmon or a sea: 
trout. · , Sometimes I give them away · or _sell. them' or I · might eat what · 
I catch." ·· · · ·· · · ·· 

· :· . • .. Because the Vicar will . not relinquish his rights the Board 
has to emp).oy ·a man to \;,ork the baullc twice a day. He selects all 
fish und,er two p<Jl.U?,_ds in weight and returns them to the: river, so _that · 
the baulk will not be injurious to fish stocks;, an official o:f;: tp.e £'oard 
explained-. · · · 

. 
0 But, 11 the official adcled; "if yve can get the .Vioar to give 

up his rights we will probably make arrat1gement~ . f'qr the bi3,u~ to be 
dismantled. 11 

("The Fishing News" ~ndon. June 1 9-,. 1 959.) 

South Afrida to StuQ;Y_ Rabi ts of Rock Lobst'~r 

. A 70 foo·-t;; trawl'3r is to be used off the coast of South 
~rica to stud~ the habits of the rock lobster. It is hoped that it 
{;1-+11tbfe optehratJ.ng by next Octob 2r or Novemb;;r. The vessel is baing 

m or e Sea Products group. The company is anxious to find the 
reason :for the.apparent ebb and f'low of th:.:i rock lobsters which has 
been going on in recent years. 

The trawler will be fitted with a refrigerated hold and 
quarters for a team of s9ientists. 

; ' 

( "The Fish:ing News" London 0 June 19, 1959.) 
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Electronic ilevioe T~ Measure Strain on 
Otter Trawls Developed 

A new electronic devic -3 which f'its easily on . a convent­
ional trawl winch, and which not only saves the net from being torn 
or lost; but tells how many f'ish are in the ' net, is Jn the _process. 
of being patented by an ltalian inventor. 

The device :i..s the successor to an earli:er invention which 
measured only how many f'ish were in the net. 

, The inventor states that his new d.evioe is a very simple 
arrangement of great valui to the trawling fl -aets of' -the ·world. It 
will be especially usef'ul. to deep-sea trawlers, and boats dragging 
in rough waters~ · · · 

The device consists mainly of' two hing ed collars attached 
to the terminals of' the winch. Two dynamometers fitted ·vrith electro­
acoustical d0vices are coupled to the collars, and anchored to the 
deck. 

' Main purpos e of the. invention is to avoid destroying the 
net on rough bottom, or on obstacles unseen on sounding equipment. 
It will also, by measuring the strain on the towing lines, give a 
measure of' how many fish are in the net. 

A warning signal, worldng through a voltmeter, is placed on 
the bridge and in the engine room, giving a permanent and :instantaneous 
reading of the strains developed by the trawl. A horn =i:s s.ounded, 

. and '._ a red light £'lashes immediately if' the net becomes f'ouled on the 
bottom or on an obstacle. 

The device is so set up on the winch that it automatically 
disengages · wheP the strain ·reaches the danger level. - When this 
brake is released the_ winch is then running free, letting out line 
until the net .. is f'ree, or until th 3 ship is s-1:iopped or diverted. 

, .. . . . . 

. . . . 

_ A San Francisc_o bompaey ·is negotiating ·with _the inventor 
f'or manuf'acturing rights, and t t is expected the .. new device will be 
on the market within a year. Patents are pending in the United 
States, _ Canada, Italy and Norway, and manufacturing rights through­
out the world have been res erved. for a year. · 

("Market News Servic~" New York. M~y 25, 1959.) 
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Prawn Boat Lands Siok Sailor at Beachport 

Beachport - The 70-ft • . trawler "Nanango" . from Sydney, 
called here last Thursday, to land a or·ew memb er who had become i .11 
on the voyage from s,dney to Wes tern Australia. 

The sea.:.sick sailor returned to Sydney, and his plaQe was 
taken in the crew by Mr. Ron Daniels, of Beaohport. 

The "Nanango." continuod the vcyage to Perth, leaving 
Beaohporl on Sunday. 

Owned and op erated by Mr. M~ Drinan, of Castle Hill, 
Sydney, the "Na.nango 1 e" normal crew of four were all experienced prawn 
fishermen from N .s.w., wher"J they have b ;-;en op erating for 10 years. 

The trip to W .A. is b 3ing rriada because the C_ommomwealth 
Government·• s Fish :::ries Department is ·not prepared to assist the 
industry, while th0 W.A. Governm-ant· has made available the results 
of six years of research in the industry • . : 

For this r ;:,ason, th3 commercial trawl:::r 11Nanango" is on · 
the way to thoroughly test the area. 

Th ::: W .A. Gov9r,mment is th~· only one to carry out any worth­
while investiga tions in the prawn fishing potential, :Mr • . Drinan said 
during h~s stay in Beachport. 

Modern Boat 

The "Nanango" has alI modern 3quipm8nt', · including two, .... way 
radio, echo-sounding and radio direction-finding gear. 

It is power ad by a 180-l-J.•P• diesel engine, with a smaller 
engine for hauling the nats. 

Its load capacity is 45 tons and cruising sp eed nine 
nautical miles p er hour. 

Mr. Drinan and his crew were very enthusiastic and 
app-reciative of the many acts of kindness shown to them during their 
stay in Rivoli Bay. 

("The South Eastern Times" Millicent, 
South Aust. July 7, 1959.) 
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Cuban Clos ed Season For B·dlfro~ 
. . -

And Certain Finfish 

'!'he Cuban National Fishei'fas Institute \;y Ministry :of 
Agrioul ture Resolutions' published in the OFFICIAL GAZETTE of April 
1, 1959, impos ed a closed seas~m on . the capture of mojarras ·(p 8rch), 
joturo, biajaca ( tripletail), dajao, and bullfrogs. • The closed. · · 
seasons war s effective on April 1, 1959, and will remain in force 
until cancelled by subs equent .Resolutions. 

