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STAFF NOTES. 

The Director, Mr. A. J~ Frase~ will spend a few days in 
Albany from January 12. · · · 

Inspector B. A. Carmichael will hand over the Geraldton 
district to Inspector R. M. Crawford on the latter's returri 'to duty 
on January 10. · Inspector Carmichael will then resume · control of 
the A.1bany district. · 

The Chief Clerk, Mr. B. R. Saville, comni'enced annual leave 
on December 31 and on its completion will commence three month's long 
service leave. During his absence, the following staff adjustments 
will be ma'de:-

Mr. H. B. Shugg will be · Chief Clerk; 

Mr. A. J. Buchanan viill be Fauna Protection Officer; 

Mr. w. K. Cherrington will· be Statistics Officer, and 

Mr. G. C. Ferguson will carry out Mr. Cherrington's normal 
duties in the Fauna Section. 

Temporary assistance will be obtained to carry out Mr. 
Ferguson's duties. 

We welcome to the staff Mr. Lawson Clinton Stock who was 
appointed on December 2 as Engineer, "Peron", classification G-II-3. 
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Mr. J. McK. Mitch~ll, of H8ad office, who commenced annual 
lea:VI~ -on November 30, was taken i ~_:. duri,ig his l9ave _ and commenced 
sick · 1eave on · Dec.ember 7-. • He is not. e:x:p·ected to return to duty 
until January 5~ 

Miss Y. L. Lauffer, of Head office, spE!:1-i; _a week in Roy!A.l 
Perth Hospital from December '22. ·· ·we were :pleased to have Miss 
Lauf'f er return to duty on December 29. · · 

Miss P. J. Pegrum,of Head Office; ceased duty on December 
24 prior to her reti. rement from the S8rvice. A farewell function 
in her honour was combined with the usual departmental Christmas 
gathering. The Minister for Fisheries (Mr. Hutchinson) on behalf 
of all the staff, presented Miss Pegrum with two handsome travelling 
cases and wished her "bon voyage" on the S.S. "Orcades which sailed 
for Europe on December 28. 

Officers r eturning to duty after annual leave during the 
month include Technical Offi~er J. s. Simpson on January 7; Mr. w. 
K. Cherrington on J anuary 14 and T·echnical Officer L.G. Smith on 
January 21. 

Technical -Officer R. J. McKay completed his tour of duty 
on the research vessel "Bluefin" on December 18 when she returned 
to Fremantle. 

Congratulations are extend ed to Assistant Inspector and 
Mrs.- G. D. Houston on the birth of their daughter, Carol Anne., at 
South Perth Community hospital on December 8. Inspector Houston 
will take over the p.v. "Misty Isle" from December 22 vice Inspec­
tor E. I. Forstar who will be stationed in the metropolitan area. 

Inspector A. V. Green,of Mandurah, will commence three monttts 
long service leave on January 5. Relieving Inspector G. C. Jeffery 
will be in · charge of the ManJ.urah district during Mr. Green's absence. 
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The Minister for Fis heries, Mr. Ross Hutchinson, will 
atbnd the Health Minister .:.. · Conference in Sydney and a civi2. 
def ence conferenc e· to be held in Ca::ibarra. During his absence 
from the·. State (January 9 - 25), the Hon. William Stewart Bovell, 
M.L.A., vvi ~.l be Acting Chief S:;;cr·3t a ry and Minister for Health 
and Fisheries. 

Dr. A. J. Marshal ~, Reader in Zoology and Comparative 
Anatomy at St. Bartholomew' s Medical Coll3ga in the University 
of London, ha s b eGn appoint ad Professor of Biology at the new 
Monash Univ ersity in Victor j a . It may be remembered that Dr. 
Marsha2.l visit9d this State l ast year and collabora.t8d with Dr. 
D.L. Serventy and Profes .sor Donaid s. Farner in studias of· the 
breeding cycle of Austra~~for.. birds. 

Dr. and Mrs. L. E. RichdaJ.e, of Dun,edin, New Zealand, 
wi::..l spend a week in Perth t,3t ween January 8 and 15 before 
r e·suming their journey t o Cap e· Town. Dr. Richdale is inter-
nationally famous for his pc:instald.ng work on the life history 
of penguins and albatro sse.s , on which h e ha s published t wo books 
and numerous t echnica 2. pap er s . For this work he was award:3d 
the Hector M3da:.. of the Roy al Soci ety of New Zealand and -rec-:dved 
honours from orni thologica2. s oci-3ti es in G.sir many and U.S.A. WhiJ.st 
in P ':J rth he will spend s om'3 tim3 at the VTiJ.d.lif e Survey laboratory 
of the c.s.r.R.O. He wi l l also b e tal<en by tha Fauna Warden Mr. s. 
w. Bowler t o visit nesting grounds of the stravr-necked ibis. 

