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Fauna Warden N.E. McLaughlan, accompanied by Honorary 
Warden D.G. Bathgate, wont to Vvalyormouring or Oak Park Lake in the 
Goomalling District. Mr. McLaughlan osti0.ated that about 2,000 
ducks vroro on the Lake as vroll as large aggregations of banded 
stilts and coot. As in all other areas (except tho Stirling Estato), 
grey teal prodominated. Mr. ivicLaughlan reported that a number of 
shooters had taken tho bag limit by 7.30 a.m. He and Mr. Bathgate 
wore able to sex and weigh 235 ducks, a really commendable effort 
on their part. 80% of the birds examined were grey teal and 11.5% 
vsrero mountain duck, The percentage of black ducks v1as only 2, 5. 

Tho follovling comparison of the weights of grey teal 
has been prepared by the Research Officer:-

Males Females 
Year and Place 

Juvenile .Mature Juvenile Mature 
- ·----

oz. oz, oz. oz. 

1957 (Gundaring) 16 17 14½ 16½ 

!1958 (Taarblin) 1½ 18 1!~ 16 
. !1960 (Taarblin) 17 20 16 18 

j1960 (Oak Park) 16-l 19 16 17 
L- - .---------~-= L_ 

Mr. Bowen says it is obvious that there has been very little 
variation in the year-by-year weights of teal sampled in 1957, 1958 
and 1960. It is of interest to note that the teal examined at Oak 
Park in 1960 wore similar in weight to those at Taarblin. 

D1iPORTANT BAND RECOV~ 

The first record of a trans-Australia flight by a black 
due~{ was received recently. The bird conce rned was banded in the 
Woodanilling district of Western Aui:;tralia with band number 7437 
on April 3, 1958. It wa.s caught on November 14, 1960, in a wire 
trap on a house dam at Nyngyndorry Station, Menindee, by Mr. D.H. 
Lennon. Monindoe is on th0 Darling River in tho 11rcstern Division 
of N-~w South Wales. 'rho banding and recovery points wero 1,483 
miles apart. While research Hork has established that black duck 
are far 1:ioro sedentary than grey teal, this recovery demonstrates 
that under certain conditions "blackiesa will also move over 
great distances. It ·,dll be r eme11bered that some time ago a black 
duck banded in NOVI Zealand was later recovered in Victoria. 
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A second important recovery has been received from 
Mr. C.L .E. Orton, of !Yioora. He forwarded to Dr. Serventy, of 
C.S.I.R.O., who sent it on to us, band number 1380, which was 
placed on a grey teal at, Wardering Lake, Woodanilling, on 
February 14, 1953. The teal was shot by Mr. Orton on a swamp 
at Moora on opening day, December 18, 1960. The bird was then 
in its -eighth year of banding, whiqh is an interesting record of 
longevity. 

FURTHER BOAT LOSSES 

Accidents to fishing craft continue to happen at a 
rate almost comparable with road traffic mishaps. The 30-ft. 
cray boat "Galeb" was only 4½ hours out from Fremantle on.her 
maiden voyage on December 2 when she hit a reef at Ledge Point 
and sank in 10 minutesc Both Skipper R. LattGr, of Medina, and 
his crew hand reached shore safely. Tho "Galeb", which was 
valued at £6,000, was not insured. She was later washed ashore and 
patched up sufficiently to be towed back to Fremantle • 

. The Australian Pearling Company's cray boat "Trixen", 
a converted pearling lugger, broke a tail shaft at Lancelin on 
Decl::lmber 29. She was taken in tow by the 68..;.ft.· 1 .f. b. 11Nanango 11

, 

which is owned by the same company. 

The biggest cray boat on the coast, the 270-ton 
"Laakanuki 11

, suffered damage when her stern drifted on to the 
stone groyne at tho Fremantle fishing boat harbour on December 27. 
One tail shaft was bent and vrill re quire replacing anri one of 
the ship's two .gear boxes was also damaged. A former naval 
refrigeration lighter, the 11Laakanuki 11 was just on her way back 
to Jurien Bay with bait for her fleet of catcher-boats after the 
Christmas recess when the mishap occurred.· 

ADDITIONAL S.ANCTUARI..B?_ 

In recent weeks five new sanctuaries have been set 
aside as reserves under section 29 (g) of the Land Act. The first 
is at Elashgin Soak in the Wyalkatchcm Road District. It is a 
11 C11 class reserve, No. 19002, set aside as a _picnic grow1d and for 
the conservation of flora and fauna. It is 640 acres in extent 
but; as its prihcipal purpose will be as a local picnic area, it 
will not recoive more than general oversight by the Department, 
and control of the reserve has, under the Land Act, beon vested 
in the local Road Board. 


