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Inspector E.I. Forster and Cadet Inspector R.G. Emery 
are stationed at Lancclin at least for the first part of the 
1960/61 crayfish season~ Assistant Inspector D.R. Smith is 
similarly stationed at Jurien Bay. 

Technical Officer L.G. Smith returned to duty on 
November 10 after nn operation followed by six weeks' sick leave. 
He will commence annual leave on December 28. 

We regret to report that Cadet Inspector P.K. 
Enright is very seriously ill in Royal Perth Hospital. Kevin 
had recently been transferred to rQv. "Lancelin", and had 
served only one week in her before his seizure, which appears to 
be the result of some form of brain infection • 

. A.NNU_~L INSPECTORS' CONFERENCE - "---==---~-·--. ------
A brief suwnary of the seventeenth annual conference 

of field, research and adriinistrative staffs of the Department 
was published in the October•·November issue of this Bulletin. 
Hereunder is a more detailed outline of the reports presented 
to and discussions which took place at the conference. 

FAUNA PROTECTION SESTION. - ,_. ---=~-
Fauna Warden S. W. ~?1Yl-.£!:O 

Mr. Bowler gave full details of patrols carried out 
during the year, which included visits to the Shoalwater Bay 
Sanctuary with i;;eI:"Jbers of the Australian Bird Banding Scheme to 
carry out bird-banding operations, attendance at the opening of 
the wild duck season in different areas and investigating com
plaints by farmers regarding damage to crops by grey kangaroos. 

Mr. Bowler said the cagebird trade had waned con
siderably during the year, and he anticipated that future ioports 
of birds froo. the eastern States would diminish. During 1959 
birds ehrported froo this State totalled 15,780 and from January 
1 to June 30, 1960, exports totalled 2,139. Birds ioported into 
the State during 1959 totalled 80,611, and 8,411 during the 
first half of ,, 960 o 
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Reviewing the effect of the tald.ng up of areas of virgin 
land for agricultural purposes., Mr. Bowler told the conference 
that the numbers of native fauna would naturally faJ..l away. This 
state of affairs had already become evident in the metropolitan 
area and in some agricultural country in the South-West. However, 
he believed that if the far-sighted policy of the Fauna Protection 
Advisory Committee in having reserves created were continued, 
the impact of civilisation on native fauna would not be as 
great as would otherwise be the case. 

Fauna Protection Officer H.B. Shugg. 

Mr. Shugg opened his address with a brief' history of the 
gradual transition of the swamp-lands surrounding Perth, the 
sanctuary of prolific bird and animal life, to a modern city 
and the consequent dying out of' fauna. He told the conference 
that the removal of reed growth from swamps was causing maey ld.nds 
of fauna to disappear because their natural source of food was 
being taken away. Numerous Australian mammals and marsupials 
were facing extinction and it was imperative that steps should be 
taken for thoir preservation. 

Mr. Shugg explained what measures were taken to ensure 
the conservation of fauna in Western Australia. He stated that 
much time was taken up in Head Office in protecting reserves against 
the depredations of farmers., but although Western Australia was 
generously endowed with space (approximately 975,000 sq. miles) 
only 0.4 of this area was reserved. Such reserves were imperative 
to protect the natural habitat of native birds and animals. 

Inspectors were urged not to be afraid of being associ
ated with the cause of fauna conservation., as the fauna of 
Western Australia was unique in Australia and well worth fighting 
for. Once it had become extinct there was no bringing it back. 
Secondly., Mr. Shugg urged that inspectors get to know the fauna, 
to use the reference books which the Department allotted them 
and not to be afraid of talking about fauna with people in 
their districts. He said that knowing., or getting to know, 
honorary wardens in the various districts had its personal 
advantages. 

Fauna Warden N.E. McLaughlan was unable to present 
his annual report as, at the time of the conference, he was on 
patrol with members of the Lands and Surveys Department at 
Esperance. 
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PEARLING 

Inspector R.~ Baird, Broome. 

Mr. Baird told the conference that the Broome pearling 
industry had continued to decline throughout the 1959 season, 
and there was a consequent reduction in the fleet owing to 
the laok -of suitable markets for low grade shell. .Only 27 luggers 
were now licensed, 11 le·ss than the previous season. 

Shell fished during the season was valued at £279,304 
and pearls and baroque at £5,740. Employees in the industry, 
mainly Japanese, Chinese, Malays and Aborigines, totalled 290. 

Two divers suffered from diver's paralysis, or the 
11 bends". One of them died as a rcsul t. The other fully recovered 
and resumed diving. 