Professor Ernst M2.~0 r; of ·the Museum of Comparative 
Zoology, Harvard, is du,;) t o arrive in Perth on J anuary '23 and will 
l eav e for Singapore on F ebruary 12. He ·was invited to Melbourne 
as guest speaker for the CDntenary symposium -of the- Roya:. Society 
of V1ctoria , to commemora t :=) the dual centenaries of the granting of 
the royal title to the sociaty and the publication of Darwin's 
"Origin of the Sp ecies". Pr ofessor Ma.yr is one of the most em­
inent of• living ornithologi sts and has published numerous papers 
on Australian birds. He h 3s collaborated in work with Dr. D. t. 
Serventy and Dr. J. A. K2as t 1 of Sydney. Whilst in this State, 
Professor Mayr will b3 t o.ker. on a tour of representative local 
habitats by Dri. D. L. S('r\"'.:7.'t'IJ and A. R. Main. 
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Congratulations ar3 extended to Mr. A. W. Murr.me, who 
some years ago was Statistics Officer in our Head of:fice and 
more J.atterly a m'3mber of the staff of the Commonwealth Bureau 
of Census and Statistics. Mr. Mumme as a part-time student, 
graduated as a Batchelor of Arts at the University o:f Western 
Australia last month. Ifa was awarded the She'.U prize in In­
dustrial Relations and g,.in0d distinctions in that subject and in 
Economics III. 

Mr. Jack V:Lncant, joint Managing-Dir?.ctor o:f Ross Group 
Ltd., of Grimsby, England, will b-'3 visiting Austra:1.ia during Feb­
ruary and liiarch. Ha wiJ.1 arrive in p ,:;rth on February 23. The 
Minister for Fisheries, Mr,, Hutchinson, in a r 8c,mt press stat9-
m2nt said he was particu:~arly interest "d in Mr. Vj.nccmt' s visit 
because of the opportunity it would offer to cr<)ate a f'resh over­
seas mark:Jt for qraytails and other locaJ. _prod.uots. Mr. Vincent 
will tour the nearer crayfishing grounds in the Department's patrol 
vessel 11Dampier11 and will a:Lso inspect processing factories. Ross 
Group Ltd. is ong of Britain's foremost fish procc,ssing and dis­
tributing ccmpanies and /:Ir. Vincent's visit couJ.d result in the 
estabJ.ishment by the company of i _ts own fish processing organisation 
here. 

Congratulations are extend2-d to Hr. Ludwig 'G:Cauert, 
immediate past Diractor of th~ West3rn Australian Mus,mm, who 
was awarded an M.B.E. in the Queen's New Year H,mours List. The 
award was b,3stowed in recognition of Mr. GJ.auert' s d,c,votad and 
zealous contributions to zoological r 0search and in expanding the 
Museum's services in the community. He was active in obtaining 
ethnological collections and sp ent time studying the Australian 
aboriginal. Mr. Glauert is a pa.st pr·:3sids;nt of Perth Legacy, 
the Royal Society and the W.A. Naturalists C:ub. He was awarded 
the K?-J.vin Gold M:-3dal by the Royal Soci3ty in J.945 and in 1948 he 
receiv ?-d the Australian Na~.;ural History Medal:.ion. In 1955 h::, 
was grant::id a Carnegie Award. 

. ' : , 
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SOUTH .A..~I~IRM IN PERTH. 

A branch of the huge South African fishing organisation, 
Irvin and Johnson, opened in Perth recently. The registered office 
of the company is at Victoria House, _98 St. George's Terrace, and 
the working office at 375 Hii,y Street. Mr. Don Jarniason, formerly 
of Gollan ~nd Go~ has been appointed manager. 

CHRISTMAS HESSAGES. 

- . Among the many felici tati0ns axtend.3d to the Director and 
staff were the fol~owing two messag3s:-

"D3ar Mr. Fraser, 

I desire to thank you and your staff for your J.::iyal 
and conscientious servic·:: t0 r.ie since I assumed office 
as Chief Secret&rJ and Minister f 0r H-:,a2.th and Fisheries 
in April r.f this year . Your assistance at all times has 
been k'3 '.:mly appreGiated. 

I wou..l.d also like to wish yourse2.f and officers a very 
enjoyable Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Yours sincere2.y, 

Ross Hutchinson . 
MIJ\JISTE...'R. FOR FISHEP~." 

"Dear Mr. Fraser, 
This year we wiJ.2. not be sending a formal Christmas 
greeting from th0 Public Service Commissioner's Office, 
and in view of t he many opportunities which we hav~ to 
meet each other in the course of the next week or so, I 
do not propose t o hold the usual Christmas gathering of 
senior officers. 

I would, therefore, like to take this opportunity of 
thanld.ng you for your co-operation in 1959, and of 
conveying seasonal greetings f'rom the staf'f of' · this 
office. 

