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STAFF NOTES.

The Direector, Mr. A. J. Fraser will Sand a few d@ys in
Albany from Januvary 12,

e e Ak e

Inspector B, A, Carmichael will hand over the Geraldton

. district to Inspector R. M. Crawford on the latter's return to duty

on January 10, Inspector Carmichael will then resume control of
the Albany district. >

de N s e

The Chief Clerk, Mr, B, R. Saville, commenced annual leave
on December 31 and on its completion will commence three month's long
service leave, During his absence, the following staff adjustments
will be made:-

Mr., He B, Shugg will be Chief Clerk;
Mr, A. Jo Buchanan will be Fauna Protection Officer;
Mre W. K, Cherrington will be Statistics Officer, and

Mr., G. C. Ferguson will carry out Mr, Cherrington's normal
duties in the Fauna Section,

Temporary assistance will be obtained to carry out Mr,
Ferguson's duties,.

ac sk sle o

We welcome to the staff Mr. Lawson Clinton Stock who was
appointed on December 2 as Enginser, "Peron", classification G~II=-3,
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Mr. J. McK. Mitchsll, of Haad office, who commenced annual
leave on November 30, .was taken iTZ dur:Lng his l=save and commencsad
sick leave on Deoomber 7. He is not expected to return to duty
until January 5.

EA TR SR I

Miss Y, L. Lauffer, of Head offlce, 5pent a week in Rcyal
Perth Hospital from December 22. ~ We were pleased to have Miss
Lauffer rcturn to duty on December 29.

$ ok g ok

Miss P, J. Pegrum,of Head Office; ceased duty on December
2 prior to her retirement from the s=rvices A farewell function
in her honour was combined with the usual departmental Christmas
gathering. The Minister for Fisheries (Mr., Hutchinson) on behalf
of all the staff, presented Miss Pegrum with two handsome travelling
cases and wished her "bon voyage" on the S.S., "Orcades which sailed
for Europe on December 28,

N N ke

Officers resturning to duty after annual leave during the
month include Technical Officer J. S, Simpson on January 7; Mr, W,
Ko Cherrington on January 14 and Technical Officer L.G. Smith on
January 21.

A G S

Technical Officer R. J. McKay completed his tour of duty
on the research vessel "Bluefin" on December 18 when she rsturn=d
to Fremantle.

Congratulations are extend=d to Assistant Inspector and
Mrss G. D, Houston on the birth of their daughter, Carol Anne, at
South Perth Community hospital on December 8, Inspector Houston
will take over the p.v, "Misty Isle" from December 22 vice Inspec-
tor E, I. Forster who will be stationed in the metropolitan area,

N O

Inspector A, V. Green of Mandurah, will commence three montHs
long service leave on January {5 Rellevmg Inspector G. C. Jeffery
will be in charge of the Mandurah district during Mr. Green's absznce.
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PERSCINAL PARS.

The Minister for Fishsries, Mr. Ross Hutchinson, will
attand the Health Ministerc Confersnce in Sydney and a civil
d=fencz conflerence to be held in Canberra. During his absance
from the State (January 9 - 25), the Hon, William Stewart Bovell,
MeLeAs, will bz Acting Chief S°cr=ta:y end Minister for Hsalth
and Fishesries,

SN e M
Dr. A. J. Marshall, Reader in Zoology and Comparative
Anatomy at St. Bartholomew's Msdical Colilsge in the University
of London, has bzsen appointzd Professor of Biology at the new
Monash University in Victoria,. + may be remembered that Dr.
larshall visitsd this State last year and coliaboratzd with Dr.
DeLa Serventy and Professor Donald S, Farner in studies of the
breeding cycle of Australier birds.

PO

Dr, and Mrs. L. E. Richdale, of Dunsdin, Nsw Zealand,
wiil spend a week in Perth batween January 8 and 15 bsfors
resuming their journsy to Cape Town, Dr. Richdale is inter—
nationally famous for his painstaking work on the 1ife history
of penguins and albatroscses, on which he has published two bcoks
and numerous tschnical paperss For this work he was award=d
the Hector Mzda® of the Royal Society of New Zealand and -recaived
honours from ornithological sociztiss in Germany and U,S.A. Whilst
in Psrth hs will 3pend somz timz at the Wildlifs Survey laboratory
of the CeSeIl.R.0 He will also bz taken by thz Fauna Warden Mr. S.
W, Bowler tc visit nesting grounds of the straw-nsckad ibis.