Acc"ording to press rep~~ts' a group . of- bullfrog fisher-· 
men f:r:om the provinces of Las Villas and Habana r e quested that their 
union petition the Government to suspend the olosed. season on the 
capture>of bullfrogs, since such closed seasons had nev3r bBen: 
imposed in prior years b efore the end of the month of May • . · In 
addition to complaints that the closed season was premature and would 
deprive them of a source of inoo~e, the fishermen pro~ested that 
they were underpaid for fresh bullfrogs which could be sold at high 
prices in the Unit ed States by Cuban ~re.ezing plants. : 

("M~rk;~t News Service" New York. - · April 22, 1959~) 

U.S. Research Entails Use of Blimps 

The U.S. Navy had dropped 1,000 drift bottles into the 
Atlantic from blimps as part of' r esearch into_ the habits of the cod. 
Scientists want to d,iscover wh .':?th 3r the ocean drift in the cod 
spawning areas during spawning tims is such that ths young -fish are 
taken to. deep wat 9r, depriving them -o:f the haven of the . Continental 
Shelf. 

TliB• cod spawns at: the · surfacs of the ocean, placing its 
eggs at the marcy of the wind, waves and weather, and soon after the 
eggf3 hatch the cod head for the bottom, says National Fisherman. As 
far as is known the young cod. can find bottom down to 600 -f'aet. If 
the bottom is d:iep er thap , that, the f'ish ce.nnoit make it and die . 
This makes the Continental Shelf' an important place in the lii'e cycle 
of the cod. 

London. June 5, 1959.) 
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Boil-In-Bag Food Products 

The housew:i.i'e is novir finding an ever-increasing variety 
of frozen food products packaged in air-tight plastic bags. The 
product. is cookad by immersing the unopened bag in boiling water. 
Advocates of this method of packaging claim that plastic bags retain 
flavour even b ,tter than most other types of packa6ing and cooking. 
Using __ this .. !11':lthod, a hoµsewife can prepare as many as six courses . 
with the use of a single pot of boiling water. 

Since this method of packaging and_ preparation seems to 
be "catching on", fish processors may wish to explore the possibility 
of using this packaging technique with fishery products. A few · 
fishery products are being packaged in this manner. 

("Market News Service". New York. 

Dr. White Appo_~nted Chairman. 

Frederick Wi1.liam George White, C.B.E., M.Sc., Th .D., has 
been app~inted Chairman of C.S.I.R.O. by the Gov~rnor-General. He 
has been a member of the Executive since C.S.I.R.O. was first constit­
uted in 1949, and has held the office of Deputy Chairman since 1957. 

-His special interests have been in the physical sciences, in 
wool textiles :cesearch, and in the financing and organisation of research 
generaliy. 

He has made a number of trips abraod since the War to maintain 
close contact with trends in research organisation in other countries. 
He has been particularly interestad in the financing of research by 
industry through trade research associations. 

Dr Whi t,3 was born on May 16, 190 5, in New Zealand and was ed­
ucated at the Victoria University Co:~lege, We .:~ington. He graduated 
B.Sc. in 1927 and MoSc (with first class honours) in 1928. -

In 1929 he won a postgraduate scholarship which took him to 
St. John's College at Cambridg3. He work3d in the Cavendish Labor­
atory under the late Lord Rutherford and was awarded his doctorate 
in 1932. 
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From Cambridge, Dr. White went to Kings College, London, 
where he _served as a lecturer in physics in S:i.r Edward Appleton's 
Departiient. · During . . this period hB carried . on· research in various 
aspects of radio :prQpago.tion and. pub-lished a text·book on El9ctro-
magneti6 ilvaves~ :. ': .. .. ··· · ·· · 

Iri 193]:J1B vias . appointed Prof8ssor of Physics at Canter­
bury University CollElge in New Zealand. 

, In New Zealand'he took a ieading part in the estabhsh-
m.9p.t, of. the R3s earch Labo:catc i:y of the British Empire Cancer Campaign 
Soci'ety. · 

In 1941 Dr_. Whi t9 was given l3ave by his University to 
assist C.S.I.R. in the organisation of its Radiophysics Laboratory 
in Sydney, and in 1%.2 he was appointed Chier of the Division of 
Radiophysics. 

In 1945 Dr. White resigned his professorship and j o ined the 
Head Off'ic9 staf'f' of C.S.I.R. as Assistant Executive Officer. He 
was appointed a m9mb2r of the Executive Co1:imi ttee of the Council in 
1946. 

In 1955 Dr. White sp,:,nt six weeks in Egypt on a U.J'LE.S.C.O. 
project. His task was to advis -9 the m,wly created National Research 
Council on the organization and development of its research programme. 

Dr. White is a Fellow of the Institute of' Physics, and was 
creat8d a Commander of the Most Excellent Order of' the British Empire 
in 1954. 

In · 1957 he was elected Pr-:Jsident of Section A of the Australian 
and New Zealand Association £'or the Advanc':lment of SciencB. He has 
been a member of th:l Scientific Advisory Committee of the Australian 

; Atomic Energy Commissiol'l: . s.ince 1953. 

Dr. Whi t _e livas at Brighton Beach, a M<=i1bourne baysids suburb, 
with his wife and two children, both of whom ar3 under-graduates at 

. the Uriiversity of Melbourne. 

He has a New Zealander's love for the mountains, and likes to 
spend his holidays fishing the trout str8ams. He has been an active 
member of the C .S.I.R. Ski Club in Victoria. 

(1Coresearch11 Melbourne August 1959) 