Mr. Baird· outlined the work being done at the Kuri 
Bay pearl culture station where approximately 90,000 pairs of 
shell had been planted. Technicians were continuing experiments 
to improve the quality of pearls. ., 

Professional fishermen in Broome again had an extremely 
bad year, only one person fishing full time with very poor 
results. 

INSPECTION SECTION 

J.QSpector A.T. Pearce, p.v. "Kooruldhoo". 

Mr. Pearce briefly outlined patrols carried out in the 
Abrolhos area. From observations he had made there appeared to 
be a vast difference in the bird life on the Islands in May and 
June compared with September and October. Vast numbers 
of mutton birds, noddy terns, and silver gulls were present, 
especially at Pelsart Island, Southern Group. Large numbers 
of whales were sighted, heading south, on a patrol completed 
on September 17, 1 960. 

Mr. Pearce informed the conference that fishermen 
were very happy that a patrol vessel was now stationed permanent
ly at Geraldton. 



Jnspector H.D. Kavanagh, Shark Bay. 

During the pBriod under review, the p.v. "Garbo" had been 
refitted ancl Inspector Kavanagh carried out sea patrols covering 
approximately 1,500 miles. Local boats . operating f'rom Denham 
numbered 42; of these 13 were ic0 boats and 29 dinghies and motor 
tenders. Professional fishermen's licenses totalling 4-1 were 
issued, but on~y 25 fishermen were permanently engaged in fishing. 

Production figures shmved that whiting (386,4-92 lb.), 
mullet (263,14-3 lb.), and snapper (100,095 lb.) were the main 
species of fish taken. The total poundage of :fis.h. taken was 
885,455 lb. · The snapper season was rather poor and fishermen 
wore hand-lining with more success than when using traps. Mr. 
Kavanagh said it was his personal opinion that the fish became 
trap-shy rather than that the area was being fished out. 

Inspoct_or R. M. Crawford, Geraldton. 

A .most successful year had been experienced in Geraldton 
District. -Procl\i.ction figures roached record leyol, due mainly to 
additional men and boats. However, the catch-per-man corrtinued 
to decline. Licenses had been_ issued' for 269 boats (including 
45 new vessels) and 4-38 men. Unfortunately, 15 vessels had been 
lost between: January and june and one fisherman had lost his 
life at sea. 

The 1959/60 crayfish production from the four main 
fishing areas was Abrolhos Islands, 3,50li-,4-58 lb., "t}eraldton 
inshore, 1,919,694 lb., Port Denison, 884.,676 lb. and the Murchison 
River, 166,602 lb~ - a grand total of 6,4-75,430 lb. 

. Mr. Crawford said tho fishery at Port Denison had 
improved greatly and the construction of the. new jetty was proving 
a groat asset to fishermen and anglers. Fishing at the Murchison 
River was l:i.mited. owing to flood waters shifting the bar. The 
only opening to the sea from the river was now at the southern 
end, Ythich was very treacherous and made conditions extremely 
difficult for fishermen. 

The lrnngaroo processing f'actory estabiished at Geraldton 
· had been forced to close down because of adverse reports on a 
shipment of meat to Western GBrmany. 
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Inspector A. V__!.._.Green, Mandurah. 

Estuarine fishermen hadagain had . a very lean year, and 
many fishermen had been compelled to take temporary employment 
when available. 

The main species of fish taken were cobbler (209,396 lb.), 
yellow-eye mullet (153,045 lb.), mullet (14-2,527 lb.) and prawns 
(¾., 159 lb.). Other varieties taken were Perth herring, tailer, 
King G-eorge ·-wh:i.ting:, garfish, sand whiting, jewfish, shark, snapper 
and ·· samson fish. 

Mr. Green told -the conference that the catch of prawns 
was disappointing. Fishermen had been hampered by a pink slime, 
and were unable to haul their nets until the fish had moved 
into the small remaining .areas of clear water. Crabs were plenti
ful in: the estuaries o 

Jnspector T.B. Ba,i_nes, Bunbury. 

Inspector Baines reported that 81 professional fishermen 
and 73 fishing boats were licensed in the Bunbury district for 
the year ended De cember 31, 19590 This represented a slight 
decrease on the previous -year. 

Fish had been scarce in the estuary and net-fishermen 
were restricted in relation to the use of set-nets because of 
the large numbers of crabs in the estuary. Yellow-eye mullet 
had been plentiful, but low market prices restricted catches. 
Prawns were also plentifulo Good hauls of tailer and skipjack 
were made along the be·aches and shark fishermen had a very good 
year as the market price -was highly satisfactory. Salmon 
fishermen started off well in the middle of November, and had 
caught nearly 100 tons before the end of December. 