1 '•11 , • . .. , 
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May I a~1.so express ey appr8ciation to the members of 
your staff' f'or th.9ir loyalty and eff'icient service in 
the year just closing. I trust that they will all 
enjoy and benefit by the Christmas break, and that 
the year 1960 vri12. be one of hc.ppiness for then and 
their f amilies. 

Yours sincerely, 

R. J. Bond 
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSIONER." 

BIRD BAND RECOVERIES. 

Giant Petrels. 

Banding details have be en received :from the Fish and 
Wildlife SGrvice of tho U.S.A. r9garding two of the band3d giant 
p8tre.~.s r3covered on our coast · :~ast winter. The first, found 
dead on the b8ach at North Frer:;antl-8 on June 22, had b een banded 
at Bird Isl and, South Georgia, in the Ant a rctic on January 3J. of 
the same year. The second, W!-iich was tr:i pp -9d near the South 
Mole at Fremantl8 on Jun2 2.';.., :1ad aJ.so b:;;en banded at Bird Island 
on the same day - Jnnun.ry } ~, : .959. Unfortunataly, the Fish and 
Wildlif'e Servic9 did not indicat8 the aga of the birds when banded, 
but presumably they were trnpp ed as nes t l ings. 

Wild Ducks. 

Mr. W. G. Benneti; of' Perth, r::;turned to us th3 first 
Queensland band so far known t o have b:=:en r ecoverad in this State. 
It was No C 00102 and was tak;,m fror.1. a wild duck shot at Lake Gun­
daring 8 miles east of Wagin on opening day, Sunday, Dacember 20. 
Detail s of the banding are not yet knovm but will be published when 
rec:aivcd fron the Departmimt of' Agriculture and Stock, Brj13ban0. 

Another interesting duck-band recovery was sent in by Mr. 
F. Sutherland, of' Ajana. H~ recovsr.~d band No 11810 from a black 
duck which he shot 14 r.iibs west of Aj11na on Decemb8r 20, 1959. 
The bird had been banded by one of our voluntary opsrators, Mr. D. 
Moir, on his property at Cape :::l.iche on February 21, 1959. The 
£'2.ight of' 530 miles from Cape Riche to Ajana is the longest yet 
record·9d by a b1ack duck il'. Western Australia. · 
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Mr. I. E. Mainwaring, of Cor.10, returned to us a barid 
recoverad from i:l. black duck on February 26, 1958, ' on the Uurchison 
River north of Geraldton. This bird has ' b_aen banded at Karri:nyup 
Lake, six miles north of Perth on January 16, 1958. A flight o:f 
at least :305 miles was indicatad · in this case~ 

Anotl1.~r / unusuall y long flj,gh:t by a black duck was ' re­
·corded in the return of band No 7272. Th.is band was r ecovered 
by Mr. D.R. Beale, of ·Manjimup, from a bird he shot ~at. Broke 
Inlet, approximately hal:f-way between Albaeyand _the L3euwin, 
on January 1, 1960. The bird had been llanded a't Y'"re Yare Sti3-t_:i.on 
in the Dandarragan distridt on March 13, 1958. In this case a ·flight 
of at least 300 miles was involvsd. 

DISTRICT ALIDWANCES. 

Following n-,,gotiations batwaen the Public Service Com ... 
missionar and th 3 Civil Servica Association of W.Ao Inc., agree­
ment has b::en reached on a n3w scale of district allovmnces to 
apply retrosp ,activ::,ly from January 2, 1959. While a compl~tely_ 
new sca:2.a of payments ( a ccording to districts within the Si;;ate) 
has been introduc -3d, only two outstaticns of this Depar;tment are 
affectad. They are at Shark Bay and Lroo_me, • v:here allowances of 
£52 and £156, ra.spectively, will be paid. 

CRAYFISHING. 

Geraldton-Abrolhos Crayfisharies. 

In a rgcent press statement, the Einister for Fisheries 
(Mr. Hutchinson) reported that two important alterations had b'3en 
made in the management of these fisheries. They were:-

, · 1. The Abrolhos Island season will commence on March 1, 
1960, instead of March 15 as in previ0us y ears: · 

·, . th th 
Fr0m 1961, thG whole · of tne ar3o. between th e 26 tmd 30 

·parallels of south lut{tude will be clos3d to crayfishing 
f'rcm August 15 until Nov'3r:ioer 14- in ea ch y13ar. 

The Minister a2so approved the permanent stationing of a 
vessel at G3raldton and the tempora ry allocation of an inspector 
to each of the is l and groups before the season opens. 
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. Cominenting on the decisions, the Minister said that 
. while the B'ishernen1 s Advisory Cammi ttae had r9commended . that 
- the close seas op· should be applied· from 1960, the Government 
had decided to defer its application until the following year to 
ar~ow the fisherraen adequate tine to adj1,1st their fishing practices. 
With regard to the · earli?r opening of the island season, the Minister 
pointed out that March l had b?en the regular opening date some years 
{!-go. It had been changed to March.,·15 in an attempt to _ avoid the high 
mortality experienced in the ear:Ly-season catches~ Last year, for 
the first tine, .this morta2.ity had been r 3duced to a Aegligible 
amount and the nduction h;;i,d b 3en widely attributed to the closer 
policing of the end of the close season which prevented pre-season 
fishing. Reverting to the_ earlier opening date should demonstrate 
whether biologicnl factors ·or fish:Li-ig practices exert the greater 
influence onthe early-seas'nn norta:.:..ity rate. 