» ! 3 Vg
PN % N

Professor Ernst Meyr, of ths Museum of Comparative
Zoology, Harvard, is dus to arrives in Perth on January 23 and will
leave for Singapore on Fsbruary 12, He was invited to Melibourne
as guest speaker for the centsnary symposium of the Royal Society
of Victoria, to commemorats the dual centenaries of the granting of
the royal title to the sociszty and the publication of Darwin's
"Origin of the Spscies". Professor Meyr is one of the most em-
inent of" living ornitholegists and has published numerous papers
on Australian birds. He h2s collaborated in work with Dr. D. L.
Serventy and Dr. J. A. Kzast, of Sydney, Whilst in this State,
Professor Mayr will bz toker on a tour of representative local
habitats by Drs. D. L. Scrveonty and A. R. Maln.
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Congratulations are extendsd to Mr. A. W, Mumme, who
somz years ago was Statistics Officer in our Head office and
mors latterly a member of the staff of thas Commonwealth Bureau
of Census and Statistics. Mr. Mumme as a part-time student,
graduated as a Batchelor of Arts at the University of Western
Australia last month, Hez was awardad the Shell prize in In-
dustrial Relations and gin=d distinctions in that subject and in
Economics IIT,

Mr, Jack Vincent, joint Menaging-Dirzctor of Ross Group
Ltd., of Grimsby, Engliand, will bz visiting Austra’ia during Feb-
ruery and March., Hz will arrive in Perth on February 23. The
Minister for Fisheries, lr. Hutchinson, in a rascant press stats-
ment said he was particularly interest=d in Mr. Vincant's visit
because of the opportunity it would offer to create a fresh over-
seas markest for craytails and other local products. Mr, Vincent
will tour the nsarer crayfishing grounds in thz Department's patrol
vessel "Dampier" and will also inspect processing factories,  Ross
Group Ltde is onz of Britain's foremost fish proczssing and dis-
tributing companies and lMr. Vincent's visit could result in the
establishment by the company of its own fish processing organisation
here.

Congratulations ars extendzd to Mr, Ludwig Glausrt,
immediate past Dirsctor of the Westsrn Australiian iussum, who
was awardasd an M.B.E, in the Quzen's New Yesar Honours Iist. The
award was bestowed in recognition of Mre. Gilauert's davotad and
zealous contributions to zoolegical research and in expanding the
Museun's ssrvices in the community. Hz2 was active in obtaining
ethnological collections and spant time studying the Australian
- aboriginale. Mr. Glauert is a past przsident of Perth Legacy,
the Royal Society and ths W.A, Naturalists Club., He was awardzd
the K2lvin Gold M2dal by thes Royal Socizty in 1945 and in 1948 he
receivad the Australian Natural History Medaliion.s In 1955 hs
was grantad a Carnegie Award.,



(5)

SOUTH AFRICAN FIRM IN PERTH.

A branch of the huge South African fishing organisation,
Irvin and Johnson, opsnsd in Perth recently. The rzgistered office
of the company is at Victoria House, 98 St. George's Terrace, and
the working office at 375 Hay Street. Mr, Don Jamizson, formerly
of Gollan and Co. has been appointed manager,

CHRISTMAS LTESSAGES.

. -.Among the many felicitations sxtsndzd to the Dirsctor and
staff were thes following two messagas:-

"Dzar Mr. Fraser,

I dzsirs to thank you and your staff for your loyal

and conscisenticus szrvics te me since I assumed office

as Chief Secrevary and Minister for H=alth and Fisheriss
in April cf this year. Your assistance at all times has
been k2enly appreciatad,

I woeuld aliso like to wish yourszlf and officars a very
enjoyable Christmas and a Happy New Ysar.

Yours sincersly,

Ross Hutchinson Lo
MINISTER FOR FISHERIES."

"Dear Mr. Fraser,

This yzar we wiil not be sending a formel Christmas
greeting from the Public Service Commissioner's Office,
and in visw of the many oppecrtunitiss which we havs to
meet each other in the course of the nsxt week or so, I
de not propose to hold the usual Christmas gathering of
senior officers.

