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"NEW MEXTICO'S' TROUBLES.

- Bad luck still dogs the 1.f.b, "Nsw M2xico™, which was launchzd

last Sesptember, It may be rsmembarzd that ths vessel figured in a
sea-air s=2arch in Decsmber after it disappearsd from its moorings at
Geraldton. Tt was intercaptsd off Horrocks Bsach, under control of
two youths who were subszquantly brought to trial. The twin snginss
were found to have bsen badly damagezd and wsrz only rscently repairsd
at a cost of smmz thousands of pounds. EBarly in March, while fishing
in ths Southern Group of Houtman's Abroihos, she received further damags
during a scutherly gals, A heavy mooring lins caught in hsr rudder and

pullsd it off, | A craw membsr had to lzavs for Perth to obtain a nsw
rudder. This vessel is valuzd at £22,000 and is owned by thz wsil-
known Basiis family, of Geraldten,

Thz two youths mentionszd above were s=ntanced last month by
Court Chairman, Mr. K. A. Phi’p, S.ii., to prison tsrms, Thsz first,
Brian John Meredith - a naval rating of Geraldton, was szntencsd to
two y=ars' hard labour and the second, Richard Lzslis Baugh .~ apprentice
butcher of Mingsn=w, to eighteen months imprisconmasnt., In imposing the
sentencz, Mr. Philp said that ths fishing flzet in Geraldton must be
protzactzd. He said that thes punishmsnt should act as a dsterrent to
othzrs who might bz tempted to stzal a fishing boat. Mr. Philp told
Mzredith and Baugh that had it not bzen for their ags, longer santzsncses
would hava been imposad.

BAN ON JAPANESE PLARLERS.

Reports from Canberra at thzs end of March indicat=d that the
prohibition against Japansse pzarizrs opsrating off thes Western Aus-
traiian coast was 1ik=ly to bz continuzd. Negotiations bztwzen thsz
Australian and Japanssz Governmsnts are being conduct=d by diplomatic
represantatives, Although it appears that ths quota Japaness pearlesrs
arz allowed to take in northern watasrs msay bz incresased, .thsy will
probably bz bannzd from the waters of the Wastsrn Australian Division,

WHALING.

Tzlegraphic advicz has bzenrzc2ived from the Fisheriss Division
of the Department of Primary Industry that ths humpback whaling quotas
of Western Australian whaling stations havz bzen amsndzd, Thz Ner'West
Whaling Co., of Carnarvon, which in regent. ysars has bzen allotted a
quota of 1,000 humphack units, has had Its quota rzduczd to 750. The
Chaynes Bﬂach Whaling Co., at Albany, however, has had its quota in-
crzased from 120 to 150 humpback whalzs. Daspite repsatzd promisss
that quotas would not bz fix=d without consultation with the Wastern
Australian Government, the Commonw=alth announczment was the first in-
timation rzcesived that the quotas were being reviswed.. AThe-grounds
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on which the Commonwzalth decision was bas:d were not statzd, but
the inability of the company at Carnarvon to fill its quota in two
succsssive years was probably the main contributing factor.  Last
year, the Cheynes Bzach Whaling Company's quota was twice increased,
first to 150 and then to 176 humpback units. Including blue whales,
the Company's final catch was thz equivalent of 174 humpback units.

Inspector B,A, Carmichael, writing from Albany, rzczantly ad-
vised that the latter Company had resumz=d spzsrm whaling opsrations on
March 30, He said it was sxpzctad that the spsrm season would cease
temporarily when the humpbacks madzs th=ir appearance, but would rs-
sune after the humpback season had ended. How long the search for
sperns continuzd after that would dzpsnd on market pricz and the
availability of thess whalses, Mr. Carmichazl said that thz Company
would again be operating two catchers, the "Kos VII" and the "Chsynes",
Thzy will be skippsred, as last year, by Captains C. Stubbs and A,
Christianssn raspectively.