White Crayfish Run. 

Reports from Geraldton indicate that _the 11whi te" crayfish 
s eason there has b3en a p0or one for most .fisherqen with catches 
down to a record 1ow. At Fremantle, however, -despite the late 
start to the season, ,good ca tches Vfere r3corded. . Inspector A. K. 
Malsom advised that one pro c wsing works, between 2._30 p.m. on 
December 17 and 5.30 a.rn. qn Decemb e r 18, processed 1,119 cases of 
crayfish tails. As there a·re ·2'5 lb. of tails to the case and the 
tail-weight is approximately ,3if/o- of the whole live-weight; it may 
be reckoned that in the fourtifan hours so□ething like 40 tons of 

: live crayfish were proce9s ".:d. 

SALMON BLOCK NETS BANNED. 

A departmental reco□m,,mdation that block nets _should be 
prohibited on the south coast has been accepted by the GovBrnment and 
gazetted. The ban has been applied because it is considered that 

. ~ the nets interfel'.'.e with the mi6r a tory movements of the . salmon schools 
·along the coast to th$ detrimnt of the industry. It seems likely 
that wl}en a run of saloon s_trikes a block net, the fish turn out to 
sea and, if they ever do return to the coast, it is not for a great 
nuraber of miles and are probably ngver caught. 
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SAFETY CAMPAIGN ON PLEASURE CRAFr. 

At a Beating convened in Novenber ::i.ast by the Minister 
controJ.ling the Harbour and Light Department (Mr. Court), mans 
to combat boating accidants ·occurring among privately owned craft wer9 
discussed. Also present at the conference were · the Minister for 
Health and Fisheries (Mr. Hutch:i.rison), the Manager of Harbour and 
Light Depart□ent (Mr. Forsyth) and the . President and represantatives 
of the Yachting Associe.tion of W.A. · .Mr. Ro ck, the President, re­
ported to the meeting that his Association was wil:),.int; to assist 
within its power 2.nd that t lB various c:l.ubs wou~:d be prepared to 
inspect· privately ovmed craft 0f non-q?.r.1b 3rs and advise them on 
the essential equipnent · and the ·proper handling of boats in diffi­
cult situations. 

In accordance witl: a sugg3stion mad3 by the Association 
t o the r:neting, pamphlets titl9d "Sailor Beware" iv3r3 printed. 
Distribut 3d to all schools before the close of the third t 3rm, th9 
pa!:1.ph2.'3ts advis -8d boat owners what precautions they shou2.d take, 
the saf ;ity gear they shoulc. carry and tho "Do ' s and Den' ts II in 
yachting and boating generally. Ten thousand copies of the pam­
phl3t w9re a~so c1istributea. from polic e: stations along the coast. 

Future publicity via th•::, press and r adio ha s since b Ben 
18ft in the hands of th 3 H ·,al th Education Council. 

fROFIT DOWN. 

Resulting 1nr0r:1 th :; lovrnr catch in 1958 · and a fall in whale­
oil pric,3s, th3 m,t profit of the Nor' W3st Whaling Co. Ltd. was 
mor .3 than halved in th9 yes r ending March 31, 1959. This was announ-
c ed in the press last month whcm the directors issued a report to 
shareh olders. The: report stated that tha 1959 season's oil produc­
tion had been sold i,orward at higher prices. The entire production 
of meal and sclub1as was a :Lso s 0ld :forward. 

COM;:!ON\F ALTH B.Ai"J ON FAUNA El:PORTS. 
. . . 

In a press r -e~_ease on D·3cemb;r 4-, the Common¥19alth Minister 
for Customs and Excise (S r..nator tha Hon. Denhaa Henty) announcGd that 
his Gcv3rnr:1ent had d~cid 3d _to prohibit, absolutaly, the exprirt of native 
fauna for cowrr;:Jrcial purposas. ,. DGspita agr aements reachad at a Com­
monwealth/Stat3 conference as r 3cently as· iast August, the Comr.1onw aal th 
Gov9rnm,mt d ,3cided to assume fu~-2 control over axport transactions 
under the powers provid3d by the Customs (Prchibibd Export) R9gulations. 
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Paying scant hs .3d to the sov8reign rights of the States to cons3rve 
their respectiv3 fauna., Senator Hant-y said that tlB only 8Xport of 
:?..ive fauna· his govarnment wou2.d p~rmit would b~ for bona fide zooJ.o­
gical and scientific purposes. 