I would, therefore, like to take this opportunity of
thanking you for your co-operation in 1959, and of
conveying seasonal greetings from the staff of this
offices '
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May I also express my appr=ciation to the members of
your staff for thesir loyalty and sfficient service in
the year Jjust closing.” I trust that they will all
enjoy and benefit by the Christmas break, and that
the year 1960 will be one of happiness for them and
their families,

Yours sincerely,

R. J. Bond
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSIONER, "

BIRD BAND RECOVERIES.

Giant Petrels.

_ Banding dstails have been rzceived from the Fish and
Wildlifzs Service of the U.S.A. rzgarding two of the bandzd giant
patrels rascovered on our coast last wintere The first, found
dead on the besach at North Fremantls on June 22, had been bandad
at Bird Island, South Gzorgia, in the Antarctic on January 31 of
the same year, The second, which was troppad nsar the South
Mole at Fremantlz on Junz 2., had also bszen banded at Bird Island
on the samz day =~ January 3., ..959. Unfortunatsly, the Fish and
Wildiife Szrvica did not indicats the ags of the birds when banded,
but presumably thsy werz trapp=d as nestlings.

Wilid Duckse

Mre W, Go Bennetty of Perth, rsturnzd to us thz2 first
Quzensland band so far known to have bzen racoverad in this State.
It was No C 00102 and was takesn from a wild duck shot at Lake Gun-
daring 8 miles east of Wagin on opening day, Sunday, Dacamber 20,
Details of the banding arz not yet known but will be published when
recsived from the Department of Agriculture and Stock, Brisbane,

Another interesting duck-band recovery was sznt in by MNr.
F. Sutherland, of Ajana, Hz recoverad band No 11810 from a black
duck which he shot 14 milss west of Ajana on December 20, 1959.
The bird had besen banded by one of our voluntary opsrators, Mre. D,
Moir, on his property at Cape Richz on February 21, 1959. The
fiight of 530 miles from Cape Riche to Ajana is the longest yot
recordzd by a black duck ii. Western Australia.
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Mr. I. E, Mainwaring, of Como, returned to us a band
recoverad from.a black duck on February 26, 1958, on the lurchison
River north of Geraldtone This bird has bzen banded at Karrinyup
Lake, six miles north of Perth on January 16, 1958, A flight of
at least %05 milzs was indicatzd in this cases

..~ Anotheriunusually long flight by a black duck was 're-
corded in the return of band No 7272, This band was r=zcovarzad
by Mre D.R. Beale, of ‘Manjimup, from a bird he shot-at Broke
Inlet, approximately half-way between Albany and the Lazuwin,
on January 1, 1960, The bird had been banded at Yare Ysre Station
in the Dandarragan district on March 13, 1958. ° In this case a flight
of at least 300 milzss was involvzd,

DISTRICT ALIOWANCES,

Following nzgotiations bztwsen the Public Szrvice Come=
missioner and the Civil Servics Association of W.A. Inc., agree-
ment has bzen reached on a naw scale of district ailowanczss, to
apply retrospectivsly from Januaery 2, 1959, While a completely
new scals of payments (according to districts within the State)
has been introducsd, only two outstaticns of this Department are
. affectads They are at Shark Bay and Broome,- where allowances of
£52 and £156, raspectivesly, will bz paid.

CRAYFISHING.

Geraldton-Abrolhos Crayfisheries.

In a rscent pfess statement, the liinister for Fisheries
(Mr. Hutchinson) reported that two important alterations had bzen
~made in the management of these fisheries. They were:-

1., The Abrolhos Island season will commence on March 1,
1960, instsad of March 15 as in previous ysars:

2, From 1961, the whole of the arce between the 26 Purd 30th
‘parallels of south latitude will be closzd to crayfishing
from August 15 until Novzsmber 14 in =sach year.

The Minister also approved the pzsrmanent stationing of a
vessel at Gzraldton and the temporary allocation of an inspector
to each of the island groups beforz ths season opens,
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> Commentlng on the decisions, the Minister saild that
whlle th@ Fishernen's Advisory Committese had rscommended, that
the close s=ason should be appiied from 1960, the Government
had decided to defer its application until the following yzar to

 .allow the fishermen adequate timz to adjust their fishing practices.