Mr, Baines ,reported that all fi.sh were very scarce 
in the Collie River, only a few schools of mullet being observed 
in the vicinity of. Hough. 1 s ·Barllc. Anglers had made some good 
catches of black bream arid mulloway in the rivers. 

Senion InsEector A.K~1elwm. 

Mr. Melsom reported that during the year under review 
licenses to the value of £3;347. 11. 6 had been issued. This 
revenue was received from 853 fishermen's, 34-6 fishing~boat 
and 199 amateur net-fishermen's licensoso In addition, £571 
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was received from Commonwealth licenses, comprising 324 boat and 
596 fishermen's licenses. 

The "white" crayfish season commenced November 20, 1959. 
During the year 8, 288, 280 1 b. of crayfish from J urien .Bay, . 1:an
celih, Ledge Point, Fremantle and Safety Bay )1.ad been processed 
in the five plants in the Fremantle and Coogee areas. Fish taken 
by net and line in his district had totalled 333,590.lb. 

Senior Inspector J.E. Munro, Perth. 

Mr. Munro reported that crayfishermen produced the 
~~eater part of the· total catch of fish takeµ f'rom waters within 
the Perth District. The introduction of more boats and men into 
the industry, plus a longer fishing year, had contributed to 
the increase in the amount of fish taken. 

Additional freezer- and freezer-catcher-boats had 
operated this season and were mainly responsible for the large 
increase in crayfish production. Because of the increase in the 
fishing fleet, its mobility and extensive area of operation, it 
was impossible with existing staff to police the trade in under
size crayfish which was rampant~ 

Mr. :lviunro stated that consideration should be given to 
the frequent inspection of freezer-boa~s. If these vessels were 
compelled to operate in groups at designated points, it would 
assist the inspec_tors greatly in policing this section of the · 
industry. 

A feature of the 1959/60 period \Vas the export of 
whole cooked crayfish to the U.S.A. This pack had been very well 
received by buyers, and it was anticipated there would be a big 
increase in the demand in the new _season. 

Inspector E.I. For~iero 

During the period under review, Mr. Forster reported 
having patrolled the Abrolhos Islands area as sailing master, 
assisting Inspector Seabrook, master of the r.v. "Lancelin". 
He had then taken charge of the "Kooruldhoo II and patrolled 
the coast from Fremantle to Green Head until the crayfish season 
started. He was then stationed at Lancelin and Ledge Point. 
Prawn trawling experir:ients were carried out in January, 1960, 
on the Swan River from p.vo "Misty Isle". After a period in 
Denmark, relievir~g Inspector Carmichael of Albany, he returned 
to Perth and joined the mobile coastal land patrol. 
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C.J. Seabrook.J.. Master, r. v. 11Lancelin11
• 

Mr. Seabrook reported that he was in command of the r. v. 
"Lancelin" during a visit to the Abrolhos Islands by a scientific 
party headed by Professor H. Waring and Dr. A.R. Main •. On 
November 9, he took command of the p. v. "Dampier". Patrols 
were carried out to Cervantes Islands, Kangaroo Point, Sandy 
Point, Fi~herman:t s Islands and Green Head. Seven boats 
operatedat: Gervantes, one from Kangaroo Point and four from 
Green Head. The "white" crayfish run was late, starting on 
December 20, 1959, as against December 2 in 1958. Catches 
were good and compared favourably with the season before. 

In February, 1960, patrols were carried out of the Abrolhos 
Islands to Turtle Dove Shoal and Clio Reef to the south and as 
far north as Shall .ow Bank and the 28th parallel. Considerable 
trouble was experienced with freezer-boats operating in the 
prohibited area of the Abrolhos. 

Inspector _li~foust on z. :_p_. v • . "Dampier". 

Mr. Houston reported that for the greater portion of the 
crayfish season he had patrolled the Ledg~ Point-Lancelin area. 
There were 65 licensed fishing boats worldng from Lancelin 
dur.ing the season. All of these recorded good catches, as did 
the 18 boats at Ledge Point. Patrols were also carried out 
on the "Kooruldhoo" in the closed waters around Rottnest Island, 
the Geraldton area and the Abrolhos Islands. 

Supervisin_g_ Inspector J.E. Bramley. 

Mr. Bramley stated that he was very disappointed with the 
kind of report submitted by some inspectors during the year. 
Many of them were not paying enough attention to the salient 
points, .,and frequently vital evidence and background were 
omitted. All this necessitated reference back, which brought 
about much addition work. He said more care must be exercised 
in future • . 

Mr. Bramley stated that entries in diaries were exception
ally good, but he reminded inspectors that diaries were ~aily 
records and must be written up daily and submitted to Head 
Office each week. Some inspectors were submitting diaries at 
very irregular intervals. 

