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Th9 statr3ment conc.lud2s with the comm.:mt that p3rsons using --:-ildlii'e 
for cor!lI;iJro0 or sport should contribut8 towards ir.1proved conservation f2.cili ti:
The South Austra:1.ian GovarTII'.lent has taken 0,ction to incrcJasa gun license f9es 
from 5/- to £1 and gam8 J.ic2ns •.3S from £1 to £2 in accordance wi·~:'l this principle. 

TlB propos8d ap~1ointm,,mts wi:i.1 bring South .Australia into parity with 
the rect of the Comnonw '.0al th. Pr3viouc:.y, it wao the on]_y Sta t9 which did not 
hav8 a op3cial section reoponsible for thJ conse·rvation of wildlife. 

EUR!) )JWESTIGATIONS. 

1'.'1r. E. H. ~1. Ealey, R3nearch OfficJr, Wildlife Survey S-3ction, C.S.I.R.O., 
has lci.ndly J.3t uc have a furth3r brief report on his marsupial res':.larch during 
the 1959-1960 year. It is a summary of his more recert fi .:!ld work and studiss 
of the habits and life histori3s of euros. Mr. Ea1-:,y 1 a previous report was 
yiublish3d. in the March, l959, :)dition of thin Bulletin. 

The n8w r2port reads -

;;Analysis of records from tagged animal.'.3 nuggeGted that some euros could 
e::::ist 7 if necessary, witho11t access tc free water. This suggestion was supported 
whJn a npo.rso populat~_on was J.ocatsd in th3 des-srt beh78en l\'io,rbl3 Bar and Broome 
where co.v3s w3r3 available as heat refuges but which wns far from vmter. This 
popnlnti.on must dspsnd on c1ew anr1 sap from V9geto,tion, apart- from · occasional rain. 

11 Woodstock wo.s revisit3d. in Novemb -3r~ 2.959, and over J.OO eruos w3re trappedo 
'.i.'hi.'.3 was o, bic; snough s ampl3 t.o m3asur,3 chang3s in age st:ruc-':;ure of the Woodstock 
:population" R3capture of' pr3id.ously markad animals g2.ve furth9r data for age/ 
growth studi ,33,. 

,:During this t::ip a visit was paid ·1:;o T2.lgo. Talga station wher2 a 
pastoralist had poisoned accordi:1g to C.S.I~R.O~ r,gcommsmdations. A survey 
cnoi-;ed that noa:r ext,3rEd.nation had be311 achieved over an aren. of J20,000 acres. 
A con.s 'jrvo.tiva ca lculation i:nd.iont.2d that rnor3 than 12,000 :HffOS had been 
poisoned in two E!Cn.ths. 

1'Th1~39 more sm"J.ples of fern.ale euros hc,ve beon taken to obtain reproductive 
data. .£1. toto..l of 500 were shot in the months August and Nov8mber, 1959, and 
Februa:ry, 1960. B,~cause • of drought conditions in the Marble Bar area, breeding 
had nJ.nost c3asect by early sur::irn.e:~, 1959. Breeding appears to have occurred in 
00to·o 0r and Novet1b,3r that yaar, despi ts the drought condi tiOns . then operating. 
The 03,cJ..onic r2.ins expsrienced early in 1960 caused a further flush of breediJ:1..g 
and also a highs u:rvivnl ro..te among t!l.3 drought-bred prog3ny •. Fo1'1 owing rains 
hav8 ensured that c : o nu.Elbers wi11 increase by npproximat9ly one third ·in 196ou. 

It will be rernember0d tho.t in the Ju·.Ly, 1959, issu,a of this Bulletin, 
it was r8port9d by Inspsctnr Bo A. Car11ichaal that two additional Russian whale 
r.a:rking darts hac. been r8covered at ilbany. Th•3Y were numb8rs 719 and 720 taken 
f'ron a hm1pback v1hale cap-::.ur-:,d b7 th:J Ch0c;ynr3s Beach Whaling Company's vessel, 



"X0s. VIII!, on June 29, 1959. Th9 whal'3 was a mal::,, 36 1 l" in 1::mgth tak,m at 
35° 2·1 S. and 117° 58' E. 