The Premier (Mr. Brand) has written to the Prim3 Minist')r 
protas ting o.gains t the Commonvnal th Gc,\nr1m.,mt ' s 3X pa rte inter­
ference with the rights of th9 Stet3s and raq_uesting tha.t the pro­
posal b':l r;;consid'3r2.d with a vi .3w to the States carrying out thdr 
normal constitutional functions. 

LICENSING- OF FAUNA KEPT IN CAPTIVITY. 

Th:; succ'3ssful prosecution (in th ,3 PGrth P01ic ,3 Court, on 
D8oenber 22), of a florist who had so:'._c1 buclgarigars without a :Lic-:mse, 
has clrawn attention to the regulations controlling the bird trade ancl in 
the closing days of Daceraber a large nunb ,3r of lic :mses hav3 been iss­
ued to p8rsons authorising t h::,r1 to keep fauna in captivity. 

The Fauna Protection Act provid3s that no per son shall s 3J.). 

any fauna un28ss he is J.ic::,nsed and regulations mad:i und3r the Act 
direct that any person keeping ten unprotected birds, or any pro­
tect ;;d fauna whatsoever, shall be licensad. 

The fee is 10/- per annum. Inspectors should direct 
persons requiring tl,is licensa to writ e to H,%d Office advising 
the nunber of each species of fauna ha:Ld in captivity and to :mclose 
their remittance to cover the lic::Jns8 fa3. 

As a r:::,sult of continu3d comp:~aints received of birds being 
h::ild under unsatisfactory conditions, a · number of prosecutions are 
pending and the Rpyal AgricuJ.turo,l Society has announced that cage 
birds have been ba_nn2d as side-show prizes at the Royal Show this year. 

TRAWLING IN COCKBURN SOUND. 

Follcwing repeat ,3d cJ.aims by the Cockburn R0ad Board that 
trawling for cuttbfish and scallops in Cockburn Sound had destroy?.d 
fish f3eding grounds there, a survey ,vas carried out on Dacember 16 
to note the aff3cts of this type of trawling. The r.v. "LanceJ.in", 
under command of Capt ain H. C. W. Piesse, carri8d out trawling t9sts. 
Dr. R. George and ivir. Barry Wilson, of the Perth Museum, using under­
V/ater br::iathing apparatus, took note of the effect of the trawling on 
the algal waed which vrns reput edly used as cover by kingfish and whiting. 
Messrs George and Wilson also obtained samp:i_es of the weed fron the 
sea bed and took a nunber of und.Jrwatgr photographs. 
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A r epor t of t he surv ey wi l l 1) a prepa r ed by Dr. George and 
subr:iitted to the D"pa rtnent in due cours a . 

VISITING SHIPS. 

A party of boys fron the J apa nes e fishari 9s tra ining ve ssel 
"Kayo Maru" was t akan out on t he r.v. "Lanc?-lin" on Decemb ar 4-. 
Sone Fremantle crayfishermen co-operated by d alaying the pulling of 
their craYPots until tha "La ncelin" arrived s o t ha t the boys wo u1d be 
ab J.e to witness this phas e of crayfishing. Latar t he boys savr the 
crayfish being proc essed at one of the works. The 11 Kayo Maru11 arrived 
in Fr '.:) mantle on Decemb er 3 and s a il =,d on t he following Mnnday, D.ec 9mb 9r 
7, ].959. 

Large crowds visit ed the Ru ssian r esearch ship Vitiaz vrhen 
she was op :mcd t o public insp 3ction a t Fr 2-ma ntl9 on Sunday, D9ce0b3r 
6. The Vitiaz was th e third Ru ssian ship to r each Freman~le since 
the war and was reported as being the most fri endly. She had fourt een 
research l aborat ories staff 3d by ocea nogr aph0rs, icthyologists. a nd 
zoolo gists. When sh,e s a il3d from Fr ar,10.ntle on Dac emb e r 10, sh e was 
expected t o fol l0w a zig zag c0urse north f or about a thousand miles 
on her oceanogr aphica:-:.. work. During h er stay, th 9 ship was visited 
by many ::i..oc a:l. scientist s and soma of the Russ ians l ,;, ctured a t the 
Zool ogy Departnent 0f the University. 

SOUTHERH CRAYFISH SURVEY. 

On h er trip from the wat ers of the Southern Oc aa.n t o Fremantla, 
the charter :id vas s el "BJ.u3fin" ca rried out co·ntinuous crayfishing t ests 
untiJ. b3rthing a t Fr ;;raa.ntL3 on D-:,cer,1b er 18. 

