
"X0s. VIII!, on June 29, 1959. Th9 whal'3 was a mal::,, 36 1 l" in 1::mgth tak,m at 
35° 2·1 S. and 117° 58' E. 

. Advice has new b e ~m received fr0m Dr. G. L. K9stGv3n, Assis tan+, · Chief 
(Fish9ricis) 0f th9 Division of Fish3ri,.rn and Oc3anography, C.S.LR.O., that the 
whale had.bean marked by th3 Russians on F3bruary 2, 1959, at 63° 47' S. and 
111° 49t E. At the tima 0f its r::c r:very, tharefo re, the whal9 was slightly 
over 2,000 miles from, and aJ.most du'cl north of, its point of marking. 

TAMllAR RESE./\.RCH TO AID CAl"\fADIAN CARIBOU. ___ , ___ ,_.,.;._. . . . - ,. . .._..._,_ .,_ , ... __ _ 
Mr. J, P. KelsaJ.l, a bicrlogist of th'.3 Canadian Wildlifa Servic3, in a 

r ·:;c3nt radio statement _said that he believed. that research being carried out 
into th9 habits nf Australian wallabies wou].d help the pr8servation of Canada I s 
dwindling he1~ds of caribou. In association with th2_ Department of Zo ol ogy- of 
the Univarsi ty of Western Australia, Mr. KJlsall is mald..ng a study of the 
effects of the environment on the evolution of th'3 tammar, a srua.11 wallaby 
f ound on Garden and oth9r offshore _islands as well as on the mainland. Resgo.rch 
methods pioneered by graduate students o.t th3 W~stern Australia n University 
have brought new facts to bear o n the preservci.tion of native a11.ii:;1als, Mr. 
Kelsall said. Ha added that he wou:Ld ca rry out s imilar research on th:: caribou 

.. wh.:m h-e return9d t o Canada in Aug,rnt of this y=;,::,r. Canadians , h8 conclud3d, 
ld..ll3d [),bout 100,000 caribou a ye-o..r f or meat and his Gnvernrn:mt wo. s c 0.ncerned 
at th J r~pid d9cline in the herds. 

BlJ\lDING OF, SILVER GUI,f&. 

In C(mtinuati0n of th3 prngrO:mme . or~ bo.nding n9stlings of Silv::;r Gulls 
undar the Australian Bird Banding S cheine, o. further visit was paid t o the . 
islands off Shoal vmt:=;r Bay last month. Wes t c,rn Australian ornitho].ogists, 
M8ssrs. J. Ford, E. Le Souef 2.nd E. Lindgren, accompo.nied by th8 Fa una. Wnrden, 
Mr. S. W. Bmvl8r, visited t ha is::i.o.nds o ri iVIay 22.. A larg8 c011c 9ntration of 
Silver Gulls wn.s found on all islands o.nd th3 m::i.jori ty of 2.dult birds w:Jr 8 
m)sting. Although many nests Vl3 r 9 l oc .::,,ted, most ha d eg5s nnd only 31 n 3st-
lings were banded. · · 

The islands a re being visited at regulE':..r inteT"ra.ls t o ensure that 
representativ9 selections of n3stJ.ings of tln different bre3d.ing gr oups e..re 
bnnded. 

BANDED SEA. BIRDS. ..... .. ... , ____ ""'--. .. .,--~-.--.-
With the onset of winter s~or ms , r8ports of th8 finding of Giant 

P atr =;ls may be expected to comm3nce shortly. · All Inspectors a r e r oqusst3d to 
k83p a particularly sharp lookout for bo.nded s -ea-birds this year. It is 
exp3ct0d th'.'. t ths Giant P8trel will ba th3 bird most commonly found o.nd there 
is r eally no ms ta.king it. It is a lmost entirely bla ck with a pale heavy bwk 
which ho.s a prominent nc...s,~1 tube on its upp9r surface. A f3w individuo.l birds 
occur in the white pha s3, but they nr'3 relatively r a r e c..nd usually hav'3 a 



sca.ttsring .of dnrk fen.th2rs . £,mong ths whits. These birds will be banded by the 
Fallcland Isl£mds Dep endencies Scientific Burec.u, and also by the United Sta.tes 
Fish a nd WiJ.dlife Servic e , under its Anto..rctic Resen.rch Bird Bc.nding Programme. 
Dr. ,·1Nillic.m .J. L. Slc..den, of Johns Hopkins University, Bc..ltimore, U.S.A., has 
written £cdvising tha t o. numb8r of sp eci :::s will be banded under his Service's 
progro;mme t his yeo.r. Specia:,l atten-bion, h9 says, is be-ing pod..d to the banding 
of AdGlie and Empc,,ror Penguins; South Pola r Skuo,s; Giant, Pinto:.do · and Wilson's 
Pstrels and the s ub-antnrctic oJ.bo.tros ses • 

.Al1y p erson r9cove-ring nlive a banded · bird should note down co.refully 

J, .,. 

";h3 band number, . 
the name and o.ddrc1ss of ths banding authority,o.nd 
the date o,nd locality and method of capture. 

THE BIRD SHOULD THEN BE RELE[tSED WITH THE B.A.ND INTACT. 

Tha only occasion when th3 b<2..nd should be removed is when it is found 
to be causing injury to the bird. If tho bird is dead, the band should be 
removed o.nd Ets mc..ny relevant notes m2.d•3 ns possible rega.i1 ding the locali-bJ, 
do.b, possib2.a caus e of deQth a nd ::cny othar detc.ils which might b3 h3lpful. 
Lo.st y sar, all tha birds bc.nded i·rith F.I.D.S. e nd U.S. Wildlife S9rvice rings 
co.rried c.n o.ddi tional coloured plo.stic b c.. na.. This yec.r I s b nndings wil 7, no 
doubt, also c.J.rry tvvo bands o.nd it must be empho.sized tha.t neither should be 
r ,9moved from any live bird. 

TROUT DELIVERIES. 

Technico.l Offic c1r L. G. Smith h:'.s n,port J.d on the 1960 trout d8liveries. 
168 bo.gs cont'.~ining 21,000 fish, he says, Yrar9 successfully tro.,nsported to five 
trout societies c.nd t v,o country centres for private sale. Th9re were no losses. 

Mr. Smith reports tho.t some of tlB fish were graded this yeGr n,nd it was 
found thc'..t this made pa.eking then much easier. A wooden f'ish-gro.der was us3d 
c,t the hatchery. It allowed the smo.ll fish to pass through it whil3 the lo.rg:Jr 
ones wer e turm,d ba.ck. The smc.11 trout o.ve:ro..ged 56 to the pound and the larger 
ones, 20 to the pound. Each soci ety r 3ceived both sizes. The longest distance 
travelled on the deliveries WC'. S on Ma.y 12, whsn 20 bags were tc.ken to Devil's 
Creek; 20 miles pCIBt .J::1 rc..mungup. 

TAGGED WHITING CAUGHT. _________ ,.._ ,__,. _ .. ____ . 
On i'.h y 19, Inspactor A. V. Gre ,m, of Mandurah, forwnrded fish t ag No. 

4-274. It hc.d bec1n found by Mr. H. Wilson in his fish box which contained a. 
qm:mti ty of Hhi ting cmd yellovr-aye mullet. 

Origino.D;y, th.e tag ho.d . been · irrs0rbd by Technical Officer L. G. Smith 
into a. whiting for Mn.ndurah' s Ampol Fish Pot, last :tvbrch. A prize of £10,000 


