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EXPORT OF FAUNA,

The Acting Collzctor of Customs for Wastern Australia has
advised of two dzcisions reached by his Departmsnt in rslation to
the export of native fauna. Thz first wes that thz export of fauna
for scientific purposes may bz allowed if approvaed by the State
authority, but zach casz will be treatad on its m=rits. The second
was that overseas bound passengers may take with them only thosz pets
to which thsy have become attached. They would not bs allowzd to take
fauna purchassd immediatzly prior to their departurs. - It will bz re-
member=d that the Commonwesalth Government recantly placed an almost
total ban on the export of nativs f auna regardless of the views of
the States.

Ths Minister for Fisheries, Mr, Hutchinson, rscently rasceived
from his countzrpart in New South Wales (the Chisf Sscretary and
Minister for Tourist Activities in that State, Mr. C. A, Kelly) a rs-
quest that Western Australia should allow only certain fauna to bz ex-
portzd to New South Wales. On behalf of the Fauna Protection Panel
of his State, Mr. Ke ly said that it had been decided to discontinue
issuing licensss for the import from other States of birds which ars
protected in Nsw South Wales. j

In reply, Mr. Hutchinson said that the action of the Co:imon-
wealth Governmasnt in prohibiting the overseas export of fauna had
alrsady reactzd to ths detriment of trappsrs and dealers in this State
and implizd that this new move would further adverssly affect the
livelihood of established dealzrs. In visw of the likely 2ffect of
the Panel's policy, and becausz of certain constitutional issuszs in-
volvad, Mr. Hutchinsen requestzd that th= matter be deferra=d until all
States had the opportunity of discussing its wider impliications at the
forthcoming intzrstate confzrence of fauna authoritiss to be held in
Brisbane in Sszptember.

SEAWEED AT MANDURAH,

During the visit of the Minister and Director to Mandurah last
month, rzpresentatives of the Mandurah Chamber of Commerce and the Man-
durah Licensed Fishermen's Association ask=2d that something be done to
countsract the spread of an algal organism which became sntangled with
fishing nets, causing them to roll up and to lose thesir efficizncy.
Subsequently, the advice of Dr. J. M. Thomson, Acting Chief of' the
Division of Fisheries and Oceanography, CeS.I.R.0., was sought. Dr.
Thomson has suggzstzd that an sxact identification of the organism
secemed desirablz and in pursuance of that suggsstion arrangements
have now been made for Mr. G. G. Smith of ths Batany Department of
the University of Western Australia to give us a report.
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Dr. Thomson point=d out that the wsed was prcbably onsz of
the filamentous aligas usually rsferrzd to by fishermen as slima.
While it could be Lill d by certain wes=dicides, or towed ashorszs,
its removal would reduce the food valuzs in the sstuary and @ffoct
its carrying capacity. Dr. Thomson iikened +the process of ramov-
ing ths algae tc¢ mowing a paddock and rzmoving the croppad grass
which reduczd the amount of food availabls to the stock in the
paddock. He suggestzd that nature should be allowsd to take its
course.  With the onset of late summer and autumn, hsz said, the
weed would die off and would help replenish thz sstuarine nutrients
which were esssntial, indirsctly, to all the plant and animal 1life
of the sstuary, ' a