With regard to the earligr opsning of the island season, the Minister
pointed out that March I had bgen the resgular opsning dats some yzars
agos. It had bzen changed to March:-15 in an attempt to avoid the high
. mortality experienced in the early~-season catches. - Last year, for
the first time, this mortality had bLeen r=duczd to a negligible
amount and the raduction had bzen widsly attributed to thz closer
policing of the end of the close season which prevented pre-szason
fishing, Reverting to the earlier cpening date should demonstrate
whather biological factors or fishing practices exsrt the greater

. infiuences on the early-season nortality rate.

White Crayfish Run.

Reports from Gesraldton indicate that the "white" crayfish
season there has bzen a pror one for most fishermen with catches
down to a rscord iow, At Fremantle, howevsr, despite the late
start to the season, ,good catches were rscordzd.. Inspector A. K.
Melsom advised that one proczssing works, between 2,30 p.m. on
December 17 and 5,30 a.m. on Dscember 18, procssssd 1,119 cases of
crayfish tails. As there are 25 1b, of tails to ths cass and the
tail-weight is approximately  30% of the whols live-weight, it may
be reckonad that in the fourteen hours somzthing like 4O tons of
‘live crayfish were proczssad.

SATLMON BIOCK NETS BANNED,

; A departmental rscommendation that block nets should be
prohlblted on the south coast has been accepted by the Government and
gagetted. The ban has been applied because it is considered that
+the nets interferz with the migratory movements of the salmon schools
~‘along the coast to ths detrinsnt of the industry, It seems likely
that when a run of saimon strikes a block net, the fish turn out to
sea and, if they ever do return to the coast, it is not for a great
nunbar of miles and are probably naver caught.
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SAFETY CAMPAIGN ON PLEASURE CRAFT.

At a mzsting convensd in November last by the Minister
controlling the Harbour and Light Department (Mr, Court), mzans
to combat boating accidents occurring among privately ownad craft wersz
discussed. Ais0 present at the conference were the Minister for
Health and Fisheries (Mr. Hutchinson), the Manager of Harbour and
Light Department (Mr, Forsyth) and the President and reprasantatives
of the Yachting Asscciation of W.A. Mr. Reck, the President, re-
ported to the mzeting that his Association was wiiling to assist
within its power and that thz various clubs wou.d bz preparsd to
inspect: privately owned craft of non-m2pmbsrs and advise them on
the essential equipment and the preper handling of boats in diffi-
cult situations. -

_ In accordance with a suggzsstion madz by the Association
to the mseting, pamphlats titl=sd "Sailor Beware" wsrz printed.
Distributad to all schools bafore the close of the third tzrm, thse
pamphlzts advisad boat owners what prescauticns they should take,
the safsty gsar. thsy should carry and the "Do's and Den'ts" in
yachting and beating gensrally, Ten thousand copiess of ths pam-
phlst ware also distributzd from policz stations along the coast.

Future pubiicity via the press and radic has since bzen
lsft in the hands of thz H-alth Education Council.

FROFIT DOWN.

Rzsulting from th: lowesr catch in 1958 and a fall in whale-
0il prices, thz nzt profit of the Nor' Wast Whaling Co. Ltd. was
morz than halved in thz yser ending March 31, 1959, This was announ-
ced in the press last month when the directors issuesd a report to
sharzholdsrs, Thz report stated that thz 1959 season's oil produc-
tion had been scid forward at higher prices. The entire production
of meal and sclublics was also sold forwarde.

COM:ONWTALTH BAN ON TFAUNA EXPORTS.

In a press releasz on Dzcember L4, the Commonwszalth Minister
for Customs and Exciss (Senator thes Hon, Denhan Henty) announcsd that
his Gevernment had dgecided to prohibit, absolutesly, the sxport of native
fauna for commsrcial purposss, Despite agrzements reached at 2 Com~
monwzalth/State conference as rzcently as last August, the Commonwszalth
Governmant dscided to assume fuill control over sxport transactions
under the powers providzd by the Customs (Prchibit>d Export) Rsgulations.
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Paying scant hzzd to the sovareign rights of the States to conssrve
their respective fauna, Senator Henty said that ths only sxport of
Zives fauna his govarnment would parnlt would b2 for bona fide zcolo-
gical and scientific purpoesszs, . :

The Premier (Mr. Brand) has writtsn to the Primz Minister
protesting against the Commonw2alth Governnsnt's zx parte inter-
farencs with th“ rights of thz Stetzs and r= cu“stlng that the pro-
posal bz raconsidersd with a viaw to thz States carrying out thair
normal constitutional functions.

