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A second important recovery has been received from 
Mr. C.L .E. Orton, of !Yioora. He forwarded to Dr. Serventy, of 
C.S.I.R.O., who sent it on to us, band number 1380, which was 
placed on a grey teal at, Wardering Lake, Woodanilling, on 
February 14, 1953. The teal was shot by Mr. Orton on a swamp 
at Moora on opening day, December 18, 1960. The bird was then 
in its -eighth year of banding, whiqh is an interesting record of 
longevity. 

FURTHER BOAT LOSSES 

Accidents to fishing craft continue to happen at a 
rate almost comparable with road traffic mishaps. The 30-ft. 
cray boat "Galeb" was only 4½ hours out from Fremantle on.her 
maiden voyage on December 2 when she hit a reef at Ledge Point 
and sank in 10 minutesc Both Skipper R. LattGr, of Medina, and 
his crew hand reached shore safely. Tho "Galeb", which was 
valued at £6,000, was not insured. She was later washed ashore and 
patched up sufficiently to be towed back to Fremantle • 

. The Australian Pearling Company's cray boat "Trixen", 
a converted pearling lugger, broke a tail shaft at Lancelin on 
Decl::lmber 29. She was taken in tow by the 68..;.ft.· 1 .f. b. 11Nanango 11

, 

which is owned by the same company. 

The biggest cray boat on the coast, the 270-ton 
"Laakanuki 11

, suffered damage when her stern drifted on to the 
stone groyne at tho Fremantle fishing boat harbour on December 27. 
One tail shaft was bent and vrill re quire replacing anri one of 
the ship's two .gear boxes was also damaged. A former naval 
refrigeration lighter, the 11Laakanuki 11 was just on her way back 
to Jurien Bay with bait for her fleet of catcher-boats after the 
Christmas recess when the mishap occurred.· 

ADDITIONAL S.ANCTUARI..B?_ 

In recent weeks five new sanctuaries have been set 
aside as reserves under section 29 (g) of the Land Act. The first 
is at Elashgin Soak in the Wyalkatchcm Road District. It is a 
11 C11 class reserve, No. 19002, set aside as a _picnic grow1d and for 
the conservation of flora and fauna. It is 640 acres in extent 
but; as its prihcipal purpose will be as a local picnic area, it 
will not recoive more than general oversight by the Department, 
and control of the reserve has, under the Land Act, beon vested 
in the local Road Board. 
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Although Roserve 25210 of 3,803 acres at Lake Eganu 
has been set aside as a vratorfowl breeding aroa, shooters will 
be a.lloncd to oporate thol~e durins the open season for v,ild 
ducks. Notwithstanding that the purposes of the reserve are 
recreation and the pon3ervation of 1'1.ora. and fauna, it is 
considcrod its main · purposo is the protection of waterfowl 
breeding habitat. Control ho,s the1~eforo been vested under 
the Land Act in the Fauna ·Protection Advisory Conmittee. 

district. 
section of 
in extent. 

Anothor v;etland area has been reserved in the Albany 
It co!nprisos Lake Powell or Grassniere in tho western 
tho Albany Road District. This reserve is l:-58 acres 

A thiTd section of w0tland habitat has l1een set aside 
as nA 11 Class Roservc 25798. It includes Lakes UnicuiJ and Little 
Unicup in the western section of the Cranbrook Road District, 
between Lake Muir and lfordalup. This reserve comprises 7,000 
acre s and has been vostod in tho Fauna Protection Advisory 
Committee. 

The fifth reserve comprises most of Chiddarcooping 
Roel~,- a hugG granite outcrop, and a section of the surrounding 
11wodjil 11 * countcy • For tho time being the re serve will be 
confined to 6,523 acres but it vrill probably be increased 
to take in the whole of tho outcrop when a lease over an -
adjoining aroa 0xpiros in about .10 years' time. This reserve, 
which is in the Westonia Road District, has also been 
vested in the Committee. 

These additional sanctuaries increase the total 
nurabcr under the Advisory Committee's jurisdiction to 101, and 
the total area to 21 766,282 acres. Of these, 30 arc vested 
in the Conmi ttee under the Land Act while the remaining 70 are 
subject to the control of ·the Committee pursuant to the 
provisions of the Fauna Protection .Act. 

With the progressive agricultural and industrial 
development of the State those sanctuaries must become increasing
ly imp;rtant and re.quire a progressive degree of' ·active protection 
and nanagemont. For the pr esent, due to shortages of staff and 
f inance, departmental activities must largely be restricted to 
occasional inspection to ensure that they are not being subjected 
to illicit grazing or to othor interference. Records of their 

' * 
11Wodjil 11 country is a term used to describe a 
peculiar association of plants occurring in 
sand and lateritic gravel soils of the eastern 
vrhoa tbel t. 
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general ecology-, including floral and faunal associations, soil 
groups and general concli tions will be rr.ade as opportunity offers. 

SAA.LS --
The finding of' a baby seal on the rocks near Fish Market 

Jetty, Fremantle, on December 28 wight rewind inspectors of the 
request published in a p1~evious issue of this Bulletin for reports 
on sightings of seals around our coast. Sta.ff might recall that at 
the annual con:forenco it was agreed. that iJhotographs and diagrams 
of fur and hair seals W'.)dd be supplied to all de1Jartme ntal 
inspc ct ors to assist in ... the ·identification of tho difi'erent 
species. Photographs· have not been obtained but the following 
information and sketches sho!J]_d be of assistance to insp0ctors in 
identifying any seals sighted. 

As far as is kno,,m, th~ only seals which are endemic to 
r:estern Australian coastal ,,raters af0 members of the family of earecl 
seals, ~riidae, which . includes the hair seals and tho fur seals. 
Untrained observers have long confused fur seals with hair seals 
due to their si1:1ilarities in size· and colouration • 

. Perhaps the bost means of distinguishing between the 
hair seal and tho fur seal, or the I sea 1 ion' e.nd the I sea bear' , 
as they arc also known, is by tho diff0rences in their hind 
flippers or foot. The first and fifth toos of the hair seal 
are longer than the second, third 4nd fourth, while the nails 
roach the fr0e od.;o of the webbing b3tweon toes, as illustrated 
011 page 12. In the fur seal the toes on the hind flippers are 
all CTore or less · of tho same length while the nails are pl c.oed 
very much farther back from the ti9s of the toes. Both the hair 
and the fur seal arc abl.~. tq use their hind flippers in moving 
about on land. 

In tho family of true seals, fhocidac, two genera occasion
ally occur in out' waters • . The true seals can bo distinguished from 
tho r,ireceding group by their ont,iro lack of external ears. 
Additionally, tho ir hind fl ippors cannot be turned for,,,-ard and arc 
not used in terrestri.11 movenont. Furthormoro, in the water they 
rise so that just thoir hoad· protruclos beyond tho surface and then 
they sink backwards. Tho oared seals, after surfacing, dive 
forward. The members of tho family -of true seals vrhich might be 
encountorod. in our waters include the Antarctic brooding Weddell's 
Seal and tho Leopard Seal, which ranges over tho Southern Ocean 
generally. 'rho latter may be further distinguished by its 
elongated. body, ,;,rhich givos it a fine appearance, and it is one 


