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SAFETY CAMPAIGN ON PLEASURE CRAFr. 

At a Beating convened in Novenber ::i.ast by the Minister 
controJ.ling the Harbour and Light Department (Mr. Court), mans 
to combat boating accidants ·occurring among privately owned craft wer9 
discussed. Also present at the conference were · the Minister for 
Health and Fisheries (Mr. Hutch:i.rison), the Manager of Harbour and 
Light Depart□ent (Mr. Forsyth) and the . President and represantatives 
of the Yachting Associe.tion of W.A. · .Mr. Ro ck, the President, re­
ported to the meeting that his Association was wil:),.int; to assist 
within its power 2.nd that t lB various c:l.ubs wou~:d be prepared to 
inspect· privately ovmed craft 0f non-q?.r.1b 3rs and advise them on 
the essential equipnent · and the ·proper handling of boats in diffi­
cult situations. 

In accordance witl: a sugg3stion mad3 by the Association 
t o the r:neting, pamphlets titl9d "Sailor Beware" iv3r3 printed. 
Distribut 3d to all schools before the close of the third t 3rm, th9 
pa!:1.ph2.'3ts advis -8d boat owners what precautions they shou2.d take, 
the saf ;ity gear they shoulc. carry and tho "Do ' s and Den' ts II in 
yachting and boating generally. Ten thousand copies of the pam­
phl3t w9re a~so c1istributea. from polic e: stations along the coast. 

Future publicity via th•::, press and r adio ha s since b Ben 
18ft in the hands of th 3 H ·,al th Education Council. 

fROFIT DOWN. 

Resulting 1nr0r:1 th :; lovrnr catch in 1958 · and a fall in whale­
oil pric,3s, th3 m,t profit of the Nor' W3st Whaling Co. Ltd. was 
mor .3 than halved in th9 yes r ending March 31, 1959. This was announ-
c ed in the press last month whcm the directors issued a report to 
shareh olders. The: report stated that tha 1959 season's oil produc­
tion had been sold i,orward at higher prices. The entire production 
of meal and sclub1as was a :Lso s 0ld :forward. 

COM;:!ON\F ALTH B.Ai"J ON FAUNA El:PORTS. 
. . . 

In a press r -e~_ease on D·3cemb;r 4-, the Common¥19alth Minister 
for Customs and Excise (S r..nator tha Hon. Denhaa Henty) announcGd that 
his Gcv3rnr:1ent had d~cid 3d _to prohibit, absolutaly, the exprirt of native 
fauna for cowrr;:Jrcial purposas. ,. DGspita agr aements reachad at a Com­
monwealth/Stat3 conference as r 3cently as· iast August, the Comr.1onw aal th 
Gov9rnm,mt d ,3cided to assume fu~-2 control over axport transactions 
under the powers provid3d by the Customs (Prchibibd Export) R9gulations. 
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Paying scant hs .3d to the sov8reign rights of the States to cons3rve 
their respectiv3 fauna., Senator Hant-y said that tlB only 8Xport of 
:?..ive fauna· his govarnment wou2.d p~rmit would b~ for bona fide zooJ.o­
gical and scientific purposes. 

The Premier (Mr. Brand) has written to the Prim3 Minist')r 
protas ting o.gains t the Commonvnal th Gc,\nr1m.,mt ' s 3X pa rte inter­
ference with the rights of th9 Stet3s and raq_uesting tha.t the pro­
posal b':l r;;consid'3r2.d with a vi .3w to the States carrying out thdr 
normal constitutional functions. 

LICENSING- OF FAUNA KEPT IN CAPTIVITY. 

Th:; succ'3ssful prosecution (in th ,3 PGrth P01ic ,3 Court, on 
D8oenber 22), of a florist who had so:'._c1 buclgarigars without a :Lic-:mse, 
has clrawn attention to the regulations controlling the bird trade ancl in 
the closing days of Daceraber a large nunb ,3r of lic :mses hav3 been iss­
ued to p8rsons authorising t h::,r1 to keep fauna in captivity. 

The Fauna Protection Act provid3s that no per son shall s 3J.). 

any fauna un28ss he is J.ic::,nsed and regulations mad:i und3r the Act 
direct that any person keeping ten unprotected birds, or any pro­
tect ;;d fauna whatsoever, shall be licensad. 

The fee is 10/- per annum. Inspectors should direct 
persons requiring tl,is licensa to writ e to H,%d Office advising 
the nunber of each species of fauna ha:Ld in captivity and to :mclose 
their remittance to cover the lic::Jns8 fa3. 

As a r:::,sult of continu3d comp:~aints received of birds being 
h::ild under unsatisfactory conditions, a · number of prosecutions are 
pending and the Rpyal AgricuJ.turo,l Society has announced that cage 
birds have been ba_nn2d as side-show prizes at the Royal Show this year. 

TRAWLING IN COCKBURN SOUND. 

Follcwing repeat ,3d cJ.aims by the Cockburn R0ad Board that 
trawling for cuttbfish and scallops in Cockburn Sound had destroy?.d 
fish f3eding grounds there, a survey ,vas carried out on Dacember 16 
to note the aff3cts of this type of trawling. The r.v. "LanceJ.in", 
under command of Capt ain H. C. W. Piesse, carri8d out trawling t9sts. 
Dr. R. George and ivir. Barry Wilson, of the Perth Museum, using under­
V/ater br::iathing apparatus, took note of the effect of the trawling on 
the algal waed which vrns reput edly used as cover by kingfish and whiting. 
Messrs George and Wilson also obtained samp:i_es of the weed fron the 
sea bed and took a nunber of und.Jrwatgr photographs. 