LICENSING OF TAUNA KEPT IN CAPTIVITY,

Th2 successful prosscution (in tha Parth Policz Court, on
Dzcember 22), of a florist who had sold budgarigars without a licsensa,
has drawn attention to the regulations controlliing the bird trads and in
the closing days of Dzcember a large numbar of licznses havz bsen iss-
uad to pesrsons authorising thsm to ksep fauna in captivity.

any fauna unlzss hz is licznsed and regulations mada undar tha Act
dirsct that any person kseping ten unprotectsd birds, or any pro-
tectzd fauna whatsoever, shall bz licenszd,

The fee is 10/~ par annum, Inspectors should direct
persons requiring this licensz to writz to Head Office advising
the number of each species of fauna hzid in capt1v1ty and to znclose
thsir remittancs to cover the licanse fza.

As a result of continusd complaints received of birds bezing
held under unsatisfactory conditions, a number of prosscutions are
pending and the Royal Agricultural Society has announcad that cage
birds have bzen bannzd as side-show prizes at the Royal Show this year.

TRAWLING IN COCKBURN SOUND.

Following repeated claims by the Cockburn Read Board that
trawling for cuttlzfish and scallops in Cockburn Sound had dsstroysd
fish f2eding grounds there, a survey was carried out on Dscember 16
to note the a2ff2cts of this type of trawling. The r.v, "Lanczlin",
under commend of Captain He C. W, Pizsse, carried out trawling tests.

Dr. R. George and #r. Barry Wilson,of the Perth Museum, using undsr-
water braathing apparatus, took nots of the effect of the trawling on
the algal wzed which was reputadly used as cover by kingfish and whiting.
Mzssrs George and Wilson also obtainzd samples of the wsed from the

sea bed and took a numbsr of undsrwatsr photographs.
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report of the survay will be preparsd by Dr. George and
submitted to the D:partment in dus coursa.

VISITING SHIPS.

A party of boys from the Japansss fisheriss training vessel
"Kayo Maru" was taken out on the r.v. "Lancalin" on Dzcembar L.
Some Fremantle crayfishermen co-operatzsd by delaying the pulling of
thzir craypots until the "Lancelin" arrivsd so that the boys would be
able to witness this phass of crayfishing, Iatar the boys saw the
crayfish being procsssed at one of the works. The "Kayo Maru" arrived
in Freomantle on Dzcember 3 and sailzd on the following Mconday, Dzcambar

7, 195%.

Large crowds visited the Russian research ship Vitiaz when
she was opzned to public inspection at Frzmantls on Sunday, Dzcember
6. The Vitiaz was the third Russian ship to reach Fremantle since
the war and was reported as being the most friendly. She had fourteen
research laboratories staff:d by oceanocgraphesrs, icthyologists. and
zoologistss  When she sailzd from Fremantle on Dscember 10, shz was
expectzd to follow a zigzag course north for abeut a thousand miles
on her ocsanographical work, During her stay, thz ship was visitzd
by many local scientists and some of the Russians lzctured at the
Zoology Despartment of the University.

SOUTHERN CRAYFISH SURVEY.

On har trip from thz watsrs of the Southern Ocsan to Fremantle,
the chartsra2d vessel "Blusfin" carried out continuous crayflshlnp tﬁsts
until berthing at Prﬁnunt“e on Dzcember 18,

Reporting on resuits of thz tests, Technical Officsr R. J.
McKay said that "white" crayfish were taken from the Leeuwin north
to Framantle, It sszemad possiblz, he addzd, that a naw small cray-
fishary could be 3stablishad in the area below Bunbury as thers appear-
ed to be planty of suitablz ground thers in thes 22 fathom zone. The
fishery could bz werksd economically by freezer boats basad at Bunbury
and Hemelin, he .said.

