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MALACOLOGIST' S VISIT. 
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Sponsorgd by the Bishop Fuseum, of Honolulu, Hawaii, a marine 
biological 3Xp8di tio:a arrived in Perth last month. Th8 had er was 
mus8um associate 1'irs. Ma ry Yung, who was accomp anied by Drs. Thomas 
Richert and C. ivI. Burgess, marine scientists from Hnnolu:!.u, and by 
Mr. C. W:.;aver, also of' Honolulu. The c,xpedi tion has charter8d the 
82-ft. :auxury motQr cruis :::ir, '1Davena 11 for a two-month working cruise 
to north-vrest waters. The full co-op3ration of the ZooJ_ogy Department 
of the Univ<.ffsi ty of Western Australia and th ,e Vf3st::rn Australian 
Mussum has b:ean l,mt to th e:, ·exp 3clition 0 · Th e part-.1 on board the 11Dav,9na 11 

will inc:~ude Dr. R. W. G:3orge, Curator of Inv:,rt""brates at the }foseum 
and Mr. R. D. Royce, ,Sc,nior Botanist of' the Dep a rtm'3nt of A6riculture. 
i'.lr. Barry Wilson, of th2 Zoo.logy D::p artment of the Univ::;rsity, will 
j oin tha expedition during th.;; S 3COnd montr,, 

Aftsr a two-day ::; hak 3-down cruise th 3 11 Dav :,na 11 will laavs sarly 
this month f or Shs. rk Bay, Ca rnarvon an.d Broome,. Sh3 wi :il dr8dgz rnor 
sh:J::..ls at various po ints off the north-W9St coast. 

BASIC WAGE INCREASE. 
+ ~- - ---- ---

As a r 0,su1 t of the r ·3cent quarterly d .;3claration of the Court 
of Arbi tr2.tion of Vhstern Austra lia, th3 basic .r a tes payab 2. s to public 
S•8rvants hav,e been increased. In the metropo:_i tan area the rate for 
males has incr '3a sad by £:i.3 a year whil e in th:?- South-W%t Land Division 
and 0th.er districts it has ri s en by £11- a y2ar. All nm.13 officers 
over the age of 19 yc,ars will r c c ,::,ive the full incrsase. Cad3-j:;s and 
assistants below that a g3 will r3 caivs pro rata increas es. 

WWtLIFG. 

R3surning Sp'3rm whaling operations on rfo.rch 30, the Chsynes Beach 
Whaling Company, of Albany, ,mjoy3d considei~ab::':.a success• By April 26, 
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37 sp8rm whal-es had b0an taken d3spita rough we2.th3r having prermt':ld 
th e c ha s :,3rs :frorn working in th3 b ast o.r8as . Th9 whal3s w:;;r a rsported 
to b'3 :i_n good conch tion, of a s iz8 r o.nge of up to 48 f:;9t. 

-·· .,. 

The Nor'-Vhst WhaJi ng Company ·:ixp "' c.ts to co mm3nce humpback 
vrhaling at its C11rn2. rvon station 2.bout June 16. · Th3 a ctual date o:f 
corilmenc,m::mt will dep ::md on a dvance reports on the northward migration 
of the wha·;_3s. 

Assistant Lcp "lctor D. E. Sr,,i th has b a-e ri appoint8d i!fhaling 
Insp ::ctor fc,,r t h3 coming season. 

FOREIG-N PEP.RLING FLBErS AGAIN REST:?..IC'J'E'.D. 

Advice has b :;~m r ::ceived from the Dir3ctnr of t he Fisheri es 
Division of th2- Depe.rtm-=;nt of Primary Industry , Co.nb-'l rra, regarding 
th:: a rrang ennnts for j·apan3se pear1ing op =; :..1 a tions during th:J 1960 
s aason. 

r.,lh 0 "J 0 p<1 ·1-:,sa ") "'"' r inc-· fl -::,-:,t h-=> say " ''-r1· 1-, .b::, u-=>r1 m.; 0-t-::,d to !.. i.., . c.. t:,..:,J. ,.., ~.. l. ~ c~ _ _ 
0 

_ ,. ... , ,, u , ~ _ _ -.,, ..1. ., la..J- l., v 

take p 3arlsh:J:_~~ in th :J eo..st3rn sub-c.r3as of the l'.Tcirth:)rn 'l' ':? rritory 
Division a nd to the ,·rest of Torr3s Strait in the •~u-;9nsland Division, 
on~1-y. No op=,rc..tions will b e cc.rri 3d out .in ths '.V=, st:)rn Australian Divis i on. 

It is unci=, i~stood that a fJ3et of .ll luggers ,-,ith a n insp sction 
vess3l vrilJ_ le iwe Japan on Mo.y 2. I t is -:;:;;:p ~;ci:a d i n Aus t r ali an wat3rs 
on May l9. 

Th 3 J apane se f2.s 3t will be limi tsd t 0 a t o t al tal:-::i of 415 tons. 

On th3 fo:.]_oH{ng pags of this issu 3 is a tabl;1 showing the 
p r oduction of cr2,yfish a t Houtman' s Abr,, :_;_hos during lvio,rch. For 
comp e.rativ3 purpos3s t he Marc h , 1959, production is a lso shown. 

"Jh i 2_ ,3 this year's catch is a r-=,co11 d for th3 Op:)ning month of 
the AbroJhos season, it must b 8 r 3msmb :) r =;d that fish3rm3n had a .~most 
t wice the :fishing tims in Mi:1.rc l1 t his y3ar, th ::J opening dat-3 lm ving 
b 39n bro ught forward f ro m March 15 to i1Iarch l. 

Ths catch, hmBv er, is fa r fro ,,1 b3ing doubJ_8 tlw.t of' pr3vious 
years, notwithstandine; th3 1onger p91•iocl and th3 i ncr3ased numb3r of 
men. 

It vd.ll be most inter.3sting to ,.vatch production tr:=.mds during 
th 3 311s uing months. 


