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May I a~1.so express ey appr8ciation to the members of 
your staff' f'or th.9ir loyalty and eff'icient service in 
the year just closing. I trust that they will all 
enjoy and benefit by the Christmas break, and that 
the year 1960 vri12. be one of hc.ppiness for then and 
their f amilies. 

Yours sincerely, 

R. J. Bond 
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSIONER." 

BIRD BAND RECOVERIES. 

Giant Petrels. 

Banding details have be en received :from the Fish and 
Wildlife SGrvice of tho U.S.A. r9garding two of the band3d giant 
p8tre.~.s r3covered on our coast · :~ast winter. The first, found 
dead on the b8ach at North Frer:;antl-8 on June 22, had b een banded 
at Bird Isl and, South Georgia, in the Ant a rctic on January 3J. of 
the same year. The second, W!-iich was tr:i pp -9d near the South 
Mole at Fremantl8 on Jun2 2.';.., :1ad aJ.so b:;;en banded at Bird Island 
on the same day - Jnnun.ry } ~, : .959. Unfortunataly, the Fish and 
Wildlif'e Servic9 did not indicat8 the aga of the birds when banded, 
but presumably they were trnpp ed as nes t l ings. 

Wild Ducks. 

Mr. W. G. Benneti; of' Perth, r::;turned to us th3 first 
Queensland band so far known t o have b:=:en r ecoverad in this State. 
It was No C 00102 and was tak;,m fror.1. a wild duck shot at Lake Gun­
daring 8 miles east of Wagin on opening day, Sunday, Dacember 20. 
Detail s of the banding are not yet knovm but will be published when 
rec:aivcd fron the Departmimt of' Agriculture and Stock, Brj13ban0. 

Another interesting duck-band recovery was sent in by Mr. 
F. Sutherland, of' Ajana. H~ recovsr.~d band No 11810 from a black 
duck which he shot 14 r.iibs west of Aj11na on Decemb8r 20, 1959. 
The bird had been banded by one of our voluntary opsrators, Mr. D. 
Moir, on his property at Cape :::l.iche on February 21, 1959. The 
£'2.ight of' 530 miles from Cape Riche to Ajana is the longest yet 
record·9d by a b1ack duck il'. Western Australia. · 
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Mr. I. E. Mainwaring, of Cor.10, returned to us a barid 
recoverad from i:l. black duck on February 26, 1958, ' on the Uurchison 
River north of Geraldton. This bird has ' b_aen banded at Karri:nyup 
Lake, six miles north of Perth on January 16, 1958. A flight o:f 
at least :305 miles was indicatad · in this case~ 

Anotl1.~r / unusuall y long flj,gh:t by a black duck was ' re­
·corded in the return of band No 7272. Th.is band was r ecovered 
by Mr. D.R. Beale, of ·Manjimup, from a bird he shot ~at. Broke 
Inlet, approximately hal:f-way between Albaeyand _the L3euwin, 
on January 1, 1960. The bird had been llanded a't Y'"re Yare Sti3-t_:i.on 
in the Dandarragan distridt on March 13, 1958. In this case a ·flight 
of at least 300 miles was involvsd. 

DISTRICT ALIDWANCES. 

Following n-,,gotiations batwaen the Public Service Com ... 
missionar and th 3 Civil Servica Association of W.Ao Inc., agree­
ment has b::en reached on a n3w scale of district allovmnces to 
apply retrosp ,activ::,ly from January 2, 1959. While a compl~tely_ 
new sca:2.a of payments ( a ccording to districts within the Si;;ate) 
has been introduc -3d, only two outstaticns of this Depar;tment are 
affectad. They are at Shark Bay and Lroo_me, • v:here allowances of 
£52 and £156, ra.spectively, will be paid. 

CRAYFISHING. 

Geraldton-Abrolhos Crayfisharies. 

In a rgcent press statement, the Einister for Fisheries 
(Mr. Hutchinson) reported that two important alterations had b'3en 
made in the management of these fisheries. They were:-

, · 1. The Abrolhos Island season will commence on March 1, 
1960, instead of March 15 as in previ0us y ears: · 

·, . th th 
Fr0m 1961, thG whole · of tne ar3o. between th e 26 tmd 30 

·parallels of south lut{tude will be clos3d to crayfishing 
f'rcm August 15 until Nov'3r:ioer 14- in ea ch y13ar. 

The Minister a2so approved the permanent stationing of a 
vessel at G3raldton and the tempora ry allocation of an inspector 
to each of the is l and groups before the season opens. 