Rep orting on resu2. t s of th-~ tests, Technical Offic 9r . R. J. 
McKay said t hat 11 whit e" cr ayfish wer e t a ken from the Leeuwin north 
t o Fr 3r:iant :Le . It saeE:3d possib:La , h a addad, that a n 3w s mall crny-
fish3ry cou:ld b e :;stablished in the ar ea below Bunbury as ther e app ear-
ed t o b a pl3nty rf suitabl3 gr ound ther e in t h e 22 :fathom zone . The 
fishery cou:!..d b 3 work'3d economically by freezar boats ba s ed a t Bunbury 
and Hamelin, he .said. 

After refitting, the "Bluefin" wi :·.1, early t his month, ret9st 
waters north of t he L::;euwin before r eturning t o the Archipel a go of the 
Recherche. 
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pEPARTMENTAL PROS_J;CUTION~. 

Octob9r 1, t c Dec a1:1.b,3r 3~-, 1959. 

___ . ..;._ 

Date Def =; ndant Court Charge R,asu1t 

20.10.59 Ivanczo J Dunlrnry U/siz0 crays F'in-::d £3 
12.11.59 Perham L. J. G2r aldton do " £2 

do Ayling R. do do II £5 
do Horn A. do do " £2 
do J ohnson T. L. do do II £2 

i.12.59 Akc:rstror; K. do clo II £2 
do Tester 11-I • H. do do II £2 

15.12.59 Finlay A. s. do do II £8 

do F:.c•rias D. do do II £5 

14.10 .59 Cha?.lis L. Perth do II £3 
do Lavtas K. do do II £5 

27 .10. 59 Mil]_:;r A. J. do do II £3 
do Soi.:,los J. do do II £2 

8.12.59 Kailis Br os do do " £6 

23.12.59 Caw:'.JY B. A. do S BC. 12 cc) II £5 

1.10. 59 Tonkin w. G-. Pinjarro.. S:~c. 12 ( a) 11 £5 

Fauna Prot8cticn Act. 

12.r~. 59 V0s c. Perth Ke~p~ng prot:=:,cted :fauna 
without p3rmit II £5 

22.12.59 Van _,n:~en P. do Ill8gal dealing in 
birds " £10 

26.11.59 Moriarty s. Pinjarra ~i~d§oying prot:=:,ct9d fl £2 



CLEA.RING HOUSE. 

Sardines Return to Central California. 

It seemed abundantly qlear by October 8 that sardines really 
had returngd to central California waters. One school a half mile 
long by a third of a mile wide, and containing an estimated 10,000 
tons was reported off Pt. Sur. 

Furthermore, an ironic twist was given to the situation 
by the fact that four San Pedro purse seiners were fishing in central 
California waters, and their catch was being trucked to San Ped.rot 
For years, it will be recalled, Monterey's fleet of purse seiners · 
made their catches in southern California, and the fish had to be 
shipped to Monterey and San Francisco canneries at the boat owners' 
expense. 

Early in the month it appeared that the fish had started 
to move south, but as of the night of October 7 they seemed to be 
back ·aroung;Monterey again, and on that night some 500 tons were 
caught within a few miles of Monterey. 

It was thought that the fish were mainly of the 1957-58 
year class. They are 9 to 10" long, and go five or six to the can. 

· (Pacific Fisherman's Nc.iws Oregon U.S.A. November, 1959) 

Outer Seven Trade Agreement. 

Next week at Stockholm, discussions will talce place which 
are likely to lead to the early signing of an Outer Severi trade agree­
ment. Many in the fishing industry are convinced that the dis­
cussions will result in the free import of frozen fish from Norway, 
Denmark and elsewhere • 

.. That this would be a setback to the British catchers' main 
outlet, the· home market, there is little doubt. Nor could there be 
much dubiety that such an innovation, added to the other pinpricks of 
recent years, would bring more despondency at a time when a tonic 
would be welcome. 



(ii) 

With fa1·1_ing catches, unilateral imposition of "fishing 
1imits 11 by Iceland and Eire,. headland to 11:,adland baseline-s and the 
r est, tho se v;hose wel:1-being depends on fisheries cou1d not be ex­
p ected to be iii a particulady magnanimous mood. 

Being· ':io:ng-su:ffering, in the tradition of their forbears, 
they SRem to be resigned to the -inevitable - that in top-level bar­
gain~ng their livelihood has limited value in the international 
market-place. 

But _the pass ivity has not been complete. There have 
been r easonable suggestions about how the balance w.ight, at l <, ast in 
part, be restored, if free imports ·of fish are allowed. 

Perhaps that which might appeal most strongly to the good­
will of a :::.::i.. parties came from Mr. Atkinson at Fleetwood last wr-;ek. 
He said, in effect, that if we . are to throw open our home market, 
then those who bsmefit should. be prepared to give our fishing boats 
fr ee access to fishing grounds lying within arbitrary limits which 
exist now or may exist after the next International Conference on 
the Law of the Sea at Geneva. 

That strikes us as being a perfectly reasonable request, 
one that should appeal to the fairmindedness of any who believe that 
concessions must -be made in the interests of international agreement. 
Our r~presentatives would do well to ponder it between now and their 
arri va1 in Stockholm. 