After refitting, the "Bluefin" will, early this month, retest
waters north of the Lzeuwin before returning to the ﬁrchlpe’agn of the
Recherche,
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DEPARTMENTAL PROSECUTIONS,

October 1, tc Decambar 31, 1559.

Date Defandant Court Charge Result
20,10,59 Ivenczo J Bunbury U/size crays Finad £3
12,11.59 Perham L. J. Garaidton do " £2

do Aviing R. do do "oo£5

do Horn A. do do v £2
do Johnson T. L. de do "nooge
1,12,59  Aksrstrom K. do do "oogo
do Tester M. He. do do L £2
15.12,59 Finlay A. S. do do * £8
do Torias D, do do rogh5
14,10,59 Challis L. Perth do n g3
do Lavtas Ka do de "ogh5
27.10,59 Miller A. J. do do " g3
do Soulos J. do doe "og2
8.12.59 Kailis Bros do do "og6
23,12,59 Cawlzy B. A, do Sec. 12 (c) vog5
1.10,59 Tonkin W. G, Pinjarra Szc. 12 (a) nog5
Fauna Protecticn Act.
12,1%1,59 Ves C, Perth Ke3ping protactad fauna
without psrmit "o£5
22,12.,59 Van Alilen P, do Illzgal dealing in
birds . "t £10
26,11.59 loriarty S. Pinjarra Egg&goying protactzd "




CLEARING HOUSE.

Sardines Return to Central California,

It sesem=d abundantly clear by October 8 that sardinss really
had returnsd to central California watzrs, One school a half mile
long by a third of a mile wide, and containing an estimated 10,000
tons was reportsd off Pt. Sur.

Furthermore, an ironic twist was given to the situation
by the fact that four San Psdro purse seiners were fishing in central
California waters, and their catch was being trucked to San Pedro}
For years, it will be recalled, Monterey's fleet of purse seiners
made their catches in southern California, and the fish had to be
shipped to Monterey and San Francisco cammeries at the boat owners!'
eJCp 2NS2Ze

: Early in the month it appeared that the fish had started
to move south, but as of the night of October 7 they scemed to be
back around nonterey again, and on that night some 500 tons were
caught within a few miles of Montereye.

It-was thought that the fish were mainly of the 1957-58
year class. - They are 9 to 10" long, and go five or six to the can.

- (Pacific Fisherman's News Oregon U.,S.A. November, 1959)

Outer Seven Trade Agreement,

Next week at Stockholm, discussions will take place which
are liksly to liead to the eariy signing of an Outer Seven trade agres-
ment, Many in the fishing industry are convinced that the dis=-
cussions will result in the free import of frozen fish from Norway,
Denmark and elsewhere.

That this would be a setback to the British catchers! main
outlet, the home market, there is little doubt. Nor could there be
much dubisty that such an innovation, added to the other pinpricks of
recent years, would bring more despondency at a time when a tonic
would be welcome,
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With faliling catches, unilateral imposition of "fishing
limits" by Iceland and Eire, headland to hzadland baselines and the
rest, those whose wellibsing depends on fisheries could not be sx-
pnctOd to be 1n a partlculnrly magnanimous mood,

elng-iong—sufferlng, in the tradition of their forbears,
they s=2em to be resignsd to theinevitable - that in top-level bar-
gaining their livelihood has limited value in thes international
market-place,

But the passivity has not been complste. There have
been rzasonable suggestions about how the balance might, at l=sast in
part, be restored, if fres imports of fish ares allowed,

Pprhaps that which might appeal most strongly to the good-
will of a.l parties cams from Mr. Atkinson at Flsetwood last wssk,
He said, in effect, that if we ars to throw open our home market,
then those who bcnﬂflt should be prepared to give our fishing boats
freze access to fishing grounds lying within arbitrary limits which
exist now or may exist after the next International Conference on
the Law of thz Sea at Genpva.

