
had been offered for the ·0 reoovery ".of the fish, but it was only current for 
the period rnrom March 5 to l:iarch 7. The recovery of the tag was he artening 
in Tiew of the oft-voiced claims by the uninformed that fish were weakened 
by tagging and would be quioldy t a ke n by predators, such as shags. 

BAJG)ED TURTLES. 

Ad:~rice has been received tha t the Sarawak Museum, Borneo, has commenced 
a pro gramme of banding green turtles. The bands are being affixed tc the 
right front flipper o,nd are marked 11 Sarawak Museum Reward". Anyone finding 
a turtle with the t a g on it shoulu. record the date and place where the turtle 
was found and forvmrd the information to this Department or to the r.1useum. 
The turtle should be returned to the water with the band intact. 

It is possille that some c,f' the Sarawak turtles might turn up on our 
northern shores. 

BOATSHED AND L~ING AT BUNEURY. 

Advice has been received from the Under Secretary, for Lands that 
reserve A6962, at Bunbur-,1, will be surveyed and a small portion leased to 
the Department for the purpose·of' "boat shed and landing 11 • This is a very 
satisfactory conclusion to ne gotiations which have extended over 12 months. 

ADROLHOS CRAYFIS.!!.I!lli:• 

As tho table hereover shows, there was a decline this yea r in the 
April crayfish catch at the Abrolhos Islands. 

The decline indipates that the fishery is definitely feeling the strain 
1.f the fishing . effort, fo1' it has occurred despite and increase in the number 
of men operating. 

It must be realised, howevor, that the earlier opening of' the seas1n 
might have been the principal cause of the apparent decline. The progressive 
prod\lc·';ion a t the end of April, 1960, was gr0ator than in 1959, as is mown at 
th0 foot of the table. It may be more appropriate, hov;ov<c: r, to compare 
production for .tho sixtyone days to April 30, 1960, with that of tho first 
nine .weeks of 1959 - i.o., from Liarch 15 to May 16. While an accurate estimatG 
of the latter cannot bo detorminod, tho Eay, 1959, catch amounted to 835,204 

, lb. If half the latt0r (417,000 lb.) wore added to the progrossivo total to 
April, 1959, (2,097,126 lb.) tho r e sult (2,514,000 lb.) would be vory little 

rnOro than tha t of the sixtyone day catch to April 30, 1960. 