. Advice has new b e ~m received fr0m Dr. G. L. K9stGv3n, Assis tan+, · Chief 
(Fish9ricis) 0f th9 Division of Fish3ri,.rn and Oc3anography, C.S.LR.O., that the 
whale had.bean marked by th3 Russians on F3bruary 2, 1959, at 63° 47' S. and 
111° 49t E. At the tima 0f its r::c r:very, tharefo re, the whal9 was slightly 
over 2,000 miles from, and aJ.most du'cl north of, its point of marking. 

TAMllAR RESE./\.RCH TO AID CAl"\fADIAN CARIBOU. ___ , ___ ,_.,.;._. . . . - ,. . .._..._,_ .,_ , ... __ _ 
Mr. J, P. KelsaJ.l, a bicrlogist of th'.3 Canadian Wildlifa Servic3, in a 

r ·:;c3nt radio statement _said that he believed. that research being carried out 
into th9 habits nf Australian wallabies wou].d help the pr8servation of Canada I s 
dwindling he1~ds of caribou. In association with th2_ Department of Zo ol ogy- of 
the Univarsi ty of Western Australia, Mr. KJlsall is mald..ng a study of the 
effects of the environment on the evolution of th'3 tammar, a srua.11 wallaby 
f ound on Garden and oth9r offshore _islands as well as on the mainland. Resgo.rch 
methods pioneered by graduate students o.t th3 W~stern Australia n University 
have brought new facts to bear o n the preservci.tion of native a11.ii:;1als, Mr. 
Kelsall said. Ha added that he wou:Ld ca rry out s imilar research on th:: caribou 

.. wh.:m h-e return9d t o Canada in Aug,rnt of this y=;,::,r. Canadians , h8 conclud3d, 
ld..ll3d [),bout 100,000 caribou a ye-o..r f or meat and his Gnvernrn:mt wo. s c 0.ncerned 
at th J r~pid d9cline in the herds. 

BlJ\lDING OF, SILVER GUI,f&. 

In C(mtinuati0n of th3 prngrO:mme . or~ bo.nding n9stlings of Silv::;r Gulls 
undar the Australian Bird Banding S cheine, o. further visit was paid t o the . 
islands off Shoal vmt:=;r Bay last month. Wes t c,rn Australian ornitho].ogists, 
M8ssrs. J. Ford, E. Le Souef 2.nd E. Lindgren, accompo.nied by th8 Fa una. Wnrden, 
Mr. S. W. Bmvl8r, visited t ha is::i.o.nds o ri iVIay 22.. A larg8 c011c 9ntration of 
Silver Gulls wn.s found on all islands o.nd th3 m::i.jori ty of 2.dult birds w:Jr 8 
m)sting. Although many nests Vl3 r 9 l oc .::,,ted, most ha d eg5s nnd only 31 n 3st-
lings were banded. · · 

The islands a re being visited at regulE':..r inteT"ra.ls t o ensure that 
representativ9 selections of n3stJ.ings of tln different bre3d.ing gr oups e..re 
bnnded. 

BANDED SEA. BIRDS. ..... .. ... , ____ ""'--. .. .,--~-.--.-
With the onset of winter s~or ms , r8ports of th8 finding of Giant 

P atr =;ls may be expected to comm3nce shortly. · All Inspectors a r e r oqusst3d to 
k83p a particularly sharp lookout for bo.nded s -ea-birds this year. It is 
exp3ct0d th'.'. t ths Giant P8trel will ba th3 bird most commonly found o.nd there 
is r eally no ms ta.king it. It is a lmost entirely bla ck with a pale heavy bwk 
which ho.s a prominent nc...s,~1 tube on its upp9r surface. A f3w individuo.l birds 
occur in the white pha s3, but they nr'3 relatively r a r e c..nd usually hav'3 a 


