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Dr. Thomson point~d out that ·the we8d was probably on9 of 
the filamentous a.lgas usually referr 3c1 to by fishermen as slime. 
While it could be ki119d by certain we9d:icides, or towed ashor-3, 
its r gmovo.l would reduce the food valu3s in the estuary- and aff'9ct 
its carrying capacity. Dr. Tl{omson ::.;_ikened the process of remov
ing th9 algae to nowing a paddock and removing the cropped grass 
which r8duc2,cl the amount of f'ood available to the stock in the 
paddock. He suggested. that nature should be allowed to take its 
course. With the onset of late summer and autumn, h ·;; said, the 
wsed would die off' andwould help reple:rri.sh the estue.rine nutrients 
which -.:v8re ecsential, indirectly, to a:1..l the plant and animal life 
of Jche 3stuary. · ·' 

CRAY -BAIT PROBLEMS. 

Although :ca rge quantities Oin crayfish bait are h9J.d in cold 
storage in · Sydney, t.blbourne and AdcJlaide, refrigerat ed shipping 
spac-s has been difficult to obtain for · the transport of the bait 
to · Fr,3mantle. Notwithstanding . th:) assista.nce of the Western Aus-
treJ.ian represen:tatives in Melbo_urne and Sydney, shipping spac9 
carinot be booked and the position regarding ·bait supplies in this 
State is beconung desperate. Arrangements are in hand to freight 
some hocks f'rom Li?-lbourne ov.:c:rland by refrigerated truck. A:Lso, an 
appeal sent · to th~ Dir3ctor of Fisheries and Game, Aclelaide (Mr. A • 

. C. Bogg) has m2t ,vith an ir:uaediate response" S9ven tons of tuna 
h8ads, pa.rt of an order of thirty tons which has been awaiting ship
m'3n-t from Port i,:iiicoln, will 1n carried by the Commonwealth Railways 
to Kalg':orlie, from whence it will be brought by refrigerat8cl truck. 
At the time of goi:rig , to prc,ss, howevBr, the bait situation r3mains 
critical. 

VIBS·I'ERN AUSTRALIAl"\J I:ELS. 

Insp13ct,'.)rs are invi t~~d to keep a particular watch out f'or 
fresh water eels in the South-vVest. T,~o Buch eels hav,;; been r2-
corded in this State - Anguilla bicolor and ~uibl.a austra~. 
A. bicolor is the northern spaci'.';s and is quite comraoIL1y found in 
~reeks in the North;..West and Kimberley Divisions. A. australis 
is found on the eastern coa.st e.nd the south coast west to South Aus-
tralia. In our Stat3, howevor, its ecological position app 3ars to 
have been taken over by tho lamprey. A. australis neverthelass has 
been recorded in Western Australia, One was ~takEm many years ago at 
Buss el ton and one just r 2cent:i.y vrn.s caught in a drain at Carlisle. 
This species was r3corded by both McCullough and Whitley as having 
been introduced into Wsstern Austra:1.ia, but this now appears to be 
open to questiono It may occur h Bre naturally. 
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A. australis may be readily distinguished fror:1 its near rela
tive, A. _ bic_c:;lor, by the position of the dorsal fin. In the former, 
it comm9nces immediately above the vent, while in A. bicolor it com
mences well forward of thB vent. The latter is also spotted, while 
A. australis is more uniformly dark. 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR ~IITPPERS OF DEPARTMENTAL VESSELS. 

For the benefit of' more recently appointed staff and to further 
delineate the responsibilities of the Fleet Maintenance Officer and 
skippers, the instructions published in the April, 1959, issue of this 
bulletin have been re-cast. 

The Fleet Maintenanc-a Officer's responsibility ext-ands to .the 
organisation and supervision of- maintenance and r3pair work. His 
responsibility ceases when, after re-fit, he hands the vessel over 
to the skipper. It is the latter's responsibility to undertake minor 
repairs while away from port. 

In addition to his other responsibilities outlined in the Gen
eral Orders for Skippers (which are~also republished) the officer in 
charge of a vessel is responsible for -

(a) the work and discipline of th:: crew; 

(b) the safety of the vessel while at sea, in anchorages 
and on moorings at the home port; 

( c) maintenance ·of all gear and equipment in g00d order 
and condition; 

(d) running repairs to engine and general boat maintenance 
whi1e absent from Fremant:.e. Atomisers, injectors, fuel 
pumps and governor controls must be serviced by a qualifi3d 
diesel mechanic only, and no officer should interfere with 
them; · · · 

(e) preparation--and keeping boat's inventOI"IJ and handing over 
statem:mts; 

(f) subrn:i tting reports concerning the condition of the vessel, 
running gear, necessary engine repairs, slipping require
ments and gear replacsments; 

(g) advising the Fleet Maintenance Officer of the time of de
parture from an outstation and E.T.A. Fremantle. 