That strikes us as being a perfect'y reasonable request,
onz that should appeal to the fairmindedness of any who believe that
concessions must-bs made in the interests of international agreement.
Our representatives would do well to ponder it bestween now and their
arrival in Stockholm,

It would be encouraging, and scmewhat novel, to sce them
emerge from the conference reom having obtained some relaxation of
“ the irritating restrictions which deny to our fishermen the freedom
of movement that would allow them to competc with other natlonals on
an equal footing,

By so d01ng, Britains rnprasontatlves would dispel the
growing f°e11ng that in matters such as this, the fishing industry
of this count:y is contlnua§ty conceding but recsives llttle for its
Paln.s °

(Fishing News London  November, 1959.)
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Increasing Importance of the Norway
Iobster to Fish Tradsz,

Nephrops, the squat iittie Norway lobster, "scampie" or
Dublin prawn is coming back into the fish trade with increasing im-
portance, writes Eric Hardy. The fins weather and long fishing
days this year enablzd inshore trawlers to work further away from
home and exploit its flsheny in many western waters,

In the Irish Sea area from which it took its name, it
has been trawled by Conway and other boats off the muddy bottom in
around 18 fathoms of water from Lambay Island to Strangford Loch
and from Walney to St, Bees Hzad, In addition catches havz been
made in the Scottish Minches,

This crustacean is still as widely distributesd in the
Irish Sea as Johnston reported yesars ago. However, the fishery is
not confined to the West, Fishermen have hauled as much as a
hundredweight a time in the Firth of Forth - while a fishery for
it exists in the waters off Cogquet Island and the North-Egst coast,
With regard to landing North Shields and Grimsby are two of the lead=-
ing ports on the east coast, however, their amounts do not rise as
high as Milford Haven's and Fleetwood's. Turning further afield,
Norway lobsters are found from northern Scandinavia to Africals
north~west coast,

In certain arsas the Norway lobster is known as fhe sea-
crayfish though this.term is misleading. However there is a close
relationship between the two. The former usually measures eight
inches .in length and is known chiefly by its slender body and
slender front claws, It is a pale pinky grey in colour and, of
course, boils up pink. It has broad lobster-like tail carrying
the eggs through the winter. Spawning in autumn, the Norway lobster
casts its skin in early spring. Males grow larger than females
and are in the majority in catches landesd.

In recent years the landings, and their value, of Nephrops
have been continually inoreasings I am obliged to Mr. G.G.W. Moorsy,
District Inspector-of Fisheries for the Ministry of Agriculture and
Fisheries at Flsetwood for figures from there which show a total
landing of 4,029 cowt. worth £10,79 in 1958, Clearly indicating
the increase in value that has occurred is the fact that the first
nine months of 1959 saw a landing of 1,679 cwt. worth £7,746 com-
pared with 3,136 cwt. yis=lding £7,934 in the same period last year.



(iv)

Most of thesz were landsd by crabbers and other trawlars working
the Irish side of ths Irish Sea and tha Scottish Minches. They

are now put ashore uncooksd which mesans they must be procsssad or
rafrigerated quickly due to their tsndsncy to detsriorate rapidly if
left untreated, especially in summer,

_ At Miiford Heven the Ministry of Agriculturs and Fishsriss'
Inspector kindly provides some statistics which show a total 1958
landing of Norway lobsters of 3,333 cwt. worth £18,4.96 of which 13 cwt.
were put ashore by foreign vesseis. In the first thres months of
.1959 3,745 cwt. worth £26,H_5 wers land=sd of which 213 cwt. were
foreign-caught, At Milford the maximum landings of Norway lobsters
ars usually made from July to August.

gained from thz f0110w1ng annual landlng flgur for 1“n*fla,ncl and
Wales, .

cwt. ) £, o
195, 1, 958 21,647
1955 54498 23,259
1956 L, 317 19, 193 .
1957 5,0 23,189

: Trawlsrs will no doubt find Norwegian lobsters a profitable
‘Iine to fish in future summsrs where the sea~bad is soft . and muddy,

on the East Coast from about 33 to L2 fathoms and on the West Coast from
10 to 20 fathomss.

~ There are still gaps in the scientists! knowledge with re-
gards to the lifs history of the Norwegian lobstsr, particularly about
thes behaviour of the berriesd femals during her winter's egg-carrying and
of any migrations the male may maks, and whether or not ths femalss bury
themssives out of rezach of the trawls, thus causing tha catches to have
a larger numbsr of males than females in. them as they do.

(Pishing News ' London Noveamber, 1959)

Thailand Developing a Shrimp Industry.