It vro uld be encouraging, and somewhat novel, to see them 
emerge from the conference room having obtained some relaxation of 

... the irri ta'ting restrictions whioh deny to our fishermen the freedom 
· of mov13ment that would a;_low them to · comp eta with other nationals on 
an equal footing~ 

By so doing, Britain~ reprasentatives would dispel the 
growing f8eling that in matters . such as this; the fishing industry 
of this 6ountry is continua.Uy conceding but rec~ives little for its 
pains. 

(Fishing News London November, 1959.) 
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Increasing Importance of the Norway 
Lobster to Fish Trad3. 

Nephrops, the squat =~itt2.e Norv,ay l9bster, "scampie" or 
Dublin prawn is coming back into the fish trade with increasing im­
portance, writes Eric Hardy. The fine weather and long fishing 
days this year enabled inshore trawlers to work further away from 
home and exploit its fishery in many western waters. 

In the Irish Sea area from which it took its name; it 
has been trawled by Conway and other boats off; the muddy bottom in 
around 18 fathoms of water from Lambay Island to Strangford Loch 
and from Walney to St. Bees Head. In addition catches have been 
made in the Scottish Minches. 

This crustacean is still as widely distribut9d in the 
Irish Sea as Johnston reported years ago. However, the fishery is 
not confined to the West. Fishermen have hauled as much as a 
hundredweight a time in the Firth of Forth - while a fishery for 
it exists in the waters off Coquet Island and the North-East coast. 
With regard to · landing North Shields and G-rimsby are two of the lead­
ing ports on the east coast, however, their amounts do not rise as 
high as Milford Haven's and Fleetwood' s. Turning further af'ield, 
Norway lobsters are found from northern Scandinavia to Africa's 
north-west coast. 

In certain areas the Norway lobster is knovm as ihe sea­
crayfish though this-term is misleading. However there is a close 
relatibnship between the two. The former usually measures eight 
inches .in length and is known chiefJ,y by its slender body and 
slender front claws. It is a pale pinky grey in colour and, of 
course, boils up pink. It has broad lobster-like tail carr-ying 
the eggs through the winter. Spawning in autumn, . the Norway lobster 
casts its skin in early spring. Males grow larger than f emales 
and are in the majority in catches landed. 

In recent years the landings, and their value, of' Nephrops 
have been continually increasing. I am obliged to Mr. G-.G-.W. Moorey, 
District Inspector -of Fisheries for the Ministry of' Agriculture and 
Fisheries at Fleetwood for figures from there which show a total 
landing of 4,029 cwt. worth £10,794 in 1958. Clearly indicating 
tho increase in value that has occurred is the fact that the first 
nine months of 1959 saw a landing. of 1,679 cwt. worth £7,746 com­
pared with 3,136 cwt. yi:Jlding £7,934 in the same period last year. 



(iv) 

Most of thes::, were landsd by cTabbers and other trawl3rs working 
the Irish side of th3 Irish Sea and thq Scottish Minches. They 
are now put ashore uncookcJd which msani they must be procsssed or 
refrigerated quickJ.y due to their t:8ndsncy to deteriorate rapidJ.y if 
1eft untreated, especia :.ly in summ:Jr. · 

At Milford Haven the M1nistry of Agricu1tur,s and Fish:iries 1 

Inspector kindly provides .scime statistics Vihich show a total 1958 
landing o·f Norway J.obsters of 3,333 cwt. worth £18,1+98 of which 13 cwt. 
were put ashore by foreign vesse~:.So In the first three months of 

.1959 3,745 cwt. V1orth £26,115, were landed of which 213 cwt. were 
foreign-caught. At M:L~ford the maximum landings of Norway lobsters 
are usually made from ,h1ly t _o August~ __ 

An idea of the ov3ra.2.l increase in th3 fishery can be 
gained from the following annual landing figur es for England and 
Wales. 

crl. ,.:C. 
19¼ 4,958 21,647 
2955 5,4-98 23,259 
1956 4-, 317 19,193 . -
1957 . 5,44-4 23,4-89 

Travi'l:Jrs wi2.J._ no doubt · find Norwegian lobsters a profitable 
line to fish in future summers where the sea"."bsd is soft and muddy, 
on the East Coast from about 33 to 42 fathoms and on the West Coast from 
10 to 20 fathoms • 

. Th8re are . still gaps in the scientists' knowledge with re­
gards to the lif8 history of .the'Norwegian lobster, particularly about 
th8 behaviour of the berried f ::male durin~ _her winter's egg-carrying and 
of any migrations the male may maki, and whether or no~ tha females bury 
thems g~l.ves out of reach of the trawls, ·thus causing th9 catches to havs 
a larger rn.unbsr of males than fema],.es in. them as ·they do. 

(Fishing News London November, 1959) 

Thailand Daveloping a Shrimp Industry. 

