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EXPORT OF FAUNA. 

The Acting Coll,3ctor of Customs for vr~st':lrn Australia has 
advised of two dacisions reached by his Departm:mt in rBlation to 
the export of native fauna . Th9 first was that th9 export of f auna 
for scientific purposss may b e a2.lov,ed if approved by the State 
authority, but each cas 2 will be treated on its m3rits. The second 
was that overseas bound passengers may take with them only those pets 
to which th8y have become attached. They would not be a::;..1ow3d. to take 
:fauna ptrr:'chased i.r;u;iedia tely prior to their departure. It will be re­
memb sr8d that the Commonwealth Govarnraent rec~mtly placed an almost 
total ban on the export of . na ti va fauna regardless of' the vi e.1vs of 
the States. 

· Th e Minister for Fish9ries, Mr. Hutchinson, recently r3ceived 
from his count:3rpart in New South Wales (the Chief Secretary and 
Minister for Tourist Activities in that State, Mr. C. A. Kelly) a r8-
quast that Western Australia should allow only certain fauna to be ,3x­
ported to New .South Wales. On behalf of the Fauna Protection Panel 
of his State, Mr. Ke ly said that it had been decided to dis continue 
issuing licens es for the import from other States of birds which are 
protected in New South Wales. 

In reply, Mr. Hutchinson said that the action of the Co !.uuon­
wealth Government in prohibiting the overseas export of fauna had 
already raacted to th9 detriment of trappers and dealers in this State 
and imp:_i ed that this new move would further adversely affect the 
livelihood of established dealers. In view of the likely 3ffect of 
the Panel's policy, and becaus e of certain constitutional issues in­
volved, Mr. Hutchinson requested that th::; matter be deferr3d until all 
States had the opportunity of discussing its wider implications at th8 
forthcoming int3rstate con:f3rence of .fauna authoritiBs t o b e he:Ld in 
Brisbane in Sapt amber. 

SEAWEED AT MANDURAH. 

During th-a visit of the Minister and Director to Mandurah l ast 
month, r Bpresentativ'3s of the Manclurah Chamber of Corunerce and the Man­
durah Licensed Fishermen's Association ask:3d that something be done to 
c0unt ·:iract the spread of an algal organism which became entang:1_ed with 
fishing nets , c ausing •them to roll up and to lose th9ir effici3ncy. 
Subsequently, the advice of Dr. J.M. Thomson, Acting Chief of the 
Division of Fisheries and Oceanography, C.S.I.R.O., was sought. Dr. 
Th0mson has suggBst3d that an exact identification of the organism 
seemed desirabl ?- and in pursuance of that sugg3stion arrangements 
qave now been made for Mr. G. G. Smith of the Botany Departr:ient of 
the University of Western Australia to give us a report. 