Mr. Bramley requested inspectors to study carefully the 
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the provisions of the Fisheries Acts .. ~ both Commonwealth and State, 
so that they woulc. be fully con-v.0rsant with the law when dealing 
with fishermen and the pub;t.i_c and also when s.ublli:Ltting _ recommend
ations f'or prose cut ions. If in doubt, queries. should be referred 
to Head Off'ice. 

,District officers who were absent from their office 
for more than 24- ho urs must give prior notice to Head Office. 

RESEARCH SECTION, 

Research Officer B. K. Bowen, ·--·--
Mr. i3owcn dealt rilainly t'ri th the outcome o:f three 

conferences which he attended prior to tho annual· Fisheries 
Inspector.s 1 Con.fei·e_nce, arid also v1ith research work carried out 
over the preceding 12 months~ 

(a) Waterf oy,·l ~ Con:fereyco.~ Mr., Bowen told the conference 
that. a co,mnit te o knmm as t i,O Australian We..terfowl ·· Advisory 
Committee ha d been s oJ~ up on the recommendation of the Fauna 
Authorities Conf' e1~oncc bo ld in Sy dney in 19580 Its object 
was to discuss p r c'.)lems of' watorfo.wl and submit recommertd-
ations based on t ho se di .s cu.s s ionq co the Fauna Authorities Biennial 
Con:foronco ~ . He h2<d bee n ap:::1 ointea.· the W.A. reprosentative, 

Tho first mee-cir3 of this co:r.mittee had been held in 
Melbourne in Fe1)ruary: -1 960~ 2-r..c1 jcb·ough general discussion 
it was, p1e-(19 evid0:r;.t that tho t ime · was rapidly approaqhing 
when probl e:n::i c oncerning r12,torfowl s hould be considered on 
an Australia - wide ba sis o 

The need for Austral i a-wide control was illustrated by 
the example or" t he L-'.urr8-y-D~',rling basin where the major teal
breeding a rea in Austro.lia was sltuated. The damming of' , 
rivers f'or irrig~tion purposes and the prevention of f'looding 
,,,as vj_rtually Ydping out the low ... lying swamplands wh:i,.ch were 
the breeding pl.aces for ducks, particularly teal.· Without 
such. largo areas of fl ooc.ed land the breciding sites were 
dirninish~_ng quite mar:-:odly and as a rosul t t}:J.e wild duck 
populatio.1 was falling 2.v:ay. 

An0ther p oint which arose at the meeting was that of 
the pooling of :.i_nfc·,raation corning from waterfowl banding 
programmes :i.n tho various States~ This was necessary to 
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provide · statistics on · an··Austi-alia-v,ide basis. It' v,;a,s intended 
to introduce a card system for these statistics. It would be 
established in a central repository so that there would be an 
Australia-wide statistical record. 

2. Commonwealth Fisheries Conference. 

As a comprehensive summary of this conference was to 
appear in the October-November issue of the Service Bulletin, Mr. 
Bowen doalt mainly with tho subject of fishery statistics. He 
stFessed the importance of such statistics as a means of aiding 
research • . By compiling statistics on a certain subject research 
officers were able to forecast future occurrences of fish. 
Research problems therefore all pointed strongly to the need 
for proper statistics, so that certain situations could be 
accurately predicted. 

The outcome of discussions on statistics led to tho 
setting up of .a committee consisting of representatives of the 
c. s .• I.R.O., the Commonweal th Bureau of Census and Statistics, 
the Commonwealth Fisheries Office and the State Fisheries 
Departments. Mr. Bowen said that in all probability the com-

·.mittee would meet in each State .to discuss the .matter fully with 
each fisheries authority. This might result in a slight change 
in existing requirements and practices. The three main points 
to , be looked .for were :-

1 • Total catch. . 
2. Catch-per-unit-effort. 
3~ Weight frequencies of the commercial catch. 

Another subject dis9~~sed at the Commonwealth con-
.f~rence was that of the importation of fish brought .into Australia 
for a_quarium purposes. It was considered that without some form 
of -adequate control people · could release irito streams f'ish which 
could cause darria.ge to existing aquatic OJ'.'.ganisms_. A small 
committee was appointed to draw up a list of fishes already 
in Australia which could be harmful, another 'list of fishes 

· :, , •· .Which should be banned entirely, and . a list of fishes which 
-: ,were not yet in Australia and which should not be allowed in. 

3. · Crayfish Conf'ercnce. 

Mr. Bowen told tho conf'orence ":lhat· the purpose of this 
particular meeting was to assemble all information at present 
available in. relation to crayfish. Five papers were read to 
conf'erence members;. 