. The first shipment of frozC:Jn shrimp (prawns) from Thailand 
• ·(Siam) t Q the Uni fad States t ook place this year in April. The packer, 

with headquarters in Bangkok, has a compbte procassing and packing p::i.ant 
located .in the 'Government freezer thera. 



"' 
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The faci l i-bJ offers a capacity of 3,500 tons. The one 
company is the only pack3r operating in the warehouse at pr es ent. 

The initial shipment of shrimp wa s the first fro zen 
product ever shipp9d' from Thailand. The packer uses a five-pound 
package for packing the frozen shrimp. 

The Thailand_pack 3r expe cts to pack about 500,000 pounds 
during its fi:rst y o.ar of operation. It supp.li 9s fishermen \>Vi th 
nets, and has secured .services of Japanese technicians to teach 
native fish 9rrnen how to 0b t ain shrimp using modern fishing methods. 

The packer obtains mostly white shrimp, but has secur3d 
some tigerstripe shrimp. Host of th e catch has b9en jumbo size 

. with very little smaller than 10-to-the-pound. The fishing s ea-
son ·usually lasts about nine months. 

(Market N_ews Service New' York Novemb3r 2d, · 1959.) 

Ooaanographer,:L C11ll for Fish Census. 

How many fish are th3r ,3 in the sea and where t hey are and 
how th eir numb ers can be increas ed t o f eed the ever-increast.21f human 
poptil!3,tion of the · earth were practical questions in the background of 
ori.e : s ession of the International Oc eanographic Congress at the United 
Nations in Septembar 1959. But no one amon·g the 500 experts from 38 
countries knew the ansvrnrs. 

The great n eed f or human nutrition is protein and fish 
is a rich source of proteins. - If ·t hey could be rais 9d as b eef on 
fertile watery f a rms an<;l :i;-anges their numbers .coul d b e incree.sed 
enormously and the fish themsslves woul d grow to . much J_ar ger size. 
But their growth and numbers are limited by th '3 a rriount of food they 
can find. Incr.easipg fish production requires an increase in the 
micro scopic f:i.sh food cal led plankton on wh:1.ch fish ~-ife depends. 
A p:.~ankton census must precede a fish csnsus. 

Studies of plankton made by the Scottish Oc eo.nographic 
Laboratory were report ad to the Congress. Thess microscopis plants 
and aninals occur in astronomical numbers in most sea vmt 9r. More 
than 50 ,ooo samples of p:.ankton were anai yzed annua~_l y and each was 
separated into about 100 differ·ant sp ecies to discover _where each is most 
plentiful. A plan.kton map of the North Sea and the nearby-parts of the 
Atlantic and Arctic oceans wi11 soon be published as a guide to the 
fish-f ,rnding grounds. 
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Extension of such a map t o the entire ocean and t o a world 
fish census is being dis ss9d as a major project in the naar future 
for one of the int ernational organizations such as UNESCO or the 
International Council of Scientific Unions. M~anwhil3 there have 
been some successful transplantations of young fish over long oceanic 
distances to better feeding grounds. This was done for the European 
plaice with a large increase in the catch at the new location. The 
striped sea bass hav9 been successfully transferred from the Atlantic 
to the Pacific. But every attempt to grow Atlantic shore oysters in 
the Pacific has fail8d. Much research will be need:;d on sea plants 
and Sinall animals before any effect can he expect-3d on the catch of 
edible fish. 

A prof~ssor of Cambridge University in England reported to 
the Congress on the fantas.tic forms that have developsd among fishes 
of the great deeps of the ocean - f'ish with mouths that . extend half 
the length of their bodies, stomachs that can be extended to permit a 
fish to devour a fish larger than itself, and luminous bait that some 
fish carry, ::0;:;fore them op _long aritennae-lik~ -organs to attract their 
food. The reason for the existence of these queer fish is unknown 
but the professor claimed that the absolutely unchanging environment in 
the dark depths of the sea wouJ.d permit mut'ation to run wild over mill­
ions of years. In the deep trenches that · sink a mile or more below 
the great plains of the sea bottom, the odd species that davelop in 
one trench may be quite dif ferent from those in a neighboring trench. 

(Market News Service New York November 9, 1959.) 

G-ENI!.'VA SEA LAW CONFERFJ1Q!. 

The second international conference on the Law of the Sea 
begins in G-eneva on March 17 and is expected to last until April 14-. 

Two questions to be dealt with are outstanding from the 
first conference held in 1958. These are the width of territorial 
seas and the breadth of zones in which exclusive fishing rights may 
be exercised by Coastal states outside their territorial waters. 

Among the 89 Governments which have been invited to attend 
are the 82 United Nations member States, as well as West G-ermany, 
the .Holy See, South Korea, Monaco, San Marino, Switzerland and Viet 
Nam. 

(Fishing News London December*, 1959) 
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