, The first shipment of frozen shrimp (prawns) from Thailand
(Siam) to the United States took place this year in April. The packer,
with headquarters in Bangkok, has a complzte processing and packing plant
located in the Government frzsezer thers,
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The facility offers a capacity of 3,500 tons, The ons
company is the only packsr operating in the warshouse at present.

The initial shipment of shrimp was the first frozen
product ever shipped from Thailand. The packer usss a five-pound
package for packing the frozen shrimp,

; The Thailand packsr sxpscts to pack about 500,000 pounds
during its first y=ar of opsration. It suppliss fishermen with
nets, and has sscured ssrvices of Japansse technicians to tsach
native fishsrmen how to obtain shrimp using modern fishing methods,

The packer obtains mostly white shrimp, but has securszd
somz tigsrstripe shrimp, liost of thes catch has bzen jumbo size
~with very 1ittle smaller than 10-to-the-pound, The fishing sza-

son usually lasts about ninz months,

(Market News Service New'York 5 Ndvembef.Qo;'l959-)

Ooeanographers Call for Fish Census.

How many fish are thesrs in the sea and whers they are and
how thzir numbers can be increzassd teo f=zed the ever—increasing-human
population of the earth were practical questions in the background of
one szs8sion of the International Oczanographic Congress at the United
Nations in Ssptembsr 1959, But no one among thes 500 experts from 38
countries knew the answars. :

The great ne2ed for human nutrition is protein and fish
is a rich sourcs of proteins. "~ If they could be rais=d as bsaf on
fertile watery farms and ranges their numbers could bz increased
enormously and the fish themsslves would grow to much Jarger size.
But their growth and numbers ars limited by the amount of food they
can find.  Increasing fish production requires an increass in the
microscopic fish food callsd plankton on which fish Life depends.
A plankton census must precede a fish census.

Studies of plankton made by the Scottish Oceanographic
Laboratery were reportzd to the Congress, These microscopis plants
and aninals occur in astronomical numbers in most sea watsr, liore
than 50,000 samples of plankton were analyzed annua’ly and sach was
separated into about 100 differsnt species to discover where each is most
plentiful. A plankton map of ths North Sea and the nearby parts of the
Atlantic and Arctic oceans will scon be published as a guide to the
fish=fzeding grounds.
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Extension of such a map to thz entire ocean and to a world
fish census is being dis ss2d as a major projsct in the nsar future
for one of the intzsrnational organizations such as UNESCO or the
Internotional Council of Scientific Unions, M=anwhils there have
been some successful transplantations of young fish over long oceanic
distances to better feeding grounds. This was done for the European
plaice with a large increase in the catch at the new location. The
striped sea bass havebeen successfully transferrsd from the Atlantic
to the Pacifice But every attempt to grow Atlantic shore oysters in
the Pacific has failzd, Much rssearch will be needzd on sea plants
and sflall animals before any effect can be expectzd on the catch of
edible fish,

A profsssor of Cambridge University in England reported to
the Congress on the fantastic forms that have develop=d among fishes
of the great deeps of the ocean - fish with mouths that extend half
the length of their bodies, stomachs that can bz extended to permit a
fish to devour a fish larger than its=lf, and luminous bait that some
fish carry, before them on long antennae-likZ-organs to attract their
foods The reason for the existence of these queer fish is unknown
but the professor claimed that the absolutely unchanging environment in
the dark depths of the ssa would permit mutation to run wild over mill-
ions of years., - In the deep trenches that sink a mile or more below
the great plains of the sea bottom, the odd spescies that dsvelop in
one trench may be quite different from those in a neighboring trench,

(llarket News Service New York November 9, 1959,)

GENEVA SEA LAW CONFERENCE,

- The second international conference on the Law of the Sea
begins in Geneva on March 17 and is expected to last until April 1.

Two questions to be dealt with are outstanding from the
first conference held in 1958, These are the width of territorial
seas and the breadth of zones in which exclusive fishing rights may
be exercissd by Coastal states outside their territorial waters.,

) Among the 89 Governments which have been invited to attend
are the 82 United Nations member States, as well as West Germany,
the Holy See, South Korea, Monaco, San Marino, Switzerland and Viet
Nam,

(Fishing Naws London - Dscember L, 1959)